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OUR MISSION

The American School of Milan ensures a modern and rigorous education
for International students to excel in the changing world of tomorrow.

1 “The IB Diploma Program”. Welcome to the American School of Milan. The onset of upper school is an impor-
International Baccalaureate tant time for students as they focus their educational goals and plan for their future.
Organization. Last modified At ASM, we are committed to giving our students opportunities that will open as
May 31, 2013. Accessed June . . . .
1, 2013. [http:/www.ibo.org/ many doors as possible. Consequently they can make the right choice for their
diplomal] education after they leave our school. With our focus on an American style edu-
cation, emphasis for every student is placed not only on intellectual development,
but also the social, emotional, physical and aesthetic development of our students.
Consequently, all of our students are given many opportunities and encouraged
to participate in core courses, enhanced with appropriate electives, after school

programs, community service and many extracurricular activities.

The American School of Milan’s finest feature and strength lies with the internation-
al character of our student body. With more than 50 countries proudly represented
at ASM, our diversity is both an asset to our students and a true reflection of the
academic environment we enjoy. An acceptance and understanding of cultural dif-
ferences is at the center of the school’s philosophy and is supported by our values.
The IB Diploma program is the benchmark that drives the curriculum development
for our grade 9 and 10 students. All of our 11th and 12th grade students undertake
this challenging program by selecting one of three paths: the ASM Diploma, 1B
Diploma or IB Certificate. In order for our students to experience success in the IB,
we have designed ASM’s curriculum to prepare grade 9 and 10 students for the
rigors of the IB Diploma program. We have drawn on best practices from research
and years of experience from faculty members and the respective learning objec-
tives of the 1B Program.

“Founded in 1968, the International Baccalaureate (IB) is a not-for profit foundation
that offers high-quality and challenging educational programs for a worldwide com-
munity of schools. For 45 years, IB programs have gained a reputation for rigor
and high academic standards, for preparing students for life in a globalized 21st
century, and for helping to develop students who can create a better, more peace-
ful world. Currently more than 1 million IB students attend nearly 3,500 schools in
144 countries. To learn more, visit www.ibo.org?.


https://www.ibo.org/
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ASM VALUES

Accountability, Respect & Empowerment

Accountability

» Academic Excellence is the result of hard work, academic honesty, and the motivation
to achieve.

» Continuous Improvement is reflecting, being curious, setting high goals and striving
to meet them.

> Competence is having the skills, knowledge and confidence to perform independently.

Respect

» Cultural Sensitivity is recognizing one’s own background as a means to understand and
learn from cultural differences.

» Balance between home and work is achieved through organizing time responsibly.

> Balance between intellectual, physical and emotional development stems from recognizing
one’s own talents while securing time to grow in other ways.

Empowerment

> Character Development is reflecting on one’s actions and beliefs to grow within a
community.

» Creativity is having the courage to express unique ideas and search for new solutions
or questions.

> Personal growth is setting goals, developing a plan, and evaluating progress towards
success.

> Intellectual stimulation is developing curiosity through engaging ideas, asking questions
and thinking critically.
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INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE
MISSION STATEMENT

The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring
young people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural
understanding and respect. To this end the organization works with schools, governments
and international organizations to develop challenging programmes of international edu-
cation and rigorous assessment.

These programmes encourage students across the world to become active, compassion-
ate and lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can also

be right.

Source: IBO home page (www.ibo.org)

DIPLOMA PROGRAM INTRODUCTION

The International Baccalaureate Diploma Program (IB DP) is a pre-university course of
studies, leading to examinations, designed for secondary school students between the
ages of 16 and 19 years.

The Program, which started in 1968, is currently taught in 2,156 schools around the world,
in 4 different geographical areas:

Africa, Europe and Middle East, Asia Pacific, Latin America, North America and the
Caribbean

Designed as a comprehensive two-year curriculum, it allows its graduates to fulfill require-
ments of various national education systems.

Students learn more than a collection of facts. The Diploma Program prepares students
for university and encourages them to:

» ask challenging questions;

> learn how to learn;

» develop a strong sense of their own identity and culture;

» develop the ability to communicate with and understand people from other countries and
cultures.


www.ibo.org
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Subjects are studied concurrently and students are exposed to the two great tradi-
tions of learning: the humanities and the sciences.

Students study six subjects selected from the subject groups. Normally three sub-
jects are studied at higher level and the remaining three subjects are studied at
standard level.

Diploma students are required to select one subject from each of the six subject
groups.

At least three and not more than four are taken at Higher Level (HL), the others at
Standard Level (SL).

By organizing the subjects in this way, students are able to explore them in depth
over the two-year period.

Distribution requirements ensure that the science-oriented student is challenged to
learn a foreign language and that the natural linguist becomes familiar with labora-
tory procedures. While overall balance is maintained, flexibility in choosing Higher
Levels allows the student to pursue areas of personal interest and to meet special
requirements for university entrance.
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THE IB LEARNER PROFILE

The aim of all IB Programs is to develop internationally minded people who, recognizing
their common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet help to create a more
peaceful world.

AS IB LEARNERS WE STRIVE TO BE:

INQUIRERS

We nurture our curiosity, developing skills for inquiry and research. We know how to learn
independently and with others. We learn with enthusiasm and sustain our love of learning
throughout life.

KNOWLEDGEABLE
We develop and use conceptual understanding, exploring knowledge across a range of
disciplines. We engage with issues and ideas that have local and global significance.

THINKERS
We exercise critical and creative thinking skills to analyze and take responsible action on
complex problems. We exercise initiative in making reasoned, ethical decisions.

COMMUNICATORS

We express ourselves confidently and creatively in more than one language and in many
ways. We collaborate effectively, listening carefully to the perspectives of other individuals
and groups.

PRINCIPLED

We act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness and justice, and with
respect for the dignity and rights of people everywhere. We take responsibility for our
actions and their consequences.

OPEN-MINDED

We critically appreciate our own culture and personal histories, as well as the values and
traditions of others. We seek and evaluate a range of point of view, and we are willing to
grow from the experience.

CARING
We show empathy, compassion and respect. We have a commitment to service, and we
act to make a positive difference in the lives of others and in the world around us.

RISK-TAKERS

We approach uncertainty with forethought and determination; we work independently and
cooperatively to explore new ideas and innovative strategies. We are resourceful and
resilient in the face of challenges and change.

BALANCED

We understand the importance of balancing different aspects of our lives-intellectual,
physical, and emotional to achieve well-being for ourselves and others. We recognize our
interdependence with other people and the world in which we live.

REFLECTIVE
We thoughtfully consider the world and our own ideas and experience. We work to
understand our strengths and weaknesses, in order to support our learning and personal
development.
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WHAT IS A FULL IB DIPLOMA CANDIDATE?

A student who wishes to register for the full IB Diploma needs to satisfy the conditions
as set by the IB Organization, which includes External Examinations and Internal
Assessment.

TO BE AWARDED THE FULL IB DIPLOMA, A STUDENT NEEDS TO SATISFY THE
FOLLOWING CONDITIONS:

» Register for one subject from each of the six available groups.

» Three subjects need to be at the Higher Level and three subjects at the Standard Level.

> Other diploma requirements: Theory of Knowledge, Extended Essay, CAS Activities
(Creativity, Activity and Service).

THERE ARE A FEW EXCEPTIONS:

» A candidate may be allowed to register for 4 subjects at the HL, subject to teacher
recommendation.

» A candidate may be allowed to take two languages from group 1 rather than a
language from group 1 and a language from group 2.

» Before the admission into the DP Program, each student’s high school record, GPA,
and high school program will be reviewed by the DP Coordinator and by the Principal.

AWARD OF THE IB DIPLOMA

Article 13: Award of the IB Diploma (General Regulations: Diploma Program
February 2014)

13.1 All assessment components for each of the six subjects and the additional Diploma
requirements must be completed in order to qualify for the award of the 1B Diploma,
except under the conditions stipulated in articles 18 and 19 of these regulations.

13.2 The IB Diploma will be awarded to a candidate provided all the following
requirements have been met.

a. CAS requirements have been met.

b. The candidate’s total points are 24 or more.

c. There is no “N” awarded for theory of knowledge, the extended essay or for a
contributing subject.

. There is no grade E awarded for theory of knowledge and/or the extended essay.

. There is no grade 1 awarded in a subject/level.

There are no more than two grade 2s awarded (HL or SL).
. There are no more than three grade 3s or below awarded (HL or SL).
. The candidate has gained 12 points or more on HL subjects (for candidates who
register for four HL subjects, the three highest grades count).
i. The candidate has gained 9 points or more on SL subjects (candidates who register
for two SL subjects must gain at least 5 points at SL).
13.3 A maximum of three examination sessions is allowed in which to satisfy the
requirements for the award of the IB Diploma. The examination sessions need not
be consecutive.

oOQ ™ o0 Q
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THE SIX SUBJECT GROUPS AT ASM

GROUP 1
STUDIES IN LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE (LANGUAGE A)

First language, including the study of a selection of world literature

English A1 Language and Literature HL/SL
Italian A1 Language and Literature HL/SL

GROUP 2
LANGUAGE ACQUISITION (LANGUAGE B, AB INITIO)

Italian B SL/HL/Ab Initio
French B SL/HL/ Ab Initio
Spanish B SL/HL/ Ab Initio

GROUP 3

INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES

History SL/ HL

Psychology SL/HL

Economics SL/HL

Environmental Systems and Societies SL
Global Politics SL/HL

GROUP 4

SCIENCES

Biology HL/ SL

Chemistry HL/ SL

Computer Science SL

Physics HL/ SL

Environmental Systems and Societies SL

GROUP 5

MATHEMATICS

Mathematical Studies (12th grade only)
Mathematics SL (12th grade only)

Mathematics HL (12th grade only)

Mathematics: Analysis and Approaches SL/HL
Mathematics: Applications and Interpretation SL/HL

GROUP 6

THE ARTS

IB Visual Art SL/HL
IB Film SL/HL

IB Music SL/HL

or

A second subject from group 1-4
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Universities in the UK

Universities in the US

> Full IB Diploma required for most courses
» IB Certificate most likely requested for foundation
year courses.

> American High School Diploma required

> Full IB Diploma/IB Certificate accepted and highly
regarded

» Predicted IB exam scores are used to determine
university acceptances and offers.

» The predicted scores are calculated based on
11th grade IB coursework and performance.

» Actual scores on the IB exams in May are used
to confirm/deny university acceptance (IB results
are issued on July 6th of the senior year).

» Admission process includes a holistic approach.

> IB exam results may be considered in the
admission decision. Universities may offer
college credits based on IB exam results.

» Additional admission requirements include, a
letter of recommendation, personal statement,
application, additional testing as necessary.

» Additional admission requirements include, SAT/
ACT scores, letters of recommendation, personal
statement, application, and additional testing as
necessary.

» The student must apply to a specific course of
study and program (i.e. Bachelor of Science in
Biotechnology)

» The student can apply to a major of study or they
can apply as undecided. Students have two years
to declare a major of study.

» IB courses must align with specific requirements
of the intended course of study (i.e. Engineering:
HL Math, HL Chemistry, HL Physics)

» Specific preparatory courses are required for only
certain intended majors of study (i.e. pre-medicine:
biology, chemistry)

» Some HL IB scores may earn college credits or
advanced standing.

10
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UNDERSTANDING PREDICTED GRADES AT ASM

ASM juniors and seniors encounter three types of predicted grades while immersed in the
IB program at ASM. These are, provisional university predicted grades, university pre-
dicted grades and IB predicted grades. Each predicted grade assessment is delivered at
different moments during the course of the two-year program. Therefore, each predicted
grade assessment has a very specific purpose for our students..

Provisional University Predicted Grades

Provisional university predicted grades are requested from teachers at the end of junior
year. These provide IB students with a realistic benchmark for researching appropriate
universities and application planning. Furthermore, these grades help students set their
academic agendas for the summer in preparation for the 12th grade as well as to help
them set their target goals for academic achievement. Provisional university predicted
grades are based upon the student’s coursework, assessments and final exams. These
grades are not a simple average of a student’s class grades.

