Welcome Home!
Incoming Exchange Student Handbook

About The Marvelwood School
The Marvelwood School is an independent, non-denominational, co-educational boarding and day school
located in Kent, Connecticut. The School is 2 hours north of New York City and 3 ½ hours west of Boston.
Marvelwood sits on a scenic 83-acre mountaintop campus. Appropriately challenging academics, a supportive
environment, and engaging activities and programs are cornerstones of the School. A Marvelwood education is
characterized by intensive personal attention to the individual student, and schedules and activities for exchange
students are tailored to their interests and current studies.
Founded in 1956, The Marvelwood School has grown considerably since the first four young men graduated in
1958. In 1970, the School became a coeducational institution, and in 1995 moved from its small campus in
nearby Cornwall, Connecticut, where many dormitories were located in private homes, to a much larger facility
in Kent. Current enrollment is 130 students, including 30 day and 100 boarding students, in grades 9-12, from 12
states and 11 countries.
Whether boarding or day, residential life is an important part of every student‟s experience. Dorm parents
supervise students in each dorm and organize activities, from game nights to baking to scavenger hunts. The
School‟s campus, surrounded by forests, wetlands, farmland, and hiking trails, is small enough to foster closeness
and a sense of security.

How do I get to Marvelwood?
Students should fly into New York area airports (JFK or La Guardia) or Bradley Airport in Connecticut. New
York airports are generally more affordable and have more scheduling options than Connecticut. The School is a
2 hour drive from New York airports and 1 ½ hours from Bradley. Once air transportation is arranged, ground
transportation can be booked. Barbara D‟Iorio (barbara.diorio@marvelwood.org) in the Head of School‟s
Office can assist you.

Kent, CT? Where's that?
Kent is a small, thriving rural town with a wide variety of locally
owned shops, restaurants, cafes, and art galleries. With a yearround population of 2,800, Kent is home to three boarding
schools: Kent School, The Marvelwood School, and South Kent
School. The area has a rich boarding school tradition, with more
than 20 schools within a 2 hour radius. Kent, a quintessential New
England town nestled in the foothills of the beautiful Berkshire
Mountains, has been rated by Yankee Magazine several times as
the #1 place for fall foliage. Other seasons are equally appealing
and afford many outdoor activities, including skiing in the winter
at nearby Mohawk Mountain, canoeing in the spring on the
Housatonic River, and hiking along the Appalachian trail in the
summer. Each season brings distinctly different temperatures
and weather conditions. Snow often blankets the
area in the winter months (January/ February).

What will I wear?
Climate

Jan

Feb
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Apr

May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sept

Oct

Nov

Dec

Average
High
˚C (˚F)

-1.7
(35)

3.3
(38)

8.3
(47)

15
(59)

21.7
(71)

21.6
(79)

26.1
(79)

27.8
(82)
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(74)

17.2
(63)

10
(50)

3.9
(39)

Average Low -10
˚C (˚F)
(14)

-9
(16)

-3.9
(25)

1.7
(35)

7.8
(46)

12.8
(55)

15
(59)

14.4
(58)

10
(50)

3.3
(38)

-1.7
(29)

-6.7
(20)

Does Marvelwood have a dress code?
Marvelwood does not have a formal uniform, but
students are expected to adhere to a dress code
during the academic day. We ask that exchange
students make every effort to follow the dress code.
Classroom dress must be worn in all public areas of
the School from breakfast until the end of the class
day on any day on which classes are held. It is worn
for all field trips, some off-campus Community
Service placements, and visits to other schools.

Classroom Dress for All Students 2019-2020


“Neat and tidy” for the overall expectation



Collared shirt, polo, or blouse on top



Optional: tie, belt, blazer, cardigan, vest, or quarter-zip



Marvelwood gear (t-shirt or crew sweatshirt) may be worn on top in place of dress code. Exchange
students are given a Marvelwood t-shirt when they arrive.



