Autumn Term - Issue 3

HEAD’S

REVIEW
Welcome!

Harvest

What a fantastic term this has been so far, and with this
being our last edition of the half term, we take this early
opportunity to wish you all a wonderful half term break.
We have plenty to fit in before that though; a week of
hard work and delightful discoveries before us! Thank
you to all our staff and girls, who have put in so much
to make this such a positive start to the school year for
our students.

Last Friday saw our Harvest Festival at All Saints’
Church. Featured musical items included a beautiful
arrangement of Sting’s Fields of Gold, which was
tenderly performed by the Elite A Cappella Choir, and
a delightful song called Big Blue Tractor, sung and
enacted for us by our Pre-Prep & Year 3 students, under
the tutelage of Mrs. Jones.

It’s been a great couple of weeks: well done to all our
performers at the Harvest Festival, and thank you to
all the staff involved - it was wonderful to celebrate
together as a whole school community.

The service was presided over by Revd. Robert Lovatt,
and readings were given by Georgia and Alex, our
School Knights, and Mr. Wood. It was wonderful to
see the pews so full in support of our first whole-school
event of the year, and to hear the hymns sung so lustily.

We were delighted to receive the 2018-19 edition of the We look forward to returning to All Saints’ for our
Shuttle last week, and enjoyed exploring the memories Advent Carol Service, on Wednesday 4th December.
contained within its pages in our Principal’s Round
Table meeting.

Finally, don’t forget the Great Geography Bake-Off;
we are looking forward to seeing some delicious,
informative and creative bakes on Monday 21st!
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Dance Scholars’ Summer News
RMH’s dance scholars have been busy over the summer. Disneyland Paris. They described
it as ‘a dream come true’. They
In the first week of July, Beau,
even performed in the pre-parade
Olivia C. and Erin flew to Portugal
in front of thousands of people to compete in the Dance World
what an incredible experience!
Cup 2019. Beau competed in 5
group dances and took the gold in
More recently, some of our
the senior song & dance category.
girls excelled in the Dance
To
Olivia’s
disappointment,
Dynamite Sussex Heat in
an injury prevented her from
Worthing. Daisy L. in Year
competing with the group, but
7 was awarded 2nd place
she attended the event and
for her character duet,
supported the England Team
qualifying for the finals in
nonetheless. What a great sport!
May 2020. Daisy W. in Year
6 received one 1st place and
At the end of July, several of our dancers competed in two 3rd places, and Presley
the All England National Finals in High Wycombe. Beau took the gold for her group,
qualified with two group dances and went on to achieve also qualifying for the national finals. Carys C. achieved
1st place in the song & dance section for her piece one 2nd and one 3rd place, and Emma W. also placed
called Me & My Girl. Sian, Carys C. and Emma W. placed 3rd in her category. Sian achieved one 1st, one 2nd and
4th, out of more than 25 groups, in all 8 of their dances. one 3rd placing, as well as winning the dance challenge
audition round.
At the end of last term, Sian, Carys
and Emma competed at the UK
International Stars competition,
for which Sian is the Competition
Ambassador. Sian and Carys
finished with 1st, 2nd and 3rd places
for modern, tap, contemporary
& lyrical solos. They also won
1st in their contemporary duet
with each other and 1st & 2nd
places for their duets/trios with
Emma. Sian was also awarded
‘most promising dancer of the
Throughout the school holidays, our Year 11 scholars
day’. They also competed at the
have been training hard and pursuing opportunities
Canterbury Festival, placing in
to progress. Emma W. was selected for the London
the top three in all their dances.
Studios Summer School, and Sian went to Urdang
Carys also won the highest mark
Summer School, where she was selected twice by the
in the Greek category and was
professional tutors to perform in front of everyone.
awarded the aggregate trophy
They have even been drawing on their expertise to help
for highest mark over five solos.
younger aspiring dancers; Sian, Carys and Emma have
In Canterbury, Daisy W. also won
all taught a masterclass in different dance styles at a
the highest mark in her lyrical
dance summer school, and Emma has recently started
and national solos, and won an
a new role as a part-time dance teacher at a local dance
adjudicators choice award for
school.
‘most promising dancer’.
Congratulations to all our wonderful dancers! Your
During the summer holidays, Daisy W., Sian, Carys successes are testament to your hard work and
C., Emma W. and Presley performed on stage at dedication and you should all be very proud.
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Academic News
ENGLISH
Celebrating National Poetry Day
Plutarch once said that ‘painting is silent poetry and
poetry is painting that speaks’. On Thursday 3rd October,
the English Department celebrated ‘National Poetry
Day’ with a day full of creative, fun and imaginative
lessons all inspired by poetry.
Year 7 are currently studying the Fantasy genre, so
Tennyson’s poem The Kraken suited the topic perfectly.
After a performance and quick analysis of the poem,
Year 7 were placed into small groups and given secret
lines from the poem to perform to the rest of the group,
who had to guess which lines the performance was
from. This stimulated an excellent discussion about the
power of words and how everyone can interpret them
differently.

