
 

 

 
 
 

IBDP Visual Arts SL/HL 
 
 
 

Teacher: Natasha Alvares 
Email:  natasha.alvares@aism-moz.com 
 
Should you wish to learn more about our course or to discuss your learner’s progress, 
please reach out to the email above to schedule a time to meet. 
 
 
Course Description and Units of Learning:  
 

The visual arts are an integral part of everyday life, permeating all levels of human creativity, 
expression, communication and understanding. 

They range from traditional forms embedded in local and wider communities, societies and 
cultures, to the varied and divergent practices associated with new, emerging and 
contemporary forms of visual language. They may have sociopolitical impact as well as 
ritual, spiritual, decorative and functional value; they can be persuasive and subversive in 
some instances, enlightening and uplifting in others. We celebrate the visual arts not only in 
the way we create images and objects, but also in the way we appreciate, enjoy, respect and 
respond to the practices of artmaking by others from around the world. Theories and 
practices in visual arts are dynamic and ever-changing and connect many areas of 
knowledge and human experience through individual and collaborative exploration, creative 
production and critical interpretation. 

The IB Diploma Programme visual arts course encourages students to challenge their own 
creative and cultural expectations and boundaries. It is a thought-provoking course in which 
students develop analytical skills in problem-solving and divergent thinking, while working 
towards technical proficiency and confidence as art-makers. In addition to exploring and 
comparing visual arts from different perspectives and in different contexts, students are 
expected to engage in, experiment with and critically reflect upon a wide range of 
contemporary practices and media. The course is designed for students who want to go on 
to study visual arts in higher education as well as for those who are seeking lifelong 
enrichment through visual arts. 

Supporting the International Baccalaureate mission statement and learner profile, the course 
encourages students to actively explore the visual arts within and across a variety of local, 
regional, national, international and intercultural contexts. Through inquiry, investigation, 
reflection and creative application, visual arts students develop an appreciation for the 
expressive and aesthetic diversity in the world around them, becoming critically informed 
makers and consumers of visual culture. 

Available at both Standard and Higher Levels, students are internally assessed through an 
Exhibition of their artwork and externally assessed through a Comparative Study and a 
Process Portfolio. 

For a more detailed exploration of this course, the IB Subject Guide is available at this link 
for Standard Level and at this link for Higher Level. 

https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/visualartssl2016englishw.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/visualartssl2016englishw.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/visualartshl2016englishw.pdf


 

 

The Commentator 
This unit allows learners to apply their investigative analytical skills as they investigate and 
respond to the works of practicing artists, from varied contexts and evaluate their works by 
means of a Comparative Study. 
 
The Creator 
This unit allows learners to experiment broadly and deeply with a range of media, 
techniques, and art-making forms and practices. They will explore the artistic context in 
which they find themselves, and make the appropriate links and exchanges between their 
own art-making practices and those of other cultures. Students will develop a thematic and 
concept-based approach to their body of work, and will document their exploratory 
endeavors in the process portfolio. This will be accompanied by a profound exploration of 
both conceptual and technical aspects that are involved in the creation of a piece. 
 
The Critic 
This unit allows the learners to engage in self-evaluation and peer-critique as reflective 
practice, and is focused on building students’ ability to evaluate the effectiveness of a work 
in relation to its stated intentions. 
 
The Curator 
This year we have begun planning and implementing units of study based on our Critical 
Learning Outcomes within the IB MYP and DP frameworks. Please see ManageBac for unit 
overviews as they are taught throughout the year.  
 
 
Assessment in the Diploma Programme 
 

Assessment is a key component of the learning process as it allows teachers to 
respond with targeted feedback to learners for continued growth and to revise their 
instruction to better meet the needs of their learners. In order to provide learners with the 
opportunity to reach critical learning outcomes and develop a range of approaches to 
learning skills, our IB Diploma teachers develop rigorous tasks that embrace a variety of 
strategies in line with desired learning outcomes and with each course’s internal and 
external assessments. 

Working backwards from these assessment components, teachers craft learning 
experiences which support each learner’s mastery of key content, concepts, and skills in 
every subject. Learners can expect to receive regular feedback on all three elements, with 
important culminating experiences such as IA drafts and mock examinations in the second 
year. For culminating tasks, teachers and learners are guided by criteria provided at least 
one week prior to the due date. DP teachers also work to ensure that learners not only 
understand but engage in applying evaluation criteria to their own work as well as that of 
their peers. Core components such as Theory of Knowledge, CAS, and the Extended Essay 
support each learner’s progress across the programme, as learners apply critical thinking, 
the design cycle, and research skills to each subject. 

Families and learners at AISM can expect to receive regular reporting of their 
performance as they work towards mastery of critical learning outcomes. 
 
 
Learning Management Systems 
 
Across the Secondary School, we utilize ManageBac for sharing key activities and 
assessments, as a digital workspace, for communication with learners, and for reporting on 
learner performance to families. Some teachers may supplement the digital learning 
environment with Google Classroom, and you can expect an emailed invitation to sign up for 
regular updates from Google Classroom if so.  



 

 

Homework 
 
Any learning activity which is expected to take place outside of the classroom will appear as 
assignments and tasks on ManageBac. Homework is most often an extension of activities or 
projects either begun or included in the classroom, but may include common activities like 
reading, reinforcement of content or skills within a unit of study, or distributed practice 
activities, such as flashcards for example, to support learner recall of low-level content. 
 
 
Reporting 
 
As a rough guide, learners and families can expect an update on performance every few 
weeks. These updates, available in ManageBac, represent a check-in on learner 
performance toward mastering critical course objectives and learning outcomes, prior to 
each unit’s culminating assessment.
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