
 

 

 
 
 

IBDP History SL/HL and High School History 
 
 
 

Teacher: Sarah Mulford 
Email:  sarah.mulford@aism-moz.com 
 
Should you wish to learn more about our course or to discuss your learner’s progress, 
please reach out to the email above to schedule a time to meet. 
 
 
Course Description and Units of Learning:  
 

History is an exploratory subject that fosters a sense of inquiry. It is also an interpretive 
discipline, allowing opportunity for engagement with multiple perspectives and opinions. 
Studying history develops an understanding of the past, which leads to a deeper 
understanding of the nature of humans and of the world today. 

The Diploma Programme (DP) history course is a world history course based on a 
comparative, multi-perspective approach to history and focused around key historical 
concepts such as change, causation and significance. It involves the study of a variety of 
types of history, including political, economic, social and cultural, encouraging students to 
think historically and to develop historical skills. In this way, the course involves a 
challenging and demanding critical exploration of the past. 

The DP history course requires students to study and compare examples from different 
regions of the world, helping to foster international mindedness. Teachers have a great deal 
of freedom to choose relevant examples to explore with their students, helping to ensure that 
the course meets their students’ needs and interests regardless of their location or context. 

For a more detailed exploration of this course, the IB Subject Guide is available at this link 
for Standard Level and at this link for Higher Level. 

Paper One - Rights and Protest 

This prescribed subject focuses on struggles for rights and freedoms in the mid-20th century. 
Two case studies are prescribed, from two different regions of the world, and both of these 
case studies must be studied. The first case study explores the civil rights movement in the 
US between 1954 and the passing of the Voting Rights Act in 1965. The second case study 
explores protests against apartheid in South Africa. It focuses specifically on the years 
1948–1964, beginning with the election of the National Party in 1948 and ending with the 
imprisonment of Nelson Mandela and his co-defendants following the Rivonia trial in 1964. 

Paper 2 - World history topic 11: Causes and effects of 20th century wars 
This topic focuses on the causes, practice and effects of war in the 20th century. The topic 
explores the causes of wars, as well as the way in which warfare was conducted, including 
types of war, the use of technology, and the impact these factors had upon the outcome. 
Examination questions for this topic will require students to make reference to specific 20th-
century wars in their responses, and may require students to make reference to examples of 
wars from two different regions of the world. Please note that the suggested examples for 
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this topic include “cross-regional” wars such as the First and Second World Wars. In 
examination questions that ask students to discuss examples of wars from different regions, 
students may use these wars in a regional context (for example, the Second World War in 
the Pacific) but may not then use the same war in a different region (for example, the 
Second World War in Europe) in the same response. 
 
Paper 2 - World history topic 10: Authoritarian states (20th century) 
This topic focuses on exploring the conditions that facilitated the rise of authoritarian states 
in the 20th century, as well as the methods used by parties and leaders to take and maintain 
power. The topic explores the emergence, consolidation and maintenance of power, 
including the impact of the leaders’ policies, both domestic and foreign, upon the 
maintenance of power. Examination questions for this topic will expect students to make 
reference to specific authoritarian states in their responses, and may require students to 
make reference to examples of states from two different regions of the world. In order for 
students to be able to make meaningful comparisons across all aspects of the prescribed 
content, it is recommended that a minimum of three authoritarian states should be studied. 
 
Paper 3 - History of Africa and the Middle East: European Imperialism and the Partition of 
Africa (1850 - 1900) 
Paper 3 - History of Africa and the Middle East: Developments in South Africa (1880 - 1994) 
All students complete a 2,200 word historical investigation into a historical topic of their 
choice. The internal assessment allows flexibility for students to select a topic of personal 
interest. The topic need not be related to the syllabus and students should be encouraged to 
use their own initiative when deciding on a topic. The free choice of topic means that the 
historical investigation provides a particularly good opportunity for students to engage with 
topics that are of personal interest, or topics related to their own local or national history. 
 
 
This year we have begun planning and implementing units of study based on our Critical 
Learning Outcomes within the IB MYP and DP frameworks. Please see ManageBac for unit 
overviews as they are taught throughout the year.  
 
 
Assessment in the Diploma Programme 
 
Assessment is a key component of the learning process as it allows teachers to respond 
with targeted feedback to learners for continued growth and to revise their instruction to 
better meet the needs of their learners. In order to provide learners with the opportunity to 
reach critical learning outcomes and develop a range of approaches to learning skills, our IB 
Diploma teachers develop rigorous tasks that embrace a variety of strategies in line with 
desired learning outcomes and with each course’s internal and external assessments. 
 
Working backwards from these assessment components, teachers craft learning 
experiences which support each learner’s mastery of key content, concepts, and skills in 
every subject. Learners can expect to receive regular feedback on all three elements, with 
important culminating experiences such as IA drafts and mock examinations in the second 
year. For culminating tasks, teachers and learners are guided by criteria provided at least 
one week prior to the due date. DP teachers also work to ensure that learners not only 
understand but engage in applying evaluation criteria to their own work as well as that of 
their peers. Core components such as Theory of Knowledge, CAS, and the Extended Essay 
support each learner’s progress across the programme, as learners apply critical thinking, 
the design cycle, and research skills to each subject. 
Families and learners at AISM can expect to receive regular reporting of their performance 
as they work towards mastery of critical learning outcomes. 
  



 

 

Learning Management Systems 
 
Across the Secondary School, we utilize ManageBac for sharing key activities and 
assessments, as a digital workspace, for communication with learners, and for reporting on 
learner performance to families. Some teachers may supplement the digital learning 
environment with Google Classroom, and you can expect an emailed invitation to sign up for 
regular updates from Google Classroom if so. 
 
 
Homework 
 
Any learning activity which is expected to take place outside of the classroom will appear as 
assignments and tasks on ManageBac. Homework is most often an extension of activities or 
projects either begun or included in the classroom, but may include common activities like 
reading, reinforcement of content or skills within a unit of study, or distributed practice 
activities, such as flashcards for example, to support learner recall of low-level content. 
 
 
Reporting 
 
As a rough guide, learners and families can expect an update on performance every few 
weeks. These updates, available in ManageBac, represent a check-in on learner 
performance toward mastering critical course objectives and learning outcomes, prior to 
each unit’s culminating assessment.
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