Year 10 had a similar task; once again using marker pens
to create ‘black out poetry’. This time, they used extracts
from Romeo and Juliet. Their additional challenge was
to write their poem from the perspective of a character
from the play, resulting in some moving performances
and further insight to their characters’ minds. Later on
in our next lesson, we took a closer look at a different
type of poetry: song lyrics. We listened and annotated
the song lyrics from Dire Straits’ hit Romeo and Juliet,
this time linking the lyrics and images to the semantics
of the play.

Whether it is your favourite Shakespeare sonnet, a
snappy ode or romantic ballad - maybe even your
favourite song lyrics - poetry plays an important part
in everyone’s life and National Poetry Day was a great
reminder that poetry is accessible and enjoyable for
everyone - we had great fun!
Year 9 are currently studying Priestley’s drama An
Inspector Calls that centres on the themes of humanity,
socialism and capitalism. Year 9 were given the tricky
task of creating poetry using only articles about the
social, historical and political context of the time period
the play was set in, and a black marker pen. Students
then ‘performed’ their black-out poems to the rest of
the class in a passionate display of what was right and
wrong in the world at the time the play was written.

HUMANITIES
Summer Photo Competition Winner!
With staff now composting their fruit peelings and tea
bags, students filling up the boxes stationed around
the school with their crisp and biscuit wrappers, and
our canteen going water bottle free, RMH is definitely
going greener! We were therefore a little surprised to
not receive very many entries to our summer photo
competition this year, as we know so many of our girls
and staff are doing great
Summer Photograph
things! Maisie - Year 7 Competition
though, stepped up to our
challenge and completed a
mini beach clean with her
friends on Seaford beach.
She also told us how she
is planning to take part in
‘The Autumn Beach Clean’
organised by the surfers
against sewage. Well done
Maisie! Maisie will receive
her prize in assembly.
This summer, I took part in
a mini beach clean with my
friends on Seaford beach.
I am planning to take part
in ‘The Autumn Beach
Clean’ organised by the
SURFERS AGAINST
SEWAGE along with other beach cleans to help save
our environment.
Maisy Rushbridge
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Junior News
Year 4 Bring Girl Power to Enterprise Challenge
Year 4 spent the day at Eastbourne Town Hall, taking part
in this year’s Junior Enterprise Challenge - sponsored by
the Eastbourne Education and Business Partnership.

their funding comes from charitable donations. She
explained how the money raised by our girls will enable
people living with terminal illnesses and their families
to be supported. Enough money was raised to pay for a
nurse for 4 days!

The girls took part in a variety of team tasks including
writing a radio advert, making a branded shopping bag,
creating a brand, and several finance tasks. These all
tested a range of skills including, maths, teamwork,
presentation delivery and creativity. This was a fantastic
opportunity for the girls to gain an insight into, and
understanding of, the world of business.

