
 

PRIMARY SCHOOL LEARNING OUTCOMES 
PROCESS SCHEDULE 

 
The standards-informed AISM Learning Outcomes are being selected and implemented over a                       
three-year staggered cycle by academic subjects. Please see the table below for the implementation                           
schedule for each academic subject. The subjects yet to be reviewed will continue to use the                               
previously-existing learning outcomes until suitable standards-informed learning outcomes are selected. 
 

Subject   By June 2019  By June 2020  By June 2021  By June 2022 

Literacy/Language Arts  Review & Selection  Implementation  Measurement & 
Reporting 

Continuous 
Improvement 

Mathematics  Review & Selection  Implementation  Measurement & 
Reporting 

Continuous 
Improvement 

Visual and Performing Arts  Review & Selection  Implementation  Measurement & 
Reporting 

Continuous 
Improvement 

Portuguese 
 

  Review & Selection  Implementation  Measurement & 
Reporting 

Individuals & Societies 
(Social Studies) 

Review & Selection  Implementation  Implementation  Measurement & 
Reporting 

Science  Review & Selection  Implementation  Implementation  Measurement & 
Reporting 

Physical Education/Health    Review & Selection  Implementation  Measurement & 
Reporting 

Social-Emotional Learning    Review & Selection  Implementation  Measurement & 
Reporting 

Technology    Review & Selection  Implementation  Measurement & 
Reporting 

 
Review & Selection: The process of reviewing standards-informed learning outcomes and selecting                       
those that provide our learners' with a rigorous learning experience in order to create the AISM                               
Learning Outcomes for each subject area. 
 
Implementation: The process of embedding the AISM Learning Outcomes into the IB program                         
frameworks. This process includes the revision of units of inquiry and assessment criteria to include                             
the AISM Learning Outcomes, as well as the adoption of outcome-aligned instructional materials. 
 
Measurement & Reporting : The process of aligning our measurement and reporting instruments to                         
include the AISM Learning Outcomes. This process includes a review of assessment and reporting                           
practices as well as alignment with external measurement tools.  

 
 

 



 
 

CRITICAL LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Grade 3 

 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
Reading:  

Foundational Skills 
● Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

○ Identify and know the meaning of the most common prefixes and derivational 
suffixes.  

○ Decode words with common Latin suffixes.  
○ Decode multisyllable words. d. Read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words. 

Literature: 
● Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to 

the text as the basis for the answers. 
● Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; determine 

the central message, lesson, or moral and explain how it is conveyed through key details 
in the text. 

● Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how 
their actions contribute to the sequence of events 

● Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, distinguishing 
literal from nonliteral language. 

● Distinguish their own point of view from that of the narrator or those of the characters. 
● Compare and contrast the themes, settings, and plots of stories written by the same 

author about the same or similar characters (e.g., in books from a series). 
● By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and 

poetry, at the high end of the grades 2–3 text complexity band independently and 
proficiently. 

Informational Text: 
● Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to 

the text as the basis for the answers. 
● Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they support 

the main idea. 
● Use text features and search tools (e.g., key words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to locate 

information relevant to a given topic efficiently. 
● Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) and the words in a 

text to demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., where, when, why, and how key 
events occur). 

● Describe the logical connection between particular sentences and paragraphs in a text 
(e.g., comparison, cause/effect, first/second/third in a sequence). 

Writing: 
● Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons. 

○ Introduce the topic or text they are writing about, state an opinion, and create an 
organizational structure that lists reasons. 

○ Provide reasons that support the opinion. 
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○ Use linking words and phrases (e.g., because, therefore, since, for example) to connect 
opinion and reasons. 

○ Provide a concluding statement or section. 
● Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information 

clearly. 
○ Introduce a topic and group related information together; include illustrations when 

useful to aiding comprehension. 
○ Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details. 
○ Use linking words and phrases (e.g., also, another, and, more, but) to connect ideas within 

categories of information. 
○ Provide a concluding statement or section. 

● Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic. 
Speaking and Listening: 

● Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacherled) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly. 

○ Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw 
on that preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas under 
discussion. 

○ Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, 
listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under 
discussion). 

○ Ask questions to check understanding of information presented, stay on topic, and link 
their comments to the remarks of others. 

○ Explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion 
Language Usage: 

● Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 
writing or speaking. 

○ Explain the function of nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs in general and 
their functions in particular sentences 

○ Form and use regular and irregular plural nouns. 
○ Use abstract nouns (e.g., childhood) 
○ Form and use regular and irregular verbs 
○ Form and use the simple (e.g., I walked; I walk; I will walk) verb tenses. 
○ Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement.* 
○ Form and use comparative and superlative adjectives and adverbs, and choose between 

them depending on what is to be modified. 
○ Use coordinating and subordinating conjunctions. 
○ Produce simple, compound, and complex sentences 

● Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based 
on grade 3 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

○ Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
○ Determine the meaning of the new word formed when a known affix is added to a known 

word (e.g., agreeable/disagreeable, comfortable/uncomfortable, care/careless, 
heat/preheat). 

○ Use a known root word as a clue to the meaning of an unknown word with the same root 
(e.g., company, companion). 
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○ Use glossaries or beginning dictionaries, both print and digital, to determine or clarify the 
precise meaning of key words and phrases. 

 

MATH 
Numbers and Operations in Base Ten: 

Use place value understanding and properties of operations to perform multi-digit arithmetic 
● Use place value understanding to round whole numbers to the nearest 10 or 100. 
● Fluently add and subtract within 1000 using strategies and algorithms based on place 

value, properties of operations, and/or the relationship between addition and 
subtraction. 

● Multiply one-digit whole numbers by multiples of 10 in the range 10-90 (e.g., 9 × 80, 5 × 
60) using strategies based on place value and properties of operations. 

● Interpret whole-number quotients of whole numbers, e.g., interpret 56 ÷ 8 as the number 
of objects in each share when 56 objects are partitioned equally into 8 shares, or as a 
number of shares when 56 objects are partitioned into equal shares of 8 objects each. 
For example, describe a context in which a number of shares or a number of groups can 
be expressed as 56 ÷ 8. 

Represent and solve problems involving multiplication and division 
● Understand division as an unknown- factor problem. For example, find 32 ÷ 8 by finding 

the number that makes 32 when multiplied by 8. 
● Use multiplication and division within 100 to solve word problems in situations involving 

equal groups, arrays, and measurement quantities, e.g., by using drawings and equations 
with a symbol for the unknown number to represent the problem 

Operations and Algebraic Thinking: 
Understand properties of multiplication and the relationship between multiplication and division 

● Apply properties of operations as strategies to multiply and divide. Examples: If 6 × 4 = 24 
is known, then 4 × 6 = 24 is also known. (Commutative property of multiplication.) 3 × 5 × 2 
can be found by 3 × 5 = 15, then 15 × 2 = 30, or by 5 × 2 = 10, then 3 × 10 = 30. (Associative 
property of multiplication.) Knowing that 8 × 5 = 40 and 8 × 2 = 16, one can find 8 × 7 as 8 × 
(5 + 2) = (8 × 5) + (8 × 2) = 40 + 16 = 56. (Distributive property.) 

● Interpret products of whole numbers, e.g., interpret 5 × 7 as the total number of objects in 
5 groups of 7 objects each. For example, describe a context in which a total number of 
objects can be expressed as 5 × 7 

Multiply and divide within 100 
● Fluently multiply and divide within 100, using strategies such as the relationship between 

multiplication and division (e.g., knowing that 8 × 5 = 40, one knows 40 ÷ 5 = 8) or 
properties of operations. By the end of Grade 3, know from memory all products of two 
one-digit numbers. 

