Finding and Reading E-books Online
This handout will walk you through the steps of locating an e-book and reading it online. It is generally
easiest to read e-books online, without downloading or checking out the material.
If a required course reading is available as an e-book, it is likely that your professor will have provided the
class with a link. If that is the case, you will simply need to click on the link or cut and paste it into your
browser. This will work on both a computer and your mobile device, but if you are off-campus you will
need to login with your seminary credentials.
You can also find e-books by following the instructions below:
First, log into the Portal. Once you have logged in, you will see the landing page. The right side of the page
is devoted to library resources, including the Sophi Search box, which will allow you to search all the
library resources at once. Below this is a link entitled: “Stitt Library Catalog & Research Tools.”
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Clicking on “Stitt Library Catalog and Research Tools” will take you to the library’s Research Tools page.
You can also access this page from the Austin Seminary homepage by first selecting the “Stitt Library” tab
from the top left corner of the dark blue banner, then selecting “Research Tools: Library Catalog,
Databases, Ebooks, and Journals” from the left-side navigation. By selecting the “E-books only” item from
the Find drop-down menu in the Sophi Search Box you can search all of the library’s e-book holdings by
keyword, title, or author.

After typing your keyword, title, or author into the Sophi search box and hitting Search, a results page will
open in a new tab in your browser:

Look through the results to find the book you’d like to read. To access the book online, select the “PDF Full
Text” or “EPUB Full Text” link underneath the title.
***Please note, if you are off-campus, you will be prompted to log in before you are able to view
the PDF file. Follow the instructions that your instructor has provided, or contact the library at
libraryiq@austinseminary.edu if you have any questions
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After opening the full text version of the book, you can read the material using the online viewing tools.
The tool bar at the top of the page allows you to email, save pages from the book as a PDF file. You can
use the left-side bar to navigate the table of contents, or you can flip through the book page by page using
the arrows on the bottom:

In addition to saving a chapter as a PDF from the tools menu, you can now quickly download a chapter
with a single click or export a chapter to your Google Drive account:
Download a chapter as a PDF with one click from the Table of Contents:
https://help.ebsco.com/interfaces/eBooks_Audiobooks/eBooks/eBooks_User_Guide/How_to_d
ownload_a_chapter_of_an_EBSCO_eBook_as_a_PDF
Export chapters / pages to Google Drive:
https://help.ebsco.com/interfaces/eBooks_Audiobooks/eBooks/Training_Promotion/Exporting_
EBSCO_eBooks_Pages_Google_Drive_Tutorial
For more information on finding, reading, and downloading Austin Seminary e-books, see our help page
at www.austinseminary.edu/ebooks
If you encounter any difficulty or have any questions, please contact the library at:
libraryiq@austinseminary.edu
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