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Lyme-Old Lyme Mentoring
Program

SUCCESSFUL MENTORING PROGRAM AT
LYME-OLD LYME SCHOOLS SEEKS ADDITIONAL
COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS

. The Lyme-Old Lyme Mentoring Program is built on the premise
that every child deserves caring adults in their life. Established
in 2014, the Lyme-Old Lyme Mentoring Program is run in
collaboration with Lymes’ Youth Services Bureau, and this
program strives to match students with trusted, caring high
school and adult mentors.

The Mentoring Program is a school-based program in which
mentors meet with mentees for approximately one hour per

" week. All of the meetings are held on school grounds and take
place during or at the end of the school day. Mentors provide a
positive social connection for their mentee. To develop caring
and supportive relationships, mentors play board games, do
crafts, play basketball, go for walks, and participate in a variety
of shared experiences with their mentees. It is expected that
these matches will last for several years. -

The Mentoring Program recruits both high school and adult
community members to serve as mentors. Mentor candidates
undergo a thorough application process. Candidates first submit
a formal application and are interviewed by a panel of individu-
als associated with the Mentoring Program. Once the screening
process is complete, the Mentoring Program provides a training
session for new mentors. The training provides information

© about the roles and responsibilities of mentors and mentees,
gives an overview of their responsibility as mandated reporters,
and the training session provides tips to new mentors to help
ensure a positive start to the relationship. To provide follow-up
support to mentors throughout the year, the Mentor Program

' hosts two supportive roundtable discussions.

After the training session, mentors and mentees are matched.
Mentees may be new students to the district, some may be hav-
ing trouble navigating the tricky social dynamics of late child-
hood/early adolescence; while others may just need a friendly,

Mentor Jane Moen (left) works with her mentee Amber Cutler
as they make chocolate dessert cups.

Lyme-0ld Lyme High
School mentor Tyler Clark
(right) shares a smile with
his mentee Mohamad

} Hamou.

caring person in their lives. Participation in the program is
voluntary.

While the Mentoring Program started as a middle school initia-
tive, it has recently been expanded to include students in grades
3, 4, and 5 at Lyme Consolidated and Mile Creek schools. Plans
to expand the program up to Lyme-Old Lyme High School are
being developed.

If you are interested in becoming a mentor, please contact Lyme-
Old Lyme Middle School Assistant Principal Noah Ventola at:
860-434-2568 or Lymes’ Youth Service Bureau at: 860-434-7208.



