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Welcome
We would like to start by welcoming all parents, both new and returning, to Beacon Private School.
Establishing BPS created an exciting opportunity to guide a school that really wants to make a difference in
Bahrain. The unique set up of the school and our association with the Common Ground Collaborative has allowed
us to create a new teaching and learning model, built on our professional experience and our evolving ideas about
education and the directions it should take.
The first year of BPS, school year 2018–2019, indeed marked a new moment in the educational offer in Bahrain. We
brought a new and fresh approach unlike any other school and hopefully this is one of the reasons why you brought
your child/children to BPS. The world is changing rapidly, and we cannot always predict what may happen. Yet at
the same time, education tends to evolve very slowly. We seek something new, an approach to learning that will
offer our learners opportunities that will be life-changing and actually help prepare them for the future. We feel it
is our duty to develop the conceptual understanding, competencies and character of our learners in ways that will
allow them to shape their own lives and the world they share.
Throughout our curricula, supported by the Common Ground Collaborative, we use inquiry-based modules, which
enable learners to see the necessary conceptual and contextual connections between subjects and the real world.
We also value each learner’s individual voice and choice in order to plan meaningful and purposeful learning
engagements.
Collaboration is key to developing an interesting and engaging curriculum. This applies to staff and learners
working closely together but also to the relationship with the wider community. A key part of our curriculum
is inviting guest speakers from our community to talk about their life and work experiences. As parents you can
play an important part in this collaboration and are therefore very much welcome in our classrooms, as part of a
growing and active learning partnership.
We look forward to a positive and successful year ahead!
Beacon Private School Community

BPS PHILOSOPHY
VISION
BPS is committed to enhancing the intellectual and personal development of its students, equipping them with
the passion for inquiry learning, ensuring academic excellence and preparing active and responsible global
citizens.

MISSION
BPS is a future focused community where learning is based on inquiry to develop successful independent
learners in an environment that harbors respect and responsibility, stimulates inquiry, creativity and innovation,
fosters higher order thinking, and promotes collaboration and communication.
At BPS, all learners are provided with equity learning experiences serving the needs, interests and
learning styles of each child. We are committed to helping each learner embrace learning as a lifelong
quest.
We:
provide a challenging and engaging curriculum based on the Common Ground Collaborative (CGC)
approach.
encourage creativity and empower our learners to take part in the learning process and concretize
their vision through implementing the inquiry-based approach. The lifelong quest process is filled
with opportunities to observe, explore, inquire, and create.
foster a school climate that is positive, safe, healthy and enjoyable.
acknowledge the readiness, learning styles, needs and development of each learner
provide diverse strategies so each learner reaches his/her full potential as an autonomous, creative
and critical thinker.
implement a multi-lingual program (Arabic/English or English/French for non-Arab learners) where
learners will be able to take responsibility for their learning under the leadership of passionate
educators.
develop an active partnership and positive constructive relationship with parents, educational and
non-educational communities in Bahrain.
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LEARNING PRINCIPLES

CONCEPTUAL

COMPETENCIES

CHARACTER

(see: https://commongroundcollaborative.org)
At BPS we define learning as a process that leads to a sustained and demonstrable consolidation or extension of conceptual
understanding, competencies, or character. These types of learning interact and form the ‘triple helix, the DNA of the
curriculum.

CONCEPTUAL LEARNING is happening when learners are:
connecting new knowledge to prior understandings and important concepts.
constructing theories about how things work and why they are the way they are.
testing their evolving theories in different contexts to fine-tune and have an increased explanatory ability and to
see when, where and how they apply

COMPETENCY LEARNING is happening when learners are:
deconstructing expert performance and compare it with their own.
identifying and making necessary changes.
practicing skills, fine-tune and make them increasingly automated.
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CHARACTER LEARNING is happening when learners are:
considering the potential impact of applying traits and values when applied in specific authentic contexts.
acting as a result of these considerations.
reflecting on the effects of these actions

At Beacon Private School we believe that learners become confident independent learners and positive role models
through the development of the following character qualities:

INTERGRITY

REFLECTION

RESILIENCE

EMPATHY

PLAYFUL

Contextual Learning
With a diverse community of learners, conceptual standards require a context with an illustrative content. Contextual
content preserves subject-disciplined in-sights while at the same time broadens horizons, through connections and
“outsights” across disciplines, bridging the “school vs real world” gap.
CGC is constantly engaged in updating and making improvements to the teaching and learning processes. In an effort to
advance the learning experiences at the classroom level, a fourth ‘C- Context’ has been added to the 3C’s (Conceptual,
Competency and Character Learning). As Kevin Bartlett explains, “…contextualized learning simply reiterates the Learning
Principle that learning happens best in rich, relevant contexts and embedded in well-chosen illustrative content.”

BPS PARENTS’ HANBOOK 2019-2020

7

ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE

AMIRA HACHEM

SALA AL KHALIFA

Principal

Curriculum and Training
Coordinator

Early Childhood Coordinator

ahemmes@beacon.edu.bh

ahachem@beacon.edu.bh

GHADA BOU ZEINEDDINE

ATE HEMMES

Director
gzeineddine@beacon.edu.bh

SHAIKHA AL DOSERI

LUBNA AL ALAMI

WILLIAM IRELAND

ZAINAB KHANJI

Student Affairs, Admission &
Registrars Office Coordinator

Student Counselor

Learning Media Center
Coordinator

Human Resource Manager

saldoseri@beacon.edu.bh

lalalami@beacon.edu.bh

wireland@beacon.edu.bh

zkhanji@beacon.edu.bh

SAMIRA ZUBARI
Executive Office
Manager
szubari@beacon.edu.bh
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SCHOOL CALENDAR
2019 - 2020

