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‘Difference is an essential aspect of human development in any form
of learning’
On Monday during our Professional Learning Day, Mr. Jacobson and
Mr. Bratton led our teachers through a process of self-reflection and
sharing based around the statement above, which is directly linked to
inclusion. For teachers to be able to offer the best from the time they
spend with our diverse group of learners at NIS, it is of value to
consider their own assumptions and to look at how those assumptions
compare to current research, as well as the perspectives of others.
At NIS, we do not hire a specific type of teacher. We believe that a
diverse group of teachers should mirror some of the diversity we see in
our student population. Although, English as the taught language of
inclusion means that the vast majority of our teachers are from outside
Asia, it does not mean that they themselves don’t have different
learning styles, different assumptions about learning and different
approaches towards interacting with students. One glance through our
website may leave you with the impression that the only things all the
teachers at NIS have in common is years of experience and high-level
qualifications. That is not the case. We purposefully look for teachers
who believe that inclusive practices encourage access to and
participation in learning for all.
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Our approach to academic rigour through our IB programmes
encourages student agency. One key aspect of inclusive practice is
to support students by teaching them how to advocate for
themselves. When we acknowledge the fact that difference is an
essential aspect of human development in any form of learning, we
must embrace the idea that rigour is dependent on key factors
coming together. One part is the individual student’s interests and
abilities and the other part is a school’s capability to meet them
there and take them beyond. This is what developing talent is all
about.

Upcoming Events:

Have an opulent October,
Laurie McLellan
lauriemclellan@nanjing-school.com

Wednesday 16th October
ASA Cycle 1 Ends
G12 Korean A Individual Oral
Commentaries

The Upcoming Week is W9
Monday 14th October
Gr11 ESS Field Work Excursion
G12 EE/SE First Full Draft Due
G12 Korean A Individual Oral
Commentaries
Field Trip - Gr11 ESS
Tuesday 15th October
G12 Korean A Individual Oral
Commentaries
MYP Math Job-A-Like

Thursday 17th October
Learning2 Pre-Conference @NIS
G12 Math Studies IA final due
G12 Korean A Individual Oral
Commentaries
Friday 18th October
No School for Students
Learning2 Conference @NIS

We are delighted to welcome
these three new students to NIS
this week！
Theo

K1

Erin

G5

Daniel

G7

Saturday 19th October
Learning2 Conference @NIS
SSL Swim Round 1 @SH
Sunday 20th October
MS/US Production Camp
SSL Swim Round 1 @SH

Parent Leaving Notice
IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR LEAVING FAMILIES
Dear Parents,
This is a time of year when some of our families will be moving on from
Nanjing, either returning to their home countries or embarking on their next
overseas posting. To assist our planning for the coming semester please
read and follow the exit procedure below. This information may have a
direct impact on new families wishing to enter our school. Your help with
providing this information as early as possible is much appreciated.
We understand that some parents are still unsure, but if you know kindly
let us know as soon as possible.

Exit Procedure
1. Once you know you are leaving please send an email to
admissions@nanjing-school.com indicating your intention to leave and
requesting any documentation that you may require. Let us have the
name of your child or children, their current grades as well as your
expected leaving date.
2. Collect a clearance form from Reception, or download off the
website.
3. Clearance forms need to be completed for each leaving student.
4. On the last day of school documents will only be handed over if we
have received your completed clearance form.
5. You can find information about the Transfer Procedures on our
website on the Parent Portal https://www.nischina.org/my-nis
Here in Admissions we are always happy to help, so do drop by if you
have any questions or concerns.
Thank you for your cooperation. We will be sorry to see you go!
Jiae, Jane, Lucy and Sue in Admissions

3-Way Conferences
Coming Soon!
On Wednesday, October 23rd parents and students will have the opportunity to meet
with teachers about progress from Quarter One and goals for the rest of the semester
and beyond. Sign-ups for these conferences will take place via Veracross between
12:00pm on October 16th and 12:00pm on October 22nd. Quarter One reports will be
available via Veracross at 4:00pm on October 21st. Please note that October 23rd is not
a regular school day. No classes will be held on this date.
Key Dates and Times
October 16 at 12:00pm

Conference Sign-up Opens on Veracross

October 21 at 4:00pm

Q1 Reports are available on Veracross

October 22 at 12:00pm

Conference Sign-Up Closes on Veracross

October 23 – All Day

3-Way Conferences Take Place

After registering, please remember to download your conference schedule. Once
registration closes on October 22nd, you will no longer be able to download this
important document from Veracross!

