
A 
million � 

plastic bottles�  
are bought� 
around the 
world� every 

minute,� 
20,000 

bottles� every 
second.

Every year,�we 
throw �enough� 
plastic away�  

to circle  
�the earth�  

four times!
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Billions  
�of pounds �of 

plastic �
can be  

found in 
swirling 

�convergences 
in the oceans 

making up 
about � 

40 percent  
�of the  

world’s ocean 
surfaces. 
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It takes  
450 years  
for plastic 
bottles to 
degrade, 

some taking 
1000 years.
Bottles made 

with PET or 
PETE will 
never 

biodegrade.
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The 
production of 
plastic uses 

around eight 
percent  

of the world’s 
oil production.

Bottled  
water uses 
more than  

17 million 
barrels of oil 

annually.

 The Environmental Sustainability Committee
The Student Environmental Sustainability Committee​



 The Environmental Sustainability Committee
The Student Environmental Sustainability Committee​

According to  
the National 

Oceanographic 
and Atmospheric 
Administration, 
plastic debris 

kills an 
estimated 
100,000 

marine 
mammals 

annually, as well 
as millions of 
birds and fishes.



Plastic 
chemicals can 
be absorbed 
by the body—

93 percent of 
Americans 

age six or 
older test 

positive for 
BPA (a plastic 

chemical).
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