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MR C C MULLER—HEAD 
How kind are you? Do you think of yourself as a naturally kind and 
thoughtful individual? Next week is our wellbeing week and its focus 

is on kindness. Kindness is an “ordinary virtue” in the sense that it 
is part, or should be part, of our everyday lives.  
 
The most important role of any school is to guarantee the safety of 
its students and teachers. Stability created through safety is 

something that we can and should all enjoy as part of a civilised society. 
 

And yet, we want more from each other than just to be safe. We want our 
interactions with others to be characterised with respect, humour and kindness. 
In a healthy and well balanced community, respect is given freely, trust is 
returned quickly and kindness is the fundamental fabric of society. 
 
A school’s moral outlook provides a set of framing assumptions which inform the 

students’ and teachers’ behaviour. The environment enables the members of the 
school to make informed and considered choices – choices to be kind and 

considerate, to care and be concerned for each other. No school can make that 
choice for the student, but it can make the choice to be kind a more natural and 
easier one to act on. 
 
In reality we all know that to be kind is sometimes hard and difficult. The 

pressures on all of us in our busy and hectic lives make the act of kindness 
tougher to enact through omission – moments of omission are frequently the 
real cause of a lack of kindness. At times we fail to be kind. 
 
SWPS’s forthcoming Wellbeing Week will, I hope, provide a chance for our entire 
community to rectify those omissions of kindness. To listen and to be available, 
to help and to support all these things will be placed front and centre in what we 

do next week. After all, we remember with fondness and forever those who were 
most kind to us. Those who took time to listen, took a moment to support and, 
in the final analysis, took time for us are the individuals who will stand out in our 

lives. 
 
It is a good motto for life to try to be kinder and I hope next week we all can 

begin that journey together at SWPS. 

SWPS NEWS 

U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s  

30 Mar 

Admissions: Chertsey 

Trail for Sept 2019 Y7 
Families 

SWPSBC: Dinner & 
Awards Evening 

1—5 April Wellbeing Week 

3 April SWPS Showcase 

5—6 April 
History: Trip to WWI 
Battlefield, France 

5 April School Breaks for Easter 

Alumnae Morning 
Perkonians from far and wide (well, Bristol, anyway) joined us 
yesterday for a morning of nostalgia and catching up with old 

friends. We always love hearing them reminiscing about staff 
“back in the day” – with some colourful descriptions – and pupil 
misdemeanours. It does seem that SWPS pupils were more 
naughty in the past! 
 
It was wonderful to have a huge range of ages – from recent 
leavers to those who left 50 years ago and who are planning 

their own mini-reunion at the annual Reunion Day in October. 
 
Alumnae mornings take place two or three times a year, and are 
a great way for Perkonians to see what has changed about the 
school, but also for current students to see that, even when they 
leave SWPS, they are always part of the family. Well done to our 

Alumnae Officer, Michelle Bradbury, for arranging the event. 

M u s i c : 
S p r i n g 

C o n c e r t 

2019 
We were 
treated to 
fantast ic 
performances from our School, 
Chamber & Jarvis Orchestras, Flute 
Factory, Brass Group, School & 

Chamber Choirs, Advanced Strings, 
Swing Band and Sax Group at this 
year’s Spring Concert on Wednesday 
night. 
 
Recordings of this and other talented 

musical performances are available 

by visiting: 
 

www.swps.org.uk/Music 

https://www.facebook.com/swpsofficial
https://twitter.com/SWPSOfficial
https://www.youtube.com/c/SirWilliamPerkinssSchoolChertsey
http://www.swps.org.uk
http://www.swps.org.uk/
http://www.swps.org.uk/Music
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Rowing 
Kingston Head took place on 23 March and Lucia Frigé, 
Katie Knott and Anna Cowell all represented their club. 

 
Lucia and Katie both took part in the WJ14 4x+ with 
Lucia’s boat coming 1st and Katie's boat 5th from a field of 
9—a great start to the day’s racing for them. 
 
Next up was Anna competing in the WJ15 4x+ and Lucia 
swapped her blades for the cox’s seat and we were 

delighted that they also won their class rounding off a 
great day for their club. 

Hans Woyda Maths Competition 
This year is the 40th anniversary of the Hans Woyda 

Mathematics Competition, and in order to celebrate this 
milestone, the final of this year’s competition was held at 
The Royal Society, London on Wednesday 27 March. The 

organisers offered the opportunity for two students from 
each of the schools that got to the knock out stage of this 
year’s competition to go to The Royal Society to watch the 
final. Two exceptionally talented and dedicated 
mathematicians, Bethan Williams (9L) and Ria Patel (8Q), 
took up this opportunity and what an inspirational event it 
was! We listened to an insightful speech from a well-

renowned mathematician before watching a tense final 
between Harrow School and Sutton Grammar, that 
resulted in 
S u t t o n 

Grammar being 
c r o w n e d 

champions. We 
h o p e  t h a t 
sometime in 
the near future 
it will be SWPS 
competing in 
the final of the 

Hans Woyda 
Competition! 

