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In June 2015, the founder of Facebook, Mark Zuckerberg, took the 

opportunity of a question and answer session to describe a vision 

for his company.  His plan for the future was startling, extra-

ordinary, and verged on the science fiction.  In his words “One I 

believe that we’ll be able to send full rich thoughts to each other 

using technology…this would be ultimate communication 

technology.” 

 

Four years later a huge amount of investment has already been directed in this 

area of technology. The Boston start-up, Neurable, is seeking to develop 

technologies that can track “intentions” of users in virtual reality environments. 

In April 2017, Regina Dugan, Facebook’s lead on technologies that blend the 

physical and digital world, said “it may be possible for me to think in Mandarin 

and you to feel it instantly in Spanish”.  Excited or terrified by this prospect? 

Whether this is technically possible is in some ways less important than the 

ethical and social questions such advances throw up. From privacy to ownership, 

we all think and feel things that we would rather not be shared.  We know that 

how we are perceived, or rather how we think that we are seen by others, 

rightly or not, does have an impact on self-esteem, anxiety and overall 

happiness, and in no section of society more than teenagers. 

 

What do we already know? According to a review of 19 studies from 12 

industrialised countries, adolescent girls are now experiencing more depression 

and anxiety attributed to “high expectation on girls in terms of appearance and 

weight”. How is this “expectation” being transmitted? Through social media, 

where the concept of likes are prevalent.  Indeed, the study further shows that 

girls are suffering twice the amount of anxiety compared to boys. Whilst there 

are, undoubtedly, many factors that contributed to this rise, there is increasing 

evidence to suggest that a possible link between anxiety among teenagers and 

what they see in terms of perfection. The idea of perfection comes from external 

pressures – again in how one thinks others see them. 

 

So where does this leave schools?  Such technology, or something like it, may 

well be with us in the not too distant future.  But the questions of self-esteem, 

anxiety and happiness are with us now.  Education must take the lead in 

ensuring that our young people understand the potential dangers as well as the 

exciting opportunities that new technology will bring.  But we must also confirm 

that to feel valued, loved and appreciated is something that is experienced in 

the physical world.  No matter how much our young people think that the world 

of social media is real, it is a “second world” and a lesser one at that. The real 

world is the one we enjoy together and it is the one that matters.  It is the world 

where we do, in reality, connect with each other, positively and beneficially. It is 

a crucial message. 

 

I hope that you all have a good Half term.      

SWPS NEWS 

Please reserve tickets by clicking 
here 

U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s  

26 May 
SWPSBC: National 
Schools Regatta 

31 May 
DoE Silver Rowers 

Practice Expedition 

1 June 
Rowing: Snr Training 
Y11-13 

5 June 
EPQ: L6 Students to 
Southampton Uni Library 

6 June 
Computer Science: Y7 to 
Robotics Workshop 

7 June 
Economics/Business 
Studies: L6 to City 

8 June 

English: L6 Literary 
London Walk/theatre 
visit 

14 June 
Friends of SWPS: Jazz 
Café  

Open Evening 

This year’s Open Evening will take place on 

Thursday 27 June 2019 and, as in previous 

years, there will be no afternoon school on that 

date. Years 7-10 and the Lower Sixth Students 

will be able to leave school at 12.35pm - school 

coaches will depart at 12.45pm - and are then 

expected to return to school at 6pm, given this 

is a formal school session, and stay until 

8.40pm that evening, when lessons, 

demonstrations and displays will be on view. 

Full uniform is expected to be worn in Years 7-

10 and the Lower Sixth students should be 

dressed in smart attire. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/swpsofficial
https://twitter.com/SWPSOfficial
https://www.youtube.com/c/SirWilliamPerkinssSchoolChertsey
http://www.swps.org.uk
http://www.swps.org.uk/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/lunchtime-concert-1pm-june-2019-registration-62108893372
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SWamPieS Triumph! 

On Sunday 19 May the intrepid team of staff athletes 
known as Team SWamPieS once again took to the 

water at Goldsworth Park Lake, Dragon Boat racing in 
aid of Woking & Sam Beare Hospices (WSB). This 
year there was an increase in the number of teams 
taking place, with 22 from all around the region. The 

team gave a very respectable performance, winning 
their first 2 races and narrowly missing out on 
qualification for the finals in their third by 1 second to 

a very strong team from Seymour’s Estate Agents. 
The final placement of Team SWamPieS was 6th out 
of the 22 teams. The key to  dragon boating success 
is rhythm and Team SWamPieS demonstrated 
this  extremely well; the team was like a well-oiled 
machine, everybody operating as one. It was an 

incredibly enjoyable day and (to date) the team has 

raised in excess of £1400  for WSB.  