Beacon Private School
Academic Year 2019 - 2020

July 2019
S

M

August 2019

T W Th F

1 2 3
7 8 9 10
14 15 16 17
21 22 23 24
28 29 30 31

4
11
18
25

S

S

5 6
12 13
19 20
26 27

T W Th F

3 4 5 6
10 11 12 13
17 18 19 20
24 25 26 27
6-7
10

S

7
14
21
28

1 2 3
8 9 10
15 16 17
22 23 24
29 30 31
1 Classes Resume

School Closed

4
11
18
25

5
12
19
26

S
3
10
17
24
31

Administration & Staff in school
New teachers' Arrival
New Teachers' Orientation Week 1
All Teachers' Orientation Week 2

29

EC - Grade 8 School Tour for New Students

S

S

1 2
8 9
15 16
22 23
29 30

March 2020
T W Th F

2
9
16
23
30

S
1
8
15
22
29
1
2
3
4
10
24

M

T W Th F

1 2 3
8 9 10
15 16 17
22 23 24
29 30 31
15-17
18-3

S

S

6 7
13 14
20 21
27 28

4
11
18
25

(TBC)*: To be confirmed

6
13
20
27

M

S
7
14
21
28

2
9
16
23
30

3
10
17
24

S

4 5 6 7
11 12 13 14
18 19 20 21
25 26 27 28

S

M T W
1
5 6 7 8
12 13 14 15
19 20 21 22
26 27 28 29
5
29-30
30

April 2020
T W Th F

2
9
16
23
30

S M

S

3 4
10 11
17 18
24 25

Faculy In-service day-No school for students
Classes Resume
Student-Led Learning Conferences
Beginning of Ramadan (TBC)*

Student-Led Conferences

S

Th
2
9
16
23
30

3
24-28
31

W Th F
2
9
16
23
30

3
10
17
24
31

S

4 5
11 12
18 19
25 26

1
Open House Grades 1-8
20-24 Mid-Term Break

February 2020
F

S

3
10
17
24
31

4
11
18
25

Classes Resume
Three-way Conferences
End of Term 1

S M
2
9
16
23

3
10
17
24

T

W Th F

4
11
18
25

1
5 6 7 8
12 13 14 15
19 20 21 22
26 27 28 29

S

2
Term 2 begins
23-27 Mid-Year Break

May 2020
M T W Th F

3 4 5 6 7
10 11 12 13 14
17 18 19 20 21
24 25 26 27 28
31

T

1
6 7 8
13 14 15
20 21 22
27 28 29

January 2020

Bahrain National Day
Winter Break

1
5 6 7 8
12 13 14 15
19 20 21 22
26 27 28 29
8-9
12
21
24

5
12
19
26

M T W Th F

October 2019

Islamic Hijri New Year (TBC)*
First day of the school year KG2-8/ Term 1
First day of the school year- KG1
First day of the school year-Early Childhood-EC
Ashura (TBC)*
Open House- EC-KG1-KG2

December 2019

Student-Led Learning Conferences
Prophet's Birthday (TBC)*

M

1
8
15
22
29

18-22
25-29

November 2019
M

T W Th F

4 5 6 7
11 12 13 14
18 19 20 21
25 26 27 28
14-15

S

M

September 2019

S

1 2
8 9
15 16
22 23
29 30

Labor Day
Eid Al Fitr (TBC)*
Classes Resume

S M
7
14
21
28

June 2020
T W Th F

S

1 2 3 4 5 6
8 9 10 11 12 13
15 16 17 18 19 20
22 23 24 25 26 27
29 30 31

24-25 Three-Way Conferences
Last day of school for students EC-8
25
28
Last day of school for teachers

Faculty PD/In-Service: 3 days (TBC)

School Days: 180
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DAILY TIMINGS
2019 - 2020

BELL SYSTEMS, 2019-2020
ECE - KG1
All Days
Period 1
7:50 - 8:35
(45)

KG2 - Grade 5
Sunday, Monday,
Wednesday,
Thursday
Period 1
7:50 - 8:35
(45)

Period 1
7:50 - 8:35
(45)

Sunday, Monday,
Wednesday,
Thursday
Period 1
7:50 - 8:35
(45)

Tuesday
Short Day
Period 1
7:50 - 8:35
(45)

Period 2
8:35 - 9:15
(40)

Period 2
8:35 - 9:15
(40)

Period 2
8:35 - 9:15
(40)

Period 2
8:35 - 9:20
(45)

Period 2
8:35 - 9:20
(45)

Period 3
9:15 - 10:00
(45)

9:15 - 9:35
Period 3
9:35 - 10:15
(40)

9:15 - 9:35
Period 3
9:35 - 10:15
(40)

9:20 - 9:40
Period 3
9:40 - 10:25
(45)

9:20 - 9:35
Period 3
9:35 - 10:20
(45)

Period 4
10:15 - 10:55
(40)

Period 4
10:15 - 10:55
(40)

Period 4
10:25 - 11:10
(45)

Period 4
10:20 - 11:05
(45)

10:55 - 11:15
Period 5
11:15 - 11:55
(40)

10:55 - 11:15
Period 5
11:15 - 11:55
(40)

11:10 - 11:40
Period 5
11:40 - 12:25
(45)

11:05 - 11:25
Period 5
11:25 - 12:05
(40)

BREAK
10:00 - 10:30

Period 4
10:30 - 11:10
(40)
Period 5
11:10 - 11:50
(40)
Period 6
11:50 - 12:40
(50)

Period 6
11:55 - 12:35
(40)
12:35 - 12:55
Period 7
12:55 - 13:35
(40)
Period 8
13:35 - 14:20
(45)

10

Tuesday
Short Day

Grades 6 - 8
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Period 6
11:55 - 12:40
(45)
Tuesday is an early release
day for students; all
students leave at 12:40 p.m.
Teachers will attend
workshops and prepare
collaboratively lesson plans
and Modules of Inquiry.

Period 6
12:25 - 13:10
(45)
13:10 - 13:30
Period 7
13:30 - 14:15
(45)
Period 8
14:15 - 15:00
(45)

Period 6
11:05 - 12:40
(45)
Tuesday is an early release
day for students; all students
leave at 12:40 p.m.
Teachers will attend
workshops and prepare
collaboratively lesson plans
and Modules of Inquiry.

