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Today’s discussion -GRAD
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e Types of colleges

 What matters when applying to college
e College planning timeline

e Researching colleges

* FREE college planning resources
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* Established and funded by state governments.

* Supported by taxes paid by the citizens of the state.
* 4-Year Programs

* Graduate Programs

* Not for profit

* Examples in Texas:
* University of Texas (system)
* Sam Houston State University
* Lamar University
* Texas A&M University (system)
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* Supported by student tuition and fees
and by private donors

* Offer financial aid to support student
cost of attendance (COA)

* Not for profit

Examples in Texas:
* Rice University
* Baylor University
* Houston Baptist University
* Jarvis Christian College




Two - year program — Community College
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So what matters when applying .(Erﬁﬁ%

to college?

Demonstrated College
Interest essay
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GPA - grade point average
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Grade Points x

Course Credit Hours | Grade | Grade Points Credit Hours
Subject #1 3 A 4 12
Subject #2 5 B 3 15
Subject #3 A 12
Subject #4 C
Subject #5 B

54

54 - 17 - 3.18

Total Grade Points Total Credit Hours Weighted GPA

04/05/17
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* Your target GPA is the GPA required by your first choice college or by
the most demanding scholarship application you are trying to win.

* Your GPA is most important to you —no one else. Protect it carefully.
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* Rebecca Olmos —Sanchez
(George | Sanchez HS) 2014
GRAD Spotlight Scholar

" Don't freak out. Make the best
of your high school years but
make sure to keep up with your
GPA because your GPA will be the
key to set your future.”
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* First, it is much easier to keep a high GPA
than it is to raise a low GPA.

* You can raise your GPA by earning higher
grades in your classes.




How can | raise my GPA?

* GPA is a number that can be used to compare
your academic achievement to the academic
achievement of other students who may apply
for the same programs.

* GPA also how much you are willing to work at
academic success.

* You are not likely to earn a scholarship if it
appears you are not working hard
academically
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CBSBM
W Texas Caucus of Black School Board Members

TEXAS CAUCUS OF BLACK SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS $2000 SCHOLARSHIP AWARD
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION DEADLINE IS JAN 31, 2018.

Complete this application below and email to awards@tcbsbm.net.
( Minimum Requirements: Applicants must be of African American descent, ha

A2 B (3.0) averagd or above and be graduating in the upcoming year.
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* Class rank is where you are in the line with the
other students in your class.

* Class rank 1is the #1 person in the class based
on GPA.

* Texas schools will use this ranking to decide
which students are given

* Top 10% admission preference



ACT & SAT — . (Firﬁﬁclt)

college entrance exams

Which one should | take?
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8 things to know:

Most four-year colleges use test scores in their admission decisions
Test scores are not the most important factor (but they are important!)
Most colleges publish student test-score information (as a guide)
Admission tests let colleges find you

Colleges may use scores to Award Scholarships

Scores may determine placement in college classes

Most four-year colleges require scores, some two-year colleges
recommend them

Colleges consider multiple scores in different ways
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* Preparing for the tests will inform you about
how you compare to other students taking the
same test.

* It will help you understand what works best
during the actual test.

* Preparing will give you an accurate idea about
timing.

* It boosts your confidence.

* Test prep can improve scores.



Other factors important in the - Project
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* Test scores are only one factor.

* Other factors:
* Your background
* Your characteristics
* Your family history
* Your community/school involvement
* Your academics/achievements
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Research. Explore. Plan.

* Research schools and make a list of schools
your interested in

* What type of school is it?

* Do they have the major your interested in?
* Have you looked at the cost of tuition? o
* What are the admission requirements?
* Do they have early admission?

* Where is the school’s application located?

* What type of fee waivers do they accept?
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=2 apps B Drag to Reposition Other bookmarks

COSTS & FINANCIAL AID T“ltm“ & FBES

Undergraduate Costs & Financial Aid
Undergraduate tuition and fees vary depending on your department, your

How to Apply . , .
residence status, your graduate level, and the courses you're taking.
Tuiti Be sure to check college fees and course fees in addition to basic tuition and
uition

Check for Guaranteed
tuition plans

University fees for a full picture of what you'll pay. Additional fees, such as
s (s parking, are not included on the schedule of charges.

College Fees
Please click here to view the 2018-2018 timeline of important dates.
Course Fees

Estimate Cost of Attendance Academic Year 2019 Tuition Calculator

Timeline 2018-2019 PLEASE TELL US YOUR PLANS RELATED LINKS »
Types of Aid Whgt is your residency status? Resw’rdentr v o H O U S e h O | d I n C O I I I e

Which college do you plan to attend? Engineering v Office of Scholarships and Financial Aid
ITaking classes on campus/off campus? | On-Campus v
FAQs Career Level uUndergraduate v

[ ] [ ] [ ]
7 Is this your first year as an Ve Waivers - College for Texans [ ] P rI o r I t d e a d I I n e S
Undergraduate Admissions undergraduate?

