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COMING EVENTS:
 SEPTEMBER 19
Fall Bible Study Begins
11:00-a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Clay Board Room
 SEPTEMBER 30
Faculty & Staff
Appreciation Lunch
Hosted by Senior Class Parents
11:10 a.m.-12:20 p.m.
Parsley Center Foyer
 OCTOBER 4
Homecoming Football Game
700 p.m.
Clay Stadium
 OCTOBER 5
Homecoming Dance
8:00-p.m. –10:30 p.m.
Competition Gym
 OCTOBER 8
Catholic High School College Fair
6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.
Competition Gym
OCTOBER 10
Blood Drive
 OCTOBER 14
Grandparents’ Day
9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Competition Gym

Letter from the President
Here we are, off and running with a new school year. SJ has a tradition for
this time of the year, the Mass of the Holy Spirit marks the “end of the
beginning”; meaning it’s not the start of school, it’s just our regular routine
now. Nobody is “new” anymore. We are all now working each day at the
work God has given us each day. It’s something to ponder. I have to admit,
with my youngest son now in his senior year, I also have an eye on the future
and am wishing that God would give us a bit more than “daily bread”. I’m
wishing for a year’s worth of answers right now! However, that’s not a faith
journey, is it?
As I think about the Class of 2020…yes, 2020: it seems there is a message
about vision and clarity. Certainly, by May of 2020, we will have clarity about my 18 year old’s
future.
As your Mothers’ Club President, I’m gaining clarity after spending a few blurry-eyed months
studying the myriad activities of the Strake Jesuit Mothers’ Club. Wow! I’ve learned that the
group is even more amazing than I knew; dozens of volunteers started working this summer.
I’m so thankful to have friends help me navigate
the work and the technical aspects of my new
position, and there are many aspects of my new
position. In my living room right now, there are
about a dozen thick binders, full of the hard
work of Mothers’ Club Presidents who have
come before me.
Every time I fear I will not measure up, I am
reminded that community is God’s answer to
fatigue.
How did I collect a wonderful
community of friends? From volunteering, of
course!
Over the summer, I also was happy to have
three of my nephews visit Houston for a week
(must be love that brings them from California to Houston….in August). There are twin boys
who are eleven and their little brother who is eight. They wanted a tour of Strake Jesuit. They
got the A-list tour, including a special inside look at Mr. Lojo’s new office, and they tested a
lovely swing tucked behind the Jesuit Residence. You know that’s a big deal for a boy who is
starting second grade this year. They and my brother marveled at the beauty and the size of
the SJ campus, a great reminder to the
McMillan family that we are so
fortunate. I need to stop and just look
around our campus more often.

OCTOBER 16

Being with them is a real reminder of
how fast time flies by when we are raising
boys. It’s hard work, long days and long
nights, but the journey is full of
unexpected moments of joy which
together make a family.

Mothers’ Club General Meeting
11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Clay Board Room
(Remember, if you are an SJ
parent, you are in the club.)

That’s how I also feel about my SJ family;
rewarding work + time together = lasting
friendship.

 OCTOBER 23
Mother-Son Luncheon
12:15 p.m.-2:00 p.m.
Bayou City Event Center

Whatever you do this year, be sure you
are part of the equation, and watch for
adventures along the way.

 OCTOBER 29
Parent-Teacher Meetings
6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.

Sally McMillan
Mothers’ Club President 2019-2020

Mothers’ Club Executive Board 2019-2020
Look for them on campus, they are likely to be around.
___________________________
MOTHERS’ CLUB
EXECUTIVE BOARD
2019-2020
PRESIDENT
SALLY MCMILLAN
MCPRESIDENT@STRAKEJESUIT.ORG
VICE PRESIDENT
SHERYL BARRETT
MCVP@STRAKEJESUIT.ORG
RECORDING SECRETARY
STEPHANIE DAVIS
MCRECORDING@STRAKEJESUIT.ORG
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY
MICHELLE CASHIOLA
MCCORRESPONDING@STRAKEJESUIT.ORG
TREASURER
JULIE MCKAY
MCTREASURER@STRAKEJESUIT.ORG

ASSISTANT TREASURER
JANE JAMIESON
MCASSTTREASURER@STRAKEJESUIT.ORG
PARLIAMENTARIAN
EILEEN MEINERT
MCPARLIAMENTARIAN@STRAKEJESUIT.ORG
HISTORIAN
SANDRA SOTO
MCHISTORIAN@STRAKEJESUIT.ORG
___________________________