For Mandarin translation requests in Middle and Upper School and for
all other translation needs across all grades, we ask that you bring a
translator to your child’s conference.
Special note for PRIMARY parents: P.E., Design, Mandarin, and Performing Arts
teachers will be available in their classrooms on the day for drop-in visits.
Please let us know if you have any questions. See you then!
Adam Dodge
Head of Primary

adamdodge@nanjing-school.com

Ruth Clarke
Head of Middle School

ruthclarke@nanjing-school.com

Katie Ham
Head of Upper School

katieham@nanjing-school.com

Campus Access October 17-19th
NIS is proud to host Learning2 Asia, a major
international conference with a focus on
innovative educational practices, from
October 17-19th. Because this is a large
event, we ask that these guidelines
regarding access to campus by parents and
students be followed:
Thursday, October 17th: Regular school day for
students and teachers until 3:00pm. After-school activities and
athletics are cancelled on this date. All parents and students not
participating in the conference should depart campus directly after
school.
Friday, October 18th: No school for most students. Regular school day
for teachers and students participating in the conference. No access
to campus beyond the Centre gates.
Saturday, October 19th: Most Community Activities run as usual.
Parents and students are on campus for scheduled and supervised
Community Activities, only.
Sunday, October 20th: Usual campus access guidelines apply.
Please contact Kasson Bratton at kassonbratton@nanjing-school.com
with any questions.
Many thanks for your cooperation as we welcome the world to NIS!

kassonbratton@Nanjing-school.com

katieham@Nanjing-school.com

ACTIVITIES
Athletics
Good luck to our Volleyball teams as they
travel to Shanghai for the SISAC
Championships this weekend. Good luck also
to our 20 Cross country runners who are
travelling to compete in the CISSA
Championships in Suzhou this Saturday.
CISSA Table Tennis started this week with a
big group of enthusiastic players, ably assisted
by our two excellent student coaches, Winner
and Sophia.

Discover China
We will begin collecting passports or ID
cards for our amazing Discover China
adventures. If you do not need the travel
document before the trip, please give them
to the Trip Leaders before 21st October:
Grade 5
Nanjing – by class
Grades 6-7
Hangzhou – Mr Baker
Huangshan – Mr Dutton
Taishan – Mr Winstanley
Grades 8-9
Beijing – Ms Fox
Moganshan – Mr Snyder
Shaolin – Ms Chen
Grades 10-11
Xiamen – Miss Keus
Yangshuo – Mr Stevens

PS After School Activities
Volunteers Needed
Sign up on Veracross:
th
Jazz Festival Saturday, October 12
ACAMIS Volleyball scorekeepers, Oct
th
24-26

Cycle 1 ASAs will end on Wednesday
th
October 16 .
A DRAFT copy of Cycle 2 ASA Catalogue
can be viewed now on Veracross.
Cycle 2 sign-ups will begin on Monday,
st
October 21 at 1.00 pm.

Sign up in the Activities Office:
Slideshow Maker ACAMIS Volleyball,
th
Oct 25-26

Coming up!
24 -26 October

Contact us:
Contact us:

dannyclarke@nanjing-school.com

annayuen@nanjing-school.com

Updates
ACAMIS Volleyball @ NIS

kathrinlammers@nanjing-school.com

cac@nanjing-school.com

There is always
something happening
on campus and in our
community. Stay
abreast of the latest by
following the NIS
Official WeChat
Account.

CONNECT .

NIS WECHAT
Get updated on news and upcoming events

SHARE .

Scan the QR Code
to follow, and stay
tuned!

CELEBRATE .

janedai@Nanjing-school.com

ruthclarke@nanjing-school.com

Date: September 27, 2019
Time: 08:15am
Location: Large Group
Room, 3F, Centre

NIS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING MINUTES
Present: (please refer to sign-up list)
Apologies: Dylan Barnes-Lotfi
Minutes: Katja Schubert

Agenda Item
1. Welcome

2.
3.
4.
5.

