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Today’s discussion 

2

• Types of colleges

• What matters when applying to college

• College planning timeline

• Researching colleges

• FREE college planning resources 



Public Colleges and Universities

• Established and funded by state governments.

• Supported by taxes paid by the citizens of the state.

• 4-Year Programs

• Graduate Programs

• Not for profit

• Examples in Texas:
• University of Texas (system)
• Sam Houston State University
• Lamar University
• Texas A&M University (system)



Private Colleges and Universities

• Supported by student tuition and fees 
and by private donors

• Offer financial aid to support student 
cost of attendance (COA)

• Not for profit

Examples in Texas:
• Rice University

• Baylor University

• Houston Baptist University

• Jarvis Christian College



Two - year program – Community College



For-profit



So what matters when applying 
to college? 



GPA – grade point average
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What is your target GPA? 

• Your target GPA is the GPA required by your first choice college or by 
the most demanding scholarship application you are trying to win.

• Your GPA is most important to you – no one else.  Protect it carefully.



Rebecca Olmos

• Rebecca Olmos – Sanchez 
(George I Sanchez HS) 2014 
GRAD Spotlight Scholar

“ Don’t freak out. Make the best 
of your high school years but 
make sure to keep up with your 
GPA because your GPA will be the 
key to set your future.”



How can I raise my GPA?

• First, it is much easier to keep a high GPA 
than it is to raise a low GPA.

• You can raise your GPA by earning higher 
grades in your classes. 



How can I raise my GPA?

• GPA is a number that can be used to compare 
your academic achievement to the academic 
achievement of other students who may apply 
for the same programs.

• GPA also how much you are willing to work at 
academic success. 

• You are not likely to earn a scholarship if it 
appears you are not working hard 
academically
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Class rank

• Class rank is where you are in the line with the 
other students in your class.  

• Class rank 1 is the #1 person in the class based 
on GPA.

• Texas schools will use this ranking to decide 
which students are given 

• Top 10% admission preference



ACT & SAT –
college entrance exams

Which one should I take? 



How colleges use admissions tests

8 things to know:
1. Most four-year colleges use test scores in their admission decisions 

2. Test scores are not the most important factor (but they are important!)

3. Most colleges publish student test-score information (as a guide)

4. Admission tests let colleges find you

5. Colleges may use scores to Award Scholarships

6. Scores may determine placement in college classes

7. Most four-year colleges require scores, some two-year colleges 
recommend them

8. Colleges consider multiple scores in different ways



Why is test prep important? 

• Preparing for the tests will inform you about 
how you compare to other students taking the 
same test.

• It will help you understand what works best 
during the actual test.

• Preparing will give you an accurate idea about 
timing.

• It boosts your confidence.

• Test prep can improve scores.



Other factors important in the 
college application

• Test scores are only one factor.

• Other factors:
• Your background 

• Your characteristics

• Your family history

• Your community/school involvement

• Your academics/achievements   



Research. Explore. Plan.

• Research schools and make a list of schools 
your interested in

• What type of school is it? 

• Do they have the major your interested in?

• Have you looked at the cost of tuition? 

• What are the admission requirements? 

• Do they have early admission? 

• Where is the school’s application located?

• What type of fee waivers do they accept?



Tuition calculators 

Check for Guaranteed 
tuition plans

• Household income

• Priority deadlines 
for admission and 
FAFSA



Be aware of deadlines!

• IMPORTANT- Not all schools have the same 
deadlines

• Keep track of the deadlines for the 
schools/scholarships you are applying to 

Tip: Create a “College Calendar” with all 
important college related deadlines. This will 
help you remember that everything on that 
calendar is related to college. 



Apply to more than one school

Consider this:

• What if you receive more financial aid awards at one school 
than another?

• What if you didn’t get accepted into the college of your choice? 

Applying to more than one school allows you to have more 
options instead of being stressed out and missing application 
deadlines 

Remember the rule of 5:

-2 guarantee schools

-2 reach schools 

-1 back up school



Where do I Apply? 

This will depend on the school you are 
interested in

• Some schools may have their own application 

• Others may use sites like
• ApplyTexas

• Common Application

TIP: Create your account for sites like ApplyTexas
ahead of time & write down your username and 
password in a safe place



What’s next after I submit my 
application?

• Sending Transcripts to Universities 

• Sending Test Scores

• Letters of Recommendation (if 
needed)

• Get Bacterial Meningitis shot

• Research for scholarships at schools 
you applied to 

• Plan your school visits



TimeLine

Talk to your 
counselor about a 
graduation plan.

Review your plan 
with your counselor.

Take the PSAT.  Plan 
for SAT and/or ACT

Research 
colleges

Research 
financial aid.

Complete SAT 
and/or ACT.

Review your plan 
with your counselor!

Write an application 
essay.

Polish your 
application essay.

Complete scholarship 
applications.

Complete 
FAFSA/TASFA

Submit college 
applications to 5 
colleges before 
the deadlines.

Review your plan 
with your counselor.

Timeline for college access

Review SAR and apply 
for scholarships.



How do we look at financing college?Applying for financial aid



Complete only one application 

FAFSA- Free Application for Federal Student Aid

vs

TASFA- Texas Application for State Financial Aid 



Who completes the FAFSA?

• U.S. Citizen or Permanent Resident

• High school graduate or college 
student

• Eligible degree or certificate 
program

• Valid social security number

• Males registered for selective 
service

• Satisfactory academic progress 
while in college/career school



FAFSA - Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid

• FAFSA opens 
October 1

• For the 2020-2021 
school year, need 
2018 tax returns

• fafsa.ed.gov

• Estimate aid:
fafsa4caster



Who completes the TASFA? 

For undocumented students ONLY
• An application used by financial aid 

administrators at most Texas colleges and 
universities to determine a student’s 
eligibility for state financial aid

• Where do you get it? 
• www.collegeforalltexans.com

• What does it look like? 

• TASFA Process 

http://www.collegeforalltexans.com/


1050 Quitman
Houston, TX 77009

832-393-1737
cafecollegehouston.org

909 Decker Dr. 
Baytown, TX 77520

281-425-6804
gradcafe.org

cafecollegehouston.org
gradcafe.org


Questions?

Ramiro Fonseca
Community Engagement Manager

Email:  rfonseca@projectgradhouston.org

Phone:  832-325-0350

www.projectgradhouston.org

mailto:rfonseca@projectgradhouston.org
http://www.projectgradhouston.org/

