New Testament Word Studies
Using Accordance Bible
Software

Mark 4:35-41



When you read the
New Testament in
English, it is important
to keep in mind that
you are not reading
the New Testament.
You are reading a
translation of the
New Testament

Papyrus

Oxy. 1354 ("P-26"), Recto ,Romans 1:1-16. Bridwell Library



Translation is tricky, and thus requires interpretation, because there is not always a word-for-word correlation
between languages. This is why it is so important to base your exegetical work on original languages, as much as
possible.



Inconceivable? Not if you use Accordance



Accordance Bible software is like a guide who can out-fence a Spaniard, bring a giant to his knees, and
even outwit a Sicilian when death is on the line!

It is available on select computers in the library and in McCord and McMiillan.



When you open Accordance, you will see text
of the default Bible version, the NRSV
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ﬂ/lark 4:35 On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go across to the other side.” 36 And leaving the crowd behind, they took \
him with them in the boat, just as he was. Other boats were with him. 37 A great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat
was already being swamped. 38 But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke him up and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that

we are perishing?” 39 He woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm. 40

He said to them, “Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?” 41 And they were filled with greatiawe and said to one another, “Who then is this, that
Qven the wind and the sea obey him?” )
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Use the search bar to enter the Bible passage you want to see, search for
particular word, change the version you are searching (for example, to a Greek

text), and limit your search to a particular book or range of books (by using the
“plus” button and selecting from a drop-down menu)
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Mark 4:35 On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go across to the other side.” 36 And leaving the crowd behind, they took
him with them in the boat, just as he was. Other boats were with him. 37 A great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat
was already being swamped. 38 But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke him up and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that
we are perishing?” 39 He woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm. 40
He said to them, “Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?” 41 And they were filled with greatiawe and said to one another, “Who then is this, that
even the wind and the sea obey him?”
AVsV AchV ABKY Mark 4:36 v

awe G5401 @Ofog phobos
@&
8

[NA28-T] @O0B0OV phobon Noun masc sing acc fear,
terror; reverence




There is also a toolbar that will allow you to open other texts in the Accordance
library, view maps and timelines, and see more information about a given word,

person, place, concept, etc. from tools such as lexicons, dictionaries, and a super-
fast, built-in concordance
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Mark 4:35 On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go across to the other side.” 36 And leaving the crowd behind, they took
him with them in the boat, just as he was. Other boats were with him. 37 A great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat
was already being swamped. 38 But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke him up and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that
we are perishing?” 39 He woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm. 40

He said to them, “Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?” 41 And they were filled with greatiawe and said to one another, “Who then is this, that

even the wind and the sea obey him?”
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Because the NRSV is coded with Strong’s numbers (i.e., each word is keyed to a
number that corresponds with the Greek or Hebrew word it is translating), you can

hover over any word, click the Instant Details button (or, “Harry Potter” lightning scar
button) and “instantly” see information about the word.

& Workspace - Accordance

- O X
File Edit Search Display Selection Amplify Utilities Window Help

[£). ﬂﬂd I@‘v /. BB ®. (a )
English Texts
NRSV with Strong’s (¥ | + 1
[ NRSV with Strong’s V] ’Qv V25388 mark 4.35-41 ‘ + @é}a
= Verse20of7 Compare El (add Parallel ¥
AA B %~ NRSV with Strong'sv ~

Mark 4:35 On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go across to the other side.” 36 And leaving the crowd behind, they took
him with them in the boat, just as he was. Other boats were with him. 37 A great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat
was already being swamped. 38 But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke him up and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that
we are perishing?” 39 He woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm. 40

He said to them, “Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?” 41 And they were filled with greatiawe and said to one another, “Who then is this, that
even the wind and the sea obey him?”
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So, for example, if you hover over the word “awe” while the instant details button is toggled, you will
see (in the instant details pane) that the word awe corresponds to the Strong’s number G5401, which

is the number for the Greek word (poBO¢, transliterated into English as “phobos;” you will also see
information about how the Greek word is used in this sentence (parsing information)
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Mark 4:35 On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go across to the other side.” 36 And leaving the crowd behind, they took
him with them in the boat, just as he was. Other boats were with him. 37 A great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat
was already being swamped. 38 But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke him up and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that
we are perishing?” 39 He woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm. 40