6.

7.

Discussion/Conclusions
Julia Guesten, Board Chair:
- Parent and Community members thanked for their attendance
and participation.
- Katja Schubert confirmed as minute taker;
Introduction of
- Introduction of each Board Member;
Board Members
- Explanation of governance and functions of the Board;
Structure of
- A general introduction to the purpose and structure of AGM;
AGM
Finances:
- Students actual 680; Expenses down vs. budget, revenue same
2018/19–Budget
as budget and a surplus of 1.8M up vs. budget;
vs Actual
Approval of
- Annual report and financial statement of the previous school
Annual Report
year approved - 39 votes in favor;
including
Financial
Statement
Approval of
- Approved: 37 votes in favor with 1 abstention;
- Deloitte approved as Auditors for 2019/20 School year 37 votes
external Audit
and of
in favor with 1 abstention;
appointment of
auditor for
coming year
Financial status Presentation Andrea Raviolo, Chair of Finance Committee:
- Budget for 2019-20, 21 students less than 2018/19
- NIS is debt free
- 5.4M accumulated surplus 2014-20 based on predicted deficit
for 2019-20
- Strategic Policy F4: NIS should make every attempt to maintain

8. Outlook for the
coming years

operating reserves equal or no less than 20% of anticipated
budget expenses
Presentation by Laurie McLellan, Director with respect to current and
upcoming school year, including:
- Teaching and Learning:
- New Early Years Centre with expert coming this autumn to run
EY conference for educators from around the region
- Lowest teacher turnover for 10 years, which is very important
for a stable school;
- Implementation of Global Citizen Diploma this year for G9,
next year G9 and G10 and then for G9, 10 and 11; NIS is the
only school in China;
- Special position added for 1 year to look at Data for Inclusion
Facilities:
- Updated HUB design;
- Adult only bathrooms throughout campus (Child Protection
policy); a child protection specialist from the UK will come for
one week in November for an audit and information sharing for
all school community
- Redesign of G1-2, G3-4 and upstairs areas will take place
simultaneously using same architects as used for Early Years
and The HUB

Minute taker’s name: Katja Schubert

samanthazou@nanjing-school.com

Status of Agenda Item:
For Action by Board = ACT
For Agreement by Consent = CNS
For Information Only = FIO
Action + Person(s) Responsible

Lunch Menu

https://www.nischina.org/community/foodservices/lunch-menu

Community Events

https://www.nischina.org/community/comm
unity-activities

Swimming Pool
Calendar

https://www.nischina.org/learning/activities/a
thletics/swimming

WEEK 8

2019-2020
PTA COMMITTEE
President: Benedicte
Thomasson
Vice President: Yvonne
Zollner
Vice President: Gina Ryu
Vice President: Ying Liu
Treasurer: Gina Policelli
Secretary: Jo Laycock

PTA EVENTS
Coffee Morning - 8:15am
Wednesday 27th November
Birthday Cupcakes 9th
October

PTA SHOP
PTA Shop Hours
Tuesday 2:00 - 3:00
Friday 2:30 - 3:30

• PTA Bags if you have any PTA bags that you
are not using, please return them to the PTA
shop. We will use them to pack new orders. We
would appreciate if you could return them this
week, if possible! Thank you in advance for
your help with our recycling initiative!

• Saturday November 2nd : Autumn Festival
Event planning is starting this week. The Autumn Festival is one of the
major events planned by the PTA. Start thinking about your Halloween
costumes to wear to this fun evening!
We need volunteers to help with the planning and at the event with
Food, Games, Decorations, Volunteers and Tickets. Thanks to all of you
who already signed up.
Please email us at ptapresident@nanjing-school.com if you want to
join the group!

• PTA Birthday Cupcakes were handed
out last week on October 9th for teachers
and students with birthdays in October Happy Birthday! We hope that you enjoy
receiving your cupcake as much as we
enjoy handing them out!

To join the volunteer group for any of our PTA events, please contact Benedicte Thomasson, Yvonne
Zollner, Gina Policellli or Sue Northcott. Or contact us on at ptapresident@nanjing-school.com

ptapresident@nanjing-school.com

suenorthcott@Nanjing-school.com

suenorthcott@Nanjing-school.com