Financial Aid FAQs

Scholarships & Financial Aid Farms
Academic Calendar

Graduate Costs & Financizl Aid How many hours do you plan to attend? |15 v
[ ] [ ]
A OST PER n
P t Infi ti o .
Fyment [nformation [Tuition and Consoclidated Fees 5575205 fo r a d m I SS I O n a n d
Contact Us IMandatory Fee - Student Service Fee $260.00

IMandatory Fee - University Center Fee  $135.00

IMandatory Fee - Recreation and
$106.00
Wellness Center

[TOTAL: $6253.05
1st year 2nd year 3rd year 4thyear Total

Variable Rate|511504.10(511757.19(512015.85/512280.20/547557.34]
FixedRate 510491 46|510491 465104917 46(510491 46/541965 84

M| QUESTIONS? ASK SHASTA
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* IMPORTANT- Not all schools have the same
deadlines

» Keep track of the deadlines for the
schools/scholarships you are applying to

Tip: Create a "College Calendar” with all
important college related deadlines. This will

help you remember that everything on that
calendar is related to college.
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Consider this:
* What if you receive more financial aid awards at one school
than another?
* What if you didn't get accepted into the college of your choice? /
PREPARED

Applying to more than one school allows you to have more NOT
options instead of being stressed out and missing application SCARED
deadlines

Remember the rule of s:
-2 guarantee schools
-2 reach schools
-1 back up school
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This will depend on the school you are
interested in

* Some schools may have their own application

* Others may use sites like
* ApplyTexas
* Common Application

TIP: Create your account for sites like ApplyTexas
ahead of time & write down your username and
password in a safe place



What's next after | submit my Y Project

... hd GRAD
application?

* Sending Transcripts to Universities

* Sending Test Scores

 Letters of Recommendation (if
needed)

i
* Get Bacterial Meningitis shot $ $
& &

* Research for scholarships at schools
you applied to

* Plan your school visits
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Timeline for college access GRAD

Complete

Complete scholarship

applications. '
Write an application Polish your Review your plan
essay. application essay. with your counselor.
Research Complete SAT \
colleges and/or ACT. Review SAR and apply
for scholarships.

\ Submit college

applications to 5
colleges before
the deadlines.

Review your plan
with your counselor!

Review your plan
with your counselor.

% Research
Talk to your @‘“ financial aid.

counselor about a
graduation plan.

Take the PSAT. Plan
6(366 for SAT and/or ACT

\
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Applying for financial aid
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Complete only one application

FAFSA- Free Application for Federal Student Aid

TASFA-

VS

exas Application for State Financial Aid
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* U.S. Citizen or Permanent Resident

* High school graduate or college e g
student Need money for college?

* Eligible degree or certificate ST . .......
program

* Valid social security number . W

* Males registered for selective i ek
service

* Satisfactory academic progress
while in college/career school



FAFSA - Free Application for Federal EKJ &85
Student Aid

FederalStudentAid | FAFSA o | Bl Seach A Sh e | FAFSA opens
October 1

For the 2020-2021
Corviel e FAESAS Fem Aplomton St A4 o 0wy school year, need
2018 tax returns

Need money for college?

NEW TO FAFSA.GOV? RETURNING USER?

Submitting the FAFSA form is quick, and most 2 r:;iiw"jc“m
tantly, it's F 2 started b 7 Al S]
importantly, it's FREE. Get started today. « View your Student Aid Report (SAR) a S a . e . OV

START HERE » LOGIN >

Estimate aid:
fafsagcaster
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For undocumented students ONLY ?,?1.3;3,?.,7,3.5.’.5..‘2..., R

The 1 A«—  Shate Ponancial A (TASSA) 3 wiend b (o) ki marinn 10 hely et emane elginy v vLine | A | Smaread pd
—.w-.n.- -—..«n---.-..-u-. -.- - ot -—n-\a‘wyl‘nn\h’lﬁal 1 e et 00 8 T enas Rt wh (awd spply

" " " " "
. o hedet o i o ] g 1 -~., o Wt Bl St 2 JLAJSAD are aviinrnged 1) dumgiete D TASA, To srviem the FAFSE Ting
vt v e 14110 20 iy 7 VA e Ervam o bl $Piw B e inabA e ins 30 b Ml nr‘xr.-.aw.-r..-—.nuw
Temin sevaderny on emy tor w-.-u-,-. .4...»‘,-.,...—1-»—-'n.Mu--.-—. e e T

Wb o Tl shginity or late aud

O 1 w0 e, SN B wtbn the Bue SU L Yems ant e amamen e, $or (leela pman an tgen £ erea, ple e redrerce the TAMA

administrators at most Texas colleges and s s R
universities to determine a student’s
eligibility for state financial aid

* Where do you get it?
» www.collegeforalltexans.com

* What does it look like?
e TASFA Process



http://www.collegeforalltexans.com/

Lee College Center for Workforce
and Community Development

909 Dacker Dr. Baytown, TX 77520
Tuesday- Thursday 11-7

Friday 11-5

Saturday 10-5

GRADCOfé s agradcafebaytown
» igradcafebaytown

gradaafe.org
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i e
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cafécollege

Whether you want to attend college to get a degree or work on a certificate in a
professional trade, we are here to guide you through every step. You're never too old
or too young to get started. All services and coffee are free!

We're here to assist you from here to career. Anyone, any age. Project GRAD programs offer personalized

planning services, enriching experiences, and one-on-one counseling to help you develop and achieve your
career and education goals. Come see us in Houston at cafécollege and in Baytown at GRADcafé.

Camegle Nelghborhood Library
1050 Quitman St. Houston, TX 77009

> Tuesday & Wednesday 9-7
Thursday 9-8
c — Friday 1-5
Saturday 10-5

cafécollege mackaiisontce

cafecollegehouston.org

GRADcafé.
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cafécollege Houston
1050 Quitman
Houston, TX 77009

832-393-1737
cafecollegehouston.org

GRADcafé
909 Decker Dr.
Baytown, TX 77520
281-425-6804
gradcafe.org



cafecollegehouston.org
gradcafe.org
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Questions?

Ramiro Fonseca

Community Engagement Manager @
GRADcafé.

Email: rfonseca@projectgradhouston.org

Phone: 832-325-0350 (=
cafécollége

www.projectgradhouston.org



mailto:rfonseca@projectgradhouston.org
http://www.projectgradhouston.org/