University Predicted Grades
University predicted grades are issued by teachers in the fall of senior year and are used

for university applications. Any change in a predicted grade from those issued at the end of
junior year, would be based on work completed over the summer and academic achieve-
ments made by the student during the first two months of senior year. Please note that
predicted grades can also be lowered if students do not meet the course expectations.

ONLY those students who plan to apply to Oxford, Cambridge, UK medical or veteri-
nary schools or Early Action/Decision in the USA will receive this second set of predicted
grades on October 10th.

All university predicted grades, (with the exception of those noted above) will be
finalized for university applications by November 15th each year.

IB Predicted Grades

Official IB predicted grades are confidential and are sent directly to the IBO Assessment
Center. These must be submitted by the school in April of a student’s senior year. Due to
IBO regulation, they are not released to students. The IB predicted grades are based on
student work to date, midterm mock exams and other evidence of prior achievement over
the course of the two-year program. These grades will be on the final IB grade reports that
are issued to students in July when IB scores are released.

Significant Information on Predicted Grades

» We are very proud of our strong record of accurately predicted grades.

» ASM teachers put time, care and thought into predicting grades. Teacher accuracy in
predicting grades is an important aspect of an IB teachers’ reputation as well as the
reputation of ASM among universities.

» If a student does not agree with his provisional university predicted grades, it is
appropriate and necessary to schedule a conversation with the teacher to discuss what
will be required by the student to improve the grade. This should be done the summer
before senior year.

» It is NOT acceptable or respectful behavior for students or parents to debate or
try to negotiate a change in a predicted grade.

» Parents and students must understand and recognize that universities may refuse
enrollment to students if they do not meet their university predicted grades. Conditional
acceptances are specific for many universities. Therefore, even a one-point difference
can result in a declined conditional acceptance. 1
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ITALIAN UNIVERSITY REQUIREMENTS

To attend the ltalian university students MUST obtain the full IB Diploma. In addition the
Italian Ministry of Education requires a full IB candidate to follow one of the following

tracks:

IB DIPLOMA PROGRAM

Linguistic Track

Scientific Track

Social Science Track

First Language

First Language

First Language

Second Language

Second Language

Second Language

History History History
Economics Economics Psychology
Psychology Psychology
Chemistry Chemistry Chemistry

Physics Physics Physics

Biology Biology Biology
Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics

Math Studies Math Studies
Third Language Chemistry History
Biology Economics
Visual Art Visual Art

Each track will require the study of the following subjects at HL only:

Linguistic Track:
Scientific Track:
Social Science Track:

First Language
Mathematics
History or Psychology

AN ALTERNATIVE TO THE IB DIPLOMA

Grade 11 students can choose not to pursue the full IBDP for various reasons. For exam-
ple, the IBDP is not a good academic fit or it may not be required for the students’ univer-
sity applications. In this case, students will be enrolled in 5 IB subjects, (as opposed to the
6 subjects required for the full IB Diploma.) and will not be required to write an Extended
Essay, take the TOK course nor complete CAS hours. In 12th grade students who are
not pursuing the full IB Diploma may, if they desire, sit for one or more 1B exams obtaining
the IB Diploma course certificates. Universities in the US may offer college credits or

advanced standing based on IB exam results.

12
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THE THREE CORE REQUIREMENTS:

All three parts of the core requirements—extended essay, theory of knowledge and cre-
ativity, action, service—are compulsory and are central to the philosophy of the Diploma
Program.

WHAT IS CAS?

Creativity, activity, service is at the heart of the Diploma Program. It is one of the three
essential elements in every student’s Diploma Program experience, along with Theory
of Knowledge and the Extended Essay. It involves students in a range of activities
alongside their academic studies throughout the Diploma Program.

Creativity: exploring and extending ideas leading to an original product or performance
Activity: physical exertion contributing to a healthy lifestyle

Service: collaborative and reciprocal engagement with the community in response to an
authentic need

The CAS programme formally begins at the start of the Diploma programme and contin-
ues regularly, ideally on a weekly basis, for at least 18 months with a reasonable balance
between creativity, activity and service

THE CAS PROJECT

The CAS project is a self-initiated project that all IB students will complete during their
11th grade year. The project’s objective is to challenge students to show initiative, demon-
strate perseverance, and develop skills such as planning, preparation, collaboration,
problem-solving, and decision making. The CAS project must be at least one month in
duration and can address any single strand of CAS, or combine two or all three strands.
Here are some examples

Here are some examples:
» Creating and publishing the ASM newspaper
» Creating and publishing a science newsletter
» Designing and building sets for the musicals
» Creating lessons and teaching English to English Language Learner students
» Teaching elementary schools students oral hygiene
» Executing various fundraising events for charities

13
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CAS EXPERIENCES

Along with the CAS project, IB students will be participating in on-going weekly CAS
experiences for 18 months beginning in the Fall of their 11th grade year. These experiences
must be completed in addition to, and separately from, their IB class assignments. Each ex-
perience will include a reflection to reveal personal growth and mastery of the seven learning
outcomes.

Some experiences include:

» Participating in a sport or musical

» Learning a new skill (guitar, horseback riding)
» Tutoring or mentoring

» Volunteering at a local charity

» Participating in community service

THE CAS PORTFOLIO

All IB students will create and maintain a CAS portfolio, as evidence of their engagement with
CAS and mastery of the seven learning outcomes. The CAS portfolio is a compilation of their
CAS experiences and reflections, as well as their CAS project. All CAS materials will be up-
loaded and managed through an IB approved computer software called Managebac.

CAS LEARNING OUTCOMES

Completion of CAS is based on student achievement of the seven CAS learning outcomes:

—_

. Identify own strengths and develop areas for growth

. Demonstrate that challenges have been undertaken, developing new skills in the process
. Demonstrate how to initiate and plan a CAS experience

. Show commitment to and perseverance in CAS experiences

. Demonstrate the skills and recognize the benefits of working collaboratively

. Demonstrate engagement with issues of global significance

N O o~ WD

. Recognize and consider the ethics of choices and actions

Through their CAS portfolio, students provide evidence demonstrating achievement of each
learning outcomes.

14
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TOK - THEORY OF KNOWLEDGE

The TOK course is taught two periods a week, during the second semester of junior year,
and the first semester of senior year.

THE COURSE ENCOURAGES STUDENTS TO:

» Reflect on their experience as learners in everyday life and in the Diploma Program
» Make connections between academic disciplines and thoughts, feelings and action
» Share ideas with others, and learn from what others think

» Develop a fascination with the richness of knowledge as a human endeavor

THE EXTENDED ESSAY

> Is an independent, self-directed piece of research, culminating in a 4000-word essay.

» Emphasis is placed on the research process, on personal engagement in the exploration
of the topic and on communication of ideas and development of argument.

> It provides students with the opportunity to engage in personal research in a topic of their
own choice.

» It requires approximately 40 hours of work by the student.

» It is compulsory for full Diploma Candidates.

» Externally assessed and, in combination with the grade for Theory of Knowledge,
contributes up to 3 points to the total score for the Diploma according to the following
matrix

15
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LIST OF POSSIBLE EE SUBJECTS:

LANGUAGE A1
LITERATURE/LANGUAGE AND ENVIRONMENTAL SYSTEMS PHILOSOPHY
LITERATURE
FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILM PHYSICS
BIOLOGY GEOGRAPHY POLITICS

BUSINESS AND

YNy HISTORY PSYCHOLOGY
CHEMISTRY HUMAN RIGHTS O A AL
COMPUTER SCIENCE e oy THEATRE
DANCE MATHEMATICS VISUAL ART
DESIGN TECHNOLOGY MUSIC WORLD RELIGIONS
ECONOMICS PEACESATNU%%%NFL'CT WORLD STUDIES

16
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EXTENDED ESSAY PROCESS AND DEADLINES

YEAR ONE OF THE IB PROGRAM - GRADE 11

INTRODUCTION TO THE EXTENDED ESSAY

« Students read and become familiar with the EE Subject Guide and the EE
JANUARY Assessment Criteria

+ Teachers explain how to write an EE in their subject

+ Students post on Managebac EE SUBJECT CHOSEN*

FEBRUARY . . . .
+ DP Coordinator begins assigning advisor
+ EE Writing day #1
HALF SCHOOL DAY
MARCH
+ MEETING #1 CANDIDATE/ADVISOR*
+ Students post EE Managebac EE TOPIC AND RESEARCH QUESTION*
APRIL + Students post on EE Managebac OUTLINE HEADINGS & LIST OF

RESOURCES COLLECTED*

+ EE WRITING DAY # 2 HALF A DAY
MEETING #2 CANDIDATE/ADVISOR *

MAY Candidates must complete the interim reflection in the Planning and
Progress form *

+ FIRST DRAFT IN TURNITIN*

+ POST FIRST DRAFT ON MANAGEBAC*

JUNE This copy must be completed with the following:
Title page, abstract, contents page, bibliography, (appendix, charts,
maps if needed) SEE ASM PROTOCOL BOOKLET

* MEETING #3 CANDIDATE/ADVISOR *

« EE WRITING DAY #3 FULL SCHOOL DAY

YEAR TWO OF THE IB PROGRAM - GRADE 12

OCTOBER - EE WRITING DAY#4 FULL SCHOOL DAY
- FINAL DRAFT IN TURNITIN *

. POST FINAL COPY ON Managebac

NOVEMBER MEETING # 3 CANDIDATE/ADVISOR viva voce *

Candidates must complete the final reflection in the
Planning and Progress form*

Please note: *Students receive a grade on items marked with an asterisk.
EE grades are included in the student’s GPA for Semester 2 of 11 grade.
17
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ACADEMIC HONESTY

At ASM we place great value on personal integrity and academic honesty. The administra-
tion, faculty, and staff strongly believe that integrity must be a significant component in the
academic success of our students; therefore, we promote academic honesty throughout
their scholastic years at ASM by fostering the traits outlined in the IB Learner Profile and
in particular the following:

Principled - We act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness and justice,
and with respect for the dignity and rights of people everywhere. We take responsibility for

2 Academic honesty — princi- our actions and their consequences.
ples to practice
Dr. Celina Garza — IB Aca-

demic honesty manager IB Thinkers - We use critical and creative thinking skills to analyse and take responsible
Assessment Centre - Cardiff . action on complex problems. We exercise initiative in making reasoned, ethical decisions.
IBO AEM General Conference,

Rome 2014

Academic Honesty is in line with the IBO Approaches to learning. Through

» Self-management
» Collaboration

» Communication

» Thinking

» Research

students develop skills that will allow to learn and be responsible of their learning.

UNDERSTANDING AND PROMOTING ACADEMIC HONESTY AT ASM

Academic honesty and integrity are the foundation of any educational institutions. The 1B
upholds principles of academic honesty, which are seen as a set of values and skills that
promote personal integrity and good practice in teaching, learning and assessment.

Promoting academic honesty is essential because lack of academic integrity undermines
the philosophy of any educational programme. Students engaging in academic miscon-
duct miss the “learning opportunity”. Moreover, those who breach the regulations of aca-
demic work will find it easy to contravene the conventions in other fields.

All stakeholders in the ASM community believe that the principle of academic honesty
should be considered by students as a learning experience and become part of their aca-
demic study during and beyond the IB Diploma course of study.2

Academic honesty at ASM refers to:

» Undertaking research honestly and producing authentic pieces of work,

» Always respecting intellectual property by acknowledging all ideas and work of others.
» Source materials may include along with written texts, visual, audio, graphics, artistic,
letters, lectures, interviews, broadcasts, maps. Forms of intellectual property include
patents, trademarks, moral right, copyrights,

» Showing proper conduct during examinations.

18
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WHAT IS MALPRACTICE?