PRACTICAL INFORMATION

YOUR CHILD’S DAY AT MIDDLE SCHOOL
Learners will need to be at the school between 07:30 and 07:45 as classes begin promptly at 07:50 and classes
will end at 3:00. On Tuesday learners of all year groups will leave between 12:40 and 12:50 as school finishes
early on that day. Being punctual makes an important collaborative start of the day possible, which is essential
in creating the sense of belonging.

SNACKS/ LUNCH
Learners can bring healthy food from home for morning breaks and lunch. However, Easter Bakery will be
proving healthy snacks and juices, bookable online, which will be available in the Middle School Learner Café.
Where any special diets and/or allergies require specific snacks brought from home, parents are requested to
share the information with the school’s nurse in writing. We would like learners to bring their own, labeled,
water bottle in the spirit of ‘Recycle, Reuse, Reduce’. Chewing gum and sweets/candy are not allowed in school.

WHAT WILL YOUR CHILD NEED AT SCHOOL?
Core learning materials will be provided by the school, including iPads. However, learners should provide the
following items:
uniform (to be purchased from school).
a suitable bag to hold all necessary material.
hats, if wished, to be worn outside (learners are not to wear hats or head coverings in the school buildings).
other equipment/ items as requested by individual departments.
(please ensure all items are marked with the learner’s name and grade level)

BPS PARENTS’ HANBOOK 2019-2020

11

ARRIVAL AND DISMISSAL
For Middle School learners there is a separate external entrance, by the main entrance doors, to the first-floor
section.
Although we have a large parking space at BPS, we all know how hectic it can be at drop-off and collection time.
Learners should be dropped off at the entrance and then make their own way to the classrooms. If for some
reason you need to accompany your child into school, you can use any of the free parking spaces. At all times
take the safety of all into account and drive slowly and carefully.

BREAKS
Learners can visit the Middle School Learner Café during any of their scheduled breaks. They will also have the
opportunity to use the outside recreational facilities.

EVENTS, TRIPS AND SAFETYRULES
There are various whole school events, day trips, ‘School Without Walls’ etc. during the academic year. Parents
will be informed of these events ahead of time.
Field trips that support learning are an educational extension and enrichment of the curriculum; therefore,
it is expected that all learners will attend. If there is a reason why a learner cannot attend, the parents are
expected to inform the Principal in writing of the reasons for their child’s absence. A trip permission form and
description of the event will be issued by the school ahead of time. The permission slip must be signed by a
parent or the learner will not be allowed to participate.
Trip Safety/ Behavior Rules:
All buses used to transport learners are equipped with seat belts, which must be worn at all times.
No eating or drinking is allowed on the bus without prior permission.
Learners must follow the guidance of the trip supervisor, teacher and bus driver at all times.
Learners must demonstrate good behavior and be positive representatives of the school.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
The school will offer a range of extra-curricular activities, with opportunities in sports, service, music and more.
Most of the activities are provided by external professional organizations, however some may be run by faculty
members. Extra-curricular activities are not directly part of the curriculum but do help to enhance the learner’s
overall development. The activities are generally not organized by age group, which allows the children to make
new friends outside of their own class.

12

BPS PARENTS’ HANBOOK 2019-2020

ABSENCE
Please e-mail Ms. Shaikha Aldoseri, Learner Affairs (saldoseri@beacon.edu.bh) or phone (66 00088) by 07.50 in
the morning to report absence or lateness. If your child arrives late (after 07.50) they should sign in at reception
before moving to class.
Any learner wishing to be excused from school, for specific and/or medical and dental appointments, must obtain
prior permission. Parents are encouraged to make medical and dental appointments outside of school hours as
far as possible to avoid learners missing too much valuable learning time. If the absence is to be of some duration
(more than 1–2 days), approval must be sought well in advance from the Principal.
We monitor attendance closely to ensure full participation. Where we feel problems are arising, we will discuss
the learner’s attendance with parents. In cases of repeated absence, we adhere to the Ministry of Education
guidelines.
Learner Attendance Policies
A learner missing a maximum of 10 school days per trimester (10%) is required to make-up all schoolwork
covered during his/her absence. Teachers discuss with the learner the importance of attending school on a
regular basis and inform parents of attendance policies.
A learner missing 7 to 12 school days per trimester (20%) receives an incomplete grade report. He/she is
required to complete all schoolwork missed and additional assessment will be required in all subject areas to
assess current progress during the week following the end of the trimester in which the extensive absences
have taken place.
A learner missing more than a total of 30 days (15%) per school year cannot receive credit for the year. He/
she may be allowed, conditions permitting, to repeat the grade at the discretion of the school.
No child may leave BPS during school hours without the permission of the Principal. Parents are expected to arrange
their vacation trips in accordance with the school calendar. To ensure the continuum of learning, permission may
not be granted for early departure or later return,
except in family emergencies. Any additional holidays taken outside of the school calendar will be marked as
unauthorized absences.

BIRTHDAYS
Birthday celebrations are allowed in the Early Years section of the school only. Middle School learners are kindly
requested not to bring cakes, presents or invitations to school. Teachers have been requested not to celebrate
their birthday with their learners.

VISITORS
All visitors are asked to report to the main gate upon entering the campus. Visitors are then required to sign in
with the use of their ID and wear a visitor’s badge for the duration of their visit. Badges have to be handed back
and ID cards returned when leaving. Visiting learners may be given a school tour but may not stay for lesson
time.

BPS PARENTS’ HANBOOK 2019-2020
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LOST AND FOUND
We encourage learners to take responsibility for their own property. Lost property centers are maintained in
all buildings (behind the reception areas). Items are put on display at the end of each term and if unclaimed will
be removed and donated to charity where possible. All articles found which are clearly marked with learners’
names will be returned to them. Please ensure that any personal item brought to school is clearly marked or
labeled.