Gold Balloons
We were delighted to award six gold balloons in assembly
this week to Téa, Ava, Izzy D., Giorgia, Felicity and Mia
C. – they have been working hard on taking action in
their community: bringing in food for the Foodbank,
creating a Love in a Box for a community collection and
raising funds for charity; meeting personal challenges
and completing the inspirational woman investigation
in a beautifully creative way, and making creative gifts
for others or making Harvest Purses to present at our
Harvest Festival. We look forward to awarding more
balloons in our next Junior assembly after half term.
Remember to look at the Diploma Sheet circulated at
the start of term for further ideas.
‘RMH Girl Power’ rose to the
challenge and were delighted
to be awarded ‘runners-up’
with only one point between
them and the winning
team. The girls thoroughly
enjoyed the day and the
judges commented on their excellent teamwork and
professional approach to the challenge.
St Wilfrid’s Hospice
We were delighted to welcome Lottie Prangnell from
St Wilfrid’s Hospice into our Junior assembly last week.
Lottie shared with the girls some of the work done by
the hospice and how thrilled she had been to receive
a cheque of £370 raised by a small group of girls
during the summer holidays. Lottie explained that the
hospice costs £14,000 a day to run and that 75% of

Keeping Ourselves Safe
The Year 6 girls spent last Thursday morning taking part
in a carousel of informative, interactive and important
workshops based around keeping ourselves safe in
a variety of scenarios. Run by the East Sussex Fire &
Rescue Service, the activities taught the girls about
safety around roads, railway lines, electricity, fire, drugs
and alcohol, as well as what to do if they come across
an unconscious accident victim. Each activity leader
awarded points for the group’s teamwork and results
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Junior News (continued)

Unsung Heroes

will be sent through within the next couple of weeks to
see which of the schools competing will be victorious.

Philippa, new to Year 12, has already
proven herself to be a true MoHo Spirit
through and through: always helping
out - with the cake sale (moving cakes,
containers, and even children to where
they needed to be); sharing appreciation
of our school with the wider community; working
brilliantly in the Juniors’ Musical Theatre activity... well
done on a fantastic start at RMH Philippa - you have
shown yourself to be a credit to the school already!
The lovely Mims has been nominated
for Unsung Heroes, “for always being
so conscientious, kind and hardworking;
always checking everything is done well
for the girls.” Thank you Mrs Ripley!

Whose praises deserve to be sung?
We love to hear from you! Email us at:
news@roedeanmoirahouse.co.uk

News from Home
Alongside all we do at RMH, many of our students
are busy with commitments, projects and adventures
outside of school. We love to hear from you, and to
celebrate your experiences and achievements!

Distinctions galore for Matilda
Science Discovery Day
On 4th October, the Science department welcomed our
current Year 6 girls along with a cohort of 16 girls from
other schools. The girls took part in a variety of exciting
and thought-provoking experiments. In the morning,
they learned about the structure of atoms and saw how
different atomic structures can lead to more reactive
reactions. They also learned how pressure can power
rockets and cause particles to increase their energy,
whilst designing and firing rockets. After lunch, the girls
learned how to neutralise acids and see an impressive
colour change, whilst learning how to calculate how
much energy exists in different foods using Bunsen
burners. A particular highlight was
how well our Year 6 girls welcomed the
external girls during the day, being a
credit to the school. They all worked
very safely and received a certificate for
safe lab practice at the end of the day.

Matilda L., Year 6, has had an extremely
busy and successful summer, passing
exams in her various dance and singing
disciplines. She achieved a distinction in
her Grade 3 Ballet exam, a distinction
in her Grade 3 Tap, a distinction in her
Grade 3 Modern and a distinction in her Grade 2
Singing. Matilda works incredibly hard on her various
crafts, attending a multitude of rehearsal and practice
sessions every week, so it is lovely to see the culmination
of this effort. Well done Matilda!

Share your news!