Classic style pants or skirt on the bottom - no jeans or sweatpants



Leggings or tights must be covered by a skirt or dress



Skirts or dresses shorter than 2” above the knee must be worn with spandex shorts or leggings



Shoes should be in good condition with no more than a 2” heel



Students are required to bring one outfit suitable for formal occasions, to include a blazer



No hoodies, graphic tees, large logos (other than Marvelwood!), or inappropriate references - drugs,
violence, etc



No distracting facial piercings or uncovered tattoos

For complete information about dress code guidelines and expectations, please consult the Student- Parent handbook.

Are there other school rules and regulations I should
know about?
All exchange students are expected to abide by the school rules.
The Student-Parent Handbook can be found in the Resources
folder of the exchange section on our website and should be
reviewed prior to arrival on campus.

Where will I live at Marvelwood?
Exchange students are assigned to one of the School‟s four dormitories and matched with a
roommate as well as a Student Ambassador, who will help with the transition to the
Marvelwood Community. Your Dorm Parent will also assist you with the settling in process
and throughout your stay at the School. Every student, including exchange students, has a
faculty Advisor with whom they meet and share meals each week. The Advisor is responsible
for monitoring academic progress and overseeing the student‟s overall experience at the
School. The Marvelwood Parents Association helps assign a „host family‟ for each exchange
student, who will take the student over breaks and organize cultural and fun trips in the area.
We aim to make your exchange as positive and enjoyable as possible. By being prepared to
fully immerse yourself in the School Community, make new friends, and engage in new
experiences, you will ensure having a rewarding exchange!

What does a typical weekly schedule look like?
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday:

Wednesday:

Breakfast
Classes
Meeting Period

7:30am-8:05am
8:15am-9:40am
9:40am-10:00am

Classes

10:05am-11:50am

Lunch
Classes
Athletics/Afternoon
Activities
Dinner
Free Time/Activities
Dorm Check In
Study Hall

11:50am-12:30pm
12:30pm-3:00pm

Breakfast
Community Service
Lunch
Athletics/Afternoon
Activities
Dinner
Free Time/Activities

7:30am-8:05am
8:15am-11:30am
11:45am-12:30pm
1:00pm-4:30pm
(varies)
5:45pm-6:30pm
6:15pm-7:45pm

3:30pm-4:30/5:00pm

Dorm Check In

7:45pm

5:45pm-6:30pm
6:15pm-7:45pm
7:45pm
8:00pm-10:00pm

Study Hall

8:00pm-10:00pm

Saturday:

Sunday:

Breakfast

8:15am-8:50am

Brunch

Classes

9:00am-9:45am

Activities and Trips

Meeting Period
Classes
Lunch
Athletics/Afternoon
Activities
Dinner

9:45am-10:05am
10:10am-11:45am
11:45am-12:30pm
1:00pm-4:30pm
(varies)
5:00pm-6:00pm
5:30-10:30pm
(varies)
11:00pm

Dinner
Free Time/Activities
Dorm Check In

10:30-11:30
11:30am-4:30pm
(varies)
5:30pm-6:30pm
6:30pm-7:45pm
7:45pm

Study Hall

8:00pm-10:00pm

Free Time and Trips
Dorm Check In

What sports and after school activities are offered?
All students participate in afternoon activities. Marvelwood offers a wide range of competitive sports, depending
on the season. Please bring running shoes and workout clothing, and protective equipment, as needed (shin
guards, mouth guard, etc). Team uniforms are provided. Non-competitive options are also available, including
Outdoor Adventures, Art Studio, and Theatre. More information and sign ups can be found on the website:
http://www.marvelwood.org/athletics

Community Service
The School‟s devotion to service dates to its earliest years, when Marvelwood‟s founders
recognized the importance of lending a hand to the School‟s neighbors. Over the years, this
commitment has grown to involve a network of more than 20 service organizations on and
off campus. Students choose from a variety of projects with a blend of hands-on labor and
professional pursuits for Community Service Wednesdays. Both the School‟s Core Values:
Honesty, Respect, Responsibility, Service to Others, and the Round Square IDEALS, espouse
the importance of community outreach and support.
Exchange students will have the opportunity to select a placement on or off campus. Some
placements, such as pre-schools and nursing homes, require training and a school year-long
commitment, but every effort will be made to place exchange students in a meaningful
situation.
More information and sign ups are on the website.

