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Great  “
enterprises often have two births:           



t and small
The idealism of the Declaration of Independence gave way to
the cold-eyed balances of the constitution. love starts in 
passion and ends in car pools.” That’s David Brooks writing in
his New York Times essay “rhapsody in realism.” he could be
writing about The Post oak school; after fifty years of history,
we certainly have car pools.

         first in purity, then in maturity. 
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Brooks invites us to consider Post oak’s first birth: a one-room
school that opened with a revolutionary approach to education
at a time when america was wailing about the failure of its
schools; it was the passionate work of a visionary Texas woman,
carol Ferguson, implementing the passionate work of a 
visionary Italian woman, Maria Montessori. 

has that early passion simply ‘ended in car pools?’ hardly. Post
oak is a great enterprise that is experiencing a second birth 
in maturity. yes, we have given up the simplicity of the one-
room schoolhouse. at the same time we have strengthened 
our commitment to education that is joyous and challenging, 
different from conventional schools, and which develops 
children who are entrepreneurial, courageous and creative.
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our graduates are physicists and film makers, actors and 
doctors, engineers and business people, lawyers and teachers,
diplomats and writers, musicians and computer scientists.
What explains this diversity of paths? It has always been our
aim to help each individual student identify their interests, 
develop a passion, listen to their inner voice — and in so doing,
make a contribution to the world.

yes, we have maintained our idealism and our commitment 
to founding principles. and over time we have deepened the
complexity and maturity of our practice, of our work with 
individual children, with each classroom as a community, 
and with the school as an organic whole. 

A
m

er
ic

an
 s

w
im

m
er

 M
ar

k 
Sp

it
z 

w
in

s 
a

re
co

rd
 s

ev
en

 g
ol

d
 m

ed
al

s 
fo

r 
th

e 
U

.S
.

te
am

 in
 t

h
e 

19
72

Su
m

m
er

 O
ly

m
p

ic
s

P
re

si
d

en
t 

R
ic

h
ar

d
 M

. N
ix

on
 b

ec
om

es
th

e 
fi

rs
t 

U
.S

. p
re

si
d

en
t 

to
 r

es
ig

n
 f

ro
m

of
fi

ce
 f

ol
lo

w
in

g 
th

e 
W

at
er

ga
te

 b
re

ak
-in

A
 c

re
at

iv
e 

ar
ts

 p
ro

gr
am

 i
s 

in
tr

od
uc

ed
 t

o 
th

e 
sc

ho
ol

 c
u

rr
ic

ul
u

m

T
h

e 
fi

rs
t 

h
an

d
-h

el
d

 c
al

cu
la

to
r 

is
 

m
ar

ke
te

d
 b

y 
B

ow
m

ar
 I

n
st

ru
m

en
ts

 
C

or
p

or
at

io
n

 (
li

st
 p

ri
ce

 is
 $

24
9)

F
ir

st
 U

pp
er

 E
le

m
en

ta
ry

 c
la

ss
ro

om
 

is
 e

st
ab

li
sh

ed
A

 h
el

ic
op

te
r 

ev
ac

u
at

io
n

 r
em

ov
es

 t
h

e
la

st
 A

m
er

ic
an

 tr
oo

ps
 fr

om
 S

ou
th

 V
ie

tn
am

as
 S

ai
go

n
 f

al
ls

 t
o 

th
e 

N
or

th



G
eo

rg
e 

L
uc

as
 r

el
ea

se
s 

th
e 

m
ov

ie
 

St
ar

 W
ar

s,
 w

hi
ch

 b
ec

om
es

 t
he

 s
ec

on
d

hi
gh

es
t 

gr
os

si
ng

 m
ov

ie
 in

 h
is

to
ry

P
os

t 
O

ak
 S

ch
oo

l M
id

dl
e 

S
ch

oo
l 

pr
og

ra
m

 i
s 

es
ta

bl
is

he
d

Ir
an

ia
n

 m
il

it
an

ts
 s

ei
ze

 t
h

e 
A

m
er

ic
an

em
ba

ss
y 

in
 T

eh
ra

n
 a

n
d

 t
ak

e 
90

h
os

ta
ge

s,
 in

cl
u

d
in

g 
63

A
m

er
ic

an
s

P
ri

m
ar

y:
“T

h
e 

Im
p

or
ta

n
ce

 o
f 

Sl
ee

p
 in

 C
h

il
d

re
n

” 
p

re
se

n
te

d
 b

y 
P

os
t 

O
ak

 P
ar

en
t,

 D
r.

 A
p

ar
aj

it
h

a 
V

er
m

a,
 w

as
 w

el
l-a

tt
en

d
ed

.



We have also extended our reach, adding new programs for
the very youngest children at the same time we were opening
the high school. Post oak is now one of few schools anywhere
serving children from birth to university. Parents and teachers
are the primary guides for children as they navigate the journey
to adulthood and Post oak has deepened its commitment to
help prepare both for their roles. We expanded the range of
parenting classes we offer, even as the houston Montessori 
Institute, housed in The Post oak high school, welcomed its
initial class of teachers-in-training. Dr. Montessori spoke of 
the supportive three-sided relationship among the child, the
teacher and the parent— in service to the child. Post oak has
strengthened each leg of that triangle.
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The school continues to be recognized around the world as a
beacon, and among Montessori schools, as a leader among
leaders. Two key initiatives from the past year communicate
clearly our commitment to educational best practices and our
role as a leading school. on one front, Post oak is participating
in three cutting-edge research projects designed to measure
intrinsic motivation, teamwork, creativity, curiosity, and grit.
Montessori educators have long intuited the significance of
these ‘soft skills,’ but have lacked the instruments to measure
them. research results now demonstrate that these skills 
better predict success in career work and personal life than
conventional school grades and test scores. 
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consequently, energy and money are being invested to deter-
mine the educational approaches that best develop soft
skills — or twenty-first century skills. Post oak is helping to 
develop one study, and is actively participating in two others.

on a second front, Post oak is working with a group of leading
aMI-Montessori schools to develop a new approach to institu-
tional excellence and growth based on self-study and peer 
review. In the interim, Post oak has dropped participation in
the aMI-usa school recognition program, feeling that program
no longer meets our need to grow in understanding and deepen
our practice. our commitment to Montessori principles and
aMI teacher training remains as strong as ever, and we continue
to partner actively with aMI as it develops a new approach to
international school recognition.
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all of these efforts point to a second birth for Post oak, a period
of great creativity and energy. Built on fifty years’ experience,
a strong faculty and academic leadership team, a mature 
organization with institutional strength, and a highly effective
board of trustees, the school is moving forward with several 
recent initiatives that broaden and deepen our work with you
and your children, and extend our influence in the world 
beyond our walls.
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environment matters.

Post oak faculty work meticulously to create a visually rich, purposeful, and engaging environment

for each student at each age level. as we broaden our scope beyond the student to the families at

Post oak, the same principle applies. The physical, social, and communal environment can

strengthen all that is good about a school. When looking at our Post oak families and how they 

interact with one another— the bonds formed, the deep and lasting friendships cultivated on the

grounds of Post oak— it is clear that the role of environment continues to matter at all ages. 

Post oak families work together as volunteers, chaperones, class captains, room parents, field trip

drivers, and more to help create an atmosphere of community and camaraderie. In this celebratory

year, it was evident in many different ways. our grand 50th Jubilee celebration in october at the

houston Museum of natural science was chaired by alum parents, Pam Boyar and cc hetherington,

who returned to campus to kick-off the celebration with Post oak friends young and old. The 

anniversary festivities continued with the big Birthday Bash in november followed by a successful

Book Fair in March. all year long, our families and faculty spread their desire to do good work

throughout the broader houston community in the 50-for-50 service Projects initiative. The 

community environment created by all of these efforts allowed us to honor the history of Post oak

and look toward its future.

From all of us at Post oak, we offer thanks to each and every volunteer who lent a hand in the

classroom or worked through the details of an event. We also offer deep gratitude to all Post oak

families, friends, corporations, and foundations who generously gave financial gifts to the school

including those to our ongoing BIGWork capital campaign, and those who contributed to our

record-breaking year for the Post oak Fund. The inclusive, caring, and giving environment of 

Post oak is created by those who so willingly participate and contribute what they can for the 

betterment of the school. We are grateful.

— C h r i s ti n a  Ko p a n i d i s- Ca n tu ,  D e v el o p m e n t  D i re c to r







2013–2014 Financial report

The financial stability of the Post oak school continued during the 2013–2014 school year as we 

enrolled our second class of ninth graders in The Post oak high school. our audited financial

statements for the 2012–2013 school year resulted in an increase in net assets of $2,376,738. The

unaudited results for the 2013–2014 school year show an increase in net assets for all funds of

$1,291,702. The school experienced a significant increase in enrollment on the main campus to 

414 students and an enrollment of 29 students in the high school.