We love to hear from you! Email us at:
news@roedeanmoirahouse.co.uk
Dance scholars, please send to:
elambert@roedeanmoirahouse.co.uk
Sporting news, please send to:
alegate@roedeanmoirahouse.co.uk

Head’s Review

Sports News
Darcey Rides to Success for RMH

Archery Success Beyond their Years

Darcey (Year 7) very proudly represented Roedean
Moira House at an NSEA (National Schools Equestrian
Association) showjumping competition at Felbridge
Showground. Competition was fierce in Darcey’s class,
which was the 80/85cm, with everyone desperate for a
final chance to qualify for the national championships
taking place next month. Only the top 4 riders of the
95 competitors were to qualify, and Darcey rode
fantastically and came away with an amazing 3rd place
- going on to represent Roedean Moira House at the
Schools National finals championships taking place at
Addington manor in Buckinghamshire!

Sisters Isabella (Year 5) and Giorgia (Year 3) have had a
fantastic summer of archery.
Darcey went on to compete in the final arena eventing
qualifier before national championships next weekend.
Isabella recently won the Southern Counties Under 12 Darcey came in 3rd place for the 75cm and in 4th place
Girls Recurve Championship, and also shot her third for the 85cm; qualifying for nationals in both classes.
Record Status Junior Master Bowman score; meaning There were about 40 competitors of all ages in each
she has now reached the highest ranking level possible class, so this is a huge achievement. Well done Darcey,
for an Under 12. This year she has also obtained her and good luck with the nationals!
Archery GB Black Arrow Award, Archery GB Red Rose
Award and English Archery Federation Red Cross Award.
Archery coach Paul Bridge said that
for Izzy to achieve this at her age
(even for senior girls) is unheard
of and outstanding! Other recent
tournament
successes
include
winning the Under 12 Recurve
category at the Eastbourne Archers
Club Championship and the Woking
Archery Club Open, and being runner
If anyone would like to join the team and compete for
up in the Under 16 Sussex County
the school in Equestrian competitions, Miss Ross would
Championship.
love to hear from you! The NSEA competitions are for
Giorgia too - though having only just started archery has gone from strength to strength over recent months.
She has won the Under 12 Girls Barebow category at the
Sussex County Championships, the
Southern County Championships,
the Eastbourne Archers Club
Championships and the Woking
Open.
She has obtained her
Bowman classification, and achieved
the Archery GB White Rose Award
and English Archery Federation Gold
Cross Award.
Congratulations girls, on your truly outstanding
achievements!

all disciplines, so not just showjumping but dressage
and arena eventing too, and is for all levels of ability.
It would be wonderful to have a team at these events,
flying the flag for the school, as there are team placings
as well as individual placings. Contact Miss Ross:
lauraross5@aol.com if you are interested.
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Training pays off in Duathlon

Imogen 24.47, Ellie B. 25.51. The times were incredibly
close across the age groups and their hard work at swim
Recently, nine juniors (Years 5 and 6) and eight seniors
squad and running club has paid off. A huge well done
(Years 7 and 8) competed in the Bede’s Dicker Duathlon.
from Mrs Legate.
This is an annual event that is an introduction for the
girls into the world of Aquathlons, and was a great
opportunity for the girls to put into practice what
they have been working on with the Team Bodyworks
coaches. The juniors had a course of 9 lengths (225m)
to swim and a run of 1.5k; the seniors had a 17 lengths
(325m) swim and a 2.5k run.

Team Bodyworks said “It’s lovely to see multi sport
being introduced at this age. The nature of the event
being non competitive probably helped them, and the
ones I spoke to seemed to enjoy it. Really well done to
them all.”

The girls battled in challenging conditions through a
windy and wet course, and showed great determination
and motivation to keep pushing themselves throughout.
Although the event was a ‘friendly’, non-competitive
race, we do have the girls’ times, and the top three for
each age group. For the juniors; Daisy D. 16.57, Izzy
P. 17.24, Harriet 18.02. For the seniors; Zoe W. 23.55,