He said to them, “Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?” 41 And they were filled with greatiawe and said to one another, “Who then is this, that

even the wind and the sea obey him?”
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A brief word about Strong’s numbers

* James Strong was a 19" century Bible
scholar (he was professor of exegesis
at Drew for 25 years)

* He devised a systems of numbers that
correspond with Greek and Hebrew
roots, and then connected these
Ejj\;nbers with the English words in the

* So, while you do not want to use
Strong’s Concordance, since you do
not want to base your exegesis on the
KJV (because newer manuscripts have
become available since 1611, like the
Dead Sea Scrolls), Stron%’s numbering
system can still be usefu




Sort of like coordinates — they were made for
ohysical maps, but are the basis for GPS

Latitude
o

-87.62

Longitude

41.52

Altitude

127.30 reters
417.65




So, we now know that the word “awe” corresponds to the
Strong’s number G5401, which is the number for the Greek
word (poB0og, transliterated into English as “phobos;”
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Mark 4:35 On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go across to the other side.” 36 And leaving the crowd behind, they took
him with them in the boat, just as he was. Other boats were with him. 37 A great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat
was already being swamped. 38 But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke him up and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that
we are perishing?” 39 He woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm. 40

He said to them, “Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?” 41 And they were filled with greatiawe and said to one another, “Who then is this, that
even the wind and the sea obey him?”

AVsiV AChV ABYVY

Mark 4:36

awe G5401 @Ofog phobos
&

& | [NA28-T] @oPov phobon Noun masc sing acc fear,
terror; reverence




To see where else this Greek word G5401, ¢oBoc, “phobos”
occurs, right-click the word being translated (“awe”) and hover
over “search for” and then select “key word”
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This brings up a list of all the occurrences of G5401 po0¢, phobos in
the New Testament, regardless of how the word G5401 ¢pof0¢, phobos

is translated in the NRSV (so, for example in Mark 4:41, it is translated
I(aweﬂ)
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Matt. 14:26 But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And ¢
they cried out in f(ﬂar.

Matt. 28:4 For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men.

Matt. 28:8 So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples.
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You can simply copy this list (CTL+A, CTL+C) and paste it in a Word doc,
or click the graph button to see other options
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Matt. 14:26 But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And

they cried out in f#ar.
Matt. 28:4 For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men.

Matt. 28:8 So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples.
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Some options, like the Table Bar Chart, represent the information visually (so you
can see that “fear” is used frequently in 1 Peter and Jude in proportion to the overall
word count in these books). Others like the “Analysis” option show you how G5401
(poB0o¢, phobos is translated in the NRSV
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You can also limit you search to a particular book, or range of
books; click the “plus” sign next to the search bar and use the
drop-down menu (so here, | have limited the results to “Mark”
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Mark 4:41 And they were filled with greatawe and said to one another, “Who then is this, that even the wind

and the sea obey him?”
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There are two side to the word-study coin: one English word may be used to
translate multiple Greek words, and multiple English words may be used to
translate the same Greek word. Again, translation does not always involve a
one-to-one, word-to-word correlation.

Roman denarius from the reign of the emperor Tiberius Claudius Caesar Augustus Germanicus (Claudius), 41-54 CE



This is another reason to base exegesis on the Greek, but to do
that, you need to know a little bit about how Greek works




English depends on word order to establish grammatical relationships
between words. Thus,

The mah ate the fish.

means something different from

The fish ate the manh.

Man eaﬂhg shark




Unlike English, Greek does not depend on word order to establish grammatical relationships between
words. Rather, slight changes made to the word themselves indicate relationships among words (as
you might put a surerscriptl gt the end of a word to mark it as the subject and a sUPescPt 2 to mark the

object). Thus,

The man? ate the fish2.

O AVOPWITOC €payve ToOV
B0C

means the same thing as

The £ish? ate the man?. Completely clear; not at all

ambiguous. Like all things Greek ;)

TOV XOUC epaye O
AvVBOPWITOC



Even if you do not know Greek, you can use Accordance to get
useful information from the Greek text of the New Testament
by adding the Greek New Testament (NA28) as a parallel
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Notice that when you have the Greek NT (NA28) open as a parallel, if you hover
over a word in the NRSV, the corresponding work in the Greek NT is also

highlighted (you can check the instant details below to verify that you have the
right word)
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This means that you can hover over the Greek word, and use it as the
basis of your search. Like an English search, you can right click on the
word and see options for your search: Lexeme, Inflected, Root, and
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Remember that Greek expresses relationships among words in a sentence by
making changes to the words themselves (The man? ate the fish2 o* a;nqrwpoj e;fage

to,n ichu/j).
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* A “Lexeme” search ignores these
changes and looks for every
form of the selected noun, verb,
etc.

