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Wingate becomes All-Steinway school

ingate piano students already learn from some of
the best instructors in the business. Why shouldn’t
they also learn on the best pianos available?

Now they do. Wingate is awaiting certification as an All-
Steinway school, which means that at least 9o percent of the
University’s pianos are manufactured by Steinway and Sons.
Wingate will join about 200 other colleges, universities and
conservatories in having earned the designation.

“It’s an exclusive mark,” says Assistant Professor David
Brooks. “Not many schools — even prestigious conservatories
- have this distinction, for a variety of reasons. But especially a
school this size, it’s unusual to be all-Steinway.”

To get to that point, the University conducted an All-
Steinway campaign that netted close to $200,000 in gifts from
music lovers. The last of the 20 Steinways purchased through
the campaign funds arrived in August, putting Wingate at 92
percent Steinway.

Being All-Steinway is more than a reputational designation.
It’s a significant factor in providing students with the best
musical education possible. Brooks says that Steinways,
although more difficult to master, are more versatile
instruments than lower-quality pianos. “It’s like a Ferrari is
more difficult to drive than a Prius,” he says, “but you can do
more with it.”

And since students will be driving those Ferraris once they

graduate, they might as well learn to handle them now.
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