RMH Community News
A message from Giulia, Charity
Captain
We have been filling this year’s Foodbank crates with
your very kind donations. We have been given a list of
the items that are desperately needed at the moment,
and with your generosity we are hoping to help a
small part of the 13 million people who live below the
poverty line as much as we can. Please bring in any last
donations by 18th October.
The items particularly needed just now are: tinned
spaghetti, cereal, tinned rice pudding, tinned peas,
tinned fish, tinned carrots, tinned meat, tinned
tomatoes, pasta sauce, UHT milk, long life fruit juice,
biscuits, chocolate biscuits.
Your generosity is always very much appreciated by
Foodbank and our school community. Thank you.
Thank you to everyone
who came in in yellow
and donated to support
mental health work on
Mental Health Day. It
is so important that
we support each other,
and let someone know
when we need support
ourselves.
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Food for Thought...

Careers Assembly
Dr Kavitha Anoop and her colleague Dr Peter Barnes
gave a very informative assembly to our Senior pupils
on the wide range of job opportunities in the medical
profession. It was very interesting to learn of the
opportunities available, as well as the professional
backgrounds of the two
speakers. Many thanks
again to Dr Anoop and
Dr Barnes for giving so
generously of their time
and coming to speak to
our pupils.

Boarding - Celebrating our Diversity
We have had a great few weeks in Boarding, with several
girls’ birthdays celebrated. We have also celebrated
Nigerian Independence Day, where our amazing Chef
cooked some wonderful Nigerian food; and for National
China Day, King Asia Foods Ltd and Roedean Moira
House catering teamed up to treat our girls to a “pop
up” kitchen in Swann Hall. Girls and staff could choose
such authentic food as Cantonese crispy chicken, pork in
batter, chicken gyoza, sesame
toast and prawn crackers.
Thanks to the catering team
and Chef Viv Hobbs from King
Asia Foods who travelled from
Bristol to stage the event.
The celebrations don’t stop there, as we have more
birthdays and German Unification Day coming up.
Our girls are looking forward to learning about all the
different backgrounds we have under one roof, that
make our family so unique.
We have a little over two weeks left until the holiday
and we have some great activities coming up; we’re
looking forward to our cosmic bowling this weekend,
and Spooky Night on the 19th - for the next few weeks,
our home will be turning into a fun house of fright, as
we decorate it top to toe with spooky banners and have
a go at some costume-making. To top the night off...
one very scary and very clever escape room. Beware all
who enter: our girls have planned a night to remember.
Thanks to all staff who have run trips and activities for
our boarders so far this year.
Miss Sargent
@RoedeanMoiraHouse

Mental Health Day has come and gone, but let’s
remember to take care of ourselves and each other
every day:
When you see something beautiful in someone,
tell them. It may take a second to say,
but for them it could last a lifetime.
--The moon taught me: It’s OK to go through phases.
The sun taught me: No matter how many times
you go down, keep rising.

IMMINENT KEY DATES:

17th October: Junior Disco
18th October: Pre-Prep (R-Y4) Immersion Day
22nd October: Last day of half term: mufti (£1
minimum charity donation)
22nd October, 12pm: Half term holiday begins (NB.
Lunch will not be provided)
22nd October, 4-6pm: Parents Evening Y7-10 & 12
3rd November: Boarders return
4th November: Term recommences
6th November: National Stress Awareness Day
8th November: Dobson Cross Country
13th November: Year 7-9 Discovery Day
15th November: Eastbourne Youth Radio
15th November: Children in Need football match
18th-22nd November: GCSE mock exams
22nd November: Trinity College London graded
Instrumental and singing exams (held at RMH)
29th November, 7pm: Autumn Showcase - Senior
Performing Arts

TERM DATES 2019-20:

22nd October, 12pm - 3rd November: Half Term
13th December, 12pm: End of Autumn Term
5th January: Boarders return
6th January: Spring Term begins
8th February: Open Day (TBC)
14th February, 4.15pm - 23rd February: Half Term
27th March, 12pm: End of Spring Term
19th April: Boarders Return
20th April: Summer Term begins
8th May: Bank Holiday (school closed)
9th May: Open Day (TBC)
22nd May, 4.15 - 31st May: Half Term
26th June, 12pm: End of Summer Term
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