* An “Inflected” search will only
find identical forms of the word

* 3 “Tag” search will find any word
that has this same form (case,
number, gender; tense, voice,
mood, etc.)



The Lexeme search is the kind of search you will most likely be
using most often. It is essentially like the Key Number search,
without the English and numbers getting in the way ©
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You can also limit the range of results to a particular book, or range of
books, such as Mark Click the “plus” sign and then select the book(s)
you want from the drop-down menu
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Mark 4:41 xoi époprionocay @opov uéyov kui €Aeyov Tpog GAARAOVS TiC dpa 00VTOC £6TIV OTL KUl O

OVELOC KL N OOANGOO TOTOKOVEL QVTHY;
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If you want to see all forms of a word, verbs, nouns, etc., right click on
the word and select Search For > Root
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You can also limit this to Mark.
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AVELOC KU1 N OAAACOO “OTOKOVEL AVTA;

Mark 5:15 kot €pyovTon Tpoc Tov INcovv Kol OE@POVOIV TOV dUIUOVICOUEVOV KUOMUEVOV TUATICUEVOV

KO GOPPOVOUVIN, TOV E0YMKOTH TOV AEYIDVA, KOl EQOPNOMoUV.
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Notice when you do so, that there are two
hits in Mark 4:41
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Mark 4:41 kol é@opridncav @épov uéyov kol EAeyov Tpoc GAAAOVS TIC Epo 0VTOC 6TV OTL KUl O

AVELOC KU1 N OAAACOO “OTOKOVEL AVTA;

Mark 5:15 kol €pxovTol Tpog TOV INcovV Kot OEMPOVOIV TOV dUIUOVICOUEVOV KUOMUEVOV TUATICUEVOV

KO GOPPOVOUVIN, TOV E0YMKOTH TOV AEYIDVA, KOl EQOPNOMoUV.
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What is going on here?

The phrase “they were filled with . . .awe”
is the NRSV’s attempt to capture a Greek
construction éponOnoav ¢ofov

39He woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to
the sea, “Peace! Be still!” Then the wind
ceased, and there was a dead calm. 4°He said to
them, “Why are you afraid? Have you still no
faith?” 41And they were filled with great awe
and said to one another, “Who then is this, that
even the wind and the sea obey him?”



What is going on here?

The phrase “they were filled with . . .awe”
is the NRSV’s attempt to capture a Greek
construction éponOnoav ¢ofov

39He woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to
the sea, “Peace! Be still!” Then the wind
ceased, and there was a dead calm. 4°He said to
them, “Why are you afraid? Have you still no
faith?” 41And they were filled with great awe
and said to one another, “Who then is this, that
even the wind and the sea obey him?”

edpoPndnocav pofov is a “cognate accusative”
which means the verb and its object are from
the same root. Translated literally, it would
mean “they feared a fear”

39 kal 6leyepOelC EMETIUNOEY TQ) AVEUW
kal elrev T Balaoon’ ocwwna,
MedUWOoO0. KOL EKOTIAOEV O AVEHOG KOl
£VEVETO YaAnvn peyaAn. 40 kat simev
aUtolc TtL Oellol €ote; oUnw €xete
nilotwv; 4 kat eépoPribnoav doBov peyav
Kal EAeyov mpog ahAnAoug Tig apa
OUTOC €0TLV OTL KAl O AVEHOC Kall N
Oahoooa UTAKOUEL O0TM ';



Now, you might be thinking “Great. What do | actually, you know, do with all of this?”

e * The goal of these word studies is
T Ty . not just to be able to say what
b =l AN Greek words are being
translated “filled with awe” (as
cool as that is)




Now, you might be thinking “Great. What do | actually, you know, do with all of this?”

* The goal of these word studies is
not just to be able to say what
Greek words are being
translated “filled with awe” (as
cool as that is)

* What you are looking for are
connections between your
passage and other passages
based on the use of particular
Greek words, or “word clusters”




Finding connections

* Finding other passages in which
“key” Greek words, phrases, or
“clusters” of words occur can
help you see possible
connections between them.




