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Stay informed – subscribe  
to district news and events 

Be one of the first to know about Mankato Area Public 
Schools’ news and events. Subscribe to receive district 
email or text alerts at: isd77.org (click on news and scroll to 
the bottom of the page and select “subscribe to 
news”). Another option is go to: https://tinyurl.com/yxtc6vsf

  
 Subscribers are informed about district happenings: 

 emergency information 
 two-hour late starts 
 school closings 
 musicals 
 plays 
 performances 
 events 
 general reminders 

 
For more information about subscribing to district email or 
text messages, contact public information staff at 507-387-

 
 

Stay informed about district happenings – sign up for 
Mankato Area Public Schools’ news and alerts online: 

  
 

  

  

    

Educare awards $57,124 in  
Educator Initiative Grants to  
Mankato Area Public Schools 

The Educare Foundation awarded $57,124 in educator 
initiative grants to support innovative learning across 
Mankato Area Public Schools.  
 
Grant awards for the current school year include: 

 Telepresence robots by OhmniLabs for all K-12 
schools, $10,775--robots provide a unique 
communication experience through a combination of 
video cameras, video screens and remote physical 
operation. 

 Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) 
kits and buddies for Jefferson Elementary School, 
$11,599--STEM kits provide hands-on examples, 
puzzles and challenges related to core STEM 
subjects. 

 Mariachi ensemble for East High School - $6,607—to 
add depth to musical ensembles. 

 Multi-process welders for East and West high 
schools, $11,529--More than 300 students taking 
welding courses at Mankato Area Public Schools, 

 

Support is also provided by Educare through Ed Waltman 
Mini Grants. Generally, up to $24,000 are awarded annually 
in mini-grants.  
 
A non-profit public entity, the Educare Foundation provides 
financial support to Mankato Area Public Schools beyond 
the normal operating budget. Since it’s 1995 beginning, 
Educare has funded more than $1.2 million grants. 
 
Educare supports programs and activities that enhance 
educational opportunities for all students and encourages 
teachers to explore new ways of learning and provides a 
vital link between the community and the classroom. Learn 
more about Educare at www.educarefoundation.org.  

 

8692.

https://tinyurl.com/yxtc6vsf
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including students involved in welding internship 
and manufacturing apprenticeship programs. 
Construction pathway expansion for Central, East 
and West high schools, $16,614--funds will help 
expand construction trades through equipment 
purchases and upgrades. 

Studies show that quality nutrition optimizes student learning. Therefore, 
Mankato Area Public Schools strives to provide students with healthy food that 
tastes good.  

“We believe an environment that fosters healthy eating habits creates better 
learners,” said Darcy Stueber, food services director at Mankato Area Public 
Schools. “We empower students to take health and wellness into their own 
hands by offering quality food options and encouraging them to take them.” 

For each meal, five healthy items are offered including milk, meat or meat 
alternative, fruit, vegetable and whole grain-rich items. Students are 
encouraged to take three which must include a half-cup serving of fruits or 
vegetables. Stueber says offering convenient packaged fruits and vegetables at 
checkout like raisins and carrots helps students reach that goal. 

For elementary students, breakfast costs $1 and lunch is $2.35. For 
secondary students, breakfast is $1.05 and lunch is $2.65. Meals are provided at 
free or reduced cost for students who qualify. Families must reapply every year 
and may do so at any time by calling 507-388-7442 or emailing 
foodservice@isd77.org. 

Darcy Stueber, director of food services
at Mankato Area Public Schools, 
encourages students to take three 
healthy food items. 

Private vs. public information—important to know 
   

Information…what is private? What is public? The following 
information is provided to raise awareness about data 
privacy practices regarding student information. 

Privacy rights 
Education records are classified as private data on 
individuals by state law and are accessible only to the 
student’s parent/guardian or a student who is at least 18 
years old. The school district may not disclose private 
records or their contents except as summary data without 
the prior written consent of the parent/guardian or the 
eligible student. In some cases, private records may not be 
accessible to parents/guardians. State law provides that 
certain information in a student’s education records be 

Do I have to release data to military recruitment 
officers? 
A parent/guardian or eligible student has the right to refuse 
the release of directory information to military recruiting 
officers and must notify the Mankato Area Public Schools’ 
director of human resources in writing by September 15 of 
each year. The written notification must include the names 
of the student and parent/guardian, home address, grade 
level, school, parent’s legal relationship to student and the 
information that should not be released to military 
recruiters without prior consent. Keep in mind that refusal 
to release the information does not affect the school 
district’s release of directory information to the rest of the 
public, including military recruiting officers. To make any 
directory information about a student private, follow the 

Mankato Area Public Schools offers quality nutrition to optimize learning
By Shelly Miller
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