“The IBO defines malpractice as behaviour that results in, or may result in, the
candidate or any other candidate gaining an unfair advantage in one or more assessment
components”.3

Students can incur in the following forms of malpractice:

Plagiarism: Plagiarism: this is defined as the representation, intentionally or unwittingly,

of the ideas, words or work of another person without proper, clear and explicit acknowl-

3 General Regulation: Diploma edgment
Programme, 2014
4 Academic Honesty Guide,

IBO, 2009 Collusion: this is defined as supporting malpractice by another candidate, as in allowing
one’s work to be copied or submitted for assessment by another

Duplication of work: this is defined as the presentation of the same work for different
assessment components and/or diploma requirements

Paraphrasing: this is defined as the restatement of someone’s work in another form. In
order for it to be allowed, the source needs to be acknowledged

Fabrication of data: this is defined as manufacturing data for an experiment and for
mathematical exploration/project

Disregarding the IB DP Examination Code of Conduct: this is defined as an infraction
or disregard of guidelines as established by the IBO with respect to examination conduct

Disclosing information to another candidate, or receiving information from another can-
didate, about the content of an examination paper within 24 hours after the examination 4

EXAMPLES OF MALPRACTICE

» Submitting to IBO someone else’s work

» Copying the work of another candidate

» Allowing a peer to copy your work

» Not acknowledging sources

» Asking another person to write your work

» Falsifying data used in an assignment

» Falsifying CAS records and journals

» Stealing examination material and/or exam papers

» Bringing unauthorized material into the examining room. Examples: notes, unauthorised
software on a graphics calculator, cell phones

» Disrupting behaviour during exams

» Impersonating another candidate

19
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CONSEQUENCES OF MALPRACTICE
At ASM any instance of academic dishonesty is to result in:

First Offense

an automatic zero for the work in the case of a first offence. No opportunity is to be given
to make up the zero grade. The document is to be collected by the teachers and filed with
the Principal. Parents are to be notified;

Second Offense

an automatic zero for the work with the same above specified notifications and qualifi-
cations for a second offence. Additionally, a two-day out of school suspension is to be
assigned and a meeting of the Parents, student, teacher and Guidance Counselor called
by the Principal. All work undertaken during the out of school suspension shall be given
a grade of zero;

Third Offense
indefinite suspension pending a recommendation for expulsion for a third offence with a
grade zero being assigned to all work.

In case of malpractice in work for an external diploma or certificate (such as the Diploma
and IB Courses, PSAT, SAT), the school shall notify the external organization in addition
to the above. Given the potential of discrediting ASM under such circumstances, the stu-
dent may also face expulsion.

HOW TO AVOID MALPRACTICE

The role of students
Students must take responsibility for their learning. They are expected to do their own
work and to demonstrate honestly what they have learned.

Student’s responsibilities include:

» Read, understand and become familiar with the rules of the ASM Academic Honesty
Policy

> All work submitted is the student’s own work

> All sources are fully and correctly acknowledged including sources taken from
websites, audio-visual, emails, CD., photographs, graphs, etc.

> When required by teachers and/ or by the DP Coordinator, students must submit their
work to Turnitin,

> Make proper use of a citation style. At ASM we have adopted the Chicago citation
style (or APA for Psychology)

> When submitting his/her work to IB examiners, the candidate is ultimately responsible
for ensuring that all work submitted for assessment is authentic, with the work or ide-
as of others fully and correctly acknowledged.

> Before submitting their work to IBO, students must sign a declaration of authenticity
form.
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The role of the DP rdinator

> Ensure that students understand clearly the IBO expectations regarding academic
honesty

» Ensure that the school’s academic honesty policy is aligned with IB expectations and
undergoes a periodic review.

> Ensure that teachers, candidates and legal guardians are aware of IB requirements
concerning academic honesty.

> Agree with IB teachers on an internal calendar of all due dates for the receipt/
submission of candidates’ assessment material

4 Academic honesty — princi- » Ensure candidates and invigilators are provided with relevant information about
ples to practice examination regulations.

Dr. Celina Garza - IB Aca- . .

demic honesty manager 1B > Establish a calenqars for' assignments. ' .

Assessment Centre - Cardiff . > Plan regular meetings with faculty members to verify that all parties have a clear
IBO AEM General Conference, understanding of IB expectations.

Rome 2014 .. . . . .
> Ensure that policies and procedures are easily available to all interested parties

(teachers, students and their legal guardians)
> Organize regular briefings with student’s legal guardians

The role of the head of school

> Establish an academic honesty policy.

> Provide teachers with effective training opportunities.

> Ensure teachers and students adhere to the school’s academic honesty policy.
» Share with legal guardians the aim of the academic honesty policy.

> Ensure everybody understands academic honesty and consequences for IB students
if they engage in academic misconduct. *

The role of the Librarian

The Librarian has a key role in helping students become familiar with the research pro-
cess and teach them the fundamentals of academic honesty. The Librarian provides guid-
ance to students throughout their scholastic path and is a valuable resource in conducting
teaching and learning of specific conventions accepted in a community of learners.

The role of teachers

At ASM teachers are expected to:

» Talk to students about plagiarism and how to properly conduct a research paper or
prepare an oral presentation

> Set clear expectations for assignments and provide guidance to candidates on how to
correctly cite sources

> Be vigilant for changes in writing style, and in noticing that the student’s work is too
complex and academic and goes beyond the student’s ability

> Read the final version and check for authenticity of any work submitted to IBO. (EE,
TOK papers, Internal Assessment)

» Teachers are strongly encouraged to make use of Turnitin when checking on major IB
assignments

» Although the candidate is ultimately responsible for ensuring that all work submitted
for assessment is authentic, with the work or ideas of others fully and correctly ac-
knowledged, it is the responsibility of each teacher to confirm that, to the best of his
or her knowledge, all candidates’ work accepted or submitted for assessment is the
authentic work of each candidate.

> Be role models of academic honesty and integrity =
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The role of parents
At ASM we strongly believe in the open communication between teachers, school

administration and parents. Parents can play a very important role in supporting and
helping their children achieve their full potential and acting with honesty by:

> Read and become familiar with the Academic Honesty Policy and all IBO documents
related to the IB Diploma rules and regulations

» Supporting teachers and administrations in talking to their children about the
importance of academic integrity

> Cooperate with the school in case their child is found to be guilty of malpractice - either
intentionally, or by inappropriate documentation of sources.

ASM’S ASSESSMENT PHILOSOPHY

Assessment is the act of analyzing student learning, evaluating achievement and provid-
ing timely feedback as it pertains to desired learning outcomes. It should foster a culture
of reflection, scholarship, integrity and resilience. Assessment at ASM is central in both
guiding students and the school while they strive for excellence together. Wherever
possible, assessments should enable students to transfer knowledge, skills and concepts
independently into new, authentic contexts according to previously stated criteria. ASM
recognizes that assessment is most powerful when students are active agents in the
process.

At ASM, teachers assess formatively and summatively. These are terms that our upper
school students and families hear often.

WHAT IS FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT?

Formative assessment refers to a wide range of methods used by teachers to determine
student comprehension, learning needs, and academic progress during a lesson or unit.
Teachers ensure that feedback is given to students to help them make progress toward
the learning objectives. Formative assessment is essential in helping students develop
knowledge and skills that will be assessed at the end of a learning unit. Formative assess-
ments are not counted in the final grade.

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT PROVIDES:
» timely verbal or written feedback to students as they learn;
» recommendations on how students can improve.

WHAT IS SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT?

Summative assessments are used to evaluate student understanding at the end of each
learning unit. Students in grade 11 and in the first semester of grade 12 will take two for-
mal internal exams a year: one in January and one in June. The results of these exams
will contribute to 20% of the semester grade.

SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT
» evaluates students’ independent understanding;
» requires students to apply their learning in a new context. 22
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EXPECTATIONS FOR ASSESSMENT

Teachers are expected to:
> use an IBDP mark scheme or rubric, or a modified version of one, which shows the

student what constitutes successful work;

» return work in a timely fashion with constructive feedback and publish grades;

» collaborate with colleagues to ensure that a balance of assessment tasks is given to
students;

» post deadlines for assignments on PowerSchool, for example, summative assessments
are posted one week in advance of the due date;

» communicate with parents regularly and immediately in case of concern.

Students are expected to:
» record all homework assignments;

» use the mark schemes or rubrics provided by teachers to achieve their best work;
» submit work on time;

» reflect on feedback and correct mistakes when work is returned to them;

» honor academic integrity and understand the consequences if they do not.

Parents are expected to:

» support student adherence to deadlines;

» help motivate their child;

» help create a study environment that is to the benefit of their child;

» follow the child’s progress on PowerSchool and contact the teacher with any concerns
when necessary.

All the above expectations exist to ensure that all students reach their full potential

in IBDP examinations.
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LATE AND MISSING WORK

Should a student miss a deadline, or be absent from school with or without pa-
rental justification, we expect the student to make up the work in a timely manner.

For Excused Absences

Students who have an excused absence must complete late work in proportion to
the number of days they miss. Therefore, if a student is absent for one day, s/he
must make up the assignment in one day, or at teacher discretion. One week is
the maximum time for an assignment to be submitted to a teacher after returning
from an extended excused absence.

For Unexcused Absences and Missing Work

Students who do not meet deadlines for summative assessments must attend ext-
ratime @lunch in order to complete the assignment and receive credit.

PROCEDURE FOR EXTRATIME@LUNCH

Students will be held accountable by: Teacher will hold students accountable by:

» immediately reporting in PowerSchool (PS) a
temporary zero for the assignment and an “M” for
missing. In PS, a comment briefly describing the
issue is noted so parents are fully informed.

> reporting to the Extra Time room from 12:30-1:00,
and they will continue to report there until the work is
completed up to one week after the due date.

> attending ExtraTime@Lunch on the day the
assignment is due for a class held in the morning. Or,
attending Extra Time@Lunch the day after for a class
held in the afternoon.

» marking the assignment once completed as “L,”
Late. The student will receive full credit assuming the
work is submitted within the week.

» submitting work to subject teacher.

» being punctual for and working silently during
ExtraTime sessions.

» Students who do not attend ExtraTime@Lunch will receive a zero for the assignment.
» Students have a one week limit to complete the missing work.

» Students who attend ExtraTime@Lunch three times or more will be referred to the administration for
consideration of schedule modifications and additional consequences. When possible, students will be
placed in a study hall to allow more time to focus on assignment completion and academic success.
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GRADES AND REPORTING

REPORTING TO PARENTS

All teachers at ASM use PowerSchool to report grades, attendance, homework
assignments, and teacher comments. Through ASM’s password protected Pow-
erSchool parent portal, parents can access this real-time feedback at any time.
Parents are encouraged to review the progress of their child once a week and to
get in touch with the teacher directly should any questions come up. Teachers also
use Google Classroom as another means of posting assignments, rubrics, and
classroom expectations.

REPORT CARDS

Report cards serve as a means of communication between the teacher and fam-
ily. They are sent home twice a year at the end of each semester. Report cards
show the student’s current academic achievement and attitudes to learning, in the
form of student success indicators, for each class. Each parent is urged to ask
questions and/or make comments about these reports and discuss them with the
teacher.

HOW IS A STUDENT’S SEMESTER GRADE CALCULATED?

G1 Coursework

F1 Final Exam
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ACADEMIC GRADE BOUNDARIES

7A+ 98-100 |4.3
Outstanding work, in which you apply relevant

6A 92-97 4.0 skills, knowledge and concepts almost faultlessly,
with sophistication. Your work shows exceptional
understanding, maturity, insight and analysis; it

Bhe SU el also shows originality.

5B+ 88-89 |3.3

5B 82-87 |3.0 A thorough application of relevant skills, knowl-
edge and concepts. Your work, on the whole,

4B- 80-81 57 shows understanding, insight and analysis with

' some independence and originality

4C+ 78-79 |23

3C 72-77 2.0 A satisfactory application of the main relevant
skills, knowledge and concepts. Your work shows

3C- 70-71 1.7 some evidence of reasonable understanding,
insight and analysis.

