SWPS NEWS
MR C C MULLER—HEAD
We have had so many successes recently at the school, in sport,
music and drama, not to mention the excellent results so many of
our students have gained in their end of year examinations, it is
hard to know where to begin. But our recent superb wins at
Henley both this week and last week in rowing have led me to think
more about the concept of sacrifice.
I suspect that to achieve success in anything requires some form of sacrifice.
The word itself is not a particularly glamorous one, and it is frequently
associated with something unpleasant; sacrifice implies that one is giving up
something one wants to do, for something that one really does not want to do.
It has the sense of self-denial - but an unpleasant self-denial.
How often do we hear the expression “I have made a sacrifice”- or “I sacrificed X
for...” Or in the classic words of Lord Farqaad in Shrek: “some of you may die,
but that is a sacrifice I am willing to make.”
Yet to achieve something important and difficult, sacrifice is undoubtedly at the
heart of what is required. At SWPS we can see this embodied in the dedication of
our own athletes who come to school every morning at 7am to train. Such
determination puts into perspective only too well the real sacrifice that needs to
be made if success is going to follow.
In short, certain things need to be given up, temporarily at least, so that
sufficient time and effort can be devoted into pursuing a greater goal.
Examination success, musical accomplishment or sporting glory all require a
sense of short-term denial and a focus on that greater, long term goal. Yes, it is
hard and at times unpleasant – but sacrifice means nothing unless there is a
something worth giving up.
Sacrifice does not remain in the realm of work and training; sacrifice can also
inform us in how we should behave: to sacrifice a night out with friends to care
for an old relative for example is a classic moral dilemma that many of us may
find having to negotiate. Or to put it more prosaically – to sacrifice something
exciting or enjoyable by keeping your word to do something dull yet necessary.
Although the word sacrifice itself many feel out of date and old fashioned, the
twin concepts it conveys of selflessness and dedication still have an important
tug on us and hence remain at the heart of what we do.

Upcoming Events
6—7 Jul

Drama: Production in a
Weekend

8—11 Jul

Wellbeing Week

8 Jul

BBQ Lunch + Harry Potter
Anniversary with Dress Up
EPQ: Y9 Little EPQ
Presentations
Grandparents’ Info Morning

9 Jul

Y7: Pyrcroft Picnic
L6: Mock Interviews at BP
Sunbury

10 Jul

RS: Hare Krishna workshop

10—15 Jul

DofE: Gold Qualifier—
Slovenia

11 Jul

School Breaks up for
Summer—coaches leave
12.45

12—16 Jul

DofE: Golf Qualifier—Lake
District

13—14 Jul

SWPSBC: Kingston Regatta

19—21 Jul

SWPSBC: British Rowing
Championships

Parking
As we approach the end of the
School year can we remind our
SWPS families to ensure they
park considerately around the
school, including out on the main
road and surrounding residential
roads.

Henley Royal Regatta
SWPS has had a great couple of days at Henley this week. On Wednesday we hosted alumnae and
other friends of the school at the Upper Thames Club, who were given full access to the area as
well as a lovely picnic hamper. The weather and atmosphere were bright, and of course the day
was topped off by the stunning win by our quad in their race in the evening, putting them through
to today’s race, which unfortunately we did not win, despite a sterling performance.
On Thursday we had a rather more informal presence, with the SWPS marquee in
Henley Cricket Club, with marvellous nibbles and delicious drinks provided by
Harrison Catering, who did us proud over the two days. Over forty guests dropped in
during the day, as well as some of our rowers, and Henley hospitality is definitely now
an annual part of our calendar. Congratulations to Mrs Michelle Bradbury, our
Alumnae Officer, who has run these and a series of other events for our alumnae and
the SWPS community since she started with us in February.
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WELLBEING WEEK—RESILIENCE

“Be like a rock, turn stress into diamonds!”
As is customary now, the final week of term will be
Wellbeing Week and this term’s theme is “Resilience”. We
thought it would be nice for parents and carers to get
involved so here is a challenging puzzle for you to ponder
over and test your resilience!
Albert and Bernard just became friends with Cheryl, and
they want to know when her birthday is. Cheryl gives
them a list of 10 possible dates.
May 15

May 16

June 17

June 18

July 14

July 16

August 14

August 15

May 19

August 17

Cheryl then tells Albert and Bernard separately the month
and the day of her birthday respectively.
Albert:
Bernard:
Albert:

I don't know when Cheryl's birthday is, but I
know that Bernard does not know too.
At first I didn't know when Cheryl's birthday
is, but I know now.
Then I also know when Cheryl's birthday is.

