
Summer Reading (2019) 
Eighth Grade 

 
 
Ready Player One - Ernest Cline  

In the year 2044, reality is an ugly place. The only time teenage Wade Watts 
really feels alive is when he’s jacked into the virtual utopia known as the OASIS. 
Wade’s devoted his life to studying the puzzles hidden within this world’s digital 
confines—puzzles that are based on their creator’s obsession with the pop culture of 
decades past and that promise massive power and fortune to whoever can unlock 
them. 
But when Wade stumbles upon the first clue, he finds himself beset by players 
willing to kill to take this ultimate prize. The race is on, and if Wade’s going to 
survive, he’ll have to win—and confront the real world he’s always been so 
desperate to escape. 
 
 
 
 
One of Us is Lying - Karen MacManus  
Pay close attention and you might solve this. 
On Monday afternoon, five students at Bayview High walk into detention. 
Bronwyn, the brain, is Yale-bound and never breaks a rule. 
Addy, the beauty, is the picture-perfect homecoming princess. 
Nate, the criminal, is already on probation for dealing. 
Cooper, the athlete, is the all-star baseball pitcher. 
And Simon, the outcast, is the creator of Bayview High’s notorious gossip app. 
Only, Simon never makes it out of that classroom. Before the end of detention Simon’s 
dead. And according to investigators, his death wasn’t an accident. On Monday, he died. But on 
Tuesday, he’d planned to post juicy reveals about all four of his high-profile classmates, which makes 
all four of them suspects in his murder. Or are they the perfect patsies for a killer who’s still on the 
loose? Everyone has secrets, right? What really matters is how far you would go to protect them. 

 
 
Long Way Down - Jason Reynolds  
A cannon. A strap. 
A piece. A biscuit. 
A burner. A heater. 
A chopper. A gat. 
A hammer. 
A tool for RULE. 



Or, you can call it a gun. That’s what fifteen-year-old Will has shoved in the back waistband of his 
jeans. See, his brother Shawn was just murdered. And Will knows the rules. No crying. No snitching. 
Revenge. That’s where Will’s now heading, with that gun shoved in the back waistband of his jeans, the 
gun that was his brother’s gun. He gets on the elevator, seventh floor, stoked. He knows who he’s after. 
Or does he? As the elevator stops on the sixth floor, on comes Buck. Buck, Will finds out, is who gave 
Shawn the gun before Will took the gun. Buck tells Will to check that the gun is even loaded. And that’s 
when Will sees that one bullet is missing. And the only one who could have fired Shawn’s gun was 
Shawn. Huh. Will didn’t know that Shawn had ever actually USED his gun. Bigger huh. BUCK IS 
DEAD. But Buck’s in the elevator? Just as Will’s trying to think this through, the door to the next floor 
opens. A teenage girl gets on, waves away the smoke from Dead Buck’s cigarette. Will doesn’t know 
her, but she knew him. Knew. When they were eight. And stray bullets had cut through the playground, 
and Will had tried to cover her, but she was hit anyway, and so what she wants to know, on that fifth 
floor elevator stop, is, what if Will, Will with the gun shoved in the back waistband of his jeans, 
MISSES. 

And so it goes, the whole long way down, as the elevator stops on each floor, and at each stop someone 
connected to his brother gets on to give Will a piece to a bigger story than the one he thinks he knows. 
A story that might never know an END…if WILL gets off that elevator. 

 
 
All American Boys - Jason Reynolds & Brendan Kiely  

A bag of chips. That’s all sixteen-year-old Rashad is looking for at the 
corner bodega. What he finds instead is a fist-happy cop, Paul Galluzzo, who 
mistakes Rashad for a shoplifter, mistakes Rashad’s pleadings that he’s stolen 
nothing for belligerence, mistakes Rashad’s resistance to leave the bodega as 
resisting arrest, mistakes Rashad’s every flinch at every punch the cop throws as 
further resistance and refusal to STAY STILL as ordered. But how can you stay still 
when someone is pounding your face into the concrete pavement? 
There were witnesses: Quinn Collins—a varsity basketball player and Rashad’s 
classmate who has been raised by Paul since his own father died in 
Afghanistan—and a video camera. Soon the beating is all over the news and Paul is getting threatened 
with accusations of prejudice and racial brutality. Quinn refuses to believe that the man who has 
basically been his savior could possibly be guilty. But then Rashad is absent. And absent again. And 
again. And the basketball team—half of whom are Rashad’s best friends—start to take sides. As does 
the school. And the town. Simmering tensions threaten to explode as Rashad and Quinn are forced to 
face decisions and consequences they had never considered before. 

