Thetford Grammar School
Inspiring Respectful, Resilient and Responsible young people
Friday 5th July 2019
Dear Families of Thetford Grammar School,

We have reached the end of the school year and done so in the same fantastically
productive manner that our school has approached every week of each term. Indeed,
there has been so much activity that I can only summarise the many reasons for
excitement, celebration and pride that we have enjoyed the in the final fortnight.
In the last week of June, we held our Prep and Senior Sports Days, both events well
attended and blessed with sunshine. Pupils from across the whole school took part in a
wide series of track and field events, many impressing with their willingness to attempt
something unfamiliar or particularly challenging. I am very grateful to Mr Hill, Mrs
Alecock and our Grounds and Maintenance departments for their hard work in making
these events such a success.
Sports ran concurrent with our Art exhibition, attended by the Mayor, which showcased
a piece of work from every pupil studying Art in the school. It was yet another reminder
of how magnificently well our pupils are trained, with submissions in the mediums of
paint, sculpture, pottery, photography, collage, etching, textiles, video and more. The
event also marked the passing of the Art department torch from Ms Sherring to Ms
Griffiths. We will miss Ms Sherring greatly, but we know her legacy is in safe hands.
That week was rounded off with another sunny spectacular, the Summer Fayre, hosted
and run by the Friends of Thetford Grammar School. There were stalls, there were
stocks (and soaking wet teachers and Sixth Formers), there was fabulous food and thirstquenching drinks, the police and the army ran career information stalls, pupils ran
through an inflatable assault course and a folk band serenaded us all. What more could
you want? Thank you, Friends!
The final full week of term was busier still. On the Tuesday, we honoured our younger
pupils’ achievements with our Prep School Speech Day. A stirring speech by former
pupil turned film producer, Ms Georgie Pearson, was followed by prize-giving and then
cream teas in the rose garden. Well done to all our Prep pupils and staff for another
brilliant year.
Thursday 4th and Friday 5th July saw Dickensian London descend upon Thetford
Grammar School with pupils from Year One to Year Twelve either on stage or behind
the scenes of our musical production Oliver! The exceptional stage and music direction
of Mrs Cornell and Mrs Weyers saw our young stars shining brightly. Those in the
audience were truly captivated and I am certain that we will find ourselves saying ‘Of
course, I saw X in Oliver! before they were famous…’
On Saturday, the Williamson Hall went from Victorian workhouse to summer marquee
courtesy of some clever drapes and the tireless efforts of Mr Reynolds, our Caretaker.
Chloe in Year Thirteen had organised a sumptuous leavers’ ball and we bade farewell to
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her class and a few friends from years gone by. We also said goodbye to Mrs Pearson as
Head of Sixth and welcomed Mr Ward as her successor. The less said about the Hokey
Cokey, though, the better.
Then came the final few days, and the most active of activities weeks. There have been
international trips to Burgundy and the Ardeche, a Duke of Edinburgh Silver Expedition
to the Peak District, Year Five and Six residential at Hilltop Outdoor Education Centre,
and EYFS and Prep roller-skating (yes, for some it was a Bambi-on-ice experience).
Those in Senior School have hardly been less busy, exploring ecology with the British
Trust for Ornithology, practising meditation and martial arts, taking part in a film
competition with the hilarious results to be screened at the start of next term, and
squeezing in a cinema visit. My sincere thanks to our staff for making these many events
happen so successfully and to our pupils for embracing the opportunities so positively.
And now the school falls quiet for the next few weeks. How to deal with that sudden
change of pace? Well, for those awaiting GCSE and A level results, we wait calmly and
confidently alongside you. In the hope that all of our families have a wonderful summer
holiday, and in reflection of how much our school community has achieved this year,
let’s finish with the words of another busy mind, the 19th Century archaeologist, banker,
biologist, philanthropist and politician, John Lubbock:
“Rest is not idleness, and to lie sometimes on the grass under trees on a summer's day,
listening to the murmur of the water, or watching the clouds float across the sky, is by
no means a waste of time.”

With best wishes
Mr Michael Brewer, Head
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TECH CLUB
Next Thing Education, are a group of professional creators, inventors and tech-enthusiasts
who are passionate about sharing their skills with young inventors. They bring cutting-edge
technology for children to learn creative, technical and logical skills they need for the future.
Their mission is to make it easy for children to learn how to program, explore virtual reality,
discover Minecraft, produce music and code.
Children can learn about app creation, Minecraft, Robotics and even 3D printing! They’ll use
teamwork, make new friends and learn valuable new skills
Next Thing are holding a number of workshops, for children aged between 5 and 11years
old, from the 5th – 9th August, including Minecraft Mods, 3D World Building and Sport
Technology among others; although the details may not be exactly as on the leaflet.
Places are limited so please visit www.nextthing.education to register your child.
If you have any questions please visit info@nextthing.education for more information.
Mrs Cathie Reynolds
School Secretary