2D+ 68-69 |1.3
There has been little evidence of understanding,

i insight or analysis. Your work may show clear

2 e |1 difficulties in some areas and you may need extra
support.

1F 0-61 0
A very limited application of the main relevant
skills, knowledge and concepts. Your work has
not shown evidence of understanding, insight or
analysis. Your work shows marked difficulties in
several areas, even with extra support.
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HONOR ROLL

Students who earn a GPA of 3.5 or higher, with no grade below a B (82%), may
be named for academic honors as presented on the Honor Roll. Honor Roll stu-
dents will receive a certificate of achievement twice a year, at the end of the first
semester in January and at the end of the second semester in June, which will be
available for download in PowerSchool.

PROMOTION REQUIREMENTS

The ASM academic schedule is based on full-year courses divided into two semes-
ters with the exception of semester-long elective courses. It is expected that all stu-
dents make adequate annual progress in their respective courses. After semester
one report cards are sent home, additional notifications will be emailed regarding
any failing marks. Parents are encouraged to contact teachers directly, especially,
when a child is struggling academically, to assure that the proper supports are in
place. Any student who does not pass a core course by the end of the school year
must enroll in a recommended credit recovery course over the summer break.
Any costs incurred for the recovery course will be the responsibility of the parents.
Students will be expected to submit a transcript showing a passing grade for the
course before they will be permitted to move into the next grade level. Students
may not “double up” during the school year to complete coursework that was not
successfully completed the prior year. Any student who does not follow through
with Administrative requirements will either be retained in the current grade level or
denied re-enrollment to ASM. In the event that a student fails more than one core
course, they will not be promoted to the next academic grade level.

ASM LEARNING SUPPORT

Students who are identified as having learning needs through educational assessment
have full access to all school programs and are integrated into all aspects of the school
so that they may reach their full potential. ASM believes in inclusive education where all
students receive meaningful and equitable access to the curriculum.

All students in grades 11-12 who are diagnosed with learning needs will receive accom-
modations that are developed from their testing and with the student study team in order
to maximize their strengths and allow them to access the full curriculum, as well as to
receive accommodations for the IB, SAT and/or ACT exams.

Note of acknowledgement of Intellectual property of the IBO:

The information in the IB Program of Studies is mostly taken directly from the most current IB Diplo-
ma Subject Guides (www.occ.ibo.org) and from the IBO website (www.ibo.org)
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SUBJECT AREA CURRICULUM

GROUP 1 - LANGUAGE A1
STUDIES IN LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE

ENGLISH A1 /ITALIAN A1 LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE SL/HL

GRADES 11-12

Language A: language and literature comprises four parts—two relate to the study of
language and two to the study of literature. The study of texts produced in the focus lan-
guage of the course is central to an active engagement with language and culture and,
by extension, to how we see and understand the world in which we live. A key aim of the
language A: language and literature course is to encourage students to question the
meaning generated by language and texts. Helping students to focus closely on the lan-
guage of the texts they study and to become aware of the role of each text’s wider context
in shaping its meaning is central to the course.

The language A: language and literature course aims to develop in students the skills
of textual analysis and the understanding that texts, both literary and non-literary, can be
seen as autonomous yet simultaneously related to culturally determined reading practic-
es.

Part of the course is dedicated to the study of different media languages (advertising and
the internet) in order for the students to “develop an understanding of how language, cul-
ture and context determine the ways in which meaning is constructed in texts.”

OBJECTIVES:

» introduce students to a range of texts from different periods, styles and genres;

» develop in students the ability to engage in close, detailed analysis of individual texts and
make relevant connections;

» develop the student’s’ powers of expression, both in oral and written communication;

» encourage students to recognize the importance of the contexts in which texts are
written and received;

» encourage, through the study of texts, an appreciation of the different perspectives of
people from other cultures, and how these perspectives construct meaning;

» encourage students to appreciate the formal, stylistic and aesthetic qualities of texts

> promote in students an enjoyment of, and lifelong interest in, language and literature;

» develop in students an understanding of how language, culture and context determine
the ways in which meaning is constructed in texts;

» encourage students to think critically about the different interactions between text,
audience and purpose.
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GROUP 2 - LANGUAGE B
LANGUAGE ACQUISITION

ITALIAN/FRENCH/SPANISH LANGUAGE B SL/HL (SL and HL COURSES)

GRADES 11-12

The Language B program prepares students to respond to the complex demands of day-
to-day communication, to demonstrate accuracy in their use of spoken and written lan-
guage, to take part in discussions to express their opinions, and learn about the culture of
the target language. Students will be engaged in class discussion on current events; will
read articles from newspapers and magazines; will read short stories and or short novels
and will be exposed to cinema. Great emphasis is placed on the writing of different types
of texts, listening and oral activities , reading and comprehension exercises in preparation
for the 1B written exam.

CORE TOPICS

» Communication and Media
» Global Issues

» Social Relationships

OPTIONS (selection of two)
> Cultural Diversity

» Custom and Traditions

» Health

» Leisure

» Science and Technology

IN ADDITION FOR HL
» Two literary works

OBJECTIVES:

» Enable students to understand and use the language they have studied in a range of
contexts and for a variety of purposes;

» Encourage, through the study of texts and through social interaction, an awareness and
appreciation of different perspectives of people from other cultures;

» Develop students’ awareness of the role of language in relation to other areas of
knowledge;

> Provide the opportunity for enjoyment, creativity and intellectual stimulation through
knowledge of a language;

» Develop students’ awareness of the relationship between the languages and cultures
with which they are familiar.

29



AMERICAN SCHOOL OF MILAN IB DIPLOMA PROGRAM

IB DIPLOMA PROGRAM GRADES 11-12

ITALIAN/FRENCH AND SPANISH AB INITIO (B1 AND B2 COURSES)

Students who start the study of a new foreign language in their first year of the IB (junior
year), may choose to take the Ab Initio exam. In this case they will be attending year B1
and B2 of the language chosen.

The language Ab Initio course is organized into three themes:
» Individual and society

» Leisure and work
> Urban and rural environment

Each theme has a list of topics that provide the students with opportunities to practice
and explore the language as well as to develop intercultural understanding. Through the
development of receptive, productive and interactive skills, students should be able to
respond and interact appropriately in a defined range of everyday situations. Language
Ab Initio is available at SL only.

OBJECTIVES:
The main focus of the courses is the acquisition of language required for purposes and
situations in everyday social interaction, and a basic awareness of the culture of the lan-
guage studied.

Enroliment in a World Language Course (French / Italian / Spanish) at ASM
- Important information

The conditions and requirements for the placement of students in a world language course
at ASM are based on directions given by the International Baccalaureate Organization
and clearly stated in the following excerpts from the IB Langu B Subject

Language B courses:
» Add to the international dimension of the diploma program.
» Promote intercultural understanding and greater respect for other people
» Should provide an appropriate academic challenge for the student

Therefore, coordinators, in conjunction with teachers, are responsible for the
placement of students. All final decisions on the appropriateness of the course for
which students are entered are taken by coordinators in liaison with teachers using
their experience and professional judgment to guide them.

Based on the IBO requirements, any student who falls into any of the following categories
will not be allowed to enroll in French, Italian or Spanish as foreign language courses:

1. Target Language is the candidate’s usual language of communication at home and/or
the student is proficient in listening and/or reading and/or writing the language.

2. The candidate has studied all or a substantial part of his/her primary and/or secondary
education in the Target Language.
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Students will be assessed on their language competence by means of a language
test. The final decision regarding the placement of the student in the appropriate
language course will be taken by the World Languages Committee and the Diplo-
ma Coordinator.

If a student is not eligible to take a World language course, he/she may choose to
do the following:

Either enroll in the course as native speakers (Language A)

OR

Choose one of the other World languages (Language B) offered at ASM

World Languages Pathways

Middle High B
School School Middle High "
School School
Beginner B1 —» [BAB
INITIO IB AB
' ' Beginner B1 — INITIO
Int. 1 B2 |1B1_§|2- v )
IB SL
' ' i Lt B2 1-12
Int. 2 B3* 18 HE ¢ ¢ :
o 1B HL
' Adv. —=——» B3 1112
Adv.
*The passage from Advanced to B3 may be
*The passage from Advanced to B3 may be granted in exceptional cases and based on
granted in exceptional cases and based on teacher’s recommendation.
teacher’s recommendation.
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GROUP 3 - INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETY
HISTORY SL/HL

IB HISTORY COURSE DESCRIPTION

History is more than the study of the past. It is the process of recording, reconstructing and
interpreting the past through the investigation of a variety of sources and perspectives. History
is a discipline that seeks to give students an understanding of themselves and others in relation
to the past and present.

In order to understand the past, students will engage with it both through eyewitness sources
and through the work of historians. Historical study involves the selection and interpretation
of data and a critical evaluation of it. The statement that “History is philosophy teaching by
example,” illustrates the primary goal of the subject, to better enable personal reflection and
understanding of people and societies.

The IB History class at ASM is a select course of study focused on events, particularly the cri-
ses of the 20th Century. Topics of study are roughly chronological, and include WWI, the rise of
single party states in the interwar years, WWII, and the establishment of a bipolar world in the
Cold War era. IB gives great flexibility to its instructors to implement a program of study from
a wide range of topics, with the expectation that each school will tailor a program to the needs
and interests of its school and region. It is not expected that each school will cover all of the
suggested topics, but that each will teach a few events or eras in great detail, employing mul-
tiple sources as well as historiography. Thus, IB history provides both structure and flexibility,
fostering an understanding of major historical events in a global context. It requires students to
develop skills of identification, classification, analysis and critical judgment.

OBJECTIVES:

» Recall and select relevant historical knowledge.

» Demonstrate an understanding of historical context.

» Demonstrate an understanding of historical processes: cause and effect; continuity and
change.

» Understand historical sources.

» Deploy detailed, in-depth knowledge.

» Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of a specific historical topic.

APPLICATION AND INTERPRETATION

» Apply historical knowledge as evidence.

» Show awareness of different approaches to, and interpretations of, historical issues and
events.

» Compare and contrast historical sources as evidence.

» Present a summary of evidence.

» Evaluate different approaches to, and interpretations of, historical issues and events.

» Evaluate historical sources as evidence.

» Evaluate and synthesize evidence from both historical sources and background knowledge.

» Develop critical commentary using the evidence base.

» Synthesize by integrating evidence and critical commentary.

» Present an analysis of a summary of evidence.

USE OF HISTORICAL SKILLS

> Demonstrate the ability to structure an essay answer, using evidence to support relevant,
balanced and focused historical arguments.

» Demonstrate evidence of research skills, organization and referencing.
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PSYCHOLOGY SL/HL

Psychology IB develops an appreciation of Psychology both as an academic discipline and a
body of knowledge which is relevant to the student’s own life. The various methods of psycho-
logical inquiry are introduced with particular emphasis upon empirical Psychology.

The IB Subject Guide (2015) states:

“Psychology is the systematic study of behavior and mental processes. Psychology has
its roots in both the natural and social sciences, leading to a variety of research designs
and applications, and providing a unique approach to understanding modern society. 1B
Psychology examines the interaction of biological, cognitive, and sociocultural influences on
human behavior, thereby adopting an integrative approach. Understanding how psychological
knowledge is generated, developed and applied enables students to achieve a greater
understanding of themselves and appreciate the diversity of human behavior. The ethical
concerns raised by the methodology and application of psychological research are key
considerations in IB psychology”.