PHOTOS
Class and individual photos are taken during the year as part of the teaching and learning programs. These can
be used for promotional reasons or to support learning outcomes. General permission from parents is given
during the registration process. Learners may be photographed during their learning and break time, and these
photos may be used in school publications, on the website or on blogs. No names are given.

GIFTS
Learners and their families are not encouraged to give gifts to teachers and staff are similarly advised not to
accept these.

MEDICAL RECORDS
The school keeps records on each child’s medical history, allergies, family doctor, and emergency contact. All
parents must complete a formal Ministry of Education medical form at point of registration. It is the parents’
responsibility to ensure that these records are up to date and communicated with the school nurse.

MEDICATION IN SCHOOL
Where a learner needs to take medication during school hours, whether regularly or for a short period of
time, parents are required to bring this medication to the school nurse’s office with detailed administration
procedures in writing.

ILLNESS
Parents are urged to notify the school immediately (by contacting Ms. Shaikha Aldoseri, saldoseri@beacon.
edu.bh) about any contagious disease their child has contracted. Children who need to take antibiotics for an
infectious disease must remain at home until they have taken a full 48 hours of antibiotics and feel well enough
to attend school as normal.
If a child is well enough to attend school (for example no signs of fever) they will need to participate in all
classes and break times. If this is not the case children should stay at home unless otherwise arranged. Please
e-mail Ms. Shaikha Aldoseri in such cases and the message will be passed on to the respective teachers.

14
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EMERGENCY PROCEDURES
In the case of a serious emergency or threats, the school will contact emergency support services and assure the
safety and wellbeing of learners as first priority. Parents will be notified as soon as possible thereafter. In the
event of an illness, accident, or medical emergency, and when the parents can’t be reached, the school will act
in lieu of the parents until one or both of the parents can be reached. It is the parents’ responsibility to ensure
that the school has their current contact information as well as the telephone numbers of their non-parent
emergency contact and family doctor.

FIRE AND EMERGENCY DRILLS
The school maintains a regular schedule of announced and non-announced fire/ emergency drills. At the
beginning of each school year, the classroom teachers will review the necessary procedures with the learners
in an age appropriate manner.

EMERGENCY SCHOOL CLOSURE
If classes are suspended, parents will receive an SMS and the school will put a notice on the homepage of the
website. In the case of a school emergency outside of normal school hours, the BPS Director and the Principal
act as the communication contact point for parents (via email).

HEALTH AND SAFETY TEAM
The school will maintain a health and safety team that is prepared to respond to any serious emergency faced
by the school. Responsibilities for this team are established at the beginning of each school year in close contact
with the national authorities. In the event of a serious crisis or emergency, the team, led by the BPS Director,
will provide appropriate information to parents as quickly and comprehensively as possible. This will include
giving details on the school’s web site.

MOBILE PHONES
At all grade levels, use of mobile phones and other personal electronic devices is not permitted in school without
prior permission from staff.

BPS PARENTS’ HANBOOK 2019-2020
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CURRICULUM AND LEARNING ECOSYSTEM

ASSESSMENT, RECORDING AND REPORTING
At BPS we do not focus on major testing and exams but instead believe in regular formative feedback. The first
and most important element of this is to offer feedback to the learners themselves, who will receive this feedback
frequently and in a variety of formats. We monitor that this feedback is shared at home with the parents.
Parents are welcome to talk to their child’s teacher on a regular basis, in person or by email. When more time
is needed than just a ‘snapshot’ it is better to make an individual appointment with the teacher. The learners’
happiness and progress are very important to us and we see ourselves as partners with parents in the learning
journey.
At the beginning of the year there will be an open day when information will be given about teaching and
learning at BPS. In November we hold the first learner-led conferences, when the learners themselves share their
achievements through their reflections/ portfolio and discuss their progress with their parents and teachers.
There will be a second session of conferences in April. Progress Reports will be available twice a year, in January
and in June, both followed by 3-Way Conferences.

ASSESSMENT PRINCIPLES
At BPS we believe that:
Every learner learns in different ways and it is important to provide a flexible and differentiated program of
instruction.
Learning is a lifelong experience and the focus should therefore be on skills rather than content
Assessment is daily and ongoing.
Formative assessment is the most important element in the feedback cycle.
Keeping parents informed of learner progress and potential challenges is an essential component of the
learning cycle.
Assessment should always be used to support, encourage and help develop learner understanding.
Assessment can take place in many contexts and in many forms, however learners should always have clear
objectives and assessment criteria to work with.

16
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Learners should take an active part in the assessment process; through self-assessment, peer assessment and
regular individual reflection.
Summative assessment, at the end of a module or project, should be used as only one part of a final holistic
assessment of learner progress.
Assessment at BPS serves three main functions:
to help gauge and measure each individual learner’s specific needs
to create clear and transparent indicators of learner progress
to help guide and inform develop future teaching and learning
The learner’s development will be formally reported on twice a year. This is in addition to the ongoing formative
assessments that take place on a regular basis within the classroom. The reports will detail levels of achievement
for every subject and include individual subject teacher’s comments. The reports are supplemented by a learner
portfolio of work which will include self-evaluation and samples of work.
All work submitted by learners will be appropriately marked, annotated and returned in a timely fashion. Feedback
will include clear written guidance on any perceived areas for improvement.
In February, we intend to participate in the International Schools ‘Assessment. Results of these will be shared with
parents towards the end of the school year. BPS participates in these assessments in order to have an international
academic comparison, thus helping maintain our high educational standards.

INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM
The instructional program at BPS seeks to develop our learners’ approach to inquiry, critical thinking,
communication and collaboration skills as well as their character. Although the language of instruction is English
for Math, Sciences, Social Studies and specialist subjects, we are a bilingual school, so offer the same time
allocation to both English and Arabic as languages, with a focus in both areas on reading, writing, listening and
speaking. For non-native Arabic speakers we offer an additional choice of Spanish or French.
Our specialist teachers provide instruction twice per week in Art, Music, P.E. and Design Technology. It is
important to note that BPS respectfully fulfills the Ministry of Education’s requirements towards the teaching of
Arabic, Islamic Studies, Civics and Social Studies for our native speakers.

