Middie School

Summer Reading Packet

Includes practice for:
Main Idea and Details
Making Inferences
Summarizing
Drawing Conclusions

Compare/Contrast
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Would you like to
travel to outer space?
‘Why or why not?
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 Simply Put

{ ﬁeualhe mreepafdgrdph below. Cirql_e the Be_;t summcf)’for each aﬁicle)

Charles De Gaulle became o brigadier general early in the Second World War. When the

serman army advanced and France fell to them, he escaped to London. There he formed a French
national commitiee in exile. With this body he was able to organize the French resistance. Together
. with ofher exiled Frenchmen, De Gaulle joined the Brifish to conquer Syria.

4

a8y, Wh.ch of ﬂ;aese senfences best summarizes the article above?

2o bieig Chailes De Gaulle was known for his stubborn determination.

. “b: Charles De Gaulle wos a French general and leader during World War I1.
| * .. c. During World War I Charles De Gaulle was wounded three times and
. .. :faken prisoner by the Germans.

|

o

Erwin Rommel led the Seventh Tank Division as the Gernian forces dashed across the French
ryside on their way fo the English Channel. Because his moves were so brilliant as
Jer of the Afrika Korps.in North Africa, his friends and enemies called him the Desert Fox.
- Knowing that the Allied forces would likely atfack along the English Channel, the Germans made
Rommel responsible for-the German defense of Northern France in |944. After the invasion,
Rommel was accused by other German officers of parficipation in the attlempted assassination of
Hitler in July. In response, Erwin Rommel killed himself. W

2. Which of these sentences best summarizes the article above?

a. Rommel escaped North Africa in 1943 shortly before the Afrika Korps's de

b. Rommel was a port of the assassination plot against Adolf Hitler: N

c. Erwin Rommel was a famous German soldier who, despite his great .njilﬁdr.y accomplish-
ments, was accused of plotting Hitler’s assassination. o

Bernard Montgomery was appointed commander of the British Eighth Army in Africa. Although
the German army had earlier success there, “Monty” began the offensive at A ‘Alamayn in Egypt,
which successfully forced the German and Italian soldiers out. When Generdl Eisenhower became
supreme commander of the Allied forces, Monigomery served as the chief of the British forces. In
August of 1944, he was promoted to field marshal of Brifish and Canadian troops.

3. thchof these senterices best summarizes the arficle above?

a. Bemard Monigomery served his countyy in its war ggainst Germany and Ifaly during the
- Second World Wai. - Bt

~b. General Monigomery was an ardent supporter of General Eisenhower. ©

_ ¢ Bernard Monigomery was responsible for ridding North Africa of the German troops.
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"Ianfed a mémory free,
. neither too great

VAN A or too small.. .
“\ Yy Afreeforlife,
{\Q") ’ fo celebrate the beauty around me

N
Z .- ' ~ and o remind me.  /
g b May this free of life I have set to earth

grow roofs strongly anchored,

grow branches sirefching wude,
; to remind me often
d of a grandparent’s arms
and that loving embrace.

|. Write a summidry of the poet's message.

2. What does the poet remember?

3 What is the poet celebrating?

4. Which word is a synonym for secured?
5Wh1ch words show the poet is joyful?
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Mysx'ery of the ﬁisappeamg tunches

| Growmg up with five brothers wasn 't easy
For one thing, they have a tendency to completely
; -overw elm you—with the noise level, the sporfs
 equipment; the testing out of hew wresthng
% r downside is that nothing is just
- yours. Tt seey s like brothers belleve “what's mine
‘is mine and whot's yours is mine.”

Ir reaﬂy shouldnt have surprised me when n my
schiool lunches started disappearing from the
rangero?or each morning. Mom was 5o goed fo
us, preparing the six bag lunches each evening.
But when I'went io grab mine on Manday it wos
gone! And it was gone every. day for a week! OF
course, Mom questioned all-of the boys and each
one denied taking my lunch. It wasn't so
difficult to make andther one; but it was annoy-
ing! After a week of this, Mom had us make our
own lunches, thinking that if we packed our own
it would be redsonable to.befieve that we would
pack what we quted and not need more.

Unforiunately, fhls didn't work Besldes having
an incredible mess in the kifchen every evening

Answer the Followmg usmg complete sentences

|. Write a brsef summary oF the story. Put events in sequential order.

Ready

und huge amounfs of food going info the lunch
" bags, ming was still missing in the morning.

1o do anything, Mom finally decided to
corisult Dad. She had been frying not fo bother
him with too many problems since he had been

:WOrkmg s0 many overtime hours, but this was

gelfing increasingly frustrating. Should she
ground all the boys? Should she just give me
Iunch money2

~ As Mom told Dad about the situation at the
dinner table that night; with all of us sitling there
eating, Dad actually blushed d litfle! The boys
burst out laughing when Dad said with a little
chuckle, “Oh, weren't orie of those lunches meant
for me? 1 thought you were saving me fime by
packing mine, 100, e5pec1d||y smce I've been
leaving at five in ‘the morning.”

With the mystery of my missing lunches
solved and Mom's promise fo make Dad his own
lunch, my brothers were off the hook. That is until
my nail polish storted disappearing.

2. How doe5ﬂ1e ol feelubeuiher brothers Why do you say Hhis

3. Write another possible solufion |

"‘jhe;,mys_tery of the disappearing lunchesBe brief but complete.

4. Create ancther fife for this siory.




2, One's fears may offen seem irrational.

a. I don't like mice. I know they're just little
animals that cannot hurt me, but mice petrify
me. 1 do not recall any. incident or dream
that would cause this Eeor. I don'’t even
remember ever seeing a live mouse, except
in a pet shop. But every fime someone even
mentions that one may be in the vicinity,
climb on a chair and yell, “Mouse!” -

b. On his way to school Mark, saw the puppy.
He heard it, too, as it whined and pulled
against its choke chain. The small cocker
spaniel was shaking with.fear, its chain -