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President’s message: Growth with a purpose

t's an inescapable fact these days: Our
Bulldog family is growing.
Two years ago, we welcomed the
largest class of first-year students in our
history, and far more students are enrolled
at Wingate now than even five years ago.
With caring professors, a beautiful campus
and programs of study that are in high
demand, it's no mystery why we're such a
popular choice. It’s an appealing mixture
of people, place and possibility.

Rest assured, we haven't simply opened
up the doors to Burris, Smith and Bridges
and let anyone with a pulse take classes.
The average high-school profile (SAT/ACT
score and GPA) for incoming freshmen
was roughly the same at Wingate in 2017
as it was in 2010. Our students come in
prepared.

We like to think that all of the growth
is a good thing. It fits our mission as a
university. Or, to be more precise, it fits
our mission as an institution. Long before
we were a university, or even a college,
we were a school, serving high-school
students at a time when public education
was not widespread. Founded to fill a need
in the community, The Wingate School
gave an education to teenagers in Union
and Chesterfield counties who otherwise
might have gone without.

WINGATE UNIVERSITY

Every step in our history has been
taken in order to meet the evolving needs
of the community. We became a junior
college because the need in the 1920s was
for students with degrees beyond high
school. Five decades later, we became a
senior college, because that’s where the
need lay. In the mid-1990s, we became a
university, for similar reasons.

For one thing, it makes good business
sense (companies that don't fill a gap in the
market don't last long). Aside from that,
it’s also the right thing to do.

Between July 2017 and July 2018,
the city of Charlotte added more new
residents than all but four major U.S.
cities. A little farther north, Raleigh is
the 1oth-fastest-growing metro area in
the nation this decade. The rapid growth
spells a lot more college-age kids on our
doorstep now and in the future. The wider
community will need a good chunk of
them educated beyond high school. That’s
where Wingate comes in.

But perhaps you already know all of
this. The important thing to remember
is that at every step, with every change,
we have kept certain core values sacred.
Chief among them is personal attention.
Even with our recent growth, Wingate
remains a small university with a teaching-
focused faculty.

A case in point: In the fall of 2018, Anna
Holmquist was an unassuming, if highly
accomplished, student-athlete. She was
an All-American volleyball player with a
nearly perfect grade-point average, but
the Nebraska native had an inherent
Midwestern modesty about her. She
quietly excelled.

Then she took a class with Dr. Steven
Hyland. The history professor knew almost
instantly that Holmquist was Fulbright
material. He convinced her she could win
a Fulbright placement and guided her
through the process, and in February she'll
head to Brazil to teach English. There, she
will export Wingate’s own brand of others-
based modesty - the Faith, Knowledge,
Service ethos students are exposed to here
- to another part of the world.

“It was really special to have a professor
approach me and say, ‘You need to do this,
because you've done this, this and this,”
she says. “It was really inspiring that he
saw that stuff in me.

“There’s no way if 1 wasn’t at Wingate
that 1 would have gotten to the point
where 1 would have applied or have gotten
it (the Fulbright).”

Holmgquist ‘isn’t the only Bulldog
student-athlete to excel in the classroom
and on the court. Far from it. In June,
five Bulldogs (two tennis players, three

swimmers) became Academic All-America
honorees, taking Wingate’s total for the
year to eight. Since 2000, Wingate has had
112 Academic All-Americans - the most in
NCAA Division 11 and in North Carolina
(all NCAA divisions).

The “athlete” part of “student-athlete”
hasn’t been too shabby either. In February,
Isaiah Kyle claimed Wingate’s first national
title in track and field, winning the Division
11 men’s high jump at the national indoor
championships. Fourteen Wingate teams
reached NCAA regional play this year, 27
athletes were named All-America, and
we had seven South Atlantic Conference
players of the year. In addition, Michael
Cabana, director of the University’s tennis
program, was named national women’s
tennis coach of the/year.

Of the many athletes who excelled
in their sport and'in the classroom, quite
a few hailed from overseas. Nik Martin
(see page 12), a native of Germany, was
just one of a host of outstanding Wingate
swimmers from outside the United States
who set a high bar in the classroom. In

Dr. Brown walks with students

fact, all three male Bulldog swimmers who
made Academic All-America this year came
to Wingate from Europe (Giacomo Viazzo,
from Italy, and Sweden’s Markus Furst are
the others).

The 122 international students
who studied at Wingate in the most
recent academic year brought a unique
perspective to campus. Their take on a
variety of topics informed class discussions,
while their social involvement helped
American students understand how
similar we all are, no matter where we
hail from.

To give students firsthand experience
with different cultures, the University
continued to expand its international
programs last year. Wingate set a new
school record with 299 people participating
in study abroad, including 261 students.
Those students studied in 16 countries,
with 40 percent of them participating in
W international, the University’s flagship
study-abroad program.

Back at home, the University has been
expanding physically to accommodate our
growing student body. We added 50,000
square feet to the main campus in the
past academic year, taking the total to
1.55 million.

Construction crews were busy
all summer adding a residence hall,
remodeling the Klondike (to bring in

Chick-Fil-A, Bento’s and Freshens),
creating a new space for art classes and
renovating the ground floor of Burnside-
Dalton to welcome our inaugural cohort
in the Doctor of Occupational Therapy
program. And in Ballantyne, MBA classes
have moved into a 7,200-square-foot space
in the Gibson building.

The new 200-bed residence hall,
behind Helms Hall, will provide a new
style of dorm life - one that enables
students to learn where they live. 1t will
feature classrooms, study rooms and even
a teaching kitchen. The University’s first
Living-Learning Community will be
housed there, giving a select group of
freshmen a community-focused twist on
the first-year experience. LLC students
will take a special section of Gateway,
Wingate’s First Year Seminar course,
that will focus on service, and they will
participate in activities and programs
designed to improve student success,
including experiential learning, career
and academic exploration, and in-hall
tutoring and advising.

It’s all part of our commitment to
fulfilling that age-old Wingate mission:
finding a need and meeting it. At Wingate,
people and place come together to create
aworld of possibility.

INTRODUCTION
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