Solve problems involving the four operations, and identify and explain patterns in arithmetic 
● Identify arithmetic patterns (including patterns in the addition table or multiplication 

table), and explain them using properties of operations. For example, observe that 4 
times a number is always even, and explain why 4 times a number can be decomposed 
into two equal addends. 

Numbers and Operations - Fractions 
Develop understanding of fractions as numbers 
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● Understand a fraction 1/b as the quantity formed by 1 part when a whole is partitioned 
into b equal parts; understand a fraction a/b as the quantity formed by a parts of size 
1/b. 

● Understand a fraction as a number on the number line; represent fractions on a number 
line diagram. 

● Represent a fraction 1/b on a number line diagram by defining the interval from 0 to 1 as 
the whole and partitioning it into b equal parts. Recognize that each part has size 1/b and 
that the endpoint of the part based at 0 locates the number 1/b on the number line. 

● Represent a fraction a/b on a number line diagram by marking off a lengths 1/b from 0. 
Recognize that the resulting interval has size a/b and that its endpoint locates the 
number a/b on the number line. 

● Explain equivalence of fractions in special cases, and compare fractions by reasoning 
about their size. 

● Understand two fractions as equivalent (equal) if they are the same size, or the same 
point on a number line. 

● Recognize and generate simple equivalent fractions, e.g., 1/2 = 2/4, 4/6 = 2/3. Explain 
why the fractions are equivalent, e.g., by using a visual fraction model. 

● Express whole numbers as fractions, and recognize fractions that are equivalent to whole 
numbers. Examples: Express 3 in the form 3 = 3/1; recognize that 6/1 = 6; locate 4/4 and 1 
at the same point of a number line diagram. 

● Compare two fractions with the same numerator or the same denominator by reasoning 
about their size. Recognize that comparisons are valid only when the two fractions refer 
to the same whole. Record the results of comparisons with the symbols >, =, or <, and 
justify the conclusions, e.g., by using a visual fraction model. 

Measurement and Data: 
Tell and Write Time 

● Tell and write time to the nearest minute and measure time intervals in minutes.  Solve 
word problems involving addition and subtraction of time intervals in minutes, e.g. by 
representing the problem on a number line diagram. 

Solve problems involving measurement and estimation 
● Tell and write time to the nearest minute and measure time intervals in minutes. Solve 

word problems involving addition and subtraction of time intervals in minutes, e.g., by 
representing the problem on a number line diagram. 

● .Measure and estimate liquid volumes and masses of objects using standard units of 
grams (g), kilograms (kg), and liters (l).1 Add, subtract, multiply, or divide to solve one-step 
word problems involving masses or volumes that are given in the same units, e.g., by 
using drawings (such as a beaker with a measurement scale) to represent the problem. 

Represent and interpret data 
● Draw a scaled picture graph and a scaled bar graph to represent a data set with several 

categories. Solve one- and two-step "how many more" and "how many less" problems 
using information presented in scaled bar graphs. For example, draw a bar graph in 
which each square in the bar graph might represent 5 pets. 

Geometric measurement: recognize perimeter 
● Solve real world and mathematical problems involving perimeters of polygons, including 

finding the perimeter given the side lengths, finding an unknown side length, and 
exhibiting rectangles with the same perimeter and different areas or with the same area 
and different perimeters. 

2019/2020 Academic Year 
4 



Geometry: 
Reason with shapes and their attributes 

● Understand that shapes in different categories (e.g., rhombuses, rectangles, and others) 
may share attributes (e.g., having four sides), and that the shared attributes can define a 
larger category (e.g., quadrilaterals). Recognize rhombuses, rectangles, and squares as 
examples of quadrilaterals, and draw examples of quadrilaterals that do not belong to 
any of these subcategories. 

● Partition shapes into parts with equal areas. Express the area of each part as a unit 
fraction of the whole. For example, partition a shape into 4 parts with equal area, and 
describe the area of each part as 1/4 of the area of the shape. 

