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OO News Summer 2019
Welcome to Issue 8 of OO News.
And now, the end is near…..

It seems like only minutes ago we were in March but despite my best efforts at
slowing down time, we're rushing at breakneck speed towards the end of the
Summer Term!
So, after an awful lot of fun with some very excellent people, including 46
events, 8 Old Oakhamian magazines and this, the 8th newsletter, I will be
stepping down from my role as Alumni Manager and moving back to Ireland at
the end of the summer. The change of guard will continue apace a with a new
Headmaster and a new Head of Development here in College House.
As the saying goes, the more things change, the more they remain the same
and since 1888 the OO Club remains an ever fixed mark despite the immense
changes in technology, politics, world leaders (and Alumni Managers). Your
involvement in the School is vital to its continued success so please do
continue to join the conversation on the OO Facebook group, where 2200 of
you already are. (Admittedly I have a strange obsession with numbers but could
we make it a few more before the end of July when I depart - 2500?!).
The Class of 2019 will shortly be part of this unique community and your
careers advice and support on The Hub cannot be underestimated. Please do
sign up if you haven't already! If you are willing to help in any way, let us know.
And do keep sending us your news and stories. Then there are the reunions; I
know everyone gets apprehensive about them but those who can get back to
the School have not regretted it. (I’m beginning to very much envy the new
person...).

Finally, thank you all so very much for the last (almost) four years!
Have a wonderful summer!
Quasi Cursores
Eileen Fisher
Alumni Manager

On top of the world!

Congratulations to Julian Evans (91)
who made it to the summit of Everest
on 23 May, helping to raising
£300,000 for the Matt Hampson
Foundation as he did so. An
incredible achievement, particularly
in light of all dangers around
summiting Everest this year.

Matthews Society
Being the first independent school to
accept girls in 1971, Oakham
School has long been at the
forefront of co-education. The fiftieth
anniversary is looming but the
Matthews Society, a platform for
discussion about women's rights
and gender equality, was only
established by the Form 7 girls in
2014.

Goodbye, Mr Lashbrook
25 May saw Nigel Lashbrook's tenth
and final Speech Day as
Headmaster. He took the
opportunity to praise the Oakham
community and the support they had
shown one another during his time
here and described how he would
be handing on the torch to Henry
Price, who takes up the role in
September.

I met one of the founder members,
Natasha Feroze (14) along with
others in her cohort at their five-year
reunion in June and she gave me
some of the background to their
initiative. Named after Jane
Matthews, the first female Head of
Department at Oakham, it was open
to all members of Form 7.

Luckily for us, Mr Lashbrook also
attended Midsummer Drinks where
OOs were able to say thank you and
wish him the very best for the future.
In all the tributes to Nigel
Lashbrook over the last few weeks,
the most frequent observations have
been about his warmth and
humanity, coupled with his
scientist’s ability to analyse
information, and apply new ideas
and strategies to allow the School
and its staff and pupils to flourish.

One of the most memorable
Matthews Society meetings was a
talk given by two journalists, eager
to question why its members found it

difficult to call themselves 'feminists'.
They learnt that by definition, the
word means the belief in equal
rights between men and women; a
principle that set co-education in
motion and continues today with
equal numbers of boys and girls at
the School.
The Matthews Society today is run
by Megan Fairley, Head of Religion
and Philosophy. They would love to
welcome OO guest speakers to
future meetings. If you're interested,
please get in touch with Megan.

Archives
The Archive Department would love
to hear from you if you have any
ephemera or memorabilia from your
time at School; whether that is

In his last Oakhamian interview,
Nigel says that he hopes his “legacy
goes far beyond simply buildings”
and that he will be remembered “as
a Head who has empowered people
– both staff and students alike”. In
the last ten years, the School has
gone from strength to strength – not
just with improvements to the
buildings and learning facilities but
beyond the classroom and in the
wider community
We send him thanks and every best
wish for the future!
(You can read more about
his incomparable contribution to the
School in The Oakhamian
Magazine).