COMMUNICATIONS

Also hard at work this summer was Strake Jesuit’s new Communications Director, Dan Pepe. Be sure to
check out the Strake Jesuit website and the new Mothers’ Club page. It’s easier than ever to join the happy
team of volunteers.
On the SJ Website go to: Parents / Mothers’ Club. There you’ll find helpful forms that every volunteer
needs. You also will find information about our committees and whom to contact, so you can join at least
one.
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A Round of Applause
Many of our Mothers’ Club Chairs have been working extremely hard over the
summer months. Thanks to the following ladies and their committees for making
sure we are off to a fabulous start!
Kristin Holy, Shelby Nicknish, Karen Gonsoulin & Stefani Polasek –
Welcome Brunch for Incoming Parents
Cathy Harris & all the Mentor Moms
Karen Turbidy & Natalie Agee –“Follow Your Son’s Schedule” Night
Shenequa Animashaun, Maria Kelley & Christi Strock –
Mother-Son Luncheon
Michelle Townsend & Cathy Pellegrino – Board Meeting Hospitality
Allison Broadnax & Karina Capriles - Dance Chaperone Volunteers
Elizabeth Garcia McLoughlin – Volunteer Database and Sign Up Genius
Tracy Ruffeno – Mothers’ Club Newsletter & Friday E-blast News
Michelle Cashiola & Kristen Holy –Care Team
Barbara Catechis & Cathy Moore—Knitting Team
Sarah Daniel, Donna Donnell & Kelley Jakubik - Mothers’ Club Closet
Aimee Verheek & Lori Montgomery – Counselors’ Office Support
Meg Thorburn & Karin DeShon – Liturgy Support
Leah Gaines & Laura Whitley — NOVA
Ifigenia Ricon & Elsa Zeiden — Amigas
JoAnna Burton & Cindy Irr — Blood Drives

Remind your son that
you are not raising a boy,
you are raising a man.

WELCOME BRUNCH—AUGUST 12, 2019
INVITES PARENTS TO VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

T

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________

hank you, to all the wonderful Welcome Brunch volunteers,
Mothers’ Club chairs, Mentor Moms and boys earning service
hours for welcoming our incoming parents. The brunch, held Monday,
August 12, was well-attended. Parents heard talks regarding various volunteer
committees and had the opportunity to sign up to volunteer to assist the
Mothers’ Club in providing for many of the school support activities for the
upcoming school year.

Mother
Mother--Son Luncheon

The Mother-Son Luncheon is October 23.
pre-luncheon work and set up on October 23.

Helpers are needed for

Watch your e-mail for ticket purchase information starting in midSeptember. This event traditionally sells out! Drew Dougherty, the
host of Houston Texans TV, and SJ alum, will be the keynote speaker.
Contact our hardworking committee chairs if you have any questions or to
volunteer: sjmothersonluncheon@gmail.com.
Strake Jesuit Mothers’ Club Newsletter

KNITTING CLUB IS HARD AT WORK!
The Knitting Club’s first meeting focused on teaching some
beginners how to knit. It is true—you don’t have to know how
to knit to join the Knitting Club. Once finished, the blankets
that are lovingly handmade by this Mothers’ Club committee
are blessed and distributed to members of the SJ community in
need.
Join the knitters (and crocheters) as often as you can. They
meet on Wednesdays, twice per month. Contact Cathy Moore
(moorecatherine5@gmail.com) for more information.

SEPTEMBER 2019
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SPIRITUAL GROWTH COMMITTEE
The Spiritual Growth Committee is sort-of new.
combination of long-standing committees.

This team is really a

The Fall Retreat, Lenten Retreat, Bible Study and Rosary committees will
form the Spiritual Growth Committee. They will work together to
coordinate study topics, speakers, logistics and supplies. This new
committee will also make it easier for all of us to know about the wonderful
events they are planning. They, literally, are a blessing to us all.
The fall bible study - “Beholding His Glory” - is a fabulous education on Old
Testament people and events. You will learn how our Savior was first
revealed in Genesis and remains the answer to our own challenges. If you
have any questions about this committee or the fall Bible Study, contact
Wendy Wall (wcommunication@earthlink.net).

FOLLOW YOUR SON’S SCHEDULE NIGHT
Thursday, August 22, 2019
A warm August night, was made much more comfortable
thanks to the volunteers who offered us snacks and water
on Follow Your Son’s Schedule night.
Before the
hundreds of parents arrived to “walk a mile in their son’s
shoes,” volunteers, including current and alumni moms,
made sure our faculty and staff had a nice dinner.
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MENTOR MOMS HOST SUMMER POOL PARTY
Our fabulous Mentor Moms turned the gym into a fun place to hang out,
when threats of rain cancelled the “pool” part of the pool party hosted for
incoming freshmen and their families.