The overall financial success for the 2013–2014 school year was driven by positive budget variances

in the operating budget, an extremely successful annual fund as well as donations of over $1.5 million

to our capital campaign. With the completion of the high school remodeling, the school was able

to begin rebuilding cash reserves during 2013–2014. The school maintains a strong working capital

position throughout the year due to the prompt collection of tuition and fees in advance of the

need for funds to operate the school. In keeping with our commitment to the Post oak school 

endowment, the school was able to transfer $15,750 at the close of the 2013–2014 school year.

The investment policy of the Post oak school endowment directs a long-term investment approach.

The current asset allocation target is 20 percent cash and fixed income, and 80 percent equities to

maximize long-term returns. More than 80 percent of the portfolio is invested in low cost institu-

tional asset class mutual funds managed by Dimensional Fund advisors.

The combined portfolio experienced a 20.76 percent investment gain for the one year ended June

30, 2014 and 66.24 percent since inception. The market value of the endowment accounts was

$1,665,017 at June 30, 2014. 

last May, the school elected to put the main campus construction project on hold after a benefactor

acquired a piece of property contiguous to two of the three properties owned by the school on the

Museum District campus. over the summer, the school undertook a master planning exercise 

for both campuses with the assistance of Gensler architects and Forney Partnership. a steering

committee consisting of a wide variety of Post oak constituents including board members, faculty,

staff and parents assisted with this process. The houston Montessori Institute, certified by both

aMI and the Texas Workforce commission, completed its second summer session with 17 students.

The school’s continued fiscal discipline as well as the generosity of all of our donors has allowed us

to expand our world-renowned Montessori program to support students from birth through the

completion of high school as well as the training of Montessori teachers.



Assets

To tal  Cas h  a n d  In v es tm e n ts $ 4 ,68 1,707 $ — $ 1,8 23 ,32 6 $ 6 ,50 5 ,0 33
Ne t  S tud e n t  R e c e i v a bl es 2 5 ,8 43 — — 2 5 ,8 43
O th e r  P l e d g es  a n d  R e c e i v a bl es  Ne t 36 ,6 50 1,558 ,4 87 — 1,59 5 ,137
P re p a i d  E x p e n s es  a n d  O th e r  D e p os i ts 175 ,4 50 — — 175 ,4 50
In te r fu n d  P a y a bl es/ R e c e i v a bl es 4 ,686 638 ,0 27 — 6 4 2 ,713

To tal  Cu r re n t  Ass e ts 4 ,92 4 ,336 2 ,196 ,514 1,8 23 ,32 6 8 ,9 4 4 ,17 6

To tal  F i xe d  Ass e ts 9 ,7 6 1,4 5 4 — — 9 ,7 6 1,4 5 4

Total Assets $ 14 ,68 5 ,79 0 $ 2 ,196 ,514 $ 1,8 23 ,32 6 $ 18 ,70 5 ,630

Liabilities

A c c o u n ts  P a y a bl e $ 18 8 ,2 5 4 $ — $ — $ 18 8 ,2 5 4
A c c r ue d  Sal a r i es  a n d  B e n e f i ts 351,730  — — 351,730
D e fe r re d  In c o m e 2 ,1 6 5 ,6 0 4 — — 2 ,1 6 5 ,6 0 4
In te r fu n d  P a y a bl es/ R e c e i v a bl es 638 ,0 27 — 4 ,686 6 4 2 ,713
A c c r ue d  In te res t  P a y a bl e 8 21 — — 8 21
O th e r  A c c r ue d  E x p e n s es 5 ,832 — — 5 ,832
A c c r ue d  E x p e n s es 6 ,6 53 — — 6 ,6 53
No tes  P a y a bl e 2 ,36 5 ,963 — — 2 ,36 5 ,963

Total Liabilities $ 5 ,71 6 ,231 $ — $ 4 ,686 $ 5 ,72 0,917

Fund Balance

Ne t  Ass e ts $ 8 ,96 9 ,559 $ 2 ,196 ,514 $ 1,8 18 ,6 4 0 $ 12 ,98 4 ,713

Total Liabilities and Fund Balance $ 14 ,68 5 ,79 0 $ 2 ,196 ,514 $ 1,8 23 ,32 6 $ 18 ,70 5 ,630

Revenue

T u i ti o n  B as e d  R e v e n ues $ 7,752 ,4 6 9 $ — $ — $ 7,752 ,4 6 9
O th e r  H a rd  In c o m e 527,8 23 — — 527,8 23
O th e r  In c o m e  ( L oss ) 436 — 30 8 ,66 9 30 9 ,10 5
An n ual  G i v i n g 318 ,673 — — 318 ,673
S p e c i al  E v e n ts  ( Ne t ) 1,68 5 — — 1,68 5
All  O th e r  G i v i n g  ( Ne t ) 3 ,98 0 1,5 4 6 ,2 0 0 — 1,550,18 0

Total Revenue 8 ,6 0 5 ,0 66 1,5 4 6 ,2 0 0 30 8 ,66 9 10,4 59 ,935

Ne t  Ass e ts  R el e as e d  fro m  R es tr i c ti o n 7,8 17 ( 7,8 17 ) — —

To tal  R e v e n ue $ 8 ,6 12 ,8 83 $ 1,538 ,383 $ 30 8 ,66 9 $ 10,4 59 ,935

Expenses

Sal a r i es  a n d  B e n e f i ts $ 5 ,4 2 4 ,36 4 $ — $ — $ 5 ,4 2 4 ,36 4
F i n a n c i al  Ai d 835 ,5 4 9 — — 835 ,5 4 9
O th e r  P ro g ra m  E x p e n s es 8 4 9 ,6 0 3 — — 8 4 9 ,6 0 3
P l a n t  E x p e n s es 99 4 ,30 2 — — 99 4 ,30 2
G e n e ral  A d m i n i s trati o n 737,10 6 322 ,0 0 2 5 ,307 1,0 6 4 ,41 5

To tal  E x p e n s es 8 ,8 4 0,92 47 322 ,0 0 2 5 ,307 9 ,1 68 ,233

T ra n s fe rs  In /O u t — — — —

Increase in Net Assets $ ( 228 ,0 41 ) $ 1,21 6 ,38 1 $ 30 3 ,362 $ 1,2 91,70 2

Income Statement

Consolidated Balance Sheet

Operating Fund Temporary Restricted Endowment 2013–2014 Total 

General Fund Temporary Restricted Endowment 2013–2014 Total 





Alumni Update
Our graduates remain part of the Post
Oak community. Their interests and
accomplishments are impressive and
diverse: pure and applied science; 
visual and performing art; business
and non-profit enterprise; government
and social service; medicine, law, and
finance.

Class of 1982

Daniel Marchione—D aniel  is  the Head

o f  Sch o ol  at  th e  T r i n i ty  Sch o ol  o f

M i dl a n d .  H e  re c e i v e d  h i s  M as te rs  o f

E d uc ati o n  fro m  En d i c o tt  Coll e g e  i n

B e v e rl y,  M A  i n  2 0 0 4 .  H e  b e c a m e  a

l ifel o n g  l e a r n e r  b e c a us e  o f  P os t  O ak

a n d  s uch  a n  ex p e r i e n c e  i n sp i re d  h i m

to  p u rs ue  a  c a re e r  i n  th e  e d uc ati o n

f i el d .  As i d e  fro m  Wate r m el o n  D a y  at

th e  e n d  o f  s ch o ol ,  D a n i el’s  fa v o r i te

m e m o r y  i s  m e e ti n g  G e o rg e  B us h  Se n -

i o r  o n  h i s  m i d dl e  s ch o ol  D.C  tr i p.  

Kirby McCool—Ki r b y  M c Co ol  i s  

c u r re n tl y  l i v i n g  i n  H o us to n  w h e re

s h e  d e d i c ates  m os t  o f  h e r  ti m e  a n d

e n e rg y  to w a rd s  h e r  tw o  ch i l d re n .

Ki r b y  s ta r te d  at  P os t  O ak  w h e n  s h e

w as  o n l y  18  m o n th s  a n d  c o n ti n ue d

h e re  th ro u gh  8 t h g rad e.  B eca us e  of

h e r  ex p e r i e n c e  s h e  h as  i n c o rp o rate d

M o n tess o r i  v al ues  i n to  th e  l i v es  o f

h e r  o w n  ch i l d re n .  

Class of 1995

Masoud Darvishi—M as o ud  D a r v i s h i

g ra d uate d  fro m  th e  So u th  Texas  Col -

l e g e  o f  L a w  i n  2 0 0 8  af te r  c o m pl e ti n g

h i s  u n d e rg ra d  at  th e  Un i v e rs i ty  o f

Texas.  H e  i s  c u r re n tl y  p ra c ti c i n g  l a w

at  a  f i r m  h e re  i n  H o us to n .  H e  h as  

re c e n tl y  tak e n  a n  i n te res t  i n  c y cl i n g.

Class of 1997

Caroline Sharp—Ca rol i n e  c o n ti n ues

to  b ra n ch  o u t  i n to  m ul ti pl e  a re as  o f

e n d e a v o r.  Sh e  h as  a c te d  o n  s tag e,  i n  

a  w e b  s e r i es,  a n d  i s  a  m e m b e r  o f  th e

Sc ree n  Ac to rs  G u il d .  Sh e  is  reco rd i n g

a ud i o  b o o k s,  a n d  h as  g o tte n  i n v ol v e d

i n  th e  g rap h i c  n o v el  w o rl d .