The core component of the course, common to Higher level and Standard level,
investigates Psychology through three levels of analysis:

The biological level of analysis (B.L.O.A.)
The cognitive level of analysis (C.L.O.A)
The sociocultural level of analysis (S.C.L.O.A)

The course of study includes two options for Higher Level and one option for Standard Level.
The options serve to provide continuity with the previous core syllabus and to reflect developing
fields in psychology. There are four options that students can select from:

» Abnormal Psychology

» Developmental Psychology

» Health Psychology

» Psychology of Human Relationships

OBJECTIVES:

» Develop an awareness of how psychological research can be applied for the benefit of
human beings

» Ensure that ethical practices are upheld in psychological inquiry

» Develop an understanding of the biological, cognitive and sociocultural influences on
human behavior

» Develop an understanding of alternative explanations of behavior

» Understand and use diverse methods of psychological inquiry
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ECONOMICS SL/HL

Economics IB is a dynamic social science, which is essentially about the concept of scarcity
and the problem of resource allocation. Although economics involves the formulation of theory,
it is not a purely theoretical subject: economic theories can be applied to real-world examples.
It incorporates elements of history, geography, psychology, political studies and many other
related fields of study. The scientific approach characterizes the standard methodology of eco-
nomics, a progression from problem identification, through hypothesis formulation and testing,
arriving finally at a conclusion. Alongside with the empirical observation of positive economics,
students are asked to formulate normative questions. Encouraging students to explore such
questions forms the central focus of the economics course.

OBJECTIVES:

Through the course, students will
» gain a core knowledge of economics;
» be encouraged to think critically about economic concepts;
» apply economic theory to real world examples;
» learn to recognize their own tendencies for bias.

ENVIRONMENTAL SYSTEMS AND SOCIETIES SL

The prime intent of this course is to provide students with a coherent perspective of the inter-
relationships between humans and their world; one that enables them to adopt an informed
personal response to the wide range of pressing environmental issues that they will inevitably
come to face. Students’ attention will be constantly drawn to their own relationship with their
environment and the significance of choices and decisions that they make in their own lives. As
well, students develop their sound understanding by delving into and evaluating the scientific,
ethical and socio-political aspects of a variety of local and global environmental issues. Sus-
tainability will be taught as a core principle.

Attempts to achieve sustainability will be analyzed from the individual (for example, attitude
towards recycling) to the global community (reducing dependence on nonrenewable resourc-
es). Internationally, the roles of both governmental and non-governmental organizations are
considered in the course from the United Nations, the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), etc.
Environmental scientists work internationally at all levels. In this course, students may share
data collected with those in other IB Diploma Program schools on other continents just as
professional scientists pool their data. Students taking this course should thus become more
aware of the diversity of cultural perspectives on the environment and appreciate that environ-
mental issues may be controversial as they cross geographical and cultural boundaries.
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OBJECTIVES:

» Demonstrate an understanding of information, terminology, concepts, methodologies and
skills with regard to environmental issues.

» Apply and use information, terminology, concepts, methodologies and skills with regard to
environmental issues.

» Synthesize, analyze and evaluate research questions, hypotheses, methods and scientific
explanations with regard to environmental issues.

» Using a holistic approach, make reasoned and balanced judgments using appropriate
economic, historical, cultural, socio-political and scientific sources.

» Articulate and justify a personal viewpoint on environmental issues with reasoned argument
while appreciating alternative viewpoints, including the perceptions of different cultures.

» Demonstrate the personal skills of cooperation and responsibility appropriate for effective
investigation and problem solving.

» Select and demonstrate the appropriate practical and research skills necessary to carry out
investigations with due regard to precision.

PLEASE NOTE: Environmental Systems and Societies is a TRANSDISCIPLINARY subject.
As a interdisciplinary subject, Environmental Systems and Societies is designed to combine
the techniques and knowledge associated with group 4 (the experimental sciences) with those
associated with group 3 (individuals and societies).

By choosing to study a interdisciplinary course such as this as part of their Diploma, students

are able to satisfy the requirements for both groups 3 or 4, thus allowing them to choose anoth-
er subject from any group (including another group 3 or 4 subject).
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GLOBAL POLITICS SL/HL

The 21st century is characterized by rapid change and increasing interconnectedness, im-
pacting individuals and societies in unprecedented ways and creating complex global political
challenges. Global politics is an exciting, dynamic subject that draws on a variety of disciplines
in the social sciences and humanities, reflecting the complex nature of many contemporary
political issues. The study of global politics enables students to critically engage with different
and new perspectives and approaches to politics in order to comprehend the challenges of the
changing world and become aware of their role in it as active global citizens.

The Diploma Programme global politics course explores fundamental political concepts such
as power, equality, sustainability and peace in a range of contexts. It allows students to develop
an understanding of the local, national, international and global dimensions of political activity
and processes, as well as to explore political issues affecting their own lives. The course helps
students to understand abstract political concepts by grounding them in real-world examples
and case studies. It also invites comparison between such examples and case studies to en-
sure a wider and transnational perspective.

The core units of the course together make up a central unifying theme of “people, power and
politics”. The emphasis on “people” reflects the fact that the course explores politics not only at
a state level but also explores the function and impact of non-state actors, communities, groups
and individuals. The concept of “power” is also emphasised as being particularly crucial to un-
derstanding the dynamics, tensions and outcomes of global politics. Throughout the course,
issues such as conflict, migration or climate change are explored through an explicitly political
lens: “politics” provide a uniquely rich context in which to explore the relationship between

people and power.

OBJECTIVES:

Assessment objective 1: Knowledge and understanding

» Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of key political concepts and contemporary
issues in global politics

» Demonstrate understanding of relevant source material

» Demonstrate understanding of a political issue in a particular experiential situation
(engagement activity)

» At HL only, demonstrate in-depth knowledge and understanding of political issues in two
detailed case studies

Assessment objective 2: Application and analysis

» Apply knowledge of key political concepts to analyse contemporary political issues in a variety
of contexts

» l[dentify and analyse relevant material and supporting examples

» Use political concepts and examples to formulate, present and sustain an argument

» Apply knowledge of global politics to inform and analyze experiential learning about a political
issue (engagement activity)

» At HL only, apply knowledge of global politics to analyse political issues in two case studies
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Assessment objective 3: Synthesis and evaluation

» Compare, contrast, synthesize and evaluate evidence from sources and background
knowledge

» Compare, contrast, synthesize and evaluate a variety of perspectives and approaches to
global politics, and evaluate political beliefs, biases and prejudices, and their origin

» Synthesize and evaluate results of experiential learning and more theoretical perspectives on
a political issue (engagement activity)

» At HL only, demonstrate synthesis and evaluation of different approaches to and
interpretations of political issues in two case studies

Assessment objective 4: Use and application of appropriate skills

» Produce well-structured written material that uses appropriate terminology

» Organize material into a clear, logical, coherent and relevant response

» Demonstrate evidence of research skills, organization and referencing (engagement activity
and HL extension in particular)

» At HL only, present ideas orally with clarity
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GROUP 4 - SCIENCES

BIOLOGY IB SL/HL

Biology is the study of life. Biologists attempt to understand the living world at all levels using
many different approaches and techniques. At one end of the scale is the cell, its molecular
construction and complex metabolic reactions. At the other end of the scale biologists investi-
gate the interactions that make whole ecosystems function. Through studying biology, students
should become aware of how scientists work and communicate with each other. While the sci-
entific method may take on a wide variety of forms, it is the emphasis on a practical approach
through experimental work that characterizes these subjects.

Both levels of this course will examine core topics including: cell biology, molecular biology, ge-
netics, ecology, evolution, and human physiology. In addition to this, HL students will go in more
depth while also studying plant biology, bioinformatics and animal physiology. All students will
apply practical methods to formal concepts, examining famous biological experiments before
developing individual investigations. This program is designed to meet the needs of students
who wish to enter higher education in medicine or the sciences, while also providing an overall
survey for students who will then end their formal study of science.

OBJECTIVES:

1. Demonstrate understanding of and the ability to apply:
a. biology facts, concepts and terminology
b. biology methodologies and techniques
c. methods of communicating scientific information

2. Formulate, analyse and evaluate:
a. hypotheses, research questions and predictions
b. methodologies and techniques
c. primary and secondary data
d. scientific explanations

3. Demonstrate the appropriate research, experimental, and personal skills necessary to carry
out insightful and ethical investigations

4. Develop a critical awareness of the need for, and the value of, effective collaboration and
communication during scientific activities
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CHEMISTRY SL/HL

Chemistry is the central science. Chemical principles underpin the physical environment in
which we live and all biological systems. As such, the subject of chemistry has two main roles
in the curriculum. It is a subject worthy of study in its own right as a preparation for employment
or further study. Chemistry is also a prerequisite for many other courses in higher education,
such as medicine, and biological and environmental sciences.

Chemistry is an experimental science that combines academic study with the acquisition of
practical and investigative skills. The chemistry program aims to balance the needs of an ex-
amination syllabus on one hand with the freedom of teachers to devise courses which meet
the needs of their students on the other. The program reflects, through the variety of options
available, the need to ensure that the qualification will meet the needs of students who wish to
enter higher education in the sciences and those for whom this will be their final formal study
of science.

OBJECTIVES:
Students will demonstrate an understanding of, apply, and use:

» chemical facts and concepts

» chemistry methods and techniques

» chemical terminology

» methods of presenting scientific information

» data to construct, analyze and evaluate

» hypotheses, research questions and predictions
» chemistry methods and techniques

» scientific explanations.

Students will demonstrate
» the personal skills of cooperation, perseverance and responsibility appropriate for
effective scientific investigation and problem solving;
> the manipulative skills necessary to carry out scientific investigations with precision
and safety.
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COMPUTER SCIENCE SL

Diploma Programme computer science students should become aware of how computer scien-
tists work and communicate with each other and with other stakeholders in the successful de-
velopment and implementation of IT solutions. While the methodology used to solve problems
in computer science may take a wide variety of forms, the group 4 computer science course
emphasizes the need for both a theoretical and practical approach.

It is in this context that the Diploma Programme computer science course should aim to:

» provide opportunities for study and creativity within a global context that will stimulate and
challenge students developing the skills necessary for independent and lifelong learning

» provide a body of knowledge, methods and techniques that characterize computer science
enable students to apply and use a body of knowledge, methods and techniques that charac-
terize computer science

» demonstrate initiative in applying thinking skills critically to identify and resolve complex
problems

» engender an awareness of the need for, and the value of, effective collaboration and
communication in resolving complex problems

» develop logical and critical thinking as well as experimental, investigative and problem-solving
skills

» develop and apply the students’ information and communication technology skills in the study
of computer science to communicate information confidently and effectively

» raise awareness of the moral, ethical, social, economic and environmental implications of
using science and technology

» develop an appreciation of the possibilities and limitations associated with continued
developments in IT systems and computer science

» encourage an understanding of the relationships between scientific disciplines and the over
arching nature of the scientific method.

OBJECTIVES:

Know and understand:

> relevant facts and concepts

» appropriate methods and techniques
» computer science terminology

» methods of presenting information.

Apply and use:
> relevant facts and concepts

> relevant design methods and techniques
» terminology to communicate effectively
» appropriate communication methods to present information.

Construct, analyse, evaluate and formulate:
» success criteria, solution specifications including task outlines, designs and test plans

» appropriate techniques within a specified solution.
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PHYSICS IB SL/HL

Originating in philosophy, Physics is often regarded as the most fundamental among the exper-
imental sciences. Its deepest goal is explaining the Universe itself and how it works. Physicists
try to do so by building theories based on mathematics and by testing them through a careful
and unbiased application of the experimental method.

The SL and HL courses start off with Newtonian classical mechanics, proceed to thermal phys-
ics, electromagnetic phenomena and culminate with the study of the microscopic structure
of matter, atomic/nuclear physics and quantum mechanics (HL only). The Optional material
covered during the senior year extends the learning to include subjects like thermodynamics,

astrophysics or Einstein’s theory of relativity. The HL course differs significantly from the SL
course both in terms of depth (more details are studied) and breath (more topics are studied).

IB Physics is an exciting and rigorous course which will prepare the students who intend to pur-
sue applied or science oriented university careers. It is not calculus based but still requires
a high degree of fluency in mathematics. Experiments and technology play an important role
and both are patrticularly relevant for the internally assessed component of the course. Problem
solving is an essential skill, assessed in the written IB exam at the end of senior year.