What about Health Services and Medical Insurance?
Marvelwood‟s Health Services department is staffed with registered
nurses during the day and early evening. Nurses distribute medication,
and can assess and help when students are feeling ill or sustain an injury.
If the nurse feels that a student needs to be examined by the school
physician, she will make an appointment and arrange transportation if
necessary. If students become ill or sustain an injury when the
dispensary is not open, dorm parents should be alerted.
The Health Forms packet can be found on the website and must be filled out and submitted to the School prior
to the student‟s arrival on campus. If you anticipate needing medication while on exchange, please fill out and
submit the Kent Station Pharmacy forms, as well.
Exchange students must have medical/ health insurance prior to arriving at Marvelwood. We can provide
coverage through United Health Care at an additional cost. Details can be found in the Resources folder on the
exchange section of the website.

How do I let the School know about my travel plans?
Boardingware is used to manage weekend requests and vacation/ break travel.
Parents can access the Boardingware system via web once their student's account is registered.
When you receive the email invitation from Boardingware, please follow the simple registration process.
 Parents should use Boardingware for travel information for all school breaks even if students are being
picked up.
 Students should use Boardingware for standard weekend requests.
 Contact Dean for Parents Heather Hastings with any questions.
https://app.boardingware.com/

Other Miscellaneous Information:

Spending Money

Visas
Please contact the United States Department of State:
https://www.cbp.gov/travel/international-visitors/esta

It is advisable to have a cash/ debit card
with international access. Students should
carry only limited amounts of cash. Funds
can be withdrawn from an ATM as
needed with the cash card. Students have
the opportunity to go to local stores and
larger shopping areas, all of which take
cash cards. Excess cash, passports, and
other valuables should be kept in a safe in
the Head of School‟s office, which is
accessible during regular business hours
(Monday-Friday, 8am-4pm).

You will have already received your formal invitation from
us and it is important to recognize that this is a „cultural‟
exchange (not for credit) where a tourist visa is usually
adequate. The exchange must be within a 90 day period.

We will never leave you in a position
where you are compromised by a lack of
funds at any time. The understanding is
that all families entering into the exchange
program does so with a commitment to
make good any legitimate costs over and
above the deposit.

The deposit should be received prior to your student
arriving. It can be paid via credit card or electronically
wired. In some situations students may bring travelers
checks.

Deposit
There is a $500 deposit payable to The Marvelwood School
to cover school trips and unexpected expenses. The unused
balance of the deposit will be refunded once all costs have
been accounted for.

Wiring Info: ABA# 011102612
Account # 2020164167
Salisbury Bank and Trust Company
5 Bissell Street, Lakeville, CT 06039

Can I bring a computer and cell phone to school with me?
Exchange students may bring their own laptop (Mac or PC) or tablet device. The IT Department will
facilitate connection to the School‟s wireless network. The School has desktop computers available for use
during the class day, study hall and some free time, so it is not essential for exchange students to bring a
laptop.
If you bring a mobile phone, please ensure that you have looked into the costs of global roaming. It is
advisable to purchase a sim card on arrival to minimize phone costs. Remember to bring an adaptor to
charge your phone.
It is important to consider the impact of too much contact with home. A significant part of the experience of
going on an exchange is to test your resilience and you ability to manage a new and sometimes foreign
environment. We recommend weekly contact with family at home. Students should reach out to their Dorm
Parents or Round Square representative to solve problems or issues that may arise.

