DON'T LET YOUR SEWER
TURN ON YOU OR
YOUR NEIGHBORS

BACKUP BUSTER SAYS:

THE BAD NEWS FOG CLOGS
Fats, Oils and Grease (FOG) SEWER SMART FAGTS

will clog your pipes and
may cause a sewage ?
backup into your home &8
or asewer spill in the
street that goes down
the storm drain and
into the Bay or other

1. USEPA shows that 65% of all sewer spills are
FOGelated.

2. Themajority of FOGelated sewer badkups and
spills originate in residential areas.

3. Gogged sewer pipes can costyou lots of money

'- andinconvenience if your sewer systembadks up
waterways. RISCLOGS oy propety “DO NOT Pour Fats,
Crease Dropoff et Oils or Grease(FOG)

THEGOODNEWS Please checkwith your local sewer service provider, down the drain.”

sanitary district or public works department for proper
disposal techniques. Dropoff locations in the greater Bay
Areaare listed onthe Sewer Smart website.

Sewer backups and sanitary

sewer overflows are ‘9
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preventable. Just follow N, o «
these Sewer Smart Tips J A‘
from Backup Buster: Bacicup '.'
Uste) Visit sewersmart.org for a step-by-step guide to ‘:“ﬁ
1. Do not pour fats, oils and grease sewer maintenance in your home. b
down the drain. Dispose of them properly. I‘ l‘b&
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2. Put a baddflow device onyour sewer deanout if you
are at risk of a sewer badkflow.
3. Plant appropriate trees - but don'’t plant themoveryour
sewer lateral.

4. Don'let your toilet tum onyou! Be prepared
for disaster.

5. Have a plan to maintain your sewer system annually.
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QWhatis FOG? .
A Fats, oils and grease fromfood

preparation, packaged foodsand
food saaps.

QWhere does it come from?

A. Meat fats andjuices, lard, cooking oil, shortening,
butter, margarine, food saaps, baking goods, olive
oil, dressing, sauces and dairy produdts.

QWhy shouldn’t fats, oils and grease go

down the drain?

A Fats, oils and grease stick to the insides of sewer
pipes when washed down the kitchen plumbing
system. This solidifies and can blodk pipes.
Uoggedpipes cause sewer badkups and sewage
spills onresidential propertyand onthe street.

Q.How does it affect me?

A. Improper FOGdisposal leads to costly sewer
badwps and overflows, inaeased sewer rates,
public health and environmental hazards as it
washes down stormdrains and into bays, water
ways and creeks.

@ Residents make the biggest difference whenit

comes to redudng sewer badkups and spills by

adhering to Sewer Smarttips.

FOG = FATS, OILS & GREASE

QWhat can | do?
A. Here are somequick Dos &Don'ts to keepfats,

oils and grease out of our sewersystem.

v" Wipe down greasy pots and pans with a dry paper
towel and dispose of it in your kitchen saap

recyding orgarbage.

X Donat pour FOGdown the garbage disposal or
sink drain.

X Donot use hotwater towash the grease down
the drain.

v Pour cooled ail, fats and grease intoa @nor other
containerwith a tight lid (coffee can, glass jar or
plastic container) and dispose of it in the

garbage.

v If your city’s greenwaste programallows disposal
of food saaps -indude FOG.It will be recyded into
richcompost. %

v Usebaskets or strainers in sink drains to catch food

saaps and other solids —and dispose of them in the
trash.

v Dropoff large amounts of FOGat your local recyding
center, especially if you use a turkey fryer this
holiday season and have a large amount of oil
leftover. Once cooled, pour the oil into a container
and dispose of it at your local collection center.

Q.What are businesses doing?

A.FOGis discharged not only by residents butalso by
businesses. Food handling establishments are
required toinstall and maintain grease traps or
interceptors and have a management plan in place
to prevent FOGdischarge. Otherindustrial
businesses are regulated and inspected regularly to
ensure minimal FOGdischarge. Working together
we anall help prevent sewer doggingand
sanitary sewer overflows (SSOs) and protect
our environment.

Qlsn’t throwing grease into the landfill
just creating a different problem?

A. OGeffectively breaks down under landfill condi-
tions over time. Fats, oils and grease cause greater
environmental problemswhen they enter the
wastewater system and end upin ourwaterways,
the bay or ocean, impacting marine life.

www.sewersmart.orq



http://www.sewersmart.org/
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