OBJECTIVES:

Through the course, students will:

» develop a greater appreciation and understanding of the workings of the world around them;
» develop the ability to think critically, analyze and solve complex and open ended problems;

» develop the ability to apply mathematics to real world problems;

» appreciate the importance of some of “Life’s Big Questions” and develop some of the required

knowledge to address some of them properly.
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ENVIRONMENTAL SYSTEMS AND SOCIETIES SL

The prime intent of this course is to provide students with a coherent perspective of the inter-
relationships between humans and their world; one that enables them to adopt an informed
personal response to the wide range of pressing environmental issues that they will inevitably
come to face. Students’ attention will be constantly drawn to their own relationship with their
environment and the significance of choices and decisions that they make in their own lives. As
well, students develop their sound understanding by delving into and evaluating the scientific,
ethical and socio-political aspects of a variety of local and global environmental issues. Sus-
tainability will be taught as a core principle.

Attempts to achieve sustainability will be analyzed from the individual (for example, attitude
towards recycling) to the global community (reducing dependence on nonrenewable resourc-
es). Internationally, the roles of both governmental and non-governmental organizations are
considered in the course from the United Nations, the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), etc.
Environmental scientists work internationally at all levels. In this course, students may share
data collected with those in other IB Diploma Program schools on other continents just as
professional scientists pool their data. Students taking this course should thus become more
aware of the diversity of cultural perspectives on the environment and appreciate that environ-
mental issues may be controversial as they cross geographical and cultural boundaries.

OBJECTIVES:

» Demonstrate an understanding of information, terminology, concepts, methodologies and
skills with regard to environmental issues.

» Apply and use information, terminology, concepts, methodologies and skills with regard to
environmental issues.

» Synthesize, analyze and evaluate research questions, hypotheses, methods and scientific
explanations with regard to environmental issues.

» Using a holistic approach, make reasoned and balanced judgments using appropriate
economic, historical, cultural, socio-political and scientific sources.

» Articulate and justify a personal viewpoint on environmental issues with reasoned argument
while appreciating alternative viewpoints, including the perceptions of different cultures.

» Demonstrate the personal skills of cooperation and responsibility appropriate for effective
investigation and problem solving.

» Select and demonstrate the appropriate practical and research skills necessary to carry out
investigations with due regard to precision.

PLEASE NOTE: Environmental Systems and Societies is an INTERDISCIPLINARY subject
As a interdisciplinary subject, Environmental Systems and Societies is designed to combine
the techniques and knowledge associated with group 4 (the experimental sciences) with those
associated with group 3 (individuals and societies).

By choosing to study a interdisciplinary course such as this as part of their Diploma, students

are able to satisfy the requirements for both groups 3 or 4, thus allowing them to choose anoth-
er subject from any group (including another group 3 or 4 subject).
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GROUP 5 — MATHEMATICS

IB MATHEMATICAL STUDIES SL

This course caters to students with varied mathematical backgrounds and abilities. More spe-
cifically, it is designed to build confidence and encourage an appreciation of mathematics in
students who do not anticipate a need for mathematics in their future studies.

The students most likely to select this course are those whose main interests lie outside the
field of mathematics, and for many students this course will be their final experience of being
taught formal mathematics. Students likely to need mathematics for the achievement of further
qualifications should be advised to consider an alternative mathematics course.

OBJECTIVES:

» Knowledge and understanding: recall, select and use their knowledge of mathematical
facts, concepts and techniques in a variety of familiar and unfamiliar contexts.

> Problem-solving: recall, select and use their knowledge of mathematical skills, results and
models in both real and abstract contexts to solve problems.

» Communication and interpretation: transform common realistic contexts into mathematics;
comment on the context; sketch or draw mathematical diagrams, graphs or constructions both
on paper and using technology; record methods, solutions and conclusions using standard-
ized notation.

» Technology: use technology, accurately, appropriately and efficiently both to explore new
ideas and to solve problems.

> Reasoning: construct mathematical arguments through use of precise statements, logical
deduction and inference, and by the manipulation of mathematical expressions.

» Investigative approaches: investigate unfamiliar situations involving organizing and
analyzing information or measurements, drawing conclusions, testing their validity, and con-

sidering their scope and limitations.
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1B MATHEMATICS STANDARD LEVEL

This course caters to students who already possess knowledge of basic mathematical con-
cepts, and who are equipped with the skills needed to apply simple mathematical techniques
correctly. The majority of these students will expect to need a sound mathematical background
as they prepare for future studies in subjects such as chemistry, economics, psychology and
business administration.

This course does not have the depth found in the mathematics HL course. Students wishing to
study subjects with a high degree of mathematical content should therefore opt for the mathe-
matics HL course rather than a mathematics SL course.

OBJECTIVES:

» Knowledge and understanding: recall, select and use their knowledge of mathematical facts,
concepts and techniques in a variety of familiar and unfamiliar contexts.

> Problem-solving: recall, select and use their knowledge of mathematical skills, results and
models in both real and abstract contexts to solve problems.

> Communication and interpretation: transform common realistic contexts into mathematics;
comment on the context; sketch or draw mathematical diagrams, graphs or constructions both
on paper and using technology; record methods, solutions and conclusions using standard-
ized notation.

> Technology: use technology, accurately, appropriately and efficiently both to explore new ide
as and to solve problems.

» Reasoning: construct mathematical arguments through the use of precise statements, logical
deduction and inference, and by the manipulation of mathematical expressions.

> Inquiry approaches: investigate unfamiliar situations, both abstract and real-world, involving
organizing and analyzing information, making conjectures, drawing conclusions and testing
their validity.
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1B MATHEMATICS HIGHER LEVEL
This course caters to students with a strong background in mathematics who are competent

in a range of analytical and technical skills. The majority of these students will be expecting to
include mathematics as a major component of their university studies, either as a subject in its
own right or within courses such as physics, engineering and technology. Others may take this
subject because they have a strong interest in mathematics and enjoy meeting its challenges
and engaging with its problems.

This course is a demanding one, requiring students to study a broad range of mathematical
topics through a number of different approaches and to varying degrees of depth. Students
wishing to study mathematics in a less rigorous environment should therefore opt for one of the
standard level courses, mathematics SL or mathematical studies SL.

OBJECTIVES:

» Knowledge and understanding: recall, select and use their knowledge of mathematical facts,
concepts and techniques in a variety of familiar and unfamiliar contexts.

» Problem-solving: recall, select and use their knowledge of mathematical skills, results and
models in both real and abstract contexts to solve problems.

» Communication and interpretation: transform common realistic contexts into mathematics;
comment on the context; sketch or draw mathematical diagrams, graphs or constructions both
on paper and using technology; record methods, solutions and conclusions using standard-
ized notation.

» Technology: use technology, accurately, appropriately and efficiently both to explore new ide
as and to solve problems.

» Reasoning: construct mathematical arguments through the use of precise statements, logical
deduction and inference, and by the manipulation of mathematical expressions.

» Inquiry approaches: investigate unfamiliar situations, both abstract and real-world, involving
organizing and analyzing information, making conjectures, drawing conclusions and testing
their validity.

45



AMERICAN SCHOOL OF MILAN IB DIPLOMA PROGRAM

IB DIPLOMA PROGRAM GRADES 11-12

MATHEMATICS: ANALYSIS AND APPROACHES HL/SL

This course recognizes the need for analytical expertise in a world where innovation is increas-
ingly dependent on a deep understanding of mathematics. This course includes topics that are
both traditionally part of a pre-university mathematics course (for example functions, trigonom-
etry, calculus) as well as topics that are amenable to investigation, conjecture and proof, for
instance the study of sequences and series at both SL and HL, and proof by induction at HL.

The course allows the use of technology, as fluency in relevant mathematical software and
hand-held technology is important regardless of the choice of course. However, Mathematics:
analysis and approaches has a strong emphasis on the ability to construct, communicate and
justify correct mathematical arguments.

MATHEMATICS: ANALYSIS AND APPROACHES
DISTINCTION BETWEEN SL AND HL

Students who choose Mathematics: analysis and approaches at SL or HL should be comforta-
ble in the manipulation of algebraic expressions and enjoy the recognition of patterns and un-
derstand mathematical generalization of these patterns. Students who wish to take the course
at higher level will have strong algebraic skills and the ability to understand simple proof. They
will be students who enjoy spending time with problems.

OBJECTIVES
The aims of all DP mathematics courses are to enable students to:

» Develop a curiosity and enjoyment of mathematics, and appreciate its elegance and power
» Develop an understanding of the concepts, principles and nature of mathematics
» Communicate mathematics clearly, concisely and confidently in a variety of contexts

» Develop logical and creative thinking, and patience and persistence in problem solving to instil
confidence in using mathematics

» Employ and refine their powers of abstraction and generalization
» Take action to apply and transfer skills to alternative situations, to other areas of knowledge
» Appreciate how developments in technology and mathematics influence each other

» Appreciate the universality of mathematics and its multicultural, international and historical
perspective
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MATHEMATICS: APPLICATIONS AND INTERPRETATION HL/SL

This course recognizes the increasing role that mathematics and technology play in a diverse
range of fields in a data-rich world. As such, it emphasizes the meaning of mathematics in con-
text by focusing on topics that are often used in application or mathematical modelling. To give
this understanding a firm base, this course also includes topics that are traditionally part of a
pre-university mathematics course such as calculus and statistics.

The course makes extensive use of technology to allow students to explore and construct
mathematical models. Mathematics: application and interpretation will develop mathematical
thinking often in the context of a practical problem and using technology to justify conjectures.

MATHEMATICS:APPLICATIONS AND INTERPRETATION.
Distinction between SL and HL

Students who chose Mathematics: applications and interpretation at SL or HL should enjoy us-
ing mathematics used in a real- world context and to solve real-world problems. Students who
wish to take Mathematics: applications and interpretation at higher level will have algebraic
skills and experience on solving real-world problems. They will be students who get pleasure
and satisfaction when exploring challenging problems and who are comfortable when they un-
dertake this exploration using technology.

OBJECTIVES
The aims of all DP mathematics courses are to enable students to:

» Develop a curiosity and enjoyment of mathematics, and appreciate its elegance and power
» Develop an understanding of the concepts, principles and nature of mathematics
» Communicate mathematics clearly, concisely and confidently in a variety of contexts

» Develop logical and creative thinking, and patience and persistence in problem solving to instil
confidence in using mathematics

» Employ and refine their powers of abstraction and generalization
» Take action to apply and transfer skills to alternative situations, to other areas of knowledge
» Appreciate how developments in technology and mathematics influence each other

» Appreciate the universality of mathematics and its multicultural, international and historical
perspective

47



AMERICAN SCHOOL OF MILAN

IB DIPLOMA PROGRAM

IB DIPLOMA PROGRAM GRADES 11-12

GROUP 6 — THE ARTS

VISUAL ART IB SL/HL

IB art provides students the opportunity to build on technical skills learned in previous art
courses, while exploring the autonomy of self-directed and teacher guided projects with exper-
imentation of new mediums. IB art is divided into Higher Level and Standard Level options.
In Higher Level art, students create 8-11 studio projects where at the standard level students
create 4-7 projects. Studio works can include painting, sculpture, printmaking, installations and
photography. At the end of the two year course, students curate and exhibit their studio work.
The exhibition is worth 40% and is graded internally. Students plan for their studio projects and
experiment in their research workbooks and create digital process screens, which reflect the
process that they go through. The process portfolio is worth 40% of the overall grade and is
externally assessed. The IB art coursework encourages cultural awareness and cross cultural
approaches to their own work and that of others. It helps students to discriminate and discuss
works of art, while learning the skills needed to improve and reflect on their own work. 1B art
maintains a high level of expectation, both in theoretical explorations and application. It encour-
ages independent thinking, imagination and problem solving.