Philip Storey— I  j us t  f i n i s h e d  a n

i n te r n  y e a r  i n  i n te r n al  m e d i c i n e  at

Kaiser San Francisco and have started

a n  o p h th al m ol o g y  res i d e n c y  at  US C

i n  L os  An g el es.  

Class of 1999

Justin Boyar—Jus ti n  l i ves  i n  P a n a m a ,

a n d  i s  c u r re n tl y  w o rk i n g  fo r  a n  

i n te r n ati o n al  c o m m e rc i al  re al  es tate

c o m p a n y  as  a  s e n i o r  c o n s ul ta n t.  H e’s

f l ue n t  i n  S p a n i s h ,  a n d  sp e n d s  m uch

of his time traveling in South Amer ica

to  G u y a n a  a n d  Col u m b i a  fo r  w o rk .

Class of 2001

Amelinda Melanson Hendrickx—
Am el i n d a  i s  w o rk i n g  as  a  m e ch a n i c al

e n g i n e e r  at  A ag a rd  i n  Al exa n d r i a ,

M N.  Foll o w i n g  h e r  w e d d i n g  l as t  Se p -

te m b e r,  s h e  a n d  h e r  h us b a n d ,  Jak e

H e n d r i ck x,  m o v e d  to  a  c o u n tr y  h o us e

o n  14  a c res  o f  r i v e r  fro n t  p ro p e r ty

outs ide of  Fergus Falls,  MN. Her grow -

i n g  ex p e r ti s e  w i th  g a rd e n i n g  h as  l e d

to  m o re  a n d  m o re  fo o d  p res e r v ati o n ,

fro m  ja m s  a n d  jell i es  to  s a uc e  a n d

s al s a ,  a n d  c a n n e d  v e g e ta bl es.  Sh e

a n d  Jak e  h a ve  als o  b eco m e  ve r y  ac ti ve

in the rental house business,  acquiring

5  h o us es  i n  l ess  th a n  2  yea rs,  re n o vat  -

i n g  th e m  a n d  re n ti n g  th e m  o u t.

Abbie Kamin—Ab b i e  re c e n tl y  g ra d u-

ate d  fro m  th e  Am e r i c a n  Un i v e rs i ty

Was h i n g to n  Coll e g e  o f  L a w  i n  M a y.

Sh e  i s  b a ck  i n  H o us to n ,  a n d  h as  b e e n

s tud y i n g  fo r  h e r  up c o m i n g  B a r  E xa m

as  w ell  as  d o i n g  s o m e  exc i ti n g  w o rk

fo r  th e  We n d y  D a v i s  Ca m p a i g n .

Class of 2002

Sam Geer— I  c u r re n tl y  d o  fre el a n c e

w o rk  i n  th e  re al m  o f  f i l m  p ro d uc ti o n .

M os t  o f  m y  w o rk  o f  l ate  h as  b e e n  as  a

p ro d uc ti o n  ass i s ta n t  o n  a  v a r i e ty  o f

p roje c ts  fro m  s h o r t  f i l m s  to  a  p i l o t

fo r  a n  N B C  T V  s h o w  th at  u nfo r tu-

n atel y  d i d n’ t  g e t  p i ck e d  up  to  b e  a

full  s e r i es.  I  al s o  h a v e  b e e n  d o i n g  

i ll us trati o n  a n d  p os te r  d es i g n s  fo r

c o n c e r ts  h e re  i n  L os  An g el es  as  w ell

as  L i te ra r y  R e a d i n gs  th at  a  fr i e n d  o f

m i n e  h os ts  e v e r y  m o n th ,  w h i ch  h as

b e e n  a  n i c e  w a y  to  f l ex  a  d if fe re n t  s e t

o f  c re ati v e  m us cl es  th a n  I  g e t  to  us e

i n  th e  f i l m  w o rl d .

M y  re al  l a b o r  o f  l o v e  o v e r  th e  l as t

y e a r  h as  b e e n  w o rk i n g  o n  a  s c re e n -

pl a y  fo r  a  fe atu re  f i l m  th at  I  pl a n  to

d i re c t.  In  M a y  I  s u b m i tte d  th e  s c r i p t

a n d  a n  ap pl i c ati o n  to  b o th  th e  Su n -

d a n c e  F i l m  In s ti tu te’s  Sc re e n w r i te r’s

L a b  as  w ell  as  th e  F i l m  In d e p e n d e n t

Sc re e n w r i te r’s  L a b  h e re  i n  L os  An g e-

les.  I f  I  am accepted to e i ther p ro g ram

i t  w i ll  b e  a n  exc i ti n g  o p p o r tu n i ty  to

f i n ess e  m y  s c r i p t  u n d e r  th e  m e n to r-

s h i p  o f  es ta bl i s h e d  p ro fess i o n al s  i n

th e  i n d us tr y.  

In  th e  m e a n ti m e,  I  a m  w o rk i n g  w i th

fell o w  P O S  al u m n i  Jo n ath a n  Wa rd  to

p u t  to g e th e r  a  b ud g e t  a n d  a  b us i n ess

pl a n  fo r  ra i s i n g  m o n e y  to  s h o o t  th e

f i l m .  We’ re  pl a n n i n g  to  b e g i n  th e

fu n d ra i s i n g  p ro c ess  i n  th e  fall .

T h e  o th e r  exc i ti n g  b i t  o f  n e ws  i n  m y

p e rs o n al  l ife  i s  th at  I  re c e n tl y  g o t  

e n g ag e d  to  Ca el i n  W h i te,  a  fell o w

H o us to n i a n  w h o  I  f i rs t  m e t  i n  h i gh

s ch o ol .  We’ re  exc i te d  to  g e t  s ta r te d

pl a n n i n g  o u r  w e d d i n g  a n d  l o o k i n g

fo r w a rd  to  w h at  th e  fu tu re  h ol d s  i n

s to re  fo r  us  o u t  h e re  i n  Cal ifo r n i a .

Nick Hetherington— I  a m  w i th  th e

L o n gh o r n  Ne tw o rk  a n d  w as  re c e n tl y

p ro m o te d  to  Ass o c i ate  P ro d uc e r.  We

a re  exc i te d  fo r  th i s  y e a r’s  fo o tb all

s e as o n  w i th  th e  n e w  c o a ch i n g  re g i m e ;

w e  s ta r te d  c o v e rag e  at  th e  f i rs t  fo o t-

b all  p ra c ti c e  Au g us t  4 t h .  I  tra v el e d  

to  Sa n  M i g uel  d e  All e n d e  w i th  m y

fa m i l y  fo r  a n  8 - d a y  v a c ati o n  o v e r  th e

s u m m e r.  M y  fa m i l y  h as  b e e n  c o m i n g

to  th i s  c i ty  fo r  o v e r  2 0  y e a rs;  i t  tr ul y

i s  o u r  h o m e  a w a y  fro m  h o m e.  



Class of 2003

Sam Boyar—Sa m  B o y a r  i s  p u rs u i n g

a n  e n e rg y -fo c us e d  M B A  at  th e  R i c e

Un i v e rs i ty  Jo n es  G ra d uate  Sch o ol  o f

B us i n ess.  Sa m  i n te r n e d  o v e r  th e  

s u m m e r  at  Co n o c o P h i ll i ps,  w h e re  h e

e v al uate d  gl o b al  c o m p a n y  ass e ts  i n

th e  In v es tm e n t  Ap p ra i s al  g ro up.  Sa m

sp e n t  m o re  th a n  tw o  y e a rs  i n  th e  o i l

p atch es  o f  E as t  Texas  as  a  w ell -s i te

g e ol o g i s t  af te r  g ra d uati n g  fro m  th e

Uni vers ity of  Texas’s Geology program

a n d  h as  n o w  tu r n e d  h i s  atte n ti o n  to

l e a r n i n g  th e  b us i n ess  s i d e  o f  th e  o i l

a n d  g as  i n d us tr y.

Brittany Fondren— I’ m  s ti ll  w o rk i n g

at  Co r n e rs to n e,  w h i ch  i s  g o i n g  w ell .  

I  h a v e  s ta r te d  w r i ti n g  g ra n t  re q ues ts

i n  a d d i ti o n  to  m y  o th e r  resp o n s i b i l i -

ti es.  I  h a v e  n o t  tra v el e d  re c e n tl y  b u t

th e re  m a y  b e  s o m e  tr i ps  c o m i n g  up  i n

m y  fu tu re,  p oss i bl y  to  G e r m a n y  a n d

th e  Cze ch  R e p u bl i c .  I’ m  al s o  l o o k i n g

i n to  g o i n g  to  g ra d  s ch o ol  fo r  m y  

M as te rs  i n  P u bl i c  H e al th .  I  h a v e  n o t

p e r fo r m e d  o r  p u bl i s h e d  a n y th i n g,  

al th o u gh  I  d i d  w r i te  a n d  re c o rd  a

s o n g  fo r  fu n .  I  al s o  ra n  th e  H o us to n

maratho n in Januar y and ha ve s ig ned

up  to  r u n  i t  ag a i n  n ex t  y e a r.  