Y4 Amazing Mazes Workshop 

It was the Design Technology Department’s pleasure to host a Year 4 masterclass last weekend. 
 

“Amazing Mazes” gave the Year 4s an opportunity to use the SWPS DT workshops using saws, drills and the vacuum 
former to create their own ball bearing maze game. Completing the process from design to production, all of the Year 4s 
showed their imagination and creativity to produce a custom maze! 
 
The group of Year 4s also had the chance to see how both the laser cutter (recently installed as seen in last week’s 
newsletter!) and 3D printers in the department work, making their own personalised rulers. 

MUN—Haileybury Conference 

Last weekend, ten of us embarked on (for the most part) 
our first Model United Nations at Haileybury school. 
Expectations were high, I’ll admit, for both the social and 

academic stages as many of us had a little more than just 
friendship in mind from our committees. This so happened 
to be the largest MUN event in the country- not that this 
put us off at all… 
 
But all in all it was an absolutely smashing effort from all 
us SWPS students, who seriously enjoyed a weekend of 

the most fruitful debate and met lots of great people. We 
all intend to return next year and hopefully speak a little 
more! 

Izzy Mann (Y10) 

https://www.facebook.com/swpsofficial
https://twitter.com/SWPSOfficial
https://www.youtube.com/c/SirWilliamPerkinssSchoolChertsey
http://www.swps.org.uk
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Aquathlon 
This week saw SWPS athletes from Years 7, 8 and 9 take 
part in an Aquathlon event at Notre Dame. For most it was 

the first time that they had experienced this type of event, 
where a total time is given for a 100m swim, transition 
and 1500m run. All the SWPS team competed well and 
really pushed themselves to perform to their best on the 
day. Congratulations to all that took part: particular 

commendations to Feirin H, placed 5th in Y7 and to the 
three athletes that were placed in the top five of their year 

group and in the top ten overall – Katie F 4th in Y8, 8th 
overall; Eleanor W 2nd in Y7, 6th overall and less than one 
second behind Sarah S 1st in Y7 and 5th overall. We look 
forward to welcoming even more SWPS students to this 
event next year! 

Netball 

On Wednesday, the Year 7 A-D teams went to Tormead for 
their final fixture. The D team had a good game but 

unfortunately lost 0-12. Their player of the match was 
Maddie. C team had some great patches of play but lost 7-
15 with their player of the match Maya. The Bs had a nail 
biting game, drawing 19-19, with Jimena awarded player 
of the match. The As also had a gripping game, in the lead 
until the last quarter, unfortunately losing the grip on the 
match 11-16. Indianna was awarded player of the match 

for the A team.  
 
Well done to all Year 7s that have come out to netball 
training and matches this year, we have had a great year 
and look forward to more training and matches next year. 
 

The Year 8s have enjoyed a mixed tournament in their 
after school netball club this half term which was run by 
the students completing their Sports Leaders Award. Well 
done for the continued effort and excitement from the 
Year 8s – a special congrats to the winning team, and the 
team who won best dressed! 

SPORTS NEWS 

Cross Country 
On Saturday 23 March, Jessica 
competed for Surrey in the South 

East Schools inter county cross 
country championships at Christ’s 
Hospital School in Horsham.  She 
enjoyed the experience and has 
enjoyed her running this term. 
Well done Jess, we look forward to 
more successes in the future. 

‘An Olympic Dream’: an evening with Team GB Hockey 
Olympian Helen Richardson-Walsh MBE 
Helen Richardson-Walsh is a Team GB Olympic hockey 
gold medallist, having played for 17 years for team GB.  
 

On Thursday 21 March we were lucky enough to have a 
pro hockey training session followed by ‘An Olympic 
Dream’ talk and Q&A with Helen. Everyone got signed 
pictures of themselves with Helen that were taken during 
the session. 
 
Helen gave an inspirational talk to us about her 

experiences playing hockey for Great Britain and 

highlighted both the highs and lows. She told us how she 
coped with her losses and how we should always think of 
losing as a chance to get better. Helen went to her first 
Olympics at the age of only 18 and they didn’t do as well 
as they had hoped to, which only urged her to try harder 

and practice more. She talked and showed us videos of 
her highlights as a hockey player, including when she 
played in the Olympics and scored in a winning penalty 
shoot-out. Hearing the stories first hand from an 
international player was amazing. To hear that everyone 
makes mistakes, even her, was really comforting.  
 

When asked if she could give us only one piece of hockey 
advice she said, “I would say, never try and compare 
yourselves to others. That is the worst thing that anyone 

could do. We all have different strengths and that is what 
brings a team together.”  
 
She also quoted, “Winning gold in the Rio Olympics 2016 

was amazing, the fact that I got to be up there with my 
team was the best. However, my favourite Olympics was 
actually in London 2012 because being at home playing 
my favourite sport in front of a home crowd is one of my 
favourite memories.”  
 

Overall, it was an amazing experience to meet and speak 
to Helen and I 
k n o w  t h a t 
everyone wi l l 
remember the 

night. She is a 
fantast ic  ro le 

m o d e l  t o 
everyone.  