 
Scythe - Neal Shusterman  
A world with no hunger, no disease, no war, no misery: humanity has conquered all 
those things, and has even conquered death. Now Scythes are the only ones who can 



end life—and they are commanded to do so, in order to keep the size of the population under control. 

Citra and Rowan are chosen to apprentice to a scythe—a role that neither wants. These teens must 
master the “art” of taking life, knowing that the consequence of failure could mean losing their own. 

 
 
The Crossover - Kwame Alexander  

Dread-locked, 12-year old Josh Bell and his twin brother Jordan are 
awesome on the court. But Josh has more than basketball in his blood, he’s got mad 
beats, too, that tell his family’s story in verse, in this fast and furious middle grade 
novel of family and brotherhood from Kwame Alexander. 
   Josh and Jordan must come to grips with growing up on and off the court to 
realize breaking the rules comes at a terrible price, as their story’s heart-stopping 
climax proves a game-changer for the entire family. 
 
 
Matched - Ally Condie  

Cassia has always trusted the Society to make the right choices for her: what to 
read, what to watch, what to believe. So when Xander’s face appears on-screen at her 
Matching ceremony, Cassia knows he is her ideal mate . . . until she sees Ky Markham’s 
face flash for an instant before the screen fades to black. The Society tells her it’s a 
glitch, a rare malfunction, and that she should focus on the happy life she’s destined to 
lead with Xander. But Cassia can’t stop thinking about Ky, and as they slowly fall in 
love, Cassia begins to doubt the Society’s infallibility and is faced with an impossible 
choice: between Xander and Ky, between the only life she’s known and a path that no 
one else has dared to follow. 
 
 
The One and Only Ivan - Katherine Applegate  

Having spent twenty-seven years behind the glass walls of his enclosure in a 
shopping mall, Ivan has grown accustomed to humans watching him. He hardly 
ever thinks about his life in the jungle. Instead, Ivan occupies himself with 
television, his friends Stella and Bob, and painting. But when he meets Ruby, a baby 
elephant taken from the wild, he is forced to see their home, and his art, through 
new eyes. 
 
 
The Raft - S.A. Bodeen  
Robie is an experienced traveler. She’s taken the flight from Honolulu to the 
Midway Atoll, a group of Pacific islands where her parents live, many times. When 



she has to get to Midway in a hurry after a visit with her aunt in Hawaii, she gets on the next cargo 
flight at the last minute. She knows the pilot, but on this flight, there’s a new co-pilot named Max. All 
systems are go until a storm hits during the flight. The only passenger, Robie doesn’t panic until the 
engine suddenly cuts out and Max shouts at her to put on a life jacket. They are over miles of Pacific 
Ocean. She sees Max struggle with a raft. 

And then . . . she’s in the water. Fighting for her life. Max pulls her onto the raft, and that’s when the 
real terror begins. They have no water. Their only food is a bag of Skittles. There are sharks. There is 
an island. But there’s no sign of help on the way. 

 
The Hate U Give - Angie Thomas  

Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor 
neighborhood where she lives and the fancy suburban prep school she attends. The 
uneasy balance between these worlds is shattered when Starr witnesses the fatal 
shooting of her childhood best friend Khalil at the hands of a police officer. Khalil was 
unarmed. 
Soon afterward, his death is a national headline. Some are calling him a thug, maybe 
even a drug dealer and a gangbanger. Protesters are taking to the streets in Khalil’s 
name. Some cops and the local drug lord try to intimidate Starr and her family. What 
everyone wants to know is: what really went down that night? And the only person 
alive who can answer that is Starr. But what Starr does—or does not—say could upend her community. 
It could also endanger her life. 

 
 
Cinder - Marissa Meyer  
Humans and androids crowd the raucous streets of New Beijing. A deadly plague 
ravages the population. From space, a ruthless lunar people watch, waiting to make 
their move. No one knows that Earth’s fate hinges on one girl. . . . 