William Wawro—Af te r  g ra d uati n g

fro m  S y ra c us e  Un i vers i ty in 2011,

William Wa wro mo ved to Los Angeles

where he is now working as  a  p os t- p ro -

d uc ti o n  e d i to r.  So m e  o f  h i s  p roje c ts

i n cl ud e  a c ti n g  as  l e a d  e d i to r  o n

F ull s c re e n’s  c o v e r  o f  Ne-Yo’s  “So  S i ck”

b y  M a x  Sch n i e d e r  a n d  Sa m  Ts u i  as

w ell  as  e d i te i n g  th e  m us i c  v i d e o  fo r

“S ti ll  i n  L o v e”  b y  D e v o n  Ja m es.

Class of 2004

Will Duin—Wi ll  D u i n  i s  l i v i n g  i n

C h a rl es to n ,  S C .  H e  rece n tl y  b o u gh t  a

n e w  h o us e,  a n d  l i k es to  sp e n d  h is  ti m e

f is h i n g.  H is  fa vo r i te m e m o r y  o f  P os t

O ak  i s  pl a y i n g  sp o r ts  w i th  Co a ch

T uck e r.  H e  b el i e v es  th at  M o n tess o r i

g o es  i n to  m uch  fu r th e r  d e ta i l  i n  th e

c u r r i c ul u m  b eca us e  of  th e  o n e- o n - o n e

i n te ra c ti o n  th e  te a ch e rs  h a v e  w i th

th e  s tud e n ts.

Jennie Kamin— I  re c e n tl y  m o v e d  to

L os  An g el es  fro m  Ne w  O rl e a n s  i n  

fu r th e r  p u rs u i t  o f  a  c a re e r  i n  a c ti n g/

f i l m m ak i n g.  As  a  res ul t  o f  ta x  i n c e n -

ti v es,  L o u i s i a n a  i s  h o m e  to  a  b o o m i n g

fil m eco no my. T his  last  year,  I  wo rked

o n  s o m e  g re at  p roje c ts,  i n cl ud i n g

“Ar ti s ts  D i e  B es t  i n  B l a ck”  w i th  

M al c ol m  M c D o w ell .  

M y  P os t  O ak  e d uc ati o n  d e f i n i tel y

c o n tr i b u te d  to  th e  s h ap i n g  o f  m y  

d es i re  to  p u rs ue  a  c a re e r  i n  b o th  a

c re ati v e  f i el d  a n d  o n e  th at  exc i tes

m e.  In  m y  ex p e r i e n c e,  o u r  te a ch e rs

c re ate d  e n v i ro n m e n ts  w h e re  w e  w e re

e n c o u rag e d  to  ex pl o re  o u r  i n te res ts

a n d  to  tak e  o w n e rs h i p  o v e r  o u r  w o rk .

Fo r much of  L o wer and Upper Elemen -

ta r y,  m y  te a ch e rs  e n c o u rag e d  m e  to

wr i te  and direct  my o wn mater ial  and

i n cl ud e  m y  cl ass  i n  th e  p ro d uc ti o n  

o f  m y  s to r y.  I t’s  n o t  s u rp r i s i n g  th at  

s e v e ral  o th e r  P O S  al u m s  a re  c u r-

re n tl y  w o rk i n g  i n  th e  f i l m  i n d us tr y.  

Christina Moser—Fo r  th e  l as t  tw o

years I’ ve  been li v ing in Austin,  TX

a n d  w o rk i n g  as  a  g rap h i c  d es i g n e r.

M y  f i rs t  jo b  af te r  g ra d uati n g  c oll e g e

w as  as  a  p ro d uc ti o n  a r ti s t  at  a n  a d

ag e n c y,  b u t  fo r  th e  l as t  y e a r  o r  s o  I

h a v e  b e e n  w o rk i n g  o n  m y  o w n  as  a

fre el a n c e  g rap h i c  d es i g n e r.  L as t  

w i n te r,  s o m e  fr i e n d s  a n d  I  s ta r te d  a

d ra w i n g  c oll e c ti v e  c all e d  We e ekl y  as

a  c re ati v e  o u tl e t,  a n d  e v e r y  w e ek

e a ch  o f  us  c re ates  a n  i m ag e  to  p os t  

to  In s tag ra m  ( @ w e e ekl y ) .  M y  n ex t

ad ve n tu re  was  p i ck i n g  up  a n d  m o v i n g

to  I th a c a ,  NY  th i s  p as t  Au g us t,  w h e re

I  a m  re a d y  to  tak e  o n  n e w  ch all e n g es

a n d  ex p e r i e n c es.  

Bethany Sharp—B e th a n y  g ra d uate d

fro m  B os to n  Un i ve rs i ty  l as t  yea r,  a n d

i s  n o w  w o rk i n g  as  a  g rap h i c  a r ti s t  fo r

S i m pl e  T r u th  i n  C h i c ag o,  I L .  Sh e  al s o

s i n gs  w i th  a n  A  Cap ell a  g ro up,  w h i ch

includes writing and arranging music,

as  w ell  as  p e r fo r m i n g  i n  v a r i o us  

c o n c e r ts  a n d  c o m p e ti ti o n s.  B e th a n y

tre as u res  h e r  m e m o r i es  fro m  B l a ck-

w o o d  a n d  b el i e v es  P os t  O ak  fos te re d

h e r  i n d e p e n d e n c e.  Sh e  s a ys,  “ In  a

M o n tess o r i  Sch o ol ,  a  s tud e n t  h as  to

ch o os e  w h at  w o rk  to  d o  a n d  us e  ti m e

m a n ag e m e n t  to  g e t  e v e r y th i n g  d o n e.”  

Class of 2005

Allison Bereswill—All i s o n  B e res w i ll

o b ta i n e d  h e r  M as te rs  i n  A c c o u n ti n g

at  So u th e r n  M e th o d i s t  Un i v e rs i ty.

Sh e  i s  w o rk i n g  as  a  C PA ,  a n d  i s

th a n kful  to  th e  M o n tess o r i  n u m b e r

ch a i n s.  

Rebecca Bereswill—B e ck y  i s  atte n d -

i n g  th e  Un i v e rs i ty  o f  M i ch i g a n  a n d

i n te r n e d  i n  Ne w  Yo rk  Ci ty  th i s  p as t

summer. Becky has long been pursuing

h e r  p ass i o n  i n  f i g u re  s k ati n g  a n d  i s

th a n kful  to  P os t  O ak  m i d dl e  s ch o ol

fo r  b e i n g  s o  c o o p e rati v e  w i th  h e r  

f i g u re  s k ati n g  s ch e d ul e.  Sh e  i s  c o nf i -

d e n t  th at  i t  h el p e d  h e r  to  g e t  w h e re

s h e  i s  to d a y.  B e ck y  i s  th e  s k ati n g  p e r-

fo r m e r  a c ti n g  as  El s a  fo r  D i s n e y’s  o n

I c e  “ F ro ze n”.  Sh e  i s  th e  f i rs t  p e rs o n

to  pl a y  th i s  ch a ra c te r.  T h e  to u r  b e g a n

i n  Se p te m b e r  w i th  p e r fo r m i n g  d ates

i n  H o us to n  o n  Ap r i l  1 5-2 0,  2 01 5 .  

Class of 2006

Michael Harvey—I  recen tly g raduated

fro m  No tre  D a m e,  a n d  I  s ta r te d  w o rk

fo r  J PM o rg a n  C h as e  as  a  Co m m e rc i al

B a n k i n g  Cre d i t  An al ys t  i n  J u n e.  I

w as  i n  C h i c ag o  th i s  p as t  s u m m e r  fo r

c re d i t  tra i n i n g,  b u t  re tu r n e d  to

H o us to n  to  s ta r t  w o rk  full - ti m e.  

Stephanie Styles—Stephanie graduated

s u m m a  c u m  l a ud e  fro m  T h e  Un i v e r-

s i ty  o f  M i ch i g a n  w i th  a  B. F. A .  i n  

M us i c al  T h e atre.  D u r i n g  h e r  l as t

s e m es te r,  s h e  p e r fo r m e d  i n  c o n c e r ts

at  Jazz  at  L i n c ol n  Ce n te r  i n  NYC  a n d

at the Kennedy Cen ter in Washingto n,

D.C .  Sh e  f i l m e d  h e r  f i rs t  fe atu re  f i l m

“ T h e  Su b m a r i n e  Ki d”  i n  Ap r i l  i n  L . A .

a n d  h e r  v o i c e  c a n  b e  h e a rd  i n  s e v e ral

national radio commercials for AT& T.

Sh e  i s  c u r re n tl y  res i d i n g  i n  NYC  a n d



p e r fo r m e d  i n  “G re as e”  at  T h e  M u n y

i n  S t.  L o u i s  th i s  p as t  s u m m e r.

