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No Child Goes Hungry: Feed the Kids

Proper nutrition contributes to every student’s success
in all aspects of their lives. At Winona Area Public
Schools, no child goes hungry. WAPS offers two
school nutrition programs, Feed the Kids and Summer
Food Service, to help feed students year round. Feed
the Kids is a program that allocates donated funds
to qualifying student lunch accounts. To apply,
families must ﬁll out an application to see if they
qualify for this assistance. Families are welcome to
apply during the school year and may reapply in the
event their income level changes. Research shows
that proper nutrition has a positive impact on student
achievement and students often feel more included
in the WAPS Community simply by being assured they
will have an opportunity to have a nutritious meal
each school day.
Funds for this program are shrinking as more
students have applied and qualiﬁed. About 50% of
elementary students in the WAPS district qualify as
well as about 35% in middle and high school. Since
Feed the Kids is fully dependent on donations, funds
for this program are always ﬂuctuating depending
on the number of donations and students. Just
one donation of $50 can help fund 19 meals for
students. Donations can be mailed to the School
Nutrition Ofﬁce at 903 Gilmore Avenue Winona, MN.
Checks can be made payable to Winona Area
Public Schools Feed the Kids. For more information
about donating or about the Feed the Kids program,
visit www.winonaschools.org/district/departments/
school-nutrition.

week after school is out for summer and continues
until mid-August. Anyone who is 18 years or younger
can come to eat a free meal through this program.
Lunch is served every day during the weekdays as
well as breakfast at Winona Middle School (WMS).
About 600 meals are served daily through this
program, which impacts many families lives. It helps
to ensure that students are being fed even when
school is not in session.
WAPS joined the SFSP in 2015 to help the school’s
goal of no child being hungry. Since then, more
locations have been incorporated to serve kids 18
and under. Two of the most popular locations are at
WMS and the public library. Meals are served in the
lunchroom at WMS and from a bus at the library.
Winona Middle School
June 11th - August 23rd
Breakfast 7:30 - 8:45 am
Lunch 11:00 am - 12:45 pm
Summer Food School Bus
Winona Library
June 10th - August 9th
Lunch 11:15 am - 12:45 pm
For full list of summer meal
locations and times please
visit ww.winonaschools.org

A second program offered through WAPS is the
Summer Food Service Program (SFSP). Free meals are
made available at various locations throughout the
Winona community for children and teens to attend
during the summer months. This program is fully
funded by the federal government. SFSP begins the
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SENIOR SPOTLIGHT
ANNA REM ‘19 “During my high school career, I really enjoyed
playing in the pep band at football games. There is always so much
energy and school spirit. Our pep band’s enthusiasm is a unique
feature of our school.” Anna has been involved in soccer, National
Honor Society, Spanish Honor Society, Band (Symphonic, Pep,
Marching and Jazz), Community Bell Choir, Knowledge Bowl and
volunteering in the community. Anna will be attending Luther College
in the fall and will be pursuing a career in the medical ﬁeld.

ISAAC HICKS‘19 “The Winona Senior High School Tech Nest has

allowed me to explore video production and ﬁnd my niche. During
my time in the Tech Nest I had the opportunity to produce hundreds
of videos for Winona Area Public Schools. I also really enjoyed Ms.
Pfeilsticker’s class and I look forward to graduation.” Isaac will be
attending the Minneapolis Community Technical College for video
production.

CONNOR SANVIK ‘19 “My proudest accomplishment during my high
school career was helping the Tech Nest grow from a small group
to a full team that helps the district and the community. One of my
favorite traditions is when the band plays at football games and the
students all sway together.” Connor will be attending Winona State
University for a degree in computer science.

LYDIA HALBAKKEN‘19 “I will always remember all the fun I had in the
Miller Mentoring program. One of my favorite events during my high
school career was the pep rallies. A teacher that has helped me a lot
was Mr. Martin. He always made wood class really fun!” Lydia will be
attending the University of Wisconsin Stout for a bachelors degree in
graphic design and interactive media.

JULIAN FERNANDEZ PETERSEN ‘19 “The Winona Senior High School
English staff dedication has inspired me to have a strong work ethic.
During my high school career I have been involved in Student
Council, National Honor Society, Knowledge Bowl, Nordic Ski and
Tennis. My senior year has been awesome and far exceeded my
expectations.” Julian will be attending the University of Minnesota
and plans to continue onto law school.

A Night to Shine event raised $53,000!