SUGAR BABIES
Year 5 & 6 Squirrels have been studying Puberty in Science. As
part of this they have been given bags of sugar to care for as
their ‘baby’.
The idea is to give young children a small inkling into the
responsibilities of parenthood.
On Wednesday 19th June, the children were given a 1kg bag of
sugar which they had to take everywhere with them for a week,
leaving it with a ‘babysitter’ if they couldn’t take it.
Many of the children dressed up their sugar babies and brought in carriers or prams. I am
pleased to say that the children did a good job and received a sugar babies certificate.
I enjoyed this experience as it taught me how to be a responsible parent - Fraser
I didn’t necessarily enjoy this but it did teach me how to look after a baby- Connie
I learnt you have to be responsible and not to leave it at home- Lucas
Mrs Renate Dimminger
Y6 Teacher
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SPORTS DAYS
This week we held our Pre-Prep, Prep and Senior School Sports Days. The weather held,
despite a worrying start on the Tuesday morning, and on both afternoons, we had decent
conditions for parents who came to watch their children take part.
The Pre-Prep and Prep Sports Day involved lots of classic races including the egg & spoon,
balancing quoit on the head, sack race, obstacle race, bean bag race and the famous parents’
race!
Individual awards are given to the top performing athletes in Pre-Prep and Prep. These are
known as the Victor (boys) and Victrix (girls) Lodorum. This translates to “the winner of the
games”.
Pre-Prep and Prep Victor and Victrix Ludorum Winners were:
Victor Ludorum
Pre-Prep Boys

Hugo Plumridge

Prep Boys

Max Allen

Emilia Belloti

Prep Girls

Megan Jones

Victrix Ludorum
Pre-Prep Girls

The Senior School Sports consists of your more traditional Athletics Track and Field
events. Boys and girls compete for their House in the age categories of Junior (Year 7 & 8),
Intermediate (Year 9 & 10) and Senior (Year 11,12,13).
Senior School Victor and Victrix Ludorum Winners were:

Victor Ludorum
Junior Boys

Regan Statham

Senior Boys

Louis Dunn

Intermediate Boys

Oliver Sanders

Intermediate Girls

Abigail Clouston

Victrix Ludorum
Junior Girls

Bethan Jones & Kezia Hayden

Senior Girls

Eleanor Pringle

Prep School House Champions results:
Cronsheys 96 points

Coles 82 points

Millingtons 73 points

Reeds 67 points
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Senior School House Championship results:
Coles 454 points

Millingtons 432 points

Reeds 426 points

Cronsheys 399 points

Senior School Tug of War winners:
Cronsheys.
There were also 4 school records broken on the day:
Regan Statham
Ryan Bourne
Abigail Clouston
Alana Wilson

Junior Boys’ Long Jump
Intermediate Boys’ 800m
Intermediate Girls’ 1500m
Senior Girls’ Javelin

4.72
2.18.43
5.21
31.41

Thank you to the parents who came along to support and those who took part.
Thank you also to the Sports, Catering and Maintenance teams who help to make this event
happen and finally thank you to all the participants who took part and did their best, and
cheered on everyone else. There was a fantastic friendly, yet competitive, atmosphere.
Also, Mrs Jenner and Mrs Burrows from the FoTGS who very kindly supplied much needed
ice lollies for the participants.
Mr Michael Hill
Head of PE & Games

ART EXHIBITION 2019
Thanks to all who attended the Art Exhibition this year, we were so proud to display works
from all students and pupils in the school and showcase the talented artists of all ages.
Prizes were awarded to the following:
The Old Thetfordian Award for DT - Guy Jacklin - Year 13
The Old Thetfordian Award for Art - Elena Armes - Year 13
The Head's Award for Juniors - Balazs Varadi - Year 4
The Head's Award for Key Stage 3 - Maia Foreman - Year 9
The Head's Award for Key Stag 4 & 5 - Kate Shelton - Year 11
The Friends of TGS Award for Preparatory - Joseph Burrows Year 1
The Friends of TGS Award for Photography - Abigail Clouston - Year 9
The Friends of TGS Award for Sculpture - Kudzi Garikayi - Year 13
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A huge well done to our prizewinners and a thank you to our judges for their nominations.
I would like to add a special thanks to Maintenance for their help installing the exhibition
and some of the larger pieces. A huge thanks to Mr Brewer, The OTA and the Friends of
TGS for their continued support of the Art Department at Thetford Grammar School, we
wouldn't be able to put on such a big end of year show or many of the extra workshops and
activities and trips without this.
A personal thank you to Miss Sherring, who will be leaving us at the end of the year. She has
guided so many of our artists onwards to art school and university, arranged countless
amazing trips abroad and to galleries and has inspired so many students during her time
here, we will miss you!