Chris Wawro
C h r i s  g ra d uate d  fro m  S t.  E d w a rd s  i n

Aus ti n  e a rl i e r  th i s  y e a r.  H e  i s  n o w  

atte n d i n g  th e  Un i v e rs i ty  o f  Texas  to

p u rs ue  a  M as te rs  i n  A c c o u n ti n g.  

Class of 2007

Joe Anthony Martinez—Jo e  An th o n y

i s  a  j u n i o r  at  Ca r n e g i e  M ell o n .  H e  i s

sp e n d i n g  a  s e m es te r  i n  Was h i n g to n ,

D.C .  to  l e a r n  a b o u t  i n te r n ati o n al  p ol -

i tics.  He has a unified do uble majo r in

ps y ch ol o g y  a n d  b i ol o g y.  Jo e  An th o n y

h as  th e  l o n g  te r m  g o al  o f  b e c o m i n g  a

res e a rch  s c i e n ti s t  a n d  p ro fess o r.  H i s

P os t  O ak  tr i p  to  D.C .  a n d  v i s i t  to  th e

Nati o n al  Arch i v es  i n sp i re d  h i s  

s e m es te r  a b ro a d .  H e  b el i e v es  th at

P os t  O ak  h el p e d  h i m  to  full y  u n d e r-

s ta n d  th e  i m p o r ta n c e  o f  e d uc ati o n .  

Class of 2008

Thomas Harvey—L as t  s e m es te r  I

s tud i e d  i n  Was h i n g to n ,  D C  w h i l e  

i n te r n i n g  i n  th e  p e rs o n al  o f f i c e  o f

C h a i r m a n  M i ch a el  M c Ca ul .  T h i s

s u m m e r,  I  a m  i n te r n i n g  w i th  th e

H o us e  Co m m i tte e  o n  Fo re i g n  Af fa i rs.

I  h a v e  re tu r n e d  to  No tre  D a m e  fo r

th e  fall  s e m es te r  w h e re  I  a m  s tud y i n g

P ol i ti c al  Sc i e n c e  a n d  P e a c e  S tud i es

b e fo re  I  h e a d  o f f  to  L o n d o n  i n  th e

sp r i n g  to  s tud y  a b ro a d  ag a i n .

Lou Posada— I  a m  c u r re n tl y  a  j u n i o r

at  th e  Un i v e rs i ty  o f  Texas  at  Aus ti n

s tud y i n g  C h e m i c al  En g i n e e r i n g  w i th

a focus in Cell and Tissue Engineering.

I  re c e n tl y  f i n i s h e d  a  m i c ro g ra v i ty  

res ea rch  p rojec t  w i th  NASA .  T h e  tea m

I  w as  a  p a r t  o f  l o o k e d  at  h o w  w ate r

fre ezes  i n  ze ro  g ra v i ty  i n  o rd e r  to  

d es i g n  a n d  i m pl e m e n t  a  s up pl e m e n tal

h e at  reje c ti o n  s ys te m  th at  i s  w ate r-

b as e d  fo r  th e  n ex t  g e n e rati o n  o f

sp a c e c raf t.  

T h i s  p as t  s u m m e r  I  to o k  a  c o upl e  o f

cl ass es  at  th e  Un i v e rs i ty  o f  Ho usto n

and did so me shado w ing w i th a  p ul -

m o n ol o g i s t  at  M D  An d e rs o n .  In  e a rl y

Au g us t  I  h e a d e d  b a ck  to  Aus ti n  to

s ta r t  wo rk i n g  i n  a  res ea rch  l ab  at  U T.

M y  l o n g  te r m  g o al  is  to  g o  to  g rad uate

s ch o ol ,  e i th e r  to  s tud y  m e d i c i n e  o r

c o n ti n u i n g  w i th  c ell  a n d  ti ss ue  e n g i -

n e e r i n g  o r  b o th  b y  ap pl y i n g  to  a n

M. D. / P h D  p ro g ra m .  I’ v e  ap pl i e d  to  b e

p a r t  o f  a  b i k e  te a m  at  U T  th at  r i d es

fro m  Aus ti n ,  Texas  to  An ch o rag e,  A K

to  ra i s e  m o n e y  fo r  c a n c e r  res e a rch .  

P os t  O ak  h el p e d  m e  fos te r  a n  

ap p re c i ati o n  fo r  th e  “ b i g  p i c tu re”.  

As  M o n tess o r i  s tud e n ts  w e  a re  a bl e  to

m ak e  c o n n e c ti o n s  b e tw e e n  w h at  w e

l e a r n  i n  cl ass  a n d  h o w  th at  ap pl i es  to

th e  re al  w o rl d  a n d  us e  w h at  w e  l e a r n

to  m ak e  th e  w o rl d  a  b e tte r  pl a c e.  

Nikhil Schneider—N i k h i l  i s  a  j u n i o r

at  Un i v e rs i ty  o f  H o us to n  w h e re  h e  i s

m ajo r i n g  i n  En v i ro n m e n tal  Sc i e n c e

a n d  c o n ti n ues  to  p a r ti c i p ate  i n  th e

H o n o rs  Coll e g e.  H e  i s  w o rk i n g  fo r  th e

U H  O u td o o r  P ro g ra m  a n d  pl a n s  to

tak e  m o re  o f  a  l e a d e rs h i p  rol e  th e re

n ex t  y e a r,  l e a d i n g  b i c y cl e  r i d es  a n d

cl i m b i n g  e v e n ts.  H e  ro d e  th e  M S1 50

this past spring for the first time since

b e i n g  a  p a r t  o f  th e  P os t  O ak  P e d al e rs.  

N i k h i l  sp e n t  th e  s u m m e r  i n  th e

Aus ti n  a rea ,  l i v i n g  w i th  h is  u n cl e  a n d

l e a r n i n g  to  m ak e  In d i a n  fo o d  w i th

h i s  g ra n d m o th e r.  H e  w as  e m pl o y e d  

as  a  l ife g ua rd  th ro u gh  th e  l o c al

re c re ati o n al  c e n te r  a n d  c o n n e c te d

w i th  fr i e n d s  fro m  P O S  as  w ell  as  h i s

fo r m e r  ch i l d h o o d  s ch o ol ,  Co m m u n i ty

M o n tess o r i  Sch o ol —s o m e  o f  w h o m  h e

h a d  n o t  s e e n  s i n c e  h e  w as  9  y e a rs  ol d .

N i k h i l  e njo y e d  re d i s c o v e r i n g  h i s  

fo r m e r  h o m e to w n  a n d  ap p re c i ati n g

all  o f  th e  o u td o o r  a c ti v i ti es  th at

Aus ti n  h as  to  o f fe r  ( esp e c i all y  ro ck

cl i m b i n g ) .

Class of 2009

Joshua Brenner— I  s ta r te d  m y  s o p h o -

m o re  y e a r  as  a  b i ol o g y/pl a n  I I  d o u bl e

m ajo r  at  U T  Aus ti n .  I’ v e  b e e n  w r i ti n g

fo r  th e  s ch o ol  h u m o r  p u bl i c ati o n ,  th e

Tex a s  T rave s ty ,  a n d  w o rk i n g  i n  a n

R NA  s eq ue n c i n g  l ab  i n  my  sp a re  ti m e.

Natalie Wade—Cu r re n tl y  I  atte n d

Col o ra d o  Coll e g e  a n d  m ajo r  i n  ch e m -

i s tr y  w i th  a  gl o b al  h e al th  m i n o r.  I

h o p e  to  b e  a  d o c to r.  I  l o v e  h i k i n g  a n d

sp e n d i n g  ti m e  w i th  m y  fr i e n d s,  a n d

n ex t  s u m m e r  I  pl a n  to  sp e n d  a  s e m es-

te r  a b ro a d  i n  S p a i n .  

Class of 2010

Karis Barker—Kar is  g raduated Mag na

Cu m  L a ud e  fro m  E p i s c o p al  H i gh

Sch o ol  l as t  M a y,  a n d  i s  c u r re n tl y  a

fres h m a n  at  U C  Ir v i n e  w h e re  s h e  i s

s tud y i n g  B i ol o g i c al  s c i e n c es.  Sh e  i s

fo c us e d  o n  a c cl i m ati n g  to  c oll e g e,

a n d  fe el s  th at  th e  i n d e p e n d e n c e,

p u n c tual i ty,  a n d  ti m e  m a n ag e m e n t

s k i ll s  s h e  atta i n e d  fro m  P os t  O ak  w i ll

u n d o u b te dl y  h el p  h e r  i n  th at  p ro c ess.  