Finding connections

* These connections can help you
better understand your passage,
as other passages shed light on
what the Evangelist intended
and how your passage might fit
into the overall narrative of the
Gospel.




So, your next step is to identify other “key” words in your passage (hint: compare versions and see
where they differ) and look these words up in the concordance as well

Mark 4:35 On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let
us go across to the other side.” 3¢ And leaving the crowd behind, they
took him with them in the boat, just as he was. Other boats were with
him. 37 A great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so
that the boat was already being swamped. 38 But he was in the stern,
asleep on the cushion; and they woke him up and said to him,
“Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” 32 He woke up and
rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” Then the wind
ceased, and there was a dead calm. 49 He said to them, “Why are you
afraid? Have you still no faith?” 4t And they were filled with great awe
and said to one another, “Who then is this, that even the wind and the
sea obey him?”
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already being swamped. 38 But he was in the stern,
asleep on the cushion; and they woke him up and
said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we are
perishing?” 39 He woke up and rebuked the wind,
and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” Then the wind
ceased, and there was a dead calm. 40 He said to
them, “Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?”
41 And they were filled with great awe and said to
one another, “Who then is this, that even the wind

and the sea obey him?”
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ToOTOC RV &V TH TpUvpvn Ml 1O
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are perishing?” 39 He woke up and rebuked
the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!”
Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead
calm. 40 He said to them, “Why are you
afraid? Have you still no faith?” 41 And they
were filled with great awe and said to one
another, “Who then is this, that even the wind

and the sea obey him?”
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g Adjective masc plur nom cowardly, afraid; vile, worthless
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Matt. 8:6 kol AEyov: °kVpie, 0 TAlC Lov PEPANTOL €V TN

O1KIQt TOPUAVTIKOC, SEWVAE PocUVILOUEVOC.

Matt. 8:26 kol A£yel a0TOlC T1° 8€1Ah0l £0TE, OALYOTLOTOL,
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KOl EYEVETO YUANVI UEYAAN.
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faith G4102 miotic pistis

ceased, and there was a dead calm. 40 He said to
them, “Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?”

41 And they were filled with great awe and said to
one another, “Who then is this, that even the wind

and the sea obey him?”

KOl EKOTOOEV O GLVELOGC KO £YEVETO
yorivn peydin. 40 ko eimev avtoic Tl
dethol éo1e; oVme® £xete miomy; 41 kol
gpopnonc oy OBov UEYOV Kol ELEYOV
TpOC GAAMLOVS Tig Gpor 0VTOC €TV BT
Kol 0 GVELOG KO M) BACGGO “HTOKOVEL

oVTOY;
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You can combine results into one search, but simply
copying and pasting: +dooc <AND> +meibw <AND>
=amoAAU L <OR> +d€0c (NB — set scope to Chapter)
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Using the graph function, you can then view a visual
representation of your compiled results. This can suggest other
chapters where you can investigate possible connections
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You can do something similar using the English text. Use
Accordance to get the Key number (Strong’s number) for each

word,
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Matt. 9:2 And just then some people were carrying a Matt. 9:2 KOl 1800 TPOGEPEPOV CALVTEH
paralyzed man lying on a bed. When Jesus saw their TOPOAVTIKOV ETL KAVNG BeBANUEVOV. Kol 16OV O
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then search for each and compile the results, or add the

key numbers to your search string to find passages

where they occur together
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Matt. 9:2 And just then some people were carrying a
paralyzed man lying on a bed. When Jesus saw their
faith, he said to the paralytic, “Take heart, son; your sins

are forgiven.”
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(Note — it might take a little tweaking; and remember: the graph is only
a way of suggesting passages that might offer fruitful comparisons, but
might lead to discoveries you might not have considered otherwise)
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For example, all three words occur in Mark 11, which might suggest a
possible connection with Jesus actions in the Temple, symbolized by
the fig tree (a connection that | certainly would not have considered

otherwise)

Yonme LIRS HEIE YCLIE . -




Accordance is a powerful tool for exegesis, but remember: it is not a silver bullet, or a miracle pill.
There are still some things that you have to do that Accordance cannot do for you (Like choose which words to study).

Nor can it substitute for your own observations and reflections, grounded in spending time with the text.



ASK (FOR HELP), AND YE SHALL RECEIVE

David Schmersal

dschmersal@austinseminary.edu

Contact us any time at libraryig@austinseminary.edu with any questions.
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