Sophie Paul 8Q 

Hockey 

Goalkeepers Session 
On Tuesday evening six of our 

hockey goalkeepers had a specialist 
coaching session given by Rose 
Thomas, Wales and Great Britain 
keeper. Having done a similar 
session last year Rose was amazed 
at the progress already made by the 

students 

a n d 
p r a i s e d 
their willingness to learn and 
their attitude and ability 
t h r o ugho u t .  Co n t i nued 
improvement will mean SWPS 

not conceding many goals next 
season! 

https://www.facebook.com/swpsofficial
https://twitter.com/SWPSOfficial
https://www.youtube.com/c/SirWilliamPerkinssSchoolChertsey
http://www.swps.org.uk


SWPS.ORG.UK 

ARTWORKS OF THE MONTH 

Here’s our fifth Artwork of the Month, for March, selected 
by the Art & Design Dept staff. 
 

It is by Emily (S6). 
 
Take a look at more of our students’ artwork on our Art 

Dept website: http://www.artdesignswps.org.uk/  

LIBRARY 

What’s on in the Library 
Follow @SWPSLibrary to keep up-to-date with 
what’s happening in the Library! 

Book of the Week 

This week’s BotW is ‘The 4 Pillar Plan’ by Dr Rangan 
Chatterjee, selected by Mrs Vidgen. 

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY 

This week marks the end of the current Year 9 rotations in 

DT / HE, next week the classes will swap over to complete 
their experiences in both subjects. 

 
As a celebration of what the Year 9s have achieved so far 
in DT here are some lovely lamps finished by 9X this week 
by Millie, Grace and Molly. We look forward to welcoming 
our second rotations back to DT / HE. 

Follow the SWPS Design Technology department 
@SWPSDesign to keep up with all of their 
creations and activities! 

https://www.facebook.com/swpsofficial
https://twitter.com/SWPSOfficial
https://www.youtube.com/c/SirWilliamPerkinssSchoolChertsey
http://www.swps.org.uk
http://www.artdesignswps.org.uk/
http://www.twitter.com/swpslibrary
http://www.twitter.com/swpslibrary
http://www.twitter.com/swpsdesign
http://www.twitter.com/swpsdesign
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P E R KO N I A N  
N E T B A L L  

TO U R N A M E N T  
S AT  2 7  A P R  

 

T E A M S  WA N T E D :  
  C u r r e n t  St u d e n t s  
  C u r r e n t  St a f f  
  Pa r e n t s  
  Pe r ko n i a n s  
 

A  f u n - f i l l e d  t o u r n a m e n t  
f o l l o we d  b y  d e l i c i o u s  

a f t e r n o o n  t e a !  
 

E m a i l :  
a l u m n a e @ s w p s . o r g . u k  

to  s i g n  u p  

Alumnae, Staff, Parents and S6 Students 
are invited to attend our London 
Networking Event to be held at The Union 
Club, Soho on Wednesday 22nd May, 6.30 
pm – 9.00 pm.  
 
We are very excited to welcome our 
speaker Helen Fospero, who is currently 
filming Watchdog and The One show. 
 
Canapes and wine will be served during 
the evening. Cost is £25 per head. 
 

Register your interest by 
clicking here! 

EVENTS 

TEAM SWAMPIES ARE BACK!  

On Sunday 19 May 2019 a Brave (and misguided) 
group of SWPS staff known as team SWamPieS are 
taking on their 6th year of charity challenges and 
return to - Dragon Boat Racing (sorry - no mud this 
year!). 
 
The SwamPieS team are Dragon Boat racing at 
Goldsworth Park, Woking and need your support. This 
is a fun day and friends and family are welcome to 
cheer on the participants so please come along to 
support team SWamPieS! 
 
Once again, SWamPieS are fundraising for Woking & 
Sam Beare Hospices and are gratefully receiving 
donations on their justgiving page. 
 

CLICK HERE TO DONATE 

https://www.facebook.com/swpsofficial
https://twitter.com/SWPSOfficial
https://www.youtube.com/c/SirWilliamPerkinssSchoolChertsey
http://www.swps.org.uk
mailto:alumnae@swps.org.uk?subject=Perkonian%20Netball%20Tournament
mailto:alumnae@swps.org.uk?subject=Perkonian%20Netball%20Tournament
mailto:alumnae@swps.org.uk?subject=Perkonian%20Netball%20Tournament
https://www.swpsperkonian.org.uk/event/networkingevent2019
https://www.swpsperkonian.org.uk/event/networkingevent2019
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/sir-william-perkins-s-school1
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https://www.facebook.com/swpsofficial
https://twitter.com/SWPSOfficial
https://www.youtube.com/c/SirWilliamPerkinssSchoolChertsey
http://www.swps.org.uk
http://www.smallpeicetrust.org.uk/courses/digital-railway-engineering
http://www.smallpeicetrust.org.uk/courses/girls-into-electronics/
http://www.smallpeicetrust.org.uk/courses/girls-into-physics/
http://www.smallpeicetrust.org.uk/courses/biomedical-engineering-birmingham-city-university/

