Affording a
Stevenson
Education

The value of a Stevenson School
education extends beyond the
student’s years here. Investing
in education is one of the most
important and worthwhile
decisions a family can make.

When you consider sending your child
to Stevenson, take a moment to think
about the overall value. Our students
are taught to be curious about
the world around them by faculty
members that are encouraging and
engaged. Our community is guided
by values of safety, trust, respect,
belonging, and inclusion in all things.
We believe that a student’s
educational opportunities should
not be limited based on a family’s
inability to afford a quality education.
Therefore, Stevenson is committed to
offering significant financial support
to families who qualify for financial
aid based on demonstrated need, and
complete the financial aid application
by the published deadlines.

Applying for Financial Aid
While Stevenson School believes that families have
the primary responsibility for financing their child’s
education, we make every attempt to provide educational
opportunities to those families without the financial
capability to pay the full tuition amount.
When you complete our Request Information Form,
Stevenson Online Application, or the Standard Application
Online (SAO) be sure to mark the “Requesting/Apply for
Financial Aid” box. This will initiate the correspondence
process with you regarding our application timeline and
requirements associated with the financial aid process.
In mid-October, complete the Parents’ Financial
Statement (PFS) online at www.solutionsbysss.com and
use the Stevenson code of 6082. Applications become
available each year by mid-October with a priority
deadline of February 1. Applications submitted by the
deadline are given first priority when determining financial
aid awards. Please note: Families should complete the
financial aid application process either before or at the
same time the student applies for admission.

School & Student Services (SSS) is a service of the
National Association of Independent Schools (NAIS),
and helps assess a family’s ability to pay tuition costs.
Stevenson School uses SSS Parents’ Financial Statement
(PFS) to assist in determining a family’s financial need.
SSS charges a fee to submit an application. If your
family qualifies for a fee waiver based on income,
SSS will automatically waive the fee upon submission
of the application.
As part of the application process you will be required
to upload both your prior year and current year tax
documents to SSS in a PDF format. If you use an
accountant for your tax preparation, be sure to make your
appointment early to ensure you make all deadlines.
Applying for financial aid does not guarantee that you
will be eligible for financial aid. Nor does being eligible
guarantee that there will be financial aid available.
Determination of a financial aid award will depend on
availability of funds, a family’s financial need, and their
application for admission.
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Divorced or Separated Households
If parents are divorced or separated, it is expected that
both the custodial and non-custodial parents complete a
PFS. If either parent has remarried, the assets and income
of the stepparent will be considered. If there is a reason
why one parent is unable to complete an application,
please notify the director of financial aid.

Payment Plans
Payment plans require advance approval from the
school’s Business Office. The school does not charge
interest on approved payment plans. Parents are
required to have met their full financial obligation before
requesting a new payment plan for the following year.
Additionally, all families who are approved for a payment
plan are required to purchase tuition refund insurance.
The premium for this insurance is approximately 3.1%
of the amount of tuition being financed by the school.
For more information, contact Liz Creecy at
831-625-8209 or lcreecy@stevensonschool.org.

Frequently Asked Questions
Is there a maximum amount of income that would make me ineligible for financial aid?
Eligibility is based on a number of factors, one of which is income. If you feel you cannot pay
all the costs of tuition yourself, you should consider applying for financial aid.
If I enroll at Stevenson without financial aid and pay full tuition,
can I apply for financial aid the following year?
If your family enrolls the first year without financial aid, there is an expectation that you will
continue to pay full tuition for the remaining years. In such cases, families may apply for financial
aid in a given year, but unless there is a significant change in your financial picture, there is no
guarantee that your family will receive aid.
If only one parent has a wage-earning job, can we still qualify for financial aid?
If all children in the family are above pre-school age and enrolled in school, there is an expectation
that both parents work to help contribute to the tuition costs at Stevenson. Email the director of
financial aid to explain any special circumstances.
What percent of Stevenson families receive financial aid?
Based on the families who qualified in 2019–2020, approximately 44% of Stevenson families
are receiving financial aid.
Does a request for financial aid affect the student’s admission decision?
No. Stevenson has an aid-blind admission policy. The Admission Board meets to determine the
admissibility of the student before the Financial Aid Committee meets to determine financial aid
eligibility. Thus, the student is first considered for admission without regard to their financial need
or ability to afford tuition.
Do I have to apply for financial aid each year?
Yes. A new financial aid application is required each year and follows the same deadlines as new
applicants. Each year a family’s financial aid eligibility is determined by their most recent tax
documents. If your financial picture has not changed, your family will likely receive a consistent
financial aid award throughout your time at Stevenson.
Is there any financial assistance for expenses outside of tuition?
Stevenson-related expenses outside of tuition are the sole responsibility of the family; however,
if your family is a recipient of financial aid, there is a possibility for some accommodations to be
made on a case by case basis within the department the charges occur.
If I have other children applying to or are already attending tuition-charging
institutions, must I apply for financial aid at those schools too?
Yes, we assume that a family applying for aid from Stevenson will apply for aid from all
tuition-charging schools their other children may be attending.

Financial Aid Office
Shanon Little, Director of Financial Aid
financialaid@stevensonschool.org • 831-625-8306
www.stevensonschool.org