 

VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS 
Music: 

● Present the final version of personal created music to others, and describe connection to 
expressive intent. 

● When analyzing selected music, read and perform rhythmic patterns and melodic phrases 
using iconic and standard notation. 

● Perform music with expression and technical accuracy. 
● Evaluate musical works and performances, applying established criteria,and describe 

appropriateness to the context. 
Theatre: 

● Collaborate with peers to revise, refine, and adapt ideas to fit the given parameters of a drama 
theatre work. 

● Apply the elements of dramatic structure to a story and create a drama/theatre work. 
● Practice drama/theatre work and share reflections individually and in small groups. 

Visual Arts: 
● Elaborate on an imaginative idea. 
● Apply knowledge of available resources, tools, and technologies to investigate personal ideas 

through the art-making process. 
● Create personally satisfying artwork using a variety of artistic processes and materials. 
● Demonstrate an understanding of the safe and proficient use of materials, tools, and equipment 

for a variety of artistic processes. 
● Elaborate visual information by adding details in an artwork to enhance emerging meaning. 
● Identify exhibit space and prepare works of art including artists’ statements, for presentation. 
● Identify and explain how and where different cultures record and illustrate stories and history of 

life through art. 
● Speculate about processes an artist uses to create a work of art. 
● Determine messages communicated by an image. 
● Evaluate an artwork based on given criteria. 
● Develop a work of art based on observations of surroundings. 
● Recognize that responses to art change depending on knowledge of the time and place in 

which it was made. 
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SCIENCE   

Competencies: 
Questioning and Predicting: 

● Demonstrate curiosity and a sense of wonder about the world 
● Observe objects and events in familiar contexts 
● Make predictions based on prior knowledge 

Planning and Conducting: 
● Make observations about living and nonliving things in the local environment 
● Collect simple data 

Processing and Analyzing Data and Information: 
● Sort and classify data and information using drawings or provided tables 
● Compare results with predictions, suggesting possible reasons for findings 

Evaluating: 
● Identify some simple environmental implications of their and others' actions 
● Demonstrate an understanding and appreciation of evidence 

Applying and Innovating: 
● Cooperatively design projects 
● Generate and introduce new or refined ideas when problem solving 

Communicating: 
● Represent and communicate ideas and findings in a variety of ways, such as diagrams 

and simple reports, using digital technologies as appropriate 
Biology Content: 

All living things sense and respond to their environment: 
● Sensing and responding: 

○ Humans 
● Biomes are large regions with similar environmental features 

Chemistry Content: 
All matter is made of particles: 

● Matter is anything that has mass and takes up space 
Physics Content: 

Thermal energy can be produced and transferred: 
● Sources of thermal energy 
● Transfer of thermal energy 

Earth Science Content: 
Wind, water, and ice change the shape of the land: 

● Major local landforms 
● Observable changes in the local environment caused by erosion and deposition by wind, 

water and ice 
 

INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETY (Social Studies)   
Contextual Lens: 

● Local community - (Maputo and beyond) 
Time, Continuity and Change: 

● Explain why people in different times and places view the world differently. 
Connections and Conflict: 

● Describe how wants and needs have implications beyond the self. 
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Geography: 
● Apply appropriate resources and geographic tools to generate and interpret information about 

the earth. 
Culture: 

● Compare and contrast the ways that different cultures meet human needs and concerns. 
Society and Identity: 

● Identify how sociological circumstances (race, ethnicity, gender, class, etc.) influence an 
individual's perceptions of and reactions to the world. 

● Compare and contrast how groups and cultures are similar and different in meeting needs and 
concerns of their members. 

Government: 
● Identify issues involving rights, roles and responsibilities of individuals in relation to broader 

society. 
Production, Distribution, and Consumption: 

● Describe characteristics, locations, uses, and management of renewable and non‐renewable 
resources. 

Science, Technology, and Society: 
● Explain the difference between science and technology. 
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