
OPHTHALMOLOGY LEVELS OF CARE

PROCEDURE/SKILL PGY 

LEVEL

LEVEL  of 

SUPERVISION*

MILESTONE MILESTONE 

LEVEL

ACGME COMPETENCY**

acquires accurate and relevant problem-focused history for 

common ocular complaints; obtains and integrates outside medical 

records

2 Indirect PC1, PC2, MK1, MK2 2 PC, MK

clinic-based diagnostic testing including: ophthalmic examination , 

all forms of visual field testing, all neuro-ophthalmic testing

2 Indirect PC3, MK1, MK2 2 PC, MK

refraction 2 Indirect PC2, MK1, MK2 3 PC, MK
epilation 2 Indirect PC3, PC7,  MK1, MK3 2 PC, MK
document patient status by clear and legible notes 2 Indirect PC1, MK1, MK2, ICS2 2 PC, MK, PBL, SBP, IC
enter discharge summaries 2 Indirect MK1, MK2, ICS2 2 PC, MK, PBL, SBP, IC, P
enter operative notes 2 Indirect MK1, MK2, ICS3 2 PC, MK, PBL, SBP, IC, P
learn and apply appropriate ICD/CPT codes and understand 

documentation needed

2 Indirect SBP2, ICS3 2 PC, MK, PBL, SBP, IC, P

collect specimens (urine, sputum, drainage, etc.) for submission to 

laboratory or for examination 

2 Oversight PC2, MK1, MK2, SBP1, ICS3 2,3 PC, MK, SBP

maintain correct and complete medical record 2 Indirect MK1, MK2, SBP1, ICS4 2 PC, MK, SBP, IC, P
use and understand the nursing notes and patient data 2 Oversight MK1, MK2, SBP1, ICS4 2 PC, MK, SBP, IC
use the institutional resources and case management services for 

discharge planning and follow-up

2 Oversight MK1, MK2, SBP1, ICS4 2 SPB, IC,P

understand the methods of outcomes assessment 2 Oversight 2 PBL
understand the principles of peer review and cooperate with the 

GMEC and CQI processes & activities

2 Oversight PBL1, SBP2 2 PBL, SBP

understand the concept of risk management and required 

documentation in the medical record

2 Oversight PBL1, SBP2 1,2,3,4 PBL, SBP

understand the principles of clinical research and clinical trials; 

perform basic statistical analysis of data and interpretation of 

published results

2 Oversight PBL1 1,2,3  PBL

perform and document histories and physical exams 2 Indirect PC1, MK1, MK2 2,3 PC, MK, PBL, SBP, IC, P
differential diagnosis 2 Indirect PC1, PC4, PC8 2,3 PC, MK, PBL, SBP, IC
develop and document pre and post operative care 2 Indirect PC2, PC6, PC7 1,2,3 PC, MK, PBL, SBP, IC
obtain and document informed consent 2 Indirect PC7 3 PC, MK, PBL, SBP, IC
request and review consultation 2 Indirect PC8, MK2 3 PC, MK, PBL, SBP, IC, P
order diagnostic test(s) 2 Indirect PC3, MK1, MK2 2,3 PC, MK, PBL, SBP, IC
order medications 2 Indirect PC5, MK1, MK2 2,3 PC, MK, PBL, SBP, IC, P
order work-ups for uveitis orbit disorders 2 Indirect PC2, PC3, MK1, MK2 2,3 PC, MK, PBL, P
electrocautery 2 Direct PC6, PC7, MK1, MK2 2,3 PC, MK
wound closure 2 Direct PC7, MK1, MK2 2,3 PC, MK
wound care 2 Direct PC6, PC7, MK1, MK2 2,3 PC, MK
wound irrigation and debridement 2 Direct PC6, PC7, MK1, MK2 2,3 PC, MK
treatment of extraocular/intraocular, orbital/lid infections 2 Direct PC5, PC7, MK1, MK2 2,3 PC, MK
retina laser procedure (PRP) 2 Direct PC7, MK1, MK2 2,3 PC, MK
iris/trabecular meshwork laser procedure (YAG laser) ALT 2 Direct PC6, MK1, MK2 2,3 PC, MK
excision of chalazia, tarsorrhaphy 2 Direct PC6, PC7, MK1, MK2 2,3 PC, MK
excision of lid/congenital lesions▪ 2 Direct PC6, PC7, MK1, MK2 2,3 PC, MK
levator resection▪ 2 Direct PC7, MK1, MK2 2,3 PC, MK



OPHTHALMOLOGY LEVELS OF CARE

frontalis-slings▪ 2 Direct PC7, MK1, MK2 2,3 PC, MK
enucleation/evisceration 2 Direct PC7, MK1, MK2 2,3 PC, MK
pterygium excision with autograft 2 Direct PC7, MK1, MK3 2,3 PC, MK
obtain and apply split thickness skin graft 2 Direct PC7, MK1, MK4 2,3 PC, MK
canthotomy and cantholysis 2 Direct PC7, MK1, MK5 2,3 PC, MK

* Supervision
Direct-the supervising physician is physically present with the resident and 

patient.                                                                          

*A faculty physician, other than another resident, is physically present 

during the key portions of the procedure or is immediately available.

**Core Competencies
1. Patient Care (PC)
2. Medical Knowledge (MK)                
3. Practice-Based Learning & Improvement (PBL)
4. Systems-Based Practice (SBP)     
5. Interpersonal & Communication Skills (IC)      

Indirect-the supervising physician is physically within the hospital or other 

site of patient care and is immediately available to provide direct 

Oversight- the supervising physician is available to provide review of 

procedures/encounters with feedback after care is provided.

6. Professionalism (P)