One of the most intense blizzards of the season could not keep a sold-out crowd away from celebrating and
raising money for the Foundation for Winona Area Public Schools and public education in Winona.
Mary Bergin kicked off the celebration as this year’s 2019 Legacy Award winner. The Legacy Award is
presented to a citizen or organization that shows exemplary support and commitment to the Foundation’s
goal to enhance education with dedication to our community of learners. With nearly 40 years of operational,
accounting and systems management experience, Mary Bergin currently serves as Vice President of Knitcraft
Corporation in Winona, Minnesota. She believes everyone can give
back to their community with their time and talents, which in turn will
reap the beneﬁt of tremendous personal growth. Congratulations
Mary, for this well-deserved award.
Guests perused the 60’s black and white movie-themed art, enjoyed
centerpieces of antique historic reels, and appreciated forged metal
reel sculptures adorning the space, all for sale, and sure to ﬁnd a place
in a home theater or study. Over 150 donated items from generous
businesses and personal donors enhanced the evening and led to one
of the most prosperous auctions ever. WNB Financial and Merchants
Bank once again showed their support for the Foundation and public
education by offering up their lead sponsorship, as well as many corporate and community donors.
As guests hoping to beat the storm paid for their items and cashiers were kept continually busy, the event could
undoubtedly be considered a success!! The $53,000 will be rolled out in the fall to all of our Winona Area Public
Schools for Academics, Arts, Athletics and Activities. For more information on the Foundation contact Shelley
Milek at 507-494-1004 or www.foundationwaps.org.

MN Teacher of the Year Finalist

Tuesday, October 30th started out like every Tuesday for Theresa Pearson, an English teacher at Winona Senior
High School. As she was writing the morning lesson on the board, her colleagues along with Amber Mlynczak,
the 2017 WEA Teacher of the Year, entered the room to announce that she had been selected as the 2018
Winona Education Association (WEA) Teacher of the Year! Mrs. Pearson continued on for Minnesota Teacher of
the year ﬁnishing as a ﬁnalist in the top nine.
The Winona Education Association chooses a Winona Teacher of the Year based on a number of
characteristics, including a teacher’s active engagement that reﬂects positively on teachers’ role in the
communities and going above and beyond in service to students, families and the district.
Pearson has been a teacher at Winona Senior High School for the past twenty-two years. Over the years she
has taught a wide range of courses and currently teaches Honors English 9, Language and Composition, AP
Literature and Composition, Cultural Voices, Research Writing and Practical 12. Outside of the classroom she
has continued to work with students through the National Honor Society,
Student Council, Laws of Life essay, Japan ambassadorship lead adviser,
Site Team member, Boomerang Projects, Link Crew Lead Coordinator,
PLC Facilitator, School Improvement Team member and the Knowledge
Bowl team.
Pearson is passionate about building relationships in the classroom. She
designs lessons that not only focus on the curriculum but also on the
students’ awareness of self, connecting to the material on a personal
level and promoting the skills necessary to move to the next level. Upon
accepting the award, Pearson said, “I wish to graciously thank the
Winona community for allowing me the privilege to work side by side
with some of the best educators any district has to offer, with mentors
of true quality, parents full of hope and support, and young people of
exceptional intellectual promise.” Winona Area Public Schools is proud
to have Mrs. Pearson on our staff and appreciate her work on behalf of
students, families and the district.
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WAPS RETIREES
Cindy Amberg
Linda Chadbourn
Cathy Espe
Marilee Fish
Kris Hall
Kevin Martin
Lauri Oliver
William O’Laughlin
Margaret Schild
Katherine Terry
Terrance Thrune
Kimberly Waltzer
Deb Ward

Thank you all for your
dedication to Winona
Area Public Schools and
enjoy your next chapter
in life!

REFERENDUM
UPDATES

Referendum projects
will start this summer at
Goodview Elementary,
Jefferson Elementary,
W-K Elementary and
Winona Senior High
School. For updates
follow WAPS District
Facebook or visit
WinonaSchools.org. We
would like to thank our
communities for their
continued support for
Winona Area Public
Schools.
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“Where are they now?”Alumni Highlight
Tacy Rygmyr Mangan graduated from Winona Senior High School with the
class of 1972. During her time in the Winona Area Public Schools (WAPS), she
was involved in both band and choir. These activities, along with her classes,
gave her the opportunity to develop a solid foundation for her future career.
After graduating from WAPS, Mangan attended Gustavus Adolphus College
for two years and later transferred to the University of Minnesota where she
graduated with a Bachelor of Fine Arts. During her time in college, she started
work as a TV producer for WCCO-TV Minneapolis. That initial job led Mangan
to other opportunities, like working at KMSP-TV Minneapolis, producing training
videos for Target, working as a PBS producer, and producing Travel Channel
series to name a few. Alongside Andrew Zimmer, Mangan helped produce the
pilot for the Bizzare Foods Series which is now on its twelfth season. A recent
broadcast series she has worked on is Big Food Truck Tip on the Food Network.
Mangan received a National Daytime Emmy, Andrew Carnegie Medal
of Excellence, and George Peabody Award. Mangan now owns her own
company in Minneapolis named Brown Horse Media where she consults with
cable programming.
While working in this industry she is always trying to keep up with the most
current technology and broadcasting
trends. She stated, “Netﬂix and other
streaming services have changed how
television works.” Staying up-to-date
with those trends has helped lead her
successful career.
When asked how WAPS prepared
Mangan for her future, she recalled
“Being able to do whatever you wanted
to do and having the support to do
so led me to a solid foundation for
my future.” She always felt she could
get the support and information she
needed from teachers and staff within
the district. A teacher that stood out to
her during her time was Mrs. Fillenworth.
Mangan remarked, “Mrs.Fillenworth
was my English teacher who always
encouraged me and she stood out as
someone who helped lead me into
the career ﬁeld I chose.”
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