Special mentions must go to Sheila Hallsworth for volunteering to perch herself on the most unstable seat of the boat to 
act as our Drummer and Chris Moth, who stepped up for the last race after one member of the team had to leave early.            

                     A Sivyer (Head Coach) 

West End Role for SWPS Student 

Congratulations to Riya in year 8 who has won the part of 
Pandora in 

Adrian Mole 
the Musical at  

Ambassadors 
Theatre in  the 
West End.  We 
wish her all 
the best with 

h e r  b u s y 
rehearsal and 
per formance 

schedule.  

MUN 
Today the Year 9 students have been getting a taste of 
being diplomats. In the form of a teaching Model United 

Nations conference they have represented countries as 
diverse as Peru and North Korea researching and debating 
a range of topics including drone use and abortion. They 
have acquitted themselves very well, giving opening 

speeches and remembering to speak in the third person all 
day! A number of experienced MUN’ers from Year 10 have 
expertly guided them through the whole day. We hope 
this will inspire them to take up this activity in Year 10 

and become global citizens.                                 R Willis          

Theo Fennell Work Experience 

Over Easter Lauren Mansey in Year 9 was the second 
SWPS student to undertake work experience at Theo 

Fennell’s jewellery workshop and studio.  Over the week 
she learned designing skills, including the use of Adobe 
Illustrator and then turned her idea into reality in the 
workshop.  The brief Lauren was given was to made a 
pendant from silver incorporating her initials and a cast 
silver bee. The piece she has produced is stunning and an 
item I am sure she will treasure for a long time. Well done 

Lauren.                                                         J Blackman 

Mrs Blyther recommends the 
information in the YoungMinds 
Parents Survival Guide contained 

in this link as a useful resource. Click here 

Perkonians Networking Event 
The SWPS Alumnae Networking Event on 22nd May was 
well attended by Perkonians and friends from a variety of 

year groups.  Our speaker, journalist, reporter and 
broadcaster, Helen Fospero gave an inspirational talk and 
let us in on many of her stories from the world of 

journalism, recollecting many amusing stories from her 
numerous entertainment interviews while at GMTV.   We 
could have kept Helen talking all night. Our Alumnae had a 
chance to catch up with old friends and make some new 

contacts. The Union Club served us some gorgeous food 
and we even found their secret roof terrace. Just perfect 
for a warm May evening.  If you missed out on this event 
be sure to book onto our next one we already have a 

fantastic speaker in mind! Well done to our Alumnae 

Officer, Mrs Bradbury, for organising the event.                          

https://www.facebook.com/swpsofficial
https://twitter.com/SWPSOfficial
https://www.youtube.com/c/SirWilliamPerkinssSchoolChertsey
http://www.swps.org.uk
https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/parents-survival-guide/
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Tennis 
The U15s gained some great experience this week with 2 

tennis matches back-to-back. On Tuesday they played 

against an unbeaten Tormead team. We were unable to 
get the win but played some good matches. On 
Wednesday, Reigate Grammar came for the final match in 
the league. 
Reigate also 
beat us, but we 
managed to get 

a couple of new 
players to gain 
some match 
experience for 
the school. The 
U15s did a 

great job, well 
done to all who 
played, and 

stepped in at 
the last minute!  

Summer House Games—Rounders and Tennis 

Netball 

Huge congratulations to Tilly in Year 8 who has been 

selected for the Surrey County Netball Academy this week. 

From a huge pool of over 200 girls, Tilly was selected as 

one of the top 50 players in the U13 and U14 agegroup. 

We wish her all the best in the future and look forward to 

your progress!! Well done Tilly!!  

Rowing 

Katie Knott, Lucia Frige and Anna 
Cowell all took part in Thames 

Ditton Regatta for their club at the 

weekend. 

Lucia and Anna won in their WJ14 
4x+ beating Molesey in a tight 
final by 3 feet, with Katie’s boat 

finishing second in their division. 

Later in the day Anna won the 

WJ14 2x and Lucia coxed the boys 
J14 4x+ to second place, another 
great day for the girls and their 

club. 