MIDDLE SCHOOL PROGRAM (GRADES 6-8)
BPS’s Middle School program is dedicated to the school’s mission towards focusing on developing successful
independent learners who will be engaged in inquiry, higher order thinking, collaboration and communication.
Therefore, our program is designed to offer a smooth transition between Elementary and High School both
academically and socially.
In Grades 6-8, our standards-based curriculum includes Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies,
Arabic/ French/ Spanish, Art, Music, P.E. and DT in the ‘maker spaces’. BPS has adopted and adapted a set of
international high-quality curriculum standards to allow our learners to acquire a solid academic foundation as
well as personal growth.
Our CGC Framework for Learning will encourage our middle school learners to demonstrate their ‘Conceptual
Learning’ through projects that are module-based, tailored to their interests and relate to the real world. Also,
it is through these in-depth module projects that our learners will develop their ‘Competency Learning’ and be
encouraged to apply their learning/ service to others or ‘Character Learning’ in meaningful ways.

BPS PARENTS’ HANBOOK 2019-2020
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SERVICE LEARNING
Action (learning by doing and experiencing) is a key component in the teaching and learning at BPS. Service, as
a subset to action, is an added value to our curricula. We want our learners to become caring members of the
community, who demonstrate a personal commitment to service, wanting to make a positive difference to the lives
of others.
Through responsible action, connected with the inquiry and critical reflection in our modules, learners can develop
the values that are essential for success in future education and for their adult life. We strive to develop the learners
personal understanding and awareness through appropriate responsibilities in their community.
As learners become more aware and acquire a better understanding of the context of their responsibilities, they are
more able to make choices about how to take thoughtful and positive action. These actions might be different from
one learner to the other and from context to context.
Actions may involve learners in:
feeling empathy towards others.
making small-scale changes to their behavior.
undertaking significant projects (both small and big).
acting on their own.
acting collaboratively.
taking physical action.
suggesting modifications to an existing system to the benefit of all involved.
addressing/ inviting people in influential positions to assist and act.
Service requires that learners are able to build authentic connections between what they learn in the classroom and
what they encounter in the community and grow in confidence and responsibility as global citizens of the world
outside school.

HOW PARENTS CAN HELP
We value the importance of the home and the impact of parental commitment and active involvement in a learner’s
learning. Positive relationships between the parents-teacher-learner are developed through open communication
and the sharing of different aspects of the teaching and learning. Parents are encouraged to celebrate their child’s
learning experiences and to share their own talents and culture.
As mentioned previously, we value formative feedback and want the learners to share this feedback at home discussing what they did in school and their own ideas and strategies for improvement.
We believe in learner voice so parents should encourage their child to follow their own special interests. Where a
different language at home is used, we encourage parents to discuss school matters in this language so that their
child will gain the same vocabulary in both languages.

18
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HOME LEARNING AND READING AT HOME
At BPS we do not believe in assigning homework in the traditional sense. Any work undertaken at home will be a
purposeful and relevant part of home learning.
Home learning at BPS is different for every child according to their needs. Reading is very important, and teachers
will monitor that learners are reading developmentally appropriate material in terms of both content and context.
Parents should encourage their children to read widely in different languages, for research and for pleasure. Parent
can assist by discussing their child’s reading in terms of both textual comprehension and wider global contexts.

HOW PARENTS CAN BE INVOLVED AT SCHOOL
Parent involvement in teaching and learning at BPS is part of our development of an active partnership and
constructive relationship with parents, educational and non-educational communities in Bahrain and beyond. We
encourage all stakeholders to share a skill or profession, attend a class trip and assist with relevant parts of learning
modules.

USE OF TECHNOLOGY IN THE BPS MIDDLE SCHOOL
Technology at BPS is used to support and enhance all curriculum areas and is a natural and at times essential
part of everyday school life. Through the use of technology, we create opportunities for interactive communication,
exchange of information through local and global collaboration, authentic learning, expansion of the learning
community and empowerment for all learners.
Technology includes the use of a wide range of digital tools, media and learning environments for teaching, learning
and assessing. It provides opportunities for the transfer of teaching and learning and enables learners to inquire,
create, communicate, collaborate, organize and be responsible for their own learning and actions. Technology helps
learners to make connections and have a deeper understanding of real-life contexts.
To support the three kinds of learning: Conceptual, Competency and Character Learning, we provide an iPad for
school use for every learner in Middle School. Parents should talk to their children about their own values and the
standards they should follow when using the internet, just as is done with the use of all media information sources
such as television, phones and cinema.

THE LEARNING MEDIA CENTRE
During the week, each class will have scheduled library visits and learners will be able to borrow books to take home.
They are also able to use the LMC during breaks to exchange library books or for quiet reading/ study. Learners will
also be able to access the LMC individually as part of the inquiry process during lessons. Parents are also welcome
and encouraged to visit the LMC and check out books. Please confirm with the librarians for open hours. Any books,
(library/text or any other school property), which are lost or damaged, must be paid for/ replaced by the learners
responsible.
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THE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT
We aim to create a visually stimulating environment with a variety of learning spaces that promote a sense of
wonder, exploration, inquiry and interest. Learners are exposed to a rich range of materials and resources to
extend their learning experiences. Middle School learners have both indoor and outdoor areas which can be used
as extensions of the classroom.