Amelia Eskridge—Am el i a  s ta r te d  at

S M U  th i s  fall .  Sh e  w as  al s o  a d m i tte d

to  T r i n i ty,  El o n ,  L afa y e tte,  P e p p e r-

d i n e,  R h o d es,  a n d  Sa n ta  C l a ra .  Sh e

ch os e  S M U  to  atte n d  th e  L yl e  Sch o ol

o f  En g i n e e r i n g,  w h i ch  o f fe rs  a  p ro -

g ra m  u n d e r  w h i ch  s h e  w i ll  al s o  f i n i s h

w i th  a n  M B A .  T i m e  p e r m i tti n g,  s h e’d

l i k e  to  m i n o r  i n  S p a n i s h  a n d  Vo i c e,

tw o  p ass i o n s  s h e  h as  h a d  s i n c e  h e r

d a ys  at  P os t  O ak .  Sh e  h as  atte n d e d

S p a n i s h  cl ass es  e v e r y  y e a r  s i n c e  

Infa n t  Co m m u n i ty,  a n d  s i n g i n g  w as

a  b i g  p a r t  o f  h e r  h i gh  s ch o ol  l ife.  Sh e

w as  s el e c te d  a  s o p ra n o  i n  th e  All -

S tate  C h o i r,  a n d  p e r fo r m e d  i n  m a n y

m us i c al  th e ate r  p e r fo r m a n c es,  

i n cl ud i n g  “ T h e  So u n d  o f  M us i c”  

a n d  “Sh rek .”

Avery Peters— I  re c e n tl y  g ra d uate d

Su m m a  Cu m  L a ud e  fro m  E p i s c o p al

H i gh  Sch o ol ,  a n d  I’ m  exc i te d  to  at-

te n d  th e  Un i v e rs i ty  o f  R i ch m o n d  th i s

fall .  I  a m  s ti ll  u n s u re  w h at  I  w i ll  b e

majo r ing in,  b ut I  am leaning to wards

P ol i ti c al  Sc i e n c e  o r  In te r n ati o n al

S tud i es.  T h i s  p as t  y e a r  I  w as  a  m e m -

b e r  o f  Nati o n al  H o n o r  So c i e ty,  a

m e m b e r  o f  th e  S tud e n t  Se n ate,  a n d  a

S tud e n ts  o f  Se r v i c e  ( S.O.S )  p roje c t

l e a d e r.  I  a m  l o o k i n g  fo r w a rd  to  m e e t-



i n g  n e w  p e o pl e  i n  c oll e g e,  a n d  l i v i n g

i n  a  pl a c e  w h e re  i t  w i ll  s n o w  i n  th e

w i n te r!  

O n e  o f  m y  fa v o r i te  P os t  O ak  m e m o -

r ies is  the time we would spend getting

re a d y  fo r  Ci n c o  d e  M a y o,  a n d  h o w

e v e r y  y e a r  th e  d a n c es  w o ul d  g e t  a  

l i ttl e  m o re  a d v a n c e d .  P os t  O ak  re all y

ta u gh t  m e  h o w  to  us e  m y  ti m e  w i s el y

a n d  g e t  e v e r y th i n g  d o n e,  w h i l e  s ti ll

b e i n g  a bl e  to  sp e n d  ti m e  o n  p e rs o n al

i n te res ts  a n d  h o b b i es.  

Daniel Sanders—D a n i el  g ra d uate d

fro m  S t.  T h o m as  H i gh  Sch o ol  i n  M a y.

H e  i s  w o rk i n g  fo r  a  b u i l d e r  o f  l a rg e

ap a r tm e n t  c o m pl exes  a n d  b e g a n

s ch o ol  at  Texas  S tate  Un i v e rs i ty  i n

Sa n  M a rc os  i n  Au g us t.

John Henry Styles—John Henr y Styles

i s  a  fres h m a n  at  S ta nfo rd  Un i v e rs i ty,

a n d  i s  pl a n n i n g  o n  s tud y i n g  En v i ro n -

m e n tal  En g i n e e r i n g.  H e  w as  re c e n tl y

s el e c te d  i n  th e  36 t h ro u n d  o f  th e  M L B

d raf t  b y  th e  Was h i n g to n  Nati o n al s.

B es i d es  pl a y i n g  b as e b all ,  h e  re all y

enjo ys tra veling.  He belie ves that Post

O ak  h el p e d  i n s ti ll  th e  w o rk  e th i c  th at

h as  h el p e d  h i m  up  to  th i s  p o i n t.  

Allison Wawro— I  b e g a n  m y  f i rs t  y e a r

at  th e  Un i v e rs i ty  o f  Cal ifo r n i a  Sa n ta

B a r b a ra  i n  th e  fall .  In  th e  s h o r t  te r m

I am exc i ted abo ut getting thro ugh my

fres h m a n  y e a r  o f  c oll e g e,  b u t  i n  th e

l o n g  te r m  I  a i m  to  p u rs ue  a  P h D  i n

p h ys i cs.  I  h a v e  P os t  O ak  to  th a n k  fo r

m y  l o v e  o f  p h ys i cs.  P os t  O ak ,  u n l i k e

other traditional schools,  never s nuffs

o u t  a  ch i l d’s  i n n ate  d es i re  to  l e a r n .

B e c a us e  o f  th i s,  I  l o v e  k n o w i n g  h o w

a n d  w h y  th i n gs  h ap p e n  i n  o u r  u n i -

v e rs e.  P h ys i cs  all o ws  y o u  to  ex pl o re

a n d  l ea r n  fro m  th e  wo rl d  a ro u n d  yo u,

w h i ch ,  to  m e,  i s  th e  h e a r t  o f  e v e r y

M o n tess o r i  cl ass ro o m .  

Class of 2011

Benjamin Brenner—B e nja m i n  b e g a n

h is  s e n i o r  yea r  at  Ca r n eg i e  Va n g ua rd

H i gh  Sch o ol .  H e  i s  i n  D e b ate  a n d  

En g i n e e r i n g  cl u b,  a n d  i s  pl a n n i n g  to

ap pl y  to  R i ce,  H a r ve y  M ud d ,  Col o rad o

Sch o ol  o f  M i n es,  No r th w es te r n ,  a n d

Un i v e rs i ty  o f  Texas.  H e  sp e n t  th e

s u m m e r  w o rk i n g  i n  a  res e a rch  l a b  at

B a yl o r  Coll e g e  o f  M e d i c i n e.

Amy Pascoe—Am y  P as c o e  i s  a  s e n i o r

at  Ki n k a i d .  Sh e  h as  b e e n  m a n ag i n g

Ki n k a i d’s  D a n c e  Co m p a n y  th ro u gh -

o u t  h i gh  s ch o ol  a n d  i s  exc i te d  to  h a v e

jo ined the ir  in ter mediate le vel  dur ing

h e r  s e n i o r  y e a r.  Sh e  i s  a  m e m b e r  o f

th e  Co m m u n i ty  Se r v i c e  Co u n c i l  at

Ki n k a i d ,  a n d  i s  ch a i r i n g  th e i r  2 01 5

S p e c i al  O l y m p i cs  B o c c e  B all  To u r n a-

m e n t  w i th  h e r  fell o w  al u m n a ,  El i s e

P e te rs.  

Rachael Levy—R a ch a el  L e v y  i s  a  

s e n i o r  at  Ki n k a i d .  Sh e  i s  a  m e m b e r  o f

th e  S p a n i s h  H o n o r  So c i e ty,  a n d  w o n

a n  a w a rd  at  th e  e n d  o f  h e r  j u n i o r

y e a r  fo r  h e r  w o rk  i n  h e r  S p a n i s h

cl ass.  R a ch a el  p a r ti c i p ate d  i n  th e

I SAS  Ar ts  Fes ti v al  i n  H o us to n  a n d

w o n  a n  a w a rd  fo r  th e  s c ul p tu res  s h e

c re ate d  as  p a r t  o f  h e r  i n d e p e n d e n t

s tud y.  Sh e  w o rk e d  i n  a n  i n te r n s h i p

w i th  a  c i ty  pl a n n e r  i n  H o us to n  o v e r

th e  s u m m e r,  a  c a re e r  p ath  s h e  f i n d s

i n te res ti n g.

Emily Paul—Em i l y  P a ul ,  a  s e n i o r  at

Ki n k a i d ,  h as  d i s c o v e re d  a  p ass i o n  fo r

m e d i c i n e  w h i l e  i n  h i gh  s ch o ol .  Sh e  c o -

fo u n d e d  th e  H e al th  a n d  F i tn ess  C l u b

at  Ki n k a i d  a n d  h as  h a d  th e  o p p o r tu-

n i ty  to  s h a d o w  s e v e ral  s u rg e o n s  i n

th e  H o us to n  a re a .  P os t  O ak  ta u gh t

h e r  to  n o t  l e t  ag e  p re v e n t  h e r  fro m

p u rs u i n g  h e r  d re a m s  a n d  to  th i n k

o u ts i d e  th e  b ox.  Em i l y  h as  exc i te dl y

w el c o m e d  a n  exch a n g e  s tud e n t  fro m

F i n l a n d  th at  w i ll  c o n ti n ue  to  s ta y

w i th  h e r  d u r i n g  h e r  s e n i o r  y e a r.  

Thomas Rasor—T h o m as  i s  a  s e n i o r

at  E p i s c o p al  H i gh  Sch o ol .  H e  pl a ys

v oll e y b all  a n d  i s  a  m e m b e r  o f  ET V,  a

f i l m  a n d  v i d e o  cl u b  at  E H S.  H i s  i n -

te res ts  i n cl ud e  m o v i e m ak i n g  a n d  e c o -

n o m i cs.  H e  b el i e v es  P os t  O ak  h el p e d

p ro v i d e  h i m  w i th  g o o d  ti m e  m a n ag e-

m e n t  s k i ll s  a n d  th e  a b i l i ty  to  fa c e  o b -

s tacl es.  H is  fa vo r i te  P os t  O ak  m e m o r y

i s  th e  tr i ps  to  B l a ck w o o d ,  a n  ex p e r i -

e n c e  th at  b ro u gh t  h i s  cl ass  to g e th e r

as  a  s tro n g  te a m .  