 

Surrey Athletics Finals 

Jimena in Year 7 is part of Walton Athletic Club and 

competes representing the club in a variety of competitions 

through the year. Two weekends ago she competed in 

the Surrey Athletic finals and came 4th in the 

800m. Congratulations Jinema a great achievement in a 

tough competition!!  

SPORTS NEWS 

 Following on from the very successful Winter House Games of hockey and netball, the Key 

Stage 3 Summer House Games will be running the first week back after the holiday. There will 

be opportunities for students to participate in a variety of roles: 

 

- Performer  

- Umpire 

- Journalist 

- Photographer 

 

Monday 3rd June: Year 7 – Periods 4,5,6 

Monday 3rd June: Year 8 Periods 7,8,9 

Tuesday 4th June: Year 9 Periods 5,6 

 

Don’t forget to bring your kit! 

 

Date for your diary: Tuesday 2nd July – SWPS  Sports Day 

 

 

 

British Ice Skating Championships 
Ava-Mae Martell has qualified for 
these championships, which will take 

place at the National Ice Skating 
Centre in Sheffield from 8—10 July. 
What a great achievement—good 
luck, Ava-Mae! 
 

https://www.facebook.com/swpsofficial
https://twitter.com/SWPSOfficial
https://www.youtube.com/c/SirWilliamPerkinssSchoolChertsey
http://www.swps.org.uk
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DT Table Project 

The table has been making steady progress this week with 
the legs and the top now coming together, with students 

learning to master planning and biscuit joining methods as 

well as using the new laser cutter to engrave the school 
crest onto one section of their collaged top.  The table will 
be completed and on show ready for open evening on the 

27th June, be sure to pop over to the DT block to see it. 

 

DESIGNS OF THE WEEK  

This week’s designs of the week are some lovely bookends 
made by Year 8 which are currently on display in the 

library. These examples are presently from 8X   and more 

will appear on display after half term.  All the designs 
have been inspired by books on library shelves and 

students’ favourite books growing up. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

J Blackman 

LIBRARY 

Book of the Week 
This week’s BotW is ‘The Five People You Meet in Heaven’ 

by Mitch Albom, selected by Mrs Vidgen. 

ARTWORKS OF THE MONTH 

Here is one of our four Artworks of the Month, for May, 
selected by the Art & Design Dept staff. 
 

It is by Serenna  (Y7) 
 
 
Take a look at more of our students’ artwork on the Art 
Dept website: artdesignswps.org.uk 

What’s on in the Library 

Follow @SWPSLibrary to keep up-to-date with 
what’s happening in the Library! 

Follow the SWPS Design Technology department 
@SWPSDesign to keep up with all of their 
creations and activities! 

https://www.facebook.com/swpsofficial
https://twitter.com/SWPSOfficial
https://www.youtube.com/c/SirWilliamPerkinssSchoolChertsey
http://www.swps.org.uk
artdesignswps.org.uk
http://www.twitter.com/swpslibrary
http://www.twitter.com/swpslibrary
http://www.twitter.com/swpsdesign
http://www.twitter.com/swpsdesign
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Application forms for this holiday course are available from 
the Music Department. 

 

EVENTS 

SAVE 
THE 

DATE 

Concorde 50 Gala Dinner: 

MUSIC 

Singing Festival 
On Wednesday 19 June the Music Department is holding a 
competitive festival in the Jarvis Room, between 6pm and 

8pm. 
 
This is open to all our classical singing, and classic music 
theatre students. There are two classes: the Junior Cup for 
students in Years 7—9 who are at least Grade 3 standard, 
and the Senior Plate for students in Years 10—13 who are 
at least Grade 5. 

 
Mrs McGibbon, our singing teacher, is organising the 
festival but there will be an independent adjudicator who is 
currently playing a lead part in the West End who will give 
feedback on all the performances. 
 

This event is only suitable for students who have already 
had some experience in singing solos in public. 
 
Due to time constraints, places are limited to 12 students 
in each class. 
 
If your child is interested in participating, or you require 

further details, please contact Mrs McGibbon directly: 
oliviasafe@hotmail.com.  

https://www.facebook.com/swpsofficial
https://twitter.com/SWPSOfficial
https://www.youtube.com/c/SirWilliamPerkinssSchoolChertsey
http://www.swps.org.uk
mailto:oliviasafe@hotmail.com?subject=SWPS%20Singing%20Festival
https://swp.fluencycms.co.uk/Mainfolder/FOSWPS/2018-19/Jazz-Cafe-Booking-Form.pdf
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