Elena Armes
Balazs Varadi
Guy Jacklin

Kate Shelton

Joseph Burrows

Maia Foreman
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Abigail Clouston

Kudzi Garikayi

Kudzi Garikayi

Miss C. Griffiths
Teacher of Art
SQUIRRELS’ JITTER BUGS
In Design Technology this term Year 5/6 have been making
‘Jitter Bugs’. They were given a kit which they assembled to
make the base. Using balloons and papier mâché the pupils
made the heads. They all really enjoyed making them and fun was head when they all
jumped around.

Mrs Renate Dimminger
Year 5/6 Teacher
YEAR 12 ART TRIP TO NORWICH UNIVERSITY OF THE ARTS
DEGREE SHOWS
Year 12 Art students enjoyed their trip to Norwich University
of the Arts on Friday 28th June. Several students interested in
pursuing careers in the arts went along to listen to
information about degree specialisms; we also visited the end
of year shows ranging from Textiles, Graphic Design, Games
Design, Fashion and Textiles, to name but a few.
Year 12 got lots of inspiration for their ongoing project work and spent some
time in the galleries sketching and taking photographs. Particular high points
were the Textiles and Photography exhibitions, which are always excellent.
Miss C. Griffiths
Teacher of Art
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MATHS AND LIBRARY PUZZLE CHALLENGE
On Wednesday 26th June, Mrs Beukes, Miss Wharton and Mrs
Settle held the Maths / Library Puzzle Challenge in Old
School. This has become an annual fixture in the Summer term
with our Year 7s using skills they have gained in Maths and
Library lessons during the year.
Split into 6 teams the pupils spent time at bases which
included Maths puzzles 'Fraction Pie' and 'The 24 Game' and book
quiz questions based on Maths books.
Congratulations to the winning team of
Freya Bowen, Abby Clements, Dan
Clouston and Oscar Harris who were just
one point ahead of the next two teams of Jess Gott, Rhianna
Wortley, Aaron Williams and Alexis Goodwin, Freddy Guyton,
Meghan Murphy.
Mrs Settle and Mrs Beukes
Library and Maths Team

SUMMER PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION YEARS 7-9
I am pleased to announce that the title for the summer
photography competition is 'Geometric'. All pupils in Year 7 to 9
(including those joining Year 7 in September) should take some
shots over the holidays using this theme as inspiration. Pupils
may choose to convert their images in to black and white if they
think that this makes the photo more effective.
Each year I am stunned by the high standard of submissions to our
summer competition, and last year's 'shadows' entries
were on display in the end of year exhibition.
There is an album of images to help with initial ideas
for the photoshoot on Google Classroom, the
passcode is 'viqa74s'
Pupils should bring 10 images in on a USB to their
first Art lesson in September. Good luck everyone!
Miss C. Griffiths
Teacher of Art
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THETFORD VOICES WORKSHOPS
Thetford Voices are holding Singing Workshops at Thetford Grammar School on Tuesday
13th and Wednesday 14th August in the Williamson Hall. The Workshops are designed for 6 –
16 year olds and if you would like more information or to book please email
thetfordvoices@gmail.com
Click here to access the flyer.
Mrs Cathie Reynolds
School Secretary

THETFORD FOODBANK APPEAL
Following an appeal from Thetford Foodbank last week, we were delighted by the rapid and
generous response from our parents here at TGS.
Mrs Brewer and Mr Bone-Knell delivered all of your donations on Monday 24th June for
which the Foodbank staff were very grateful.
Pictured left is Arthur the Hippo surveying the abundant amount of donations we received.
Mrs Cathie Reynolds
School Secretary

THETFORD NETBALL CLUB
Thetford Netball Club would like to encourage young players to come along and find out
why Netball is the number 1 sport for women and girls. If you are aged between 8 – 14 years
old, want to be part of a friendly club and make new friends then why not come to our free
junior sessions on Saturday 27th July and/or Saturday 17th August at Thetford Academy.
9.30am – 11.00am.
Please see the poster attached with this newsletter.
Mrs Cathie Reynolds
School Secretary
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FREE EVENTS FOR PUPILS IN NORWICH
There are some free events for young people aged 11 – 17 in Norwich at the National Centre
for Writing in Norwich including Creative Writing workshops for 11 – 13s and 14 – 17s
taking place every Thursday and Friday over August.
Further details at https://nationalcentreforwriting.org.uk/working-with-schools/half-termworkshops/
CONGRATULATIONS

ENDEAVOURS
Squirrels
Fraser Bacon
Dominic Trowell
Foxes
Jack Bacon
Badgers
Conan Brain
Sophie Codd
Hedgehogs
Jimmy Chenery-Taylor
Thea Wortley
Rabbits
Emilia Bellotti
Jasper Heffer
COMMENDATIONS
7D
Abby Clements
Jess Gott
7H
Fearn Bourne
Meghan Murphy
8E
Millicent Burrows
Elliott Morrison
8S
Harrison Barnes
Brayden Rourke
9C
Toby Baker
Lauren Miles

