Reflections from our Pastor: Fr. M att sends a regular "M usings" email to share his thoughts with the OLGC Community .
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Fr. Matt's Musings
July 23, 2019

There is no saint without a past nor a sinner without a
future.

My godfather, my Uncle Dan, puts this quote at the end of
all his emails. It is a comforting reminder. Yesterday, was
the feast of St. Mary Magdalene. In the Scriptures, we
heard that Jesus cast out seven demons from her, and
that she became one of his followers. At the end of the
gospels, Jesus appears to her before all others after his
resurrection. She is entrusted with the message to take,
first of all, to his disciples. Because of this, she is known
as the "Apostle to the Apostles."

The Church tells us that we are always at the same time
saints and sinners. Our greatest saints had a keen sense
of this. Peter lived with his denial of Jesus. Paul
commented frequently that he was the least of the
apostles because he persecuted the Body of Christ. But
the Lord would not allow them to live in guilt or shame
about past activities, but to allow his grace and mercy
make them compassionate about others' failings and
confident in God's mercy and grace.

Most of us have past words or deeds which we wish we
could change. Today's feast and the example of our great
saints tell us that the Lord does not want us to live in guilt
and shame but to seek his mercy and grace to be even
more faithful in our call to bring others to Christ. Hopefully,
part of that ministry is to others who feel that they are not
worthy of God's love, forgiveness or mercy because of
some past indiscretion or sin. May the example of our
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great saints be the witness to us and them that our God
and God's love and mercy are far greater than any of our
sins and indiscretions. What a God we have!

Live Jesus!

Fr. Matt

frhillyard@olgcva.org
www.olgcva.org

Parish Administration Office will be closed on Saturdays
during the Summer.

You're receiving this email because you have expressed an interest in the OLGC Catholic Community.
Please add frhillyard@olgcva.org to your address book so we'll be sure to land in your inbox!
If you know someone who would like to be added to the list have them email

communications(@olgcva.org.
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