Mothers’ Club Presidents remain
Mentor Moms—current President Sally
McMillan (left) with Sharon
Lundgren, (right) Mothers’ Club
President 2018-2019.

HELP WANTED!
Homecoming is a fun way to get
involved.
Help is needed, especially on the day of the
Homecoming Dance, October 5. You’ll be
amazed at the way our Competition Gym is
transformed! Many, many hands are needed
for the magic to work.
Contact Kim Palumbo
(kcbspalumbo@yahoo.com), Kristen Leach
(kristenleach3@gmail.com), or Aimee Verheeck (aimee_verheeck@hotmail.com) with
any questions or to volunteer.

ALUMNI MOMS — UNOFFICIAL GET-TOGETHER

God always gives his best to those
who leave the choice to him.
SEPTEMBER 2019
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Volunteering just got easier.
The famed green tablecloths that have been lovingly, well...faithfully, laundered by the
Mothers’ Club over the years are moving to the professional care of the Maintenance
Department.
As a volunteer, when you order a table for your event, it will come with a tablecloth.
Be sure to connect with the amazing Mothers’ Club Closet Committee
(mccloset@strakejesuit.org) before your event, for the latest guidelines!

BABYSITTING COMMITTEE
Did you know we have a Babysitting Committee?
A few times each year the Mothers’ Club is lucky enough to care for the
children of our faculty and staff members, as we host dinners. As
every parent knows, it is a lot more fun to attend a dinner if babysitting
is provided! Mothers will oversee the National Honor Society
students who are the “official” babysitters. Thanks to Wendy Wall
for thinking of this helpful service.

SEPTEMBER, 2019

Mothers’ Club
RECIPE CORNER
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Soft Oatmeal Cookies
EASY BAKE COOKIES FOR BUSY MOMS

We SJ mothers bake a lot of cookies!
We are known as a group that proudly presents our homemade cookies to guests. Too busy to bake
on demand? Not anymore. This recipe comes from the grandmother of Julie McKay, our multitalented MC Treasurer. No mixer needed!

Ingredients:
1 Cup oil (or 1 C. melted butter)
1 ¼ C. brown sugar
2 eggs
1 t. salt
2 C. flour
2 C. oatmeal
1 t. cloves
2 t. cinnamon
¼ C. milk
½ t. soda
1 C. raisins or nuts (or omit cloves and use 1 C. chocolate chips)
Directions:
Combine all ingredients. Scoop a heaping teaspoonful & bake at 350 degrees for
7-10 minutes.
(Note – you can also scoop & freeze, the dough to use at a later time.)

Mothers’ Club
RECIPE CORNER

The “No Excuses” Cookie Recipe

Shared By Sally McMillan from a beloved, anonymous source.

Grab your favorite slice & bake or break & bake cookie
dough from the grocery store.
Follow package directions.
Options: Also buy canned frosting and lightly frost,
maybe add some green sprinkles.
Or: Use your canned frosting to “glue” two small cookies
together, frost the sides of the stacked cookies and roll in
the sprinkles or colored sugar.
Nobody has to know your secret to success. : )

$HOPPING REWARD$

GROCERY SHOP AND EARN MONEY FOR STRAKE JESUIT
_____________________________________________________________
Thank you to all who participated in grocery shopping programs during the 2018-19 school
year. You helped to earn more than $XXXX for our school!
Kroger Community Rewards Program:
To participate in the Kroger Community Rewards Program, go to the Kroger Sign In and
Community Rewards Link. If you do not have an
online Kroger account, you can create one here >
https://www.kroger.com/account/create/ and link the Strake Jesuit’s Non-Profit Organization (NPO) number #81671 to your Kroger Plus card. Kroger requires all participants to re-enroll
each school year to continue earning rewards for your chosen organization.
Randall's Good Neighbor Program:
By linking Strake Jesuit's account number (1625) to
your Remarkable Card, you can earn the school
money. You can do this by completing a short form
at your Randall's Courtesy Booth. If you already
have done this at Randall's, you do not need to renew it each year.
___________________________________________________________________
If you have any questions, please contact Julie McKay at mctreasurer@strakejesuit.org. Thank
you for participating!

Support
STRAKE
JESUIT
while you shop!

8900 Bellaire Boulevard
Houston, Texas 77036
Telephone: 713-774-7651
www.strakejesuit.org
Have you found us on Facebook?
Over the summer, there were great exchanges of information and fun events.
Be sure you join Strake Jesuit Mothers’ Club Facebook page.

