
Clay Form

Grade 4 ςSlab Box with Lid



What do you see?

Lapita Pot, Oceania, 1500-500 B.C.  



Artistic Focus: Clay Form

FORMis a three-dimensional 
object that has height, length, 
width, and depth.

¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜΥ

1. To construct a clay slab box 
with lid

2. To demonstrate the 
subtractive and additive 
techniques

Lapita Pot, Oceania Region, 1500-500 B.C.  

WA State Visual Arts Standard
When making works of art, utilize 
and care for materials, tools, and 
equipment in a manner that 
prevents danger to oneself and 
others. (VA:Cr2.2.4) 



Region - Oceania

Å Oceania covers thousands of islands in the east-central Pacific Ocean.

Å The earliest ceramic pieces from this region were crafted by the Lapita culture and 
found to date back to 1500-500 B.C. showing carved designs. 

Å Lapita artisans engraved many designs into their ceramic vessels and often used them 
for cooking, serving and storage of food.



Techniques ςAdditive and Subtractive

Additive process ς
Involves adding a form to a surface. 

Subtractive process ς
Involves taking away, carving, or cutting 
from a surface. 



Subtractive Example: Contemporary Art

Molly Morning-Glory

Molly Morning-Glory
North Carolina, USA

The rural wilderness of my youth 
was marked by great solitude which 
provided room for creative 
expression. Dreams helped my ideas.



Subtractive Example: Contemporary Art

Red & Tan Water Jar with Eagle & Fish, 
Nathan Youngblood

Nathan Youngblood
New Mexico, USA

He has become known for his 
creative designs and the 
outstanding quality of his works.



Additive Example: Contemporary Art

Black Line Diamond Shaped 
Ceramic Footed Pillow Box

Vaughan Nelson
California, USA

ά²ƛǘƘ ǾƛōǊŀƴǘ ŎƻƭƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ 
patterns, I stimulate the senses and 
ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΦέ 



9ȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ



Materials

Clay Slip

Roller 

½ in. Thickness guide sticks

Wooden modeling tool

Scorer  
(wired texture tool)

Work surface 

Water 

Sponge 

Scraper 

Pattern 