Year 10 Awards 2019
On Tuesday 4 July it was
the
Year
10
Awards
Assembly.
During
this
assembly we celebrated
academic success in the
summer exams, attitude
to learning throughout the
year, as well as cocurricular achievements.
It is exceptionally hard for
teachers to decide who
the awards should go to,
as we have so many
outstanding students here
at SWPS. All students, in
particular
the
award
winners,
should
be
exceptionally proud of
their
hard
work
and
achievements this year.
A special thank you and
well done also goes to all
students in Year 10 who
have
helped
out
or
participated in all school
events this year including
Open
Evening,
sports
events, The Variety Show,
drama, choir, music, DofE
to name but a few.
I
hope you all enjoy a welldeserved
break
over
summer and return on the
4th September ready to hit
the ground running again.

So when is Cheryl's birthday?
WELLBEING WEEK ACTIVITIES

Monday

A.M reg: tutor group puzzle competitions
20th Anniversary of the publication of The Prisoner of Azkaban
Lunchtime various activities: Sorting Hat game, ‘who is this wizard’ mugshot photo booth
Students in costume or mufti - £1 for Reaching Rwanda charity (SURF)
Lunchtime: whole school BBQ
P. 8,9 Yr 9 Chinese Dumpling workshop with Mrs Tham-Williams
Prep: Movie time - The Prisoner of Azkaban; flower decorations for form rooms
18.00 – 19.00 Yr 9 Little EPQ presentations to parents

Tuesday

A.M reg Harlequins Ladies rugby players Yr 7, 9, 10, L6 assembly
P. 1,2 Year 8 Harlequins tag Rugby workshop and talk
Lunchtime: Harlequins talk to Stonewall
P. 7,8,9 Yr 7 Pyrcroft picnic
Prep: Movie time - The Prisoner of Azkaban
18.00 – 19.00 FOSWPs committee Thank You Drinks

Wednesday A.M reg: tutor group puzzle competitions
P.1–6 Yr 10 GCSE RS Hindu workshop
Lunchtime: staff dog visit
P5,6 & 7,8,9 Wheelchair basketball workshop: GCSE PE, Sixth Form
Prep: Movie time - The Prisoner of Azkaban

Thursday

A.M reg: tutor group puzzle competitions & Tug of War history + info
P.3 Whole school Tug of War Inter-House Competition
11.15 am Whole school assembly
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Year 9 History
Re-enactment
To
finish
off
their
history
lessons with a
flourish,
9Y
performed
a
short
drama
piece based on
the “chain of
evacuation”
in
World War 1.
This
explained
how a soldier was transported from where they were
injured, through the various medical posts, and how
medical advances were made throughout the war, due to
necessity. This was written by Miss England to compliment
Year 9’s study of medicine during the war.
Lower School Book
Club
With
our
minds
rapidly turning to the
approaching summer
holiday, our eager
readers felt a need for
a substantial reading
list. A range of key
aut hors
was
r e c o m m e n d e d
including,
Cecilia
Ahern, Veronica Roth, Laura May Alcott, Malorie Blackman
and Maria V Snyder. The Library shelves, in places, were
looking a little sparse by the end of our borrowing session.

Each student took on a role to suit their comfort zone,
either becoming actors, back stage managers, directors or
researchers. The final performance was shown to 9Z and
was a real treat to watch, despite the students only having
a very short preparation time.
Well done 9Y!

Perkonian
Oxbridge
&
Languages
Talk
Tess Lambert
(former SWPS
student) who
has
just
completed her
first
year
s t u d y i n g
German and
ab initio Italian at Cambridge, came in to talk to some of
our Year 10 students this week about applying to
Oxbridge, personal statements and studying languages
(and other subjects).
Tess provided us with some useful and very interesting
information and the Year 10 students had lots of
questions. Thank you so much for coming in Tess. It was
such a useful and enjoyable session for the students. We
hope to see you again in the future!
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MUSIC
Les Miserables Workshop
Space are limited so sign up quickly to
guarantee your place by Friday 12 July!

