A FAMILY LIKE
NO OTHER

Stephen Withnell left behind life as a high-flying banker in
London to become Deputy Head of Stonyhurst College. A
year on, he tells us why he doesn’t regret a thing
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It’s a year since you and
your family moved to
Stonyhurst, but what drew
you to the position initially?
T attended the school when I
was younger, and was then a
Governor for a couple of years
before moving up here. The
school asked whether I would
ever consider the move and the
answer was ‘absolutely’ for a
couple of reasons: one, because
Thave an enormous affection

for the school and also a huge
affection for Lancashire. And
two, because as a family - and
Stonyhurst is for me defined as a
family school - it was absolutely
the right time for us. My sons are
aged four and six, and the Ribble
Valley is just such a magical place
to bring up children.

The other thing that is so
distinctive about this place is

the Catholic ethos: the school
considers itself to be very
outward-focused. We are not
really interested in how much
money our pupils make and

that kind of thing. What we’re
really keen to see is how they use
this amazing privilege to give
back to others. Stonyhurst is a
springboard to a life of purpose.
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You are a former investment
banker at the prestigious
Goldman Sachs. How are you
bringing what you learned
there to Stonyhurst?

It is refreshingly not as difficult
a career change as you might
expect! The job is obviously
very different, but the things

I oversee here are the kind of
things that I experienced while
working in London — I look after
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