
FREE PREPARATORY WORKSHOPS FOR NATIONAL NOVEL WRITING MONTH
Every year, hundreds of thousands of people around the world take the plunge and become an author 
during the month of November. If you’ve always wanted to write a novel, or try to write a novel, then this is 
the year to take advantage of National Novel Writing Month (NaNoWriMo). It is a free, annual challenge 
that takes place every November, where novelists strive to start, write, and complete the first draft of their 
novel by writing 50,000 words in just 30 days. 

Last year in the Naperville region of NaNoWriMo, which serves the western and southern suburbs of 
Chicago, 129 participants completed their novels. They were bolstered by online forums and local events, 
and had fun along the way. 

This year, the Naperville region has another great schedule of workshops and gatherings to support and 
encourage local participants.The Naperville region has partnered with area libraries and the Windy City 
chapter of the Romance Writers of America to offer five preparatory workshops in the month of October. 
The first one of these will be 1-3pm, Saturday, October 5th at the Nichols Library in Naperville. In this first 
workshop, “8 Easy Hacks to Help You Write Page-Turning Prose,” romance and science fiction novelist Robyn 
Bachar will teach participants simple ways to sharpen and strengthen their craft.

The other workshops are: "How to Use Your Character’s Actions and Reactions to Build an Emotional Scene 
and Drive Your Plot Forward," by K. D. Garcia (October 8th, 7-9pm, Glen Ellyn Public Library); "How to Write 
a Novel When You Have No Plot," by Jenny Johnson. (October 12th, 1-3 pm, Nichols Library); “Story Wall 
Party” by Sam McAdams (October 13th, 1-3 pm, Woodridge Public Library); and “Using Descriptions to 
Enhance Theme and Mood” by Eleanor Roth (October 19th, 1-3pm, Nichols Library).

The weekend before NaNoWriMo begins in earnest, the Naperville region will be hosting a Kick-Off Party on 
Saturday, October 26th from 11:45am-2:45pm at the Naperville Municipal Center. Participants will gather 
for a pot-luck lunch, games, and socializing.

The Naperville region also partners with many area libraries to offer write-in events throughout November 
for participants to gather on work on their novels, either in focused silence or sometimes with games and 
encouraging chatter. This year, participating libraries include: Batavia, Downers Grove, Fountaindale, Glen 
Ellyn, Glenside (for Carol Stream while under construction), Joliet (both Joliet Public Library and Joliet 
Junior College Library), LaGrange Park, Naperville (Nichols Library and the 95th Street Library), North 
Riverside, Plainfield, Wheaton, and Woodridge.

For more information about any of our workshops or events, see http://naperwrimo.org.
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