Flute Workshop – Wednesday
3rd July
During
lunchtime
on
Wednesday ten flute students
and two recorder students
attended a workshop in the
Jarvis Room. Our flute teacher,
Jane
Clark,
had
invited
advanced
flautist
Sophie
Hooper from Royal Holloway,
University of London to run the
workshop. Sophie has just
graduated from the university’s
Orchestral Studies course with a First-Class degree. To
start the session, Sophie played a contemporary piece
which included an imitation of birdsong, and she
demonstrated some modern techniques of flute-playing
including pitch-bending.
Sophie then tutored Natalie Newell and Anika Rabi in two
mini masterclasses. She helped them with shaping of the
melody line and discussed posture to improve breathing
and tone quality and effective ways to practise. At the end
of the session everyone joined in to play an 8 part
arrangement of the third movement from Mahler's 1st
symphony; Sophie led the group and gave them tips on
ensemble playing.
It was lovely to see a young person inspiring our students
and showing them just how versatile the flute can be.
Many thanks to Jane Clark for organising the workshop
and for keeping the students well fed and watered!

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY
L6 New Designers Trip
The L6 A Level DT students celebrated the 4th July at the
Business Design Centre, London for the New Designers
exhibition. This show gives the students an opportunity to
conduct primary research for their coursework as well as
see the top Design University courses in the country work
on show.
The themes this year were definitely sustainability,
specifically making new materials from waste and as ever
high quality craftsmanship. A great day had by all.
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SPORT
Sports Day
Tuesday 2 July 2019 saw another hugely successful SWPS
Sports Day! The sun shone on the field for the afternoon
and the day ran smoothly. A fantastic day of sport with
many PBs and brilliant performances from all the
competitors.
The extra bonus of the ice creams and Friends of SWPS
refreshments provided a perfect addition to the day!
A big thank you to the SWPS site team and Laurie the
grounds keeper for setting everything up and having the
field look so fantastic.
Final thanks to parents and families for coming to support
and all of the students for competing throughout the day.
The results were:
Year 7
1st

Pankhurst

71 points

2nd

Montagu

67 points

3rd

Lonsdale

59 points

4th

Quant

54 points

Year 8
1st

Lonsdale

81 points

2nd

Montagu

64 points

3rd

Quant

60 points

4th

Pankhurst

59 points

Year 9
1st

Montagu

81 points

2nd

Pankhurst

76 points

3rd

Quant

57 points

4th

Lonsdale

50 points

Year 10
1st

Pankhurst

93 points

2nd

Quant

72 points

3rd

Montagu

57 points

4th

Lonsdale

56 points

OVERALL
1st

Pankhurst

305 points

2nd

Montagu

271 points

3rd

Lonsdale

256 points

4th

Quant

247 points
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LIBRARY

Gift Aid

Book of the Week
This week’s BotW is ‘Erebus: The Story of a Ship’ by
Michael Palin, selected by Mrs Vidgen.

We are asking all parents who gift aid or would like to gift
aid the annual membership donation for Friends of SWPS,
(paid in the Autumn Term bill) to complete a new Gift Aid
Declaration this year, including current Year 7s, to reflect
the new GDPR requirements that came into force last
year.
If you have not already returned your new form in recent
months, please complete the new Gift Aid Declaration:
and return it by:

Emailing it to Friends.of.SWPS@gmail.com

Posting it in the Friends of SWPS post box in school
(via your child)

Sending it to: Friends of SWPS, c/o Sir William
Perkins’s School, Guildford Road, Chertsey, KT16
9BN
Many thanks for your continued support. Gift Aiding your
donations will enable us to claim back an extra 25% on
top of your annual donations to help support various
projects within the school.
Jane Hawken
Treasurer, Friends of SWPS

CLICK BELOW TO VIEW
THE COMMISSION AUCTION

Harry Potter
Anniversary
The
Library
will celebrate
the
Harry
P o t t e r
anniversary
in style: we
offer the One
and
Only
G e n u i n e
Sorting
Hat
s o r t i n g
students into
Hogwarts Houses, an opportunity to have ‘Have You Seen
This Wizard? mug shots’, as well as games, puzzles,
quizzes and lots of fun.
We encourage students to dress up in a wizarding costume
or just mark their affiliation by wearing the Hogwarts
House colours.
What’s on in the Library
Follow @SWPSLibrary to keep up-to-date with
what’s happening in the Library!

SWPS.ORG.UK

EVENTS & NOTICES
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