Harriet Brewer

Connie Foreman

Megan Jones

Henrietta Brewer
Max Hanspal

George Bullen

Joseph Burrows

Jasmine Hanspal

James Ollenbuttel

Hugo Plumridge

Toby Glassbrook
Alessandra Massimino

Bailey Hayhoe

Bruce Hayhoe

Oscar Foreman
Alexis Goodwin

Oscar Harris
Aaron Williams

Kezia Hayden

Freya Bowen
Elly Phipps

Daniel Clouston

Ailish Jenner

Emily Carriage

Jasmine Dawes

Harriet Guyton

Lieselot Buckley
Regan Statham

Bethan Jones

Noah Pollard

Cassie Clements
Oliver Sanders

Ethan Harris
Danni Zhang

Joshua Kriehn-Morris

Megan Chenery-Taylor
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9S
Ryan Bourne
Cassidy Goodwin
Alasdair Wilford
10A
Emma Gott
10G
Charlotte Ogilvie
Madeleine Trussell
12E
Eleanor Pringle
12W
Liam Dargan
Alana Wilson

Abigail Clouston
Matthew Kendall

Maia Foreman
Sophie Peace

Fu Pengcheng
Samuel Sidery

Samuel Jones

Louise Macrow

Miranda Patalidis-Thomas

Christoph Prior

Oskar Prior

Amy Smith

Jamie Robertson

Boyan Wang

Will Pollard
Sophie Gornall

Congratulations to Thea Wortley in Hedgehog class for receiving her medal
at ballet and for moving up to the next class. We are very proud of you Thea!

Artist of the Month - July
Visitors to the end of year exhibition were able to nominate this July's Artist
of the Month. In a landslide of votes this award goes to Kudzi Garikayi.
Kudzi created a collaborative sculpture during assembly about what
the NHS means to us all, we made origami hearts signifying
different experiences we have had and services we have used over
the past year. It was moving to see the pupils’ reaction to this, and
whilst making the hearts a lot of stories as well as thanks concerning
the NHS were exchanged. Kudzi also produced a video installation
in the corner of Williamson Hall about climate change and social
media use among her peers.
Kudzi is going on to study nursing and we wish her all the best of
luck at university!
Miss C. Griffiths
Teacher of Art
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Congratulations to Connie, Harriet and Oliver for completing their Junior Librarian training.

Congratulations to all of the Fox and Squirrel Classes for
achieving their Junior Medics awards.

Congratulations to Connie Foreman for achieving her sailing award. Well done
Connie we are very proud of you!
FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Friday 12th July
Tuesday 16th July

PM Return
15:30pm ETA
AM Return
11.30pm ETA

Burgundy Return Home
Ardèche Trip Return Home

Thursday 15th August

10:00 AM

A Level Results Day

Thursday 22 August

10:00 AM

GCSE Results Day

nd

Wednesday 4th September

First Day of Term

FIXTURES
NO UPCOMING
FIXTURES

FIXTURE RESULTS

NO NEW FIXTURE
RESULTS
PARENT PIN BOARD

12
Issue No 17 2018/2019

Welcome to our Parent Pin Board. The aim of the pin board is to share information on all
safeguarding matters with our parents on a regular basis. The information will cover areas
such as online safety, national safeguarding issues and current strategies.
THE UNIFORM SHOP
The uniform shop will be open during term time on Mondays, from 8.30am until
9.00am. We have many top-quality items for sale including blazers, sweaters, and
sportswear. If you have any spare time to help with the shop, please let us know. You
don’t need to be a member of the Friends of TGS to volunteer.
Mrs Anna Jenner
Friends of Thetford Grammar School

ALLERGIES – PACKED LUNCHES / SNACKS
Due to allergies, I would be grateful if you could refrain from sending in nuts or
products containing nuts as part of a packed lunch or for snack. We do encourage
children to bring in healthy snacks for playtime and would appreciate your
support. Many thanks.
Mrs Nicki Peace
Head of Preparatory School
LOST PROPERTY
Could parents please look out for the following items of Lost Property:
Hoodies – one labelled Abigail Clouston and one Daniel Clouston.
Oliver Snow in Y6 has lost his blazer – please could parents check their child’s blazer to
make sure they have brought the correct one home.
Ailish Jenner in Y8 has lost her skort – could parents please check in their child’s bags over
the weekend in case it has been picked up by mistake. It is named.
Regan Statham in Y8 has lost his Apple iPhone charger.
Aaron Williams has lost his sports sweatshirt which is named.
ATTACHMENTS
Tech Club Poster
If you would like a printed copy of this newsletter please contact the office.
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