Eyes on the Price
The Class of 79 held their 40-year
reunion at BAFS on Saturday 15
June. It was a magical event which
resulted in a new WhatsApp group,

costume, workbooks, textbooks,
reports or diaries. You can contact
the Archive Department directly
here
This term they received the
above fantastic piece of costume
drama worn by Philippa Nicholas
(12) in the Buchanans and
Haywoods House performance of
The Wizard of Oz in 2012.
They have also received some
unique O.T.C. drum skins from 1943
– 1945, signed by pupils from the
time and the deeds of consecration
for the Chapel (dating from 1925).
Time to start searching the attic?

keeping everyone in touch.Ted Bird,
Head Boy in 79, said "It’s a sign of a
special bond when you can instantly
re-connect and enjoy the company
of friends, some of whom you
haven’t seen in 40 years!"
They were also the first group of Old
Oakhamians to meet the new
Headmaster. Henry Price called in to
introduce himself and to chat to OOs
about their experience and thoughts
of Oakham.
In an impromptu speech, he outlined
his thinking in accepting the torch
from Nigel Lashbrook: 'Keep one
eye on the road immediately in front,
one eye to the future, but let the
past teach you what you need to
move beyond and what is important.'
Many OOs have already contacted
Henry to wish him the best in his
new role and discuss their hopes for
Oakham School.

Stop Press! The latest edition of
the OO Magazine will soon be with
you - look out for your copy!
It is never too early to get your
news in for the next edition.
Please email us with anything you
would like us to feature
(achievements, adventures,
babies, weddings!) We would love
to hear from you!
Past issues are available here.

Don't forget to visit OO News on the website.

You can find the Oakham School Archives Blog here

Spotlight on.....OO Survey
In January we emailed a survey to all OOs to make sure the personal details
we hold for you are up to date. We had a good response rate to the survey and
best of all 85% of those who replied told us that you “loved your time at
Oakham”. The most popular school events attended were reunions and
although 74% of those who responded said they had not been back to any
school events since leaving, 80% of these said they would be interested in
attending a reunion in the future.
Many of you also indicated that you would like to either offer careers advice or
receive more information about Oakham School’s careers service. For more
details of how you could get involved, please contact our Head of Careers,
Pippa Gibbs or join The Oakham Hub.

Summer Telephone Campaign: Giving back to your School
12 – 26 August 2019
This summer the Foundation is organising an ambitious fundraising telephone
campaign. The calling team will consist of 13 recent leavers from the years
2014 – 2019. The first Foundation telephone campaign took place in 2011,
where an incredible £95,000 was raised in donations and pledges over three
years.
This year, the Foundation Team is hoping to reach £100,000 to support our
current fundraising projects.
We look forward to speaking with many of you and we will update you on the
success of the campaign in the December edition of the Old Oakhamian.

Dates for the Diary
If you would like to find out any more about any of these events, please contact
The OO Club . Events and reunions are also listed on The Hub.

Class of 2009 10-Year Reunion
Saturday 2 November 2019, The Barraclough
Please register here for this event
OO Club Annual Dinner - Save the date!
Saturday 23 November 2019, Oakham School
Details to follow
Christmas Drinks
Monday 16 December 2019
Camino, London. Register here for this event
Drop in to this ever popular Free Festive Event
Class of 1974 46-Year Reunion
Saturday 6 June 2020 BAF Smith Pavilion
Click here to register your interest in this event
The Facebook page for this event can be found here
Midsummer Drinks 2020 - Save the date!
Saturday 20 June 2020
BAF Smith Pavilion from 6.30pm to 9pm,
2015 5-Year Reunion Drinks - Save the date!
(concurrent with Midsummer Drinks)
Saturday 20 June 2020
The Class of 2015 Reunion will run concurrently with Midsummer Drinks at the
BAF Smith Pavilion from 6.30pm to 9pm

Remember you can always update your preferences or unsubscribe from this
list by clicking here