Elise Peters—El i s e  i s  a  s e n i o r  at

Ki n k a i d  w h e re  s h e  i s  a  m e m b e r  o f  th e

F re n ch  H o n o r  So c i e ty  a n d  D a n c e

Co m p a n y.  D u r i n g  h e r  j u n i o r  y e a r,

s h e  pl a c e d  a m o n g  th e  to p  5  ra n k i n gs

i n  th e  Nati o n al  F re n ch  Co n tes t.  Sh e

al s o  atte n d e d  th e  VAS E  a r t  c o m p e ti -

ti o n  fo r  p r i n tm ak i n g  w h e re  s h e

placed in the highest  reg io nal  di v is io n

w i th  a  p e r fec t  s co re.  Sh e  als o  rece i ved

a  G ol d  Ke y  i n  p r i n tm ak i n g  fro m  th e  

re g i o n al  Sch ol as ti c  Ar t  Co m p e ti ti o n .

Al th o u gh  h e r  h o b b i es  i n cl ud e  d a n c e

a n d  v i s ual  a r ts,  s h e  i s  c u r re n tl y  

fo c us e d  o n  c oll e g e  ap pl i c ati o n s,  l o o k-

i n g  at  s ch o ol s  i n  th e  n o r th e as t.  El i s e

fe el s  as  th o u gh  P os t  O ak  h as  re all y

h el p e d  h e r  to  b e c o m e  a  l e a d e r  w i th i n

a n d  o u ts i d e  o f  th e  cl ass ro o m .  Sh e  i s  

a  m e m b e r  o f  Ki n k a i d’s  Co m m u n i ty

Se r v i c e  Co u n c i l ,  a n d  th i s  y e a r,  s h e  

i s  c o - ch a i r i n g  Ki n k a i d’s  2 01 5  S p e c i al

O l y m p i cs  B o c c e  B all  To u r n a m e n t

w i th  h e r  fell o w  P os t  o ak  al u m n a ,  

Am y  P as c o e.  

Megan Routbort—M e g a n  i s  a  s e n i o r  

at  S t.  Jo h n’s  Sch o ol .  T h i s  y e a r,  s h e

s e r ves  as  ed i to r  of  h e r  s ch o ol’s  a wa rd-

w i n n i n g  n e wsp ap e r,  T he  rev i ew .  Sh e

i s  g rate ful  fo r  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  

p u rs ue  h e r  p ass i o n  fo r  th e  w r i tte n

w o rd  a n d  to  s e r v e  h e r  s ch o ol  c o m m u-

n i ty  i n  th i s  p os i ti o n .  M e g a n  al s o  h as

c o n ti n ue d  s tud y i n g  th e  f l u te  a n d  w as

s el e c te d  as  a  p a r t  o f  th e  TP S M E A  All -

S tate  B a n d .  D esp i te  th e  tr i al s  o f  h e r

h e c ti c  l ife  as  a  s tud e n t,  h e r  l o v e  fo r

n atu re  s ti ll  pl a ys  a n  all - i m p o r ta n t

rol e  i n  h e r  l ife  as  s h e  atte m p ts  to  v is i t

all  397  n ati o n al  p a rk  s i tes.  

Devina Schneider—D e v i n a  sp e n t  h e r

s u m m e r  at  D e n al i  Nati o n al  P a rk

w o rk i n g  o n  a d d i n g  a  s w i tch b a ck  to  a

h i k i n g  tra i l .  Sh e  w as  i n v i te d  to  p a r-

ti c i p ate  w i th  th e  D e n al i  Cre w  fo r  o n e

m o n th  th ro u gh  th e  S tud e n t  Co n s e r-

v ati o n  Ass o c i ati o n  ( S C A ) .  Sh e  w as



c a m p i n g  a n d  w o rk i n g  h a rd  th ro u gh

a n  esp e c i all y  ra i n y  s e as o n .  As  a  j u n -

i o r,  D e v i n a  ra n  c ross- c o u n tr y  i n  th e

fall  fo r  E H S  a n d  w as  th e  So u th w es t

P re p a rato r y  Co nfe re n c e  ( S P C )  f i rs t

pl a c e  w i n n e r.  In  tra ck  a n d  f i el d  d u r-

i n g  th e  sp r i n g,  s h e  w o n  1s t  pl a c e  i n

th e  1 6 0 0  m e te r  ra c e  a n d  32 0 0  ra c e  at

th e  e n d - o f- th e  s e as o n  S P C  e v e n t  as

w ell .  D e v i n a  w as  o f fe re d  a  Sch ol as ti c

G ol d  Ke y  w r i ti n g  a w a rd  fo r  a  p o e m

th at  s h e  s u b m i tte d .

Jahnavi Schneider—T h i s  p as t  y e a r  I

w o n  th i rd  pl a c e  i n  th e  c ross  c o u n tr y

S P C  ch a m p i o n s h i p,  a n d  re c e i v e d  th e

best sportsmanship award in my sport.

I  w as  a w a rd e d  B es t  i n  Sh o w  fo r  a  s el f-

p o r tra i t  i n  th e  2 013  fall  s e m es te r

E H S  a r t  s h o w,  a  S i l v e r  Ke y  a w a rd  i n

th e  Sch ol as ti c  Ar t  Co m p e ti ti o n ,  a n d

s e c o n d  pl a c e  i n  th e  Un i v e rs i ty  o f

H o us to n  Ar t  Co m p e ti ti o n .  I  al s o  v ol -

u n te e re d  w i th  th e  S tud e n ts  Co n s e r-

v ati o n  Ass o c i ati o n  g ro up  th ro u gh o u t

th e  s ch o ol  y e a r.  O v e r  th e  s u m m e r  I

tra v el e d  to  Was h i n g to n  S tate  to  w o rk

w i th  th e  s a m e  p ro g ra m  a n d  w o rk e d  

at  a  v e t’s  o f f i c e  as  a  te ch n i c i a n .  

Class of 2012

Samantha Pulaski—Sa m a n th a  i s  a

j u n i o r  at  E p i s c o p al  H i gh  Sch o ol

w h e re  s h e  i s  i n v ol v e d  i n  b o th  d a n c e

a n d  c o m m u n i ty  s e r v i c e.  Sh e  i s  i n te r-

es te d  i n  p u rs u i n g  h e r  i n te res t  i n  s a i l -

i n g  s o  th at  s h e  c a n  o n e  d a y  s a i l

a ro u n d  th e  Ca r i b b e a n .  Sh e  l o v es  to

tra v el  a n d  re c e n tl y  w e n t  to  Ne w

Z e al a n d .  Sh e  attr i b u tes  h e r  ti m e  at

P os t  O ak  to  fos te r i n g  h e r  l e a d e rs h i p

q ual i ti es,  m atu r i ty,  a n d  p ass i o n  fo r

tak i n g  p a r t  i n  c o m m u n i ty  s e r v i c e.  

Class of 2013

Grace Kaplow—G ra c e  i s  i n  h e r  s o p h o -

m o re  y e a r  at  S t.  Ag n es.  Sh e  i s  g rate-

ful  P os t  O ak  ta u gh t  h e r  h o w  to  l e a r n

a n d  h o w  to  s tud y  w h i ch  h el p e d  h e r  to

m ak e  th e  H o n o r  R oll  af te r  re c e i v i n g

all  A’s  h e r  f i rs t  y e a r  o f  h i gh  s ch o ol .

Sh e  w e n t  to  c a m p  th i s  s u m m e r,  a n d  i s

s ti ll  c o n ti n u i n g  w i th  h e r  p ass i o n  fo r

i c e  s k ati n g.  

Carson Parenti—Ca rs o n  i s  a  10 t h

g ra d e r  at  Wes tch es te r  th i s  y e a r  a n d

i s  w o rk i n g  h a rd  to  atta i n  h i s  g o al  o f

b e c o m i n g  a  Nati o n al  M e r i t  Sch ol a r.

H e  asp i res  to  s o m e d a y  g e t  a  jo b  i n  

th e  s c i e n c es— esp e c i all y  p h ys i cs.  H i s

fa v o r i te  m e m o r y  o f  P os t  O ak  w as  h i s

Middle School  tr ip to  Washingto n D.C.

H e  b el i e v es  th at  P os t  O ak  ta u gh t  h i m

to  b e  o p e n  to  l e a r n i n g  w h i ch  all o w e d

fo r  g re ate r  o p p o r tu n i ti es  a n d  ex p e r i -

e n c es.  