Cinder, a gifted mechanic, is a cyborg. She’s a second-class citizen with a 
mysterious past, reviled by her stepmother and blamed for her stepsister’s illness. 
But when her life becomes intertwined with the handsome Prince Kai’s, she 
suddenly finds herself at the center of an intergalactic struggle, and a forbidden 
attraction. Caught between duty and freedom, loyalty and betrayal, she must uncover secrets about her 
past in order to protect her world’s future. 

Loving vs. Virginia - Patricia Powell  
The story of a landmark civil rights case, told in spare and gorgeous verse. 

In 1955, in Caroline County, Virginia, amidst segregation and prejudice, injustice 



and cruelty, two teenagers fell in love. Their life together broke the law, but their determination would 
change it. Richard and Mildred Loving were at the heart of a Supreme Court case that legalized 
marriage between races, and a story of the devoted couple who faced discrimination, fought it, and 
won. 
 
 
The Diary of a Young Girl - Anne Frank 
In 1942, with the Nazis occupying Holland, a thirteen-year-old Jewish girl and 
her family fled their home in Amsterdam and went into hiding. For thenext two 
years, until their whereabouts were betrayed to the Gestapo, the Franks and 
another family lived cloistered in the “Secret Annexe”of an old office building. 
Cut off from the outside world, they faced hunger, boredom, the constant 
cruelties of living in confined quarters, and the ever-present threat of discovery 
and death. In her diary Anne Frank recorded vivid impressions of her 
experiences during this period. By turns thoughtful, moving, and surprisingly 
humorous, her account offers a fascinating Commentary on human courage and 
frailty and a compelling self-portrait of a sensitive and spirited young woman whose promise was 
tragically cut short.  
 
I Am Malala: How One Girl Stood Up for Education and Changed  
the World (Young Readers Edition) - Malala Yousafzai, Patricia McCormick  
When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley in Pakistan, 
one girl spoke out. Malala Yousafzai refused to be silenced and 
fought for her right to an education. 
On Tuesday, October 9, 2012, when she was fifteen, she almost 
paid the ultimate price. She was shot in the head at point-blank 
range while riding the bus home from school, and few expected 
her to survive.  
Instead, Malala's miraculous recovery has taken her on an 
extraordinary journey from a remote valley in northern Pakistan 
to the halls of the United Nations in New York. At sixteen, she has 
become a global symbol of peaceful protest and the youngest nominee 
ever for the Nobel Peace Prize. 
 
 
 
See You in the Cosmos - Jack Cheng  
 
Alex Petroski is on a mission to send a rocket into space with a recording on his 
iPod of what it’s like to be human, just like his hero Carl Sagan. His journey takes 
him farther than he ever could have imagined. 



 
 
 
 
The Playbook: 52 Rules to Aim, Shoot, and Score in This Game Called Life - 
Kwame Alexander 
 
Mixing poetry, photography, and inspiring stories from athletes and other role 
models, this book shares life lessons and advice for overcoming obstacles.  
 
 
 
The Crossover - Kwame Alexander 
 
You gotta know the rules to play the game. Ball is life. Take it to the hoop. Soar. 
What can we imagine for our lives? What if we were the star players, moving and 
grooving through the game of life? What if we had our own rules of the game to 
help us get what we want, what we aspire to, what will enrich our lives?  

Illustrated with photographs by Thai Neave, The Playbook is intended to provide 
inspiration on the court of life. Each rule contains wisdom from inspiring athletes 
and role models such as Nelson Mandela, Serena Williams, LeBron James, Carli 
Lloyd, Steph Curry and Michelle Obama. Kwame Alexander also provides his own 
poetic and uplifting words, as he shares stories of overcoming obstacles and 
winning games in this motivational and inspirational book just right for graduates of any age and 
anyone needing a little encouragement. 
 
The Strange Fascinations of Noah Hypnotik - David Arnold  
 
This is Noah Oakman → sixteen, Bowie believer, concise historian, disillusioned 
swimmer, son, brother, friend. 
Then Noah → gets hypnotized. 
Now Noah → sees changes: his mother has a scar on her face that wasn’t there 
before; his old dog, who once walked with a limp, is suddenly lithe; his best friend, a 
lifelong DC Comics disciple, now rotates in the Marvel universe. Subtle behaviors, 
bits of history, plans for the future—everything in Noah’s world has been rewritten. Everything except 
his Strange Fascinations . . .  
A stunning surrealist portrait, The Strange Fascinations of Noah Hypnotik is a story about all the ways 
we hurt our friends without knowing it, and all the ways they stick around to save us. 


