
ATLA  
Using (but not Abusing) Your Subjects 



ATLA is the most important resource for finding 
scholarly journal articles in religion and theology  



ATLA comes with built-in tools to help you 
find the scholarly journal articles you need 



ATLA is built around “controlled vocabulary” – 
standardized terms for a given subject. 



Using your (loyal) 
subjects  
 
Because ATLA is built on “controlled 
vocabulary” using subjects can be an 
effective way to limit your search results 

 



Using your (loyal) 
subjects  
 
Because ATLA is built on “controlled 
vocabulary” using subjects can be an 
effective way to limit your search results 

 

You can find the subjects 
listed under “Subject” in 

the left-hand “Refine 
Results” column  



Using your (loyal) subjects  
click “show more” to see a more extensive list of subject terms 



Using your (loyal) subjects  
click “show more” to see a more extensive list of subject terms 

Check any and all that look 
relevant to your search, 

and this will expand your 
results  



At your service 



Building bridges (using subjects) 

You can also use subject terms to help you expand your search 
and find more relevant results.  When you find a result that 
looks promising, click the article’s title to bring up its record . . . 



Each article’s record includes a list of 
subject headings.  

Clicking each of these subjects runs a 
new search. 



Let’s say you are really interested in 
comparing the Genesis flood 
narrative with other ANE flood 
stories.   





You can also plug the subject terms 
you have found into the search boxes  



And you thought The Gilgamesh Epic was epic 



Questions? Pleas for help? Want further 
instructions? 



ASK (FOR HELP), AND YE SHALL RECEIVE 

Your librarians are here to help! 
 
 

David Schmersal 
dschmersal@austinseminary.edu 

 

Contact us any time at libraryiq@austinseminary.edu with any questions. 
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