Matthew Sanders—T h i s  s u m m e r,

M atth e w  to ok  a  tr i p  to  R i o  d e  Ja n e i ro,

B raz i l  w h e re  h e  atte n d e d  s o c c e r  c a m p

a n d  w as  fo r tu n ate  to  s e e  s e v e ral

Wo rl d  Cup  g a m es.  H e  pl a ys  s o c c e r  

fo r  A w ty  In te r n ati o n al  Sch o ol  a n d

th e  H o us to n  E x p ress.  H e  i s  i n  h i s

s o p h o m o re  y e a r  at  A w ty.

Other Alumni

Payal Chana—Payal and her husband,

M a n n y,  a re  c el e b rati n g  th e  re c e n t

b i r th  o f  th e i r  d a u gh te r,  D i a  C h a n a .

D i a  w as  b o r n  o n  J u n e  12 ,  2 014 .  In  

a d d i ti o n  to  b e i n g  a n  al u m n a ,  P a y al

i s  al s o  a  P os t  O ak  p a re n t.  H e r  s o n ,

D e v  C h a n a ,  i s  i n  P r i m a r y.

Will Geer—Wi ll  re c e n tl y  g ra d uate d

fro m  US C’s  T h o r n to n  Sch o ol  of  M us i c

w i th  a  B A  i n  M us i c  a n d  a  m i n o r  i n

Ps y ch ol o g y.  H e  i s  c u r re n tl y  l i v i n g  i n

L os  An g el es  a n d  p e r fo r m i n g  w i th  h i s

b a n d  T h e  B i g  G o n e  ( th e b i gg o n e.b a n d -

camp.com/releases,  ello.co/theb iggone)

a n d  w o rk i n g  i n  c o m m e rc i al  m us i c

p ro d uc ti o n .

Sara Llansa— I  b e g a n  a  n e w  p os i ti o n

i n  J ul y  w i th  Em e rg e- H I S D.  Em e rg e  i s

a  p ro g ra m  th at  p re p a res  tal e n te d

H I S D  s tud e n ts  fro m  u n d e rs e r v e d

c o m m u n i ti es  to  s uc c ess full y  atte n d

a n d  g ra d uate  fro m  I v y  L e ag ue  a n d

o th e r  to p  ti e r  u n i v e rs i ti es.  I  a m  a n

A c a d e m i c  P ro g ra m  M a n ag e r,  m e a n -

i n g  th at  I  a m  resp o n s i bl e  fo r  r u n n i n g

th e  Em e rg e  p ro g ra m  at  a  fe w  H I S D

s ch o ol s.  I  a m  v e r y  exc i te d  a b o u t  th i s

n e w  p os i ti o n .

Ben Sanders—Af te r  g ra d uati n g  fro m

S t.  T h o m as  H i gh  Sch o ol ,  B e n  sp e n t

th e  s u m m e r  w o rk i n g  i n  Wa rs a w,

P ol a n d .  W h i l e  th e re,  h e  tra v el e d  to

G e r m a n y,  F ra n c e,  a n d  H oll a n d .  H e

h as  b e e n  w o rk i n g  i n  c o n s tr uc ti o n

a n d  i s  c u r re n tl y  i n  h i s  s e c o n d  y e a r  

at  Texas  A& M.

Chloe Wood— I  a m  n o w  s e ttl e d  i n  th e

B a y  Are a  a n d  h a v e  o f f i c i all y  ch a n g e d

c a re e rs.  In  J ul y  I  s ta r te d  as  a n  Ass o -

c i ate  at  J u m p  Ass o c i ates,  a n  i n n o v a-

tion consultancy that helps companies

c re ate  n e w  p ro d uc ts  o r  e n te r  n e w

m a rk e ts.  T h i s  i s  m y  d re a m  jo b  at  m y

d re a m  c o m p a n y  s o  I’ m  exc i te d  a b o u t

th i s  g re at  o p p o r tu n i ty!

* * * *

To all former Post Oak students, whether

you are a graduate or only attended in

the early years, you are our alumni and

we would love to hear from you. If you

don’t see your friends, ask them to 

contact Jessica Jackson at jesssicajackson

@postoakschool.org or connect on our

website at postoakschool.org/postoak/

alumni.asp.



College Admissions
Post Oak alumni populate top colleges
and universities throughout the state,
the nation, and abroad. College 
acceptances over the past ten years 
include: 

Alfred Uni vers ity 

Amer ican Uni vers ity 

Art Institute of  Boston

Art Institute of  Chicago 

Art Institute of  Houston

Aubur n Uni vers ity

Austin College

Baylor Uni vers ity*

Belmont Uni vers ity 

Boston Uni vers ity*

Br istol  Uni vers ity 

Brooks Institute of  Photography

Brown Uni vers ity

Califor nia College of  the Arts 

Car negie Mellon Uni vers ity 

Chapman Uni vers ity 

Chr istopher Newport Uni vers ity 

Clemson Uni vers ity 

College of  Charleston*

Colorado College

Colorado School of  Mines

Columb ia Uni vers ity*

Cranbrook Academy of Art

D artmouth College*

D enison Uni vers ity

D rew Uni vers ity

D rexel  Uni vers ity

Eckerd College

Elon Uni vers ity*

Emerson College

Evergreen State College

Fashion Institute of  Technology

Fordham Uni vers ity 

Fur man Uni vers ity

Georgetown Uni vers ity

Georgia Tech

George Washington Uni vers ity*

Gettysburg College

Goucher College

Hampshire College

Ithaca College

Juniata College

Kansas Uni vers ity

Lafayette College*

Lone Star Community College

Louis iana State Uni vers ity

Loyola Uni vers ity,  New O rleans

Millsaps College

New York Uni vers ity

Northeaster n Uni vers ity*

Notre D ame Uni vers ity (Honors)

O berlin College

Oklahoma State Uni vers ity

Pepperdine Uni vers ity*

P r inceton Uni vers ity*

P urdue Uni vers ity 

R andolph College

Rhodes College*

Rice Uni vers ity 

Richmond Uni vers ity 

R ollins College

San D iego State Uni vers ity 

San Francisco Conser vatory 

of  Mus ic

Santa Clara Uni vers ity*

Sarah Lawrence College

Savannah College of  Art and D es ign 

Seton Hall  Uni vers ity 

Sewanee–T he Uni vers ity of  the South

Skidmore College

Smith College

Souther n Methodist Uni vers ity*

South wester n Uni vers ity 

Stanford Uni vers ity*

St.  Ed wards Uni vers ity 

St.  John’s College

Syracuse Uni vers ity 

Texas A&M Uni vers ity 

Texas Chr istian Uni vers ity*

Texas Chr istian Uni vers ity (Honors)

T he Citadel 

T he College of  William and Mary

T r inity Uni vers ity*

Tulane Uni vers ity*

Uni vers ity College of  London

Uni vers ity of  Alabama 

Uni vers ity of  Arkansas

Uni vers ity of  Ar izona 

Uni vers ity of  Califor nia–Ir vine*

Uni vers ity of  Califor nia–Los Angeles

Uni vers ity of  Califor nia–San D iego

Uni vers ity of  Califor nia–

Santa Barbara*

Uni vers ity of  Califor nia–Santa Clara

Uni vers ity of  Califor nia–Santa Cr uz*

Uni vers ity of  Colorado –Boulder 

Uni vers ity of  D elaware 

Uni vers ity of  Georgia

Uni vers ity of  Houston

Uni vers ity of  Houston, Cullen College 

of  Engineer ing 

Uni vers ity of  Houston (Honors)

Uni vers ity of  Indiana

Uni vers ity of  Kansas*

Uni vers ity of  Massachusetts–Amherst

Uni vers ity of  Miami*

Uni vers ity of  Michigan

Uni vers ity of  Miss iss ipp i

Uni vers ity of  New O rleans

Uni vers ity of  North Carolina*

Uni vers ity of  Notre D ame

Uni vers ity of  Oklahoma 

Uni vers ity of  Portland

Uni vers ity of  the Pacific 

Uni vers ity of  Richmond*

Uni vers ity of  St.  Andrews

Uni vers ity of  South Carolina 

Uni vers ity of  Souther n Califor nia

Uni vers ity of  Souther n Califor nia–

School of  Cinematic Arts

Uni vers ity of  Texas–Austin 

Uni vers ity of  Texas–Austin,  Plan II  

Uni vers ity of  Texas–Bus iness Honors

Uni vers ity of  Texas–San Antonio 

Uni vers ity of  Texas–Tyler 

Uni vers ity of  Tulsa*

Uni vers ity of  Ver mont

Uni vers ity of  Virginia–Richmond

U.S.  Naval Academy

Vanderb ilt  Uni vers ity*

Wake Forest Uni vers ity

Washington Uni vers ity in St.  Louis

West Po int

Wesleyan Uni vers ity

* Denotes college acceptances for 
2010 Post Oak graduates





The Post Oak School  4600 Bissonnet  Bellaire, Texas 77401  www.postoakschool.org

Thank You
T h e  P os t  O ak  Sch o ol  i s  d e e pl y  g rate-

ful  to  e v e r y o n e  w h o  c o n tr i b u te d  to

th e  s uc c ess  o f  th e  50 t h a n n i v e rs a r y

c el e b rato r y  s ch o ol  y e a r.