ACADEMIC HONESTY POLICY
At BPS we expect and support academic honesty in all areas of study. Academic honesty is an increasingly
important area of learning, given the wide availability of information online and the technology commonly used
by learners. At BPS we therefore help develop the necessary attitudes and skills needed to research and present
work in an ethical manner.
Different forms of academic dishonesty
Plagiarism is copying the work of another person and presenting it as your own. Even if the words have been
changed slightly, you are still using the original work of another person and must reference this.
Collusion is allowing your work to be submitted or copied by another learner or offering another learner
information that could help in retests or assignments.
Duplicating is handing in the same material for more than one assignment without referencing the original
material.
At BPS we follow these academic honesty principles:
Learners will never claim the ideas, data or research of others as their own.
All work submitted by learners, for whatever purpose and in whatever context, must be the result of their own
original and authentic efforts.
All information used from other sources to support submitted work must be clearly cited and referenced using
the agreed format.
The school will offer full support and guidance in terms of appropriately researching, submitting and presenting
information.
Teachers will actively monitor all learner work for academic honesty and support and guide as necessary.
Breaches of academic honesty, at any level, is a very serious concern. If a learner is found to have deliberately
submitted or presented work that is copied or directly taken from others, then appropriate steps will be taken.
These steps will be decided by the Principal after discussion with teachers, learners and parents.
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SUBJECT INFORMATION
ENGLISH AND ARABIC - LANGUAGE ARTS PROGRAM
The aim of the English and Arabic courses at BPS is for learners to be able to use language effectively to “…
achieve a wide range of purposes with a wide range of audiences using a variety of media.” (CGC).
Learners will study both language and literature as part of an integrated program. Learners will explore and
discuss concepts such as; identity, communication, media, creativity, personal and cultural expression, fairness
and change. Drama, poetry and fiction will all be studied with a focus on informed and reflective criticism as
well as personal response. Our learners will be exposed to different genres of text that are broad and with a
global outlook, including, for example; novel excerpts, non-fiction narratives, memoirs, editorials and short
stories. Additionally, the language program offers opportunities for learners to apply their knowledge and
higher order thinking skills within various reading, writing, listening and speaking tasks. Furthermore, BPS
has invested in a wide array of enriching digital content and print resources as means for learners to advance
their language proficiency.
It is important to note that the learning engagements and the series of differentiated language activities
developed by the faculty will allow our Grades 6-8 learners to demonstrate their learning through purposeful
performance tasks. These tasks could be completed independently and/or in small-group learning contexts.
Therefore, our program will clearly promote social collaboration as well as engage learners in a continuous
cycle of self-reflection and goal setting.
The Middle School Language Arts Program is primarily designed to be standards-based, contingent with the
CGC Framework of Learning and the Common Core State Standards (CCSS). Fundamentally, the language
coursework is built around enduring understandings and essential questions for inquiry to allow our learners
to develop their literacy skills.
There are four main language strands – listening, speaking, reading and writing:
Reading
Learners will be introduced to literary and informational texts. Through extensive reading of stories, drama,
poems and non-fiction texts from diverse cultures and different time periods, learners gain literary and cultural
knowledge as well as familiarity with various text structures and elements. Learners must read widely and
deeply from among a broad range of high quality, increasingly challenging texts.
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Writing
The fundamental aim of writing is to communicate. However, its purpose, audience, form, and subject matter vary
according to the specific writing situation. Good writers can communicate well in a range of situations. They can
perform a variety of writing tasks, ranging from business letters to stories, reports, and essays. To become good
writers, learners need expert instruction, frequent practice, and constructive feedback. In the act of composing,
writers learn about themselves and their world and communicate their insights to others. Writing fosters the
power to grow personally and to effect change in the world.
Listening and speaking
Besides being an essential aspect of communication, listening and speaking are necessary fundamentals of reading
and writing. Research shows that oral language competence is a strong indicator of how easily learners learn to
read and write (Pence and Justice, 2007). Learners should be able to acquire, evaluate, and present increasinglycomplex information, ideas, and evidence through listening and speaking.
Listening and speaking skills are ones that must be explicitly taught. In order for learners to be college and career
ready, they must have the skills of collaboration, discussion, and problem solving as never before. An important
focus of listening and speaking is performance in diverse academic settings, including one-on-one, small-group
and whole-classroom. Although formal presentations are important for communication, informal discussions
that take place as learners collaborate to answer questions, build understanding, and solve problems are critical
as well.

LANGUAGES - FRENCH/ SPANISH
The ability to communicate in more than one language is an integral component of an international education and
central to becoming a truly global citizen. Having a multilingual background is both educationally powerful and
promotes international understanding.
The study of languages at BPS involves exposure to spoken and written features of language and also to aspects
of culture and history. This allows learners to not only become proficient communicators but also better able to
understand and appreciate other cultures and countries.
Language acquisition at BPS is designed to equip learners with the necessary skills and aptitudes to facilitate a
sound grasp of increasingly complex grammatical concepts and lexical topics. Lessons will be mostly conducted
in the target language and taught by native speakers. Learners will study listening, speaking, reading and writing.
Various media will be used including course books, support texts, journals, film and sound recording. Teachers
will use a wide variety of strategies, including role-play, song, presentations and other age appropriate activities.
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MATHEMATICS
The study of Mathematics is a fundamental part of a balanced education. It promotes a powerful universal
language, analytical reasoning and problem-solving skills that contribute to the development of logical, abstract
and critical thinking. Mathematics can help make sense of the world and allows phenomena to be described in
precise terms. It also promotes careful analysis and the search for patterns and relationships, skills necessary for
success both inside and outside the classroom.
Studying Mathematics, however, should be more than simple learning formulae or rules. Learners should not have
the impression that all of the answers to Mathematics can be found in a book but, rather, that they can be active
participants in the search for concepts and relationships. In that light, Mathematics becomes a subject that is
alive with the thrill of exploration and the rewards of discovery. At the same time, that new knowledge may then
be applied to other situations, opening up even more doors for learners. BPS Mathematics promotes both that
inquiry and application, helping learners to develop problem solving techniques that transcend the discipline and
that are useful in the world outside school.
Mathematics: Eight Big Ideas
These describe the attitudes and habits of mind learners need to demonstrate and adopt in learning and
using mathematical knowledge and competencies. (edited/ adapted from the Ontario Standards for Teaching
Mathematics)
make sense of problems and persevere in solving them
reason abstractly and quantitatively
construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others
model with mathematics
use appropriate tools strategically
attend to precision
look for and make use of structure
look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning
Problem solving – this is a central feature of the program. Problem solving is not considered to be one approach
among many; rather it is the main strategy for teaching mathematics. Teaching and learning mathematics through
problem-solving situations to develop problem- solving skills is our priority. With this approach, learners solve
problems to discover and learn mathematics, structure and expand their learning and understandings and finally
apply them to solving problems of a higher level.
Teachers pose problems,
at the beginning of a unit, asking learners to utilize their own strategies and knowledge in order to develop
new understandings and create connections
throughout the unit, to develop the learners’ attitudes and ability to solve problems.
at the end of the unit, to solve complex problems using the newly acquired knowledge and strategies.
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ISLAMIC STUDIES/ CIVICS
In Middle School, BPS follows the Bahrain syllabus in Islamic Studies, Social Studies, and Civics, which is approved
by the Ministry of Education. The requirements of the MOE are implemented using the philosophy of CGC, which
is based on Concepts, Competencies and Character.
We are also keen to apply guided inquiry, collaboration and communication as approaches to teaching and
learning, so learners can engage in higher level thinking and problem solving as well as subject competences.
Teachers for Social Studies, Islamic Studies and Civics work in close collaboration with all teachers at BPS to plan
and deliver an engaging curriculum for our learners.

