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OO News Spring 2018
Welcome to Issue 5 of OO News.
With Easter around the corner, the clocks about to go forward and the swallows
on their way back, it seems like all the seeds planted over the last few months
are beginning to shoot.There are now nearly 1,000 members on the Hub
platform (please join up here) and we've almost reached the £1million mark in
our Campaign for Oakham!
This term there are endings and beginnings to announce, OO reunions to flag
up and many more events in the pipeline. If you're in Germany, or fancy a short
break there later in the year, keep an eye on the Dates for the Diary section.
We're on our way...
Quasi Cursores.

End of an Era
Jon Wills will be retiring from
Oakham School at the end of the
Summer Term.
I'm not sure there has ever been
an alumnus who has had such a
long and varied career with the
School! A pupil from 1968-1973, he
has taught at the School from 1980.
He has also undertaken the roles of
Registrar, Archivist and Chairman of
the Old Oakhamian Club.
He is also the son of an OO; his
father, Peter Wills attended Oakham
from 1934-38 and his knowledge of
the School is both encyclopedic and
legendary!
Luckily, we still have him as
Chairman of the Old Oakhamian
Club until December 2019!

Changing of the Guard
The beginning of the Spring Term
saw Nigel Lashbrook, Oakham’s
Headmaster, announce his
retirement to the School community.
Mr Lashbrook will retire at the end of
the next academic year (Summer
2019) after 10 years at Oakham.
"I have thoroughly enjoyed life at
Oakham and feel privileged to have
what I often refer to as 'the best job
in the educational world,'” comments
Mr Lashbrook. "I am very much
looking forward to leading this great
school for the next five terms, before
Jill and I then move on to enjoy the
next chapter in our lives."
The Chair of Trustees, Professor
Neil Gorman, will, over the coming
months, conduct a thorough
recruitment process to appoint
Oakham's 31st Head, who will lead
the School from September 2019.

Archives
This cross is of one of the most
precious artefacts belonging to the
School.
It was donated to the School after
World War I and is an exquisite
memorial to those who died in WWI.
It is embellished with jewels and
precious stones given by the wives,
mothers and sweethearts of those
who died.
It is used on special occasions in the
Chapel, including Remembrance
Sunday.  
Please contact Jon Wills to make an
appointment if you would like to
come and see any of the archive
collection.
Photo credit to Henry Deane i/c
Creative iMedia and Computer
Science teacher here at School.

The Hub Update
A massive thank you to the 947
OOs who have already joined The
Hub and have offered support and
advice to other OOs at the
beginning of their professional
careers.
Feedback has been very positive,
from both those willing to help and
from those seeking advice.
Georgia Johnson (13) said of her
Hub experience, “It is great to have
the opportunity to reach out to such
a variety of OOs on a professional
basis. I was so pleased that an OO
instantly responded to my message
and was happy to speak to me
about my application to their
company."
Tim Dixon (75) said that he really
enjoyed helping “and found the
whole experience very positive,
recalling many good memories of
assisting with the Mars Graduate

Recruitment scheme whilst in
China”.
You can sign up to The Hub here.
Please let us know of any more
stories about help or advice you
have received!

Jewels in the centre of cross,
donated by the wives, mothers and
sweethearts of those who died.

Hub Statistics
479 willing to answer industry specific
questions
377 willing to open doors for other OOs at
their workplace
490 willing to review CVs
263 willing to introduce others to their
connections
416 willing to give careers advice

Spotlight on... The 1584 Society
Momentum is gathering pace with The 1584 Society
The Society, just launched in May 2017, provides the opportunity for Old
Oakhamians to become part of an extraordinary network of school supporters.
It has already helped us to raise over £100,000 towards the Campaign for
Oakham, for which we are enormously grateful.
We are also delighted to welcome the first 1584 Society President, Katherine
Sharp (98).
“I am delighted to be appointed as the first President of The 1584 Society and,

as such, support the School's commitment to continue the outstanding
developments that have been achieved in all areas of the campus. Oakham
has a long heritage of encouraging all pupils to excel in every aspect of their
schooling, and I am proud to support this latest initiative to ensure that future
generations will continue to benefit from first-class facilities. I would highly
recommend that OOs consider a visit to Oakham to see just how far things
have come."
How to join The 1584 Society
Whether it be via facilitating life-changing bursaries or providing a new
performance space for our musicians and thespians, our members are
making a huge difference. We offer a range of membership benefits to our
supporters. You can join The 1584 Society online via this link.
Alternatively, for an information pack, please contact our Development
Manager, Asha Hickin.

Issue 112 of The Old Oakhamian is due out at the
beginning of June. We would love to publish your news!
Please do email us anything you would like us to
feature (weddings, engagements, babies,
achievements, adventures!). We would be delighted to
hear from you.

Dates for the Diary
If you would like to find out any more about any of these events, please contact
Eileen Fisher at ecf@oakham.rutland.sch.uk. All events and reunions are also
listed on The Hub.
Class of 1968
The Class of 1968 Fifty year reunion will be held on 11 May 2018 from 12pm
until 5pm. If you are part of this cohort and would like to find out more, please
email the coordinators at oakhamschoolclassof68@hotmail.com before 1 May.
Class of 78
The Class of 1978 Forty year reunion will be held on 19 May 2018. Please
contact me here if you would like to find out more.
Class of 2013 Five Year Reunion
The Class of 2013 Five Year Reunion will take place at BAF Smith Cricket
Pavilion on Saturday 16 June (concurrent with Midsummer Drinks). Please go
here to register.
Midsummer Drinks
Midsummer Drinks will take place at BAF Smith Cricket Pavilion on Saturday 16
June (concurrent with Class of 2013 Five Year Reunion). Please go here to
register.
Class of 2008 Ten Year Reunion
The Class of 2008 Ten Year Reunion will take place on Saturday 27 October
2018 in the Barraclough. You can register for this event here.
Class of 98 Reunion
Due to take place end of September 2018
Details to follow soon.
OO European Dinner
Due to take place 15 September 2018 in Munich
All welcome. Details to follow.
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