NATIONAL BLUE RIBBON AWARD
2019-2020 FAQ’S
What is the National Blue Ribbon School Program?

Established by the Department of Education (DOE) in 1982, the National Blue Ribbon Schools
program (NBRS) recognizes schools that are deemed either Exemplary High Performing or
Exemplary Achievement Gap Closing. It is an exclusive award that only recognizes the top schools in
the nation. While over 300 public schools qualify for both awards each year, nonpublic schools are
only eligible for the Exemplary High Performing award. Private schools that meet the qualification
standards apply through the Council for American Private Education (CAPE). The DOE limits
CAPE’s nominations to a maximum of 50 schools nationwide. This means that qualifying for the
award does not guarantee a school will receive it. After receiving a CAPE nomination, a school’s
application is then reviewed by the DOE, which makes the final decision on which schools receive
the award. Once a school receives the award, it is not eligible to receive the award for another five
years. This is the first time that Trinity has applied for the award, an extensive process that began last
summer.

What are the qualifications for receiving the NBRS award?

To receive the Exemplary High Performing School award, a school’s students must test in the top
15% in the nation in reading and mathematics, as measured by the most recent nationally normed test.
Each year Trinity tests students using the Comprehensive Testing Program (CTP) published by the
Educational Records Bureau. The CTP is a rigorous nationally normed test used by college
preparatory schools across the nation. While we utilize CTP results to identify student strengths and
areas of improvement, the DOE utilizes them to make its final determination for the NBRS. Trinity’s
2018 test results indicated that our students not only met the NBRS qualifications but in many grades,
our students tested in the top 10% nationally. Additionally, the graduation rate for the school must be
95% or higher. Please visit http://www.capenet.org/brs.html for more details regarding other
qualifications.

How important is this award?

While Trinity is honored to be named a 2019 NBRS, we are not surprised. We cultivate truth,
courage, and service, and in doing so find that being Christ-centered and academically excellent are
natural extensions one of another. Since our school’s inception in 1987, we have been committed to
preparing the next generation of Christian leaders. Our school goal is to equip students to walk
humbly with God in their minds, love mercy in their hearts, and act justly in their lives. Therefore,
Trinity pursues academic rigor, spiritual vitality, and life together in a community committed to the
historic Christian faith. Trinity’s commitment to small student-to-teacher ratios, to sensible use of
technology alongside traditional textbooks, and to robust instructional support, has resulted in
graduates who continue to outperform state and national norms. While we do not strive for the
recognition of others, it is noteworthy that public education leaders recognize the excellence of our
students and teachers.