Students complete a Comparison Study which is externally assessed worth 20% of the overall
mark-this independent critical and contextual investigation explores artworks. The purpose of
IB art is to develop deeper thinking about art through research, experimentation and technical
applications. It stimulates the individual potential of each student and encourages them to ex-
plore themselves and the world around them.

OBJECTIVES:

> Guide students in the development of personal, socio-cultural and aesthetic expression in a
meaningful way.

> Encourage an inquiry-based approach on the meaning of art, the historical context of
art and the integration of art in various subject areas.

» Explore traditional and contemporary forms of art through various medium experimentations.

» Promote the visual and cultural context of art and the personal connections that influence
works.

» Encourage the pursuit of quality through experimentation and purposeful creative work in
various expressive ways.

» Foster an environment of self-exploration, growth and self-reflection through the timeline of
the student’s works.
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IB FILM SL/HL

The DP film course aims to develop students as proficient interpreters and makers of film texts.
Through the study and analysis of film texts, and through practical exercises in film production,
the film course develops students’ critical abilities and their appreciation of artistic, cultural,
historical and global perspectives in film. Students examine film concepts, theories, practices
and ideas from multiple perspectives, challenging their own viewpoints and biases in order to
understand and value those of others. The film course emphasizes the importance of working
collaboratively. It focuses on the international and intercultural dynamic that triggers and sus-
tains contemporary film, while fostering in students an appreciation of the development of film
across time, space and culture.

For their assessment, students at SL and HL complete a comparative study of different films,
a detailed textual analysis of a provided film and a production portfolio demonstrating acquired
skills and techniques in 3 different production roles. At HL students also work collaboratively as
a core production team in order to produce an original short film.

OBJECTIVES:

» To appreciate and understand film as a complex art form;

» To develop visual literacy, understanding of film language and the ability to formulate stories
in film terms;

» To develop skills in research, planning and project management;

» To learn the practical and technical skills of production;

» To reflect upon and evaluate film production processes and film texts;

» To learn about cinema and film-making traditions in various parts of the world.
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1B MUSIC SL/HL

Through the music course students develop their knowledge and potential as musicians, both
personally and collaboratively.

Involving aspects of the composition, performance and critical analysis of music, the course
exposes students to forms, styles and functions of music from a wide range of historical and
socio-cultural contexts. Students create, participate in, and reflect upon music from their own
background and those of others. They develop practical and communicative skills which pro-
vide them with the opportunity to engage in music for further study, as well as for lifetime en-
joyment.

Both standard level (SL) and higher level (HL) music students are required to study musical
perception.

SL students in music are then required to choose one of three options:

» creating (SLC)
» solo performing (SLS)
» group performing (SLG)

HL students are required to present both creating and solo performing.
OBJECTIVES

Having followed the music course at SL or HL, students will be expected to demonstrate:

» Knowledge, understanding and perception of music in relation to time, place and cultures;
> Appropriate musical terminology to describe and reflect their critical understanding of
music;
> Comparative analysis of music in relation to time, place and cultures (unlike at SL, HL
students are also expected to demonstrate this in response to pieces not previously studied);
> Creative skills through exploration, control and development of musical elements (SLC, HL);
» Performance skills through solo music making (SLS, HL) or group music making (SLG);
» Critical-thinking skills through reflective thought.
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THEORY OF KNOWLEDGE (TOK)

The Theory of Knowledge (TOK) course is central to the educational philosophy of the Interna-
tional Baccalaureate. The course seeks to guide students through a careful reflection into the
“Ways” (or processes through which) they have arrived at their understandings of truth and by
which they have derived meaning from each of their courses: to what extent those claims of
truth are founded in evidence and or assumption, and what exactly are the roles of emotion,
language development and other factors in the understandings arrived at. The ultimate aim of
the course is to challenge students to consider their perspectives, identify connections in their
thinking across the curriculum, and enable them to find greater meaning in their lives.

As a thoughtful and purposeful inquiry into different ways of knowing, and into different kinds
of knowledge, the TOK program is composed almost entirely of posing and discussing ques-
tions, or “Knowledge Issues.” The most central of these questions is, “How does one know a
given assertion is true, or well grounded?” Assertions or judgments are considered “knowledge
claims”, and are broken into and examined part by part. The program seeks to apply this pro-
cess to each subject area the student studies.

Upon completion of the course it is expected that students will:

> Demonstrate an understanding of the strengths and limitations of various Ways of Knowing,
and of the methods of investigation used in the different Areas of Knowledge;

> Have an increased capacity to reason critically;

» Make connections between and across Ways of Knowing and Areas of Knowledge;

> Make connections between personal experience and different Ways of Knowing and Areas of
Knowledge;

> Demonstrate an understanding of the implications of assumptions of truth and the effects of
“knowledge at work” in the world;

> Readily identify the values and assumptions underlying perspectives, judgments and
knowledge claims relative to personal, local and global issues;

> Be better equipped to use oral and written language to formulate and communicate ideas
clearly.
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ELECTIVE OFFERINGS

ACADEMICS

A TIME TRAVELER’S GUIDE TO LITERATURE

(Semester, Grades 9-12)

This semester-long course examines a range of literature, alongside learning about the his-
torical events that serve as these works’ respective wellsprings. This class will give students
a better understanding of important historical events, as well as how those events continue to
reverberate in art and culture. Students preparing for (or currently taking) IB Language & Liter-
ature can think of this class as helping them prepare for “Literature: Texts and Contexts.” Our
class work will be based primarily in discussions of the works examined; students will write one
formal essay, and take a midterm/final exam. Prerequisite: Must love reading!

ACADEMIC WRITING

(Semester, Grades 9-10) By teacher recommendation only

This semester long course is for students who need extra support in writing. The major objec-
tive of this course is to improve students’ writing and reading abilities so they can succeed in
expressing themselves in assignments which require written responses using academic lan-
guage. Students will expand their vocabulary, analyze texts and improve their writing skills.
The course includes paragraph and essay structure and a systematic grammar review. Based
on students’ previous year’s academic achievement in English and History, teachers will rec-
ommend students for this course.

ADVANCED PROBLEM SOLVING AND COMPUTER PROGRAMMING

(Semester, Grades 10-12)

This class is open for students from grade 10 through 12 and recommended for those in the
Accelerated Math, 1B HL Math and Physics classes, or students with a very strong interest in
computer programming. Its goals are: (1) reinforce the students’ abilities to analyze a problem
and choose solution strategies (2) find concrete solutions by writing suitable computer pro-
grams. In this process the students will learn:

» how to develop algorithms
» how to translate their algorithms into a programming language, specifically MATLAB.

MATLAB is widely used at a professional level within the natural sciences, engineering and
mathematics. Its programming power and flexibility allow, in addition to numerical calculations,
for complex graphics and animations. The programming skills achieved by the end of this
course will empower the students to use new tools that will be very useful during the 1B Diplo-
ma, especially in view of the Mathematics and Science |As.

CONTEMPORARY WORLD ISSUES

(semester, grades 9-12)

This course is designed to examine current events, ideas and opinions that are apart of the
general public’s discourse, such as migration, terrorism, causes of poverty, child labor and
abuse, racism, gender equality, global warming, food and agriculture, international conflicts,
health and ethical issues. Students will also have the possibility to propose topics to be re-
searched, discussed, debated or presented as a case study. This course will develop the stu-
dents understanding of the society in which they live, enable them to make informed judgments
and prepare them for their role in society. Contemporary issues also provides an excellent
basis for further study in IB classes such as Theory of Knowledge, History, Global Politics,
Economics and Psychology.
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CREATIVE WRITING

(Semester, Grades 9-12)

This multi-genre introduction to the craft of creative writing will explore the basic elements of
fiction writing including narrative perspective, scene, character and dialogue. It will also in-
clude the basic elements of poetry and lyric writing such as imagery, rhyming structures, meter
and metaphor. Students will read a variety of models as inspiration and then practice through
writing exercises designed to help each student find his/her unique voice and direction through
language.

FORENSIC SCIENCE

(Full Year, Grades 9-12)

This course surveys key topics in forensic science, including the application of the scientif-
ic process to forensic analysis, procedures and principles of crime scene investigation, and
physical and trace evidence from the perspective of the forensic scientist. Through lessons,
virtual and hands-on labs, and analysis of crime scenarios, students learn about forensic tools,
technical resources, forming and testing hypotheses, proper data collection, and responsible
conclusions. Students will collect and analyze evidence through case studies and simulated
crime scenes such as fingerprint analysis and blood spatter analysis.

COMPUTERS, TECHNOLOGY & FILM

INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY

(Semester, Grades 9-10)

Introduction to Philosophy is a course designed to provide 10th grade students a solid foun-
dation on the main philosophical concepts through an overview of the history of Western Phi-
losophy. The course is structured taking into consideration the requirements of the Theory of
Knowledge course, but it also provides the theoretical tools to approach the study of all the
subjects taught in the 1B Diploma. Students will be encouraged to investigate concepts like free
will, the “self”, the moral values that define a culture and the methods used in science in order
to gain knowledge about reality. The investigation will also be conducted through the philosoph-
ical analysis of non-philosophical material such as movies, magazines, photography, paintings,
music, novels and poetry. Students will also be encouraged to use their imagination to create
original projects and activities (video making, skits, songs, plays, scripts).

INTRODUCTION TO WORLD MYTHOLOGY

(Semester, Grades 9-12)

“You know Hercules and Medusa? OK, but do you know...Gilgamesh? Utnapishtim? Humbaba
the Terrible?!?” This semester-long course examines a variety of cultural mythologies. Stu-
dents will get a sense of how mythological traditions (particularly in Eurasia) have developed
over time, from the earliest human records through modern times. Students will also study how
these traditions continue to influence one another, as well as current world events and even
our own individual behavior.

MATH SKILLS

(Semester, Grades 9-10)

This class provides support and extra practice to students in need of remediation in math. In-
structional practices used by the teacher include effective questioning, asking for explanations
and focusing on different representations and multiple approaches. Students use the additional
time to apply math to real life situations, explain how they solved a problem to the class, dis-
cuss possible solutions with other students and build their verbal and analytical skills. A variety
of materials and resources are used including graphing calculators, laptop computers, graphic
organizers, manipulatives and SmartBoard.
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INDEPENDENT STUDY

(Semester, Grades 9-12)

This is a scheduled time for students to work independently on a topic of their choice. The ex-
pectations is that the time will be used wisely for academic purposes. A teacher will be present
to check-in with students to help them organize and keep up with their school work.

TED ED PUBLIC SPEAKING

(Full Year, Grades 9-12)

This course aims to guide students through the development of an idea; from its conception to
a final presentation, in front of an audience, in the shape of a TED Talk. The course is divided
into explorations where members will be able to understand how to properly shape an idea
while developing research, creative and critical thinking skills. Also, students will explore the
elements of a presentation by developing public and oral speaking skills. The final goal of the
TED-Ed Club is to give students a platform to share their ideas to their school and the world.
For these reasons, TED-Ed Club presentations will be uploaded to a public YouTube Channel
allowing students to have an opportunity to possibly present in a larger national or international
TED stage.

YEARBOOK

(full year, grades 9-12)

Yearbook is a digital publication course, and aims to prepare students in the planning, design
and publication of the ASM Yearbook. Hence, the course will follow a series of self-guided tu-
torial lessons on page design, layout and construction of various aspects of the making of the
book. Prerequisites to enroliment include: 1) competency in the use of Photoshop software, 2)
ownership of an up-to-date laptop compatible with the ASM server platform, 3) commitment
to the timely completion of assignments, self-discipline and PRE-approval by the Yearbook
teacher. Class size will be limited to 8-10 students from grades 9-12.
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COMPUTERS, TECHNOLOGY & FILM

3D DESIGN AND ANIMATION

(Semester, Grades 9-12)

Students on this course will explore the possibilities of 3D design and animation using the pro-
gram, Autodesk Maya. Students will create 3D objects and characters, animate with keyframes,
learn modeling, shading, texturing, and lighting techniques and create short 3D scenes. This is
an excellent opportunity for those eager to develop skills in film and media production, game,
product, graphic, and architectural design. Familiarity with editing or computer-based design
programs would be an advantage.