PHYSICAL & HEALTH EDUCATION
The physical education program is an integral part of the total education of every learner. It
develops physical and social competences such as; health, fitness, self-responsibility, confidence and enjoyment
of physical activities. We believe in preparing our learners to adopt physically active, healthy lifestyles through
expanding their knowledge, skills and attitudes in a safe and positive environment
As part of the curriculum, learners will explore:
team sports
individual fitness
racket sports
swimming (upon completion of the swimming pools)
dance
gymnastics
The Strands and the Living Skill Expectations
The expectations for health and physical education are organized into three distinct but related strands:
Active Living
Movement Competence
Healthy Living

This chart shows the flow of learning through the curriculum and the interrelationships
among its various components.
(The Ontario Health and Physical Education Curriculum)
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ARTS AND DESIGN
The Arts and Design courses support our belief in the creative learner. Humans have always expressed their
interpretations of the world through a rich range of creative media. The Arts can influence societal development
by challenging commonly held perspectives with creative ideas. We all have a capacity for creativity. The Arts, as
defined by the (US) National Art Education Association, include the traditional fine arts such as drawing, painting,
printmaking, photography, and sculpture; media arts/ design including film, graphic communications, animation,
and emerging technologies; architectural, environmental, and industrial arts such as urban, interior, product
design; music in all its facets.
Learners will focus on understanding and using the Core Arts Standards of :
Creating
Performing/ Presenting/ Producing
Responding
Connecting
The arts have always served as the distinctive vehicle for discovering who we are. Providing ways of thinking as
disciplined as science or math and as disparate as philosophy or literature, the arts are used by and have shaped
every culture and individual on earth. They continue to infuse our lives on nearly all level - generating a significant
part of the creative and intellectual capital that drives our economy.
The aim of the Middle School Art & Design program is to develop an appreciation for visual arts & design as
well as a sense of aesthetics and to expose the learners to a variety of challenging art experiences. Learners are
encouraged to thoughtfully create and use materials and techniques to express ideas and feelings, to be inventive
in their choices and to consider the process of creation just as important as the product. Developing visual literacy
is an important consideration in the Middle School Art & Design program. Learners are exposed to the works of
artists and designers and will have the opportunity to meet practitioners from these fields. They are invited to
then place these experiences within historical, social, cultural, philosophical and personal frameworks

SOCIAL SCIENCES
The Social Sciences course emphasizes critical thinking and inquiry-based approaches to understanding the
world around us. Learners will be introduced to the core elements of history and geography and will look more
deeply into a wide range of themes and topics, ranging from ancient civilizations to contemporary global issues,
from climate change to conflict resolution.
Teachers will also emphasize disciplinary and literacy practice, such as investigation, close reading, analysis of
evidence, and argumentative writing. The emphasis will always be on the need for learners to think, read, reflect
and present their views in independent and creative ways. There are four main branches of study within the
program:
Geography
“…the study of the world, the people within it and the interactions between the two. It is a fascinating and dynamic
discipline which studies systems, both human and natural, that change over time and space. “(CGC)
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The CGC have identified four key questions which are central to developing geographical thinking and
understanding:
Why do different environments exist in the world and how do they function?
How do people interact with their environments and with each other?
What are the consequences of human-human and human-environment interactions?
How desirable and sustainable are the consequences of these interactions?
Learners will also explore local characteristics of places and learn about how places connect to each other. They
will analyze how relationships between humans and environments affect settlement and movement, diffusion of
ideas and cultural practices, and conflict and cooperation.
History
“…the study of groups of people and their interactions across time and place. As such it cannot be separated from
an understanding of some key ideas from the fields of politics, sociology, anthropology and psychology. “(CGC)
The CGC has identified five key inquiry areas essential to the study of History:
Why do human beings need to belong to groups? What are the consequences of group membership?
How do some groups get more power than others? Who gets to lead a group and why?
What makes a group dynamic over time?
Why in this time and place?
Could it happen in a different time and place? If so, what would make that possible and how might the context
make it different? What are the implications for us now?
In History, learners will consider concepts such as causality, perspectives, and context. Primary and secondary
sources will be studied and critiqued.
Civics and Government
Learners will explore topics such as government, the responsibilities and rights of citizens and the power of the
media.
Economics
Learners will study how individuals, businesses, governments, and societies use human, physical, and natural
resources. They will discuss how economic decisions affect the well-being of individuals, businesses, and society.
Learners will explore issues such as globalization and sustainability
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SCIENCES
The study of Science at BPS is based on the three main subject areas; Biology, Chemistry and Physics. Within
these disciplines, learners will be introduced to and supported in using the scientific method. The program is also
firmly rooted in STEM approaches, where STEM is not just “another” subject or course of study, rather STEM is
considered as a ‘state of mind’, a way of looking at teaching and learning.
Essential Goals.
The essential goals are for learners to understand that Science is:
a powerful tool for describing and analyzing the world.
a highly effective tool for solving real world problems.
a way of thinking about the natural world in a logical and critical manner, far beyond seeing it as a series of
facts to learn and equations to memorize.
Essential Objectives.
Learners should:
develop a deep understanding of the scientific concepts and apply them in solving real- world problems.
develop a deep understanding of the scientific theories and apply them to solving problems at a higher level
and to refining existing theories and discovering new ones
understand that scientific theories are considered true, as long as they adhere to the natural world, and
that they require refinement and/or replacement if there is only one confirmed case of lack of adherence.
understand that while the scientific method is the corner stone of science discovery and development,
other pathways to the discovery and development of scientific theories exist, mainly in the areas of the nonobservable, such as the infinitely small, infinitely large, or infinitely fast!
Individual Subjects
Biology
“Biology is the study of living things in their environment. This is not a static, ‘snapshot’ of the living world but
an understanding of the past, present and possible future of the biosphere where the major certainty is change.”
(CGC)
CGC identify two essential questions for the study of Biology:
How do individual living things respond to changes in their environment?
How do populations of living things change over time?
Learners will also use Explore Kits and Foss Kits to study Life Science topics such as; human systems interactions,
heredity and adaptation, populations and ecosystems, and diversity of life.
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Chemistry
“Chemistry is the study of the materials the world is made from, their properties, structures and behaviors. This
understanding of materials allows chemists to take what already exists and, by controlling and manipulating their
reactions and properties, develop useful new materials and products. “
CGC have identified two guiding questions for chemists:
What are materials made of?
How can we make more useful materials?
Learners will also use Explore Kits and Foss Kits to study topics such as; chemical interactions and variables and
design.
Physics
“Physics is about explaining the universe in terms of the simplest possible model.
At present explanations of physical phenomena are predominantly made in terms of a combination of:
the movement of objects (forces, kinetic theory, sound)
the position of objects in a field (gravity, electromagnetism)
Any disruption to an object’s movement or a rise or fall in its position in a field requires a transfer of energy. This
transfer, if large enough, can be directly observed as heat, light, sound, electric current or movement.” (CGC).
Learners will also use Explore Kits and Foss Kits to study topics such as; waves, gravity and kinetic energy and
planetary science.
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LEARNER SUPPORT AND BEHAVIORAL PRINCIPLES

