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Students use creations and coffee to get leg up on careers 
 

   

 

West High School students Audry 
Johnston, Hannah Fenske and Jade 
Kester fill a coffee order purchased by 
Math Teacher Crissy Makela.  

 

A newly-offered course called Career Creations and Coffee at West High School 
is giving students the opportunity to get a feel for what they might want to be 
“when they grow up.”  

  Career Creations and Coffee focuses on business management and product 
production. Students create items such as lanyards, bracelets and key chains, as 
well as sell coffee to staff. It gives them entrepreneurial experience as well as 
the soft and technical skills necessary to be college and career-ready. 

 “Students have started this business from the ground up and worked hard to 
create a business that will continue throughout the years,” said Heather Sellner, 
transition work experience coordinator at Mankato Area Public Schools. “They 
gain a hands-on understanding of everyday business management skills and 
work together to problem solve, budget and market their products.” 

 At the end of the course, students determine their cost return on investment 
and donate funds to a local charity.  Sellner said the opportunity allows 
students to be engaged and excited about their learning.   

 

  

  

    

Answers to frequently-asked questions  
about attendance exceptions and open enrollment 

   

Enrollment options 
Q: What is open enrollment? 
A: Open enrollment creates opportunities for those who live 
outside of district boundaries to attend Mankato Area 

Exceptions depend upon meeting criteria and space 
availability. Families authorized for an attendance exception 
provide their own transportation to the school they’ve been 
approved to attend. 

By Shelly Miller
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