What is the Seal of
Bilteracy?

he Seal of Biliteracy is
an award given by
Gilroy Unified School
District. California
Assembly Bill 815 established the State
Seal of Biliteracy to recognize high
school graduates who have attained a
high level of proficiency in speaking,
reading, and writing in one or more
languages in addition to English. The
State Seal of Biliteracy is awarded by the
Superintendent of Public Instruction.

Goals

In awarding the Seal of Biliteracy to
graduating seniors who met the
requirements, Gilroy Unified School
District seeks to

» Encourage students to develop and
maintain biliteracy and multilingual
skills;

» Prepare students to enter into his
global era able to communicate
across national borders and
languages;

» Promote the development of
language and cultural appreciation
and cross-cultural understanding;

» Provide employers with a method of
identifying people with language and
biliteracy skills.

Eligibility

The Seal will be awarded to graduating
seniors from Gilroy Unified School
District who have mastered academic
English and any other language.

Students wishing to receive the Seal
of Biliteracy must submit an
application form to their home district
and meet the following requirements:

1) Complete all high school
graduation requirements.

2) An overall 2.0 grade point
average in all English Language
Arts courses.

3) Pass a state approved language
assessment administered in
grade 10 or 11 at the proficient
level or above.

4) Demonstrate proficiency in one
or more languages other than
English (includes American Sign
Language) through one of the
four options.

5)

4 How to Apply N

If you meet the requirements, or think you
will when the AP scores are released, pick up
a State Seal of Biliteracy application from
your high school counselor, or go online to
the Gilroy Unified School District web site
under Departments - Secondary Education.
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Language Proficiency
Options

Pass a foreign language
Advanced
Placement examination with a
score of 3 or higher or an
International Baccalaureate
examination with a score of 4 or
higher.

OR

Complete a four-year high
school course of study in a
foreign language and attain an
overall grade point average of
3.0 or above in that course of
study.

OR
Pass the SAT II foreign
language
examination with a score of
600 or higher.

OR
Pass an approved language
exam from an authorized
educational or governmental
agency.

Achieve Early Advanced proficiency level
on the California English Language
Development Test (CELDT), which may be
administered an additional time, as
necessary.




Vision

“Each student will graduate
with the skills needed to
contribute and thrive in a

changing world.”

What is Biliteracy?

Biliteracy is the state of being
literate in two languages. A
biliterate individual has the

ability to effectively
communicate orally, convey
written thoughts and ideas
through the grammatical
systems, vocabularies and
written symbols in two

different languages.

Award Components

0 Certificate
0 Seal on diploma
0 Transcript Notation

District Contact List

Gilroy High School
Martin Enriquez (669)205-5400

Christopher High School
Jeremy Dirks (669) 205-5300

Mount Madonna Continuation
High School
Dianne Padilla (669) 205-5500

Dr. TJ Owens Gilroy Early College
Academy
Sonia Flores (408) 846-4949

Board of Education

Anisha Munshi
BC Doyle
Enrique Diaz
James Pace
Linda Piceno
Mark Good
Tuyen Fiack

Deborah Flores, PhD.
Superintendent
Gilroy Unified School District
(669) 205-4000
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