BPS believes that every learner is a unique individual with specific strengths and needs. Welcoming and celebrating diversity,
we support and provide every learner, where possible, with rich and challenging learning opportunities that help them
reach their maximum potential and prepare them for the future in a rapidly changing world. At the same time, classroom
teachers at BPS are aware that learners come from different academic backgrounds with different educational strengths and
challenges that require an individual approach.

BEHAVIORAL PRINCIPLES
At BPS, as part of the Common Ground Collaborative System, we focus on Character Learning. As part of this,
learners consider the impacts of their behaviors, act accordingly and reflect on the effects. Learners at BPS are all
part of a community and we expect learners to be open-minded, resilient, playful and reflective. These qualities
help to develop a moral compass, enabling learners to make responsible choices and contribute constructively to
the lives of others.
At BPS we take a holistic view of behavioral expectations. We believe that all members of our community should
demonstrate respectful and positive behavior. In this way we can create a supportive and progressive learning
environment. We all learn better in an atmosphere of trust, and security. At BPS positive behavior is not about
discipline, it is rather about working together to promote learning and demonstrating a caring and reflective
attitude to all members of the community. The following behavioral principles are therefore intended to support
this desired environment:
At BPS we will:
contribute to developing a community that rejects prejudice and all forms of bullying.
contribute to creating a safe and happy environment.
always reflect on the effects of our actions and words on other people.
recognize and celebrate examples of positive learning and behavior.
be consistent and clear when dealing with behavior that has a negative impact on our community.
listen to all members of the school community and reflect regularly on our aims and achievements.
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LEARNER EXPECTATIONS
BPS learners are expected to:
arrive at school on time
attend all classes on time
follow school and whole school expectations
be productive during class
behave appropriately in corridors and communal areas
be alert and responsive to the directions of staff
respect school property and the property and rights of others
respect and cooperate with all teachers, school personnel and fellow learners
during trips, observe all of the above-mentioned expectations and any regulations specific to the place
visited

BULLYING
By definition a learner is being bullied or victimized when he or she is exposed repeatedly, and over time, to
negative actions on the part of one or more learners. Bullying can be direct (physical and verbal assaults) or
indirect (exclusion, rumors, encouraging others) and has expanded to cyber-bullying through mobile phones,
messaging, email and web sites. We have zero tolerance for any bullying related to stereotyping, health-related
issues, religion, gender or race.
We deal with the issue of bullying using three strategies:
Awareness
BPS learners:
build positive relationships with others
agree to not bully others
discuss the behaviors of bullies, victims, bystanders and defenders
help learners who are being bullied
include learners who are easily left out
tell an adult at school or at home if they witness bullying
understand the rules and how they will be enforced
reflect on pro-social behaviors
are responsible for their actions
Intervention
We will investigate all complaints made by learners, parents and staff. Counseling strategies will follow that can
offer a guided and effective process to assist learners.
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Consequences
If serious issues occur, parents will be contacted, and any issues discussed in full of the Principal. For serious
infractions, consequences will then be considered and assigned as appropriate by the school administration.

WELL-BEING
In addition to the school counselor, middle school learners will have access to a mentor who is responsible for
learner well-being.

PRAYER ROOM
A prayer room will be available for all middle school learners. This will be located on the first floor.

LEARNER COUNCIL
BPS recognizes the importance of learner ‘voice and choice’ and will fully support the development of a school
learner council. The council will be run by and for learners and should function as a form of communication
for learners across the whole school community. Full details of the procedures, roles and responsibilities of the
learner council will be presented at the start of the first term.

BPS PARENTS’ HANBOOK 2019-2020

31