FILM 1

(semester, grades 9-10)

Film 1 is a single semester course for students interested in learning about film production from
script to screen. Students on this course will write, shoot, and edit their own short films using
HDSLR video cameras and industry-standard editing software, as well as learning aspects of
film history, analysis and genre studies. There are no prerequisites for this course although it
is helpful if you have taken Digital Photography or Movie Making in the past. By the end of the
course, students will produce a variety of films including short fiction, montage, and trailers.

FILM 2

(semester, grades 9-10, prerequisite Film 1)

Film 2 is a single semester course designed to prepare students for the IB Film course and/
or for students who have already completed Film 1 and wish to further their understanding
of visual storytelling with more advanced workshops in scriptwriting, cinematography, sound
design and editing effects. Students will produce challenging, sophisticated, and profession-
al-looking film projects using the skills they have acquired. Film 2 will develop technical and
conceptual understanding of areas such as lighting, camera lenses, sound recording, narrative,
character, and editing (including advanced techniques in Premiere and After Effects). Students
are expected to work independently and must be highly organized, creative, and responsible in
using the filmmaking equipment. Prerequisite: Introduction to Film 1.

HOW THINGS WORK - ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY

(semester, grades 9-12)

This is a hands-on, problem-solving, creative making course. Students will study the practical
principles of simple physics and apply that knowledge to the design and construction of actual
machines made out of everyday materials that move and accomplish tasks. You will get to use
tools, make noise, invent cool gizmos that move, grab, slide, and shoot! You will learn to cal-
culate and apply the “work-ratio advantages” of “simple machines” (lever, wheel & axle, pulley,
inclined plane, wedge, screw). You will also learn about hydraulic power and its application in
machines which make work easier, faster, and more efficient. Projects will be assigned to both
individuals and collaborative groups. (Max of 12 students)
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INTRODUCTION TO COMPUTER SCIENCE

(Semester, Grades 9-10)

At the core of computer science are the principles of information and computation, how digital
systems work, and how to put this knowledge to work through programming. Topics include
how computers work, simple algorithms and their efficiency, networking, databases, artificial
intelligence, graphics, simulation and modeling, security and the social impact of computing.
The course also includes a gentle hands-on introduction to programming concepts with Python.
Introduction to Computer Science is for students seeking a broad overview of the discipline,
giving students a solid foundation for taking IB Computer Science.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

(semester, grades 9-10)

Students learn to analyze the local and global impact of computing on individuals, organiza-
tions, and society. Information Technology will develop skills linked to the design cycle, which
provides the model of thinking, and the strategy, used to help students investigate problems
and design, plan, create and evaluate a final technological product. Students will be required
to describe a problem that can be solved using information technology, and then suggest and
implement an approach for the solution. The project employs broadly available technology, and
usually involve either the construction and evaluation of a substantial final product.

MUSIC

CHOIR ADVANCED

(full year, grades 9-12)

Intermediate to advanced singers are welcome to join this fun and energetic course which
explores singing in a large ensemble. Music from a variety of styles will be sung. Throughout
the course, students can expect to learn how to read music independently as well as explore
a large variety of genres from Italian chant to today’s hits! Students will be able to share their
talent and showcase their singing in the ASM music concerts.

STRING ORCHESTRA

(full year, grades 9-12)

The String Orchestra is a wonderful opportunity to play music from a classical context moving
to different kinds of music (pop, folk, rock, contemporary). Violins, violas, cellos and double
bass, are the core of the ensemble. In addition, other instruments will be offered such as piano,
electric guitar, bass and drums in order to create a broader music repertoire. History of music
and theory of music will be learned by playing and analyzing the music pieces.

BAND

(semester, grades 6-12)

This elective is open to all students who play a woodwind, brass or percussion instrument at a
beginner to intermediate level. It is also open to those who would like to learn a new instrument
and have no experience at all. In this class students make music together and explore diverse
styles of music as they learn to express themselves through their instruments.
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BAND ADVANCED

(full year, Grades 7-12)

This elective is open to any student who plays a woodwind, brass or percussion instrument at
an intermediate to advanced level. This is an ideal course for students who have already taken
band class in the past and wish to challenge themselves by playing more advanced repertoire.
Pieces from many musical styles will be explored and the band will have the opportunity to
perform at concerts throughout the year.

PIANO

(semester, grades 9-12)

Have you ever wanted to learn how to play the piano? This course is for you! Keyboard skills
will take a practical look on learning how to play the piano. Students will learn the fundamentals
of music theory as well as basic playing techniques. We will work on a variety of repertoires but
will focus on music that you want to learn.

GUITAR 1.

(semester, grades 6-12)

This course is open to any student who would like to play guitar and have no previous experi-
ence. Students will have the time to work and practice individually as well as in a group setting.

GUITAR 2

(semester, grades 6-12)

This course is for students who have previously taken guitar. More advanced techniques are
taught and students will have the opportunity to play in the guitar ensemble.

WESTERN MUSIC 1 & JAZZ

(semester, grades 9-10)

This elective is ideal for any Grade 9 students who would like to go deeper into music. Through
analyzing, composing and performing, students will explore the rich history of Baroque, Classi-
cal and Romantic and jazz music. Western Music 1 & 2 are foundational courses in preparation
for for IB Music.

WESTERN MUSIC 2 & WORLD MUSIC

(semester, grades 9-10)

This elective is open to any grade 10 student who has already studied Western Music 1 & Jazz.
In Western Music 2 students will investigate the diverse styles of the 20th Century. In world
music they will explore music traditions from different cultures and how these have changed
over time due to globalization. Western Music 1 & 2 are foundational courses in preparation for
for IB Music.
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CHOIR ADVANCED

(full year, grades 9-12)

Intermediate to advanced singers are welcome to join this fun and energetic course which
explores singing in a large ensemble. Music from a variety of styles will be sung. Throughout
the course, students can expect to learn how to read music independently as well as explore
a large variety of genres from ltalian chant to today’s hits! Students will be able to share their
talent and showcase their singing in the ASM music concerts.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 1

(semester, grades 9-11)

Physical Education contributes to a student’s physical, intellectual, emotional and social devel-
opment. Students will be engaged in units of instruction and activities that address motor skill
development. Team sports, individual sports and cooperative activities will be the core units of
instruction. Competition is minimized in this environment, promoting an atmosphere of mutual
respect for all participants.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 2

(semester, grades 9-12, prerequisite PE 1 or equivalent)

Physical Education contributes to a student’s physical, intellectual, emotional and social devel-
opment. Students will be engaged in units of instruction and activities that address motor skill
development. Team sports and individual sports will be the core units of instruction, with an
emphasis on leadership roles and peer coaching.

DANCE

(semester, grades 9-12, prerequisite PE 1 or equivalent)

Dance is an integral part of the Physical Education program. Dance consists of advanced
rhythmic movements that include: Zumba, Classic Dance and Modern Dance. The emphasis
will be on performance. Improving movement skills and enjoyment through dance will be the
focus of this class.

LIFELONG FITNESS

(semester, grades 10-12, prerequisite PE 1 & PE2 or equivalent)

This course will provide students with the skills and understanding of basic fithess principles
based in an exercise center. It will be an opportunity for students of all fitness levels to gain a
foundation of skills and knowledge-base that will promote a future life of healthy and functional
fitness habits. The students will analyze fitness needs and create an appropriate fithess plan to
focus on Muscular Strength or Muscular Endurance and follow the results. Additional empha-
sis will be on Agility, Flexibility, and Body Composition analysis.
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VISUAL & THEATRICAL ARTS

VISUAL ARTS 1

(semester, grades 9-12)

Studio Art is a class for 9th and 10th graders and is a continuation of previously learned skills
although it can be an initiatory course. Students are exposed to new techniques such as paint-
ing and drawing. Students also experiment with different media such as watercolor, acrylic, oil,
ink, pencil, charcoal and mixed media. The course offers a connection with the culturally-rich
Environments in Italy and encourages in-and-out-of school art experiences. The goal is to ex-
tend themes learned in History and Humanities through technical development. Students keep
a developmental workbook where they explore their ideas and keep a record of how they grow
artistically. Students are given opportunities to work both cooperatively and individually, while
exploring the fundamentals of art and how they influence their world. The course is strongly
recommended for students who may wish to further their studies in art or who are planning to
take IB art in their 11th and 12th year.

VISUAL ARTS 2

(semester, grades 9-12, prerequisite Art 1)

Art 2 is a 1 semester course designed for students who have already completed Art 1 to fur-
ther understanding of art production, history, aesthetics and criticism. Students continue to
experiment with a variety of media but begin to establish a more personal studio portfolio that
challenges personal boundaries, shows artistic style and develops ideas and strategies. In-
vestigative work places emphasis on art vocabulary, cultural and historical analytical skills. In
addition, it links class, museum and artist research to the studio work. The course is strongly
recommended for students who may wish to further their studies in art or who are planning to
take IB art in their 11th and 12th year.

MIXED MEDIA

(semester, grades 9-12, prerequisite Art 1)

The course is designed to give students who have already completed Art | to experiment with
multiple mediums: explore sculpture, fashion design, digital art, drawing, painting and more.
The course is strongly recommended for students who may wish to further their studies in art
or who are planning to take IB art in their 11th and 12th year.

DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY & GRAPHIC DESIGN

(semester, grades 9-10)

This course focuses on the creation and manipulation of original images using DSLR cameras
and Adobe software programs. Students will photograph, edit and print their own work with
emphasis placed on developing technical skills through exploratory assignments and refer-
ence to historical and contemporary uses of photography and graphic design. By the end of
the semester, students will hone the skills needed for the creation of a digital portfolio that will
demonstrate a range of artworks and stills, including portraiture, still life, magazine/book cover
designs, and posters. Students will also learn to appreciate, evaluate, and reflect on their work
and the work of others. Previous photographic experience is not necessary but it is recom-
mended that students use their own digital SLR cameras.
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THEATRE 1

(semester, grades 9-12)

The theatre elective course engages students in an active relationship with the fundamen-
tal concepts of drama and encourages learning through discovery and exploration. Through
practical work, students will develop creative, reflective and communication skills. Emphasis
is placed on the artistic process as an essential component of artistic development through
continuous self-discovery and awareness, investigation, improvisation, research, rehearsing,
performing, reflection and evaluation. Be ready to get physical (come to class in comfortable
and loose clothing), collaborate with others and test your limits.

THEATRE 2

(semester, grades 9-12, prerequisite Theatre 1)

This course builds on the communication and group-work skills that were developed in Theatre
1. Students will develop the confidence to explore, to experiment and to work individually and
collaboratively on innovative projects based on a given theatrical tradition (Commedia dell’arte,
Medieval mystery plays, Victorian melodrama or Theatre of the Absurd) or a chosen theatre
practitioner (Brecht, Boal and Lecoq to name a few). The course opens the door to understand-
ing the dynamic, holistic and evolving nature of theatre and will instill discipline and encourage
creativity. From the outset of the course, students will keep a theatre journal in order to record
personal growth.
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UPPER SCHOOL MASTER SCHEDULE

Upper School classes are scheduled on a rotating basis by day (A,B,C,D,E, F, G & H).
The full rotating schedule is available on the ASM calendar.

A Day | BDay | C Day | D Day | E Day | F Day | G Day | H Day

s | 1|16 | 3(8|5|2|7|a

Break (5 min)

e | 2|7 |4|1|6|3|8|5

Break (5 min)

| 3| 8|5 |2|7|4a|1]|6

Lunch (60 min)

s | 4|1/ 6|3 | 8|5|2]|7

Break (5 min)

|5 2|7|a4a|1|/6)|3|8

5 periods/day - 8 blocks/cycle
Lunch 12:30 - 1:25

Middle School students report directly to the cafeteria at 12:30. High School students will have
personal time until 12:50 at which point they will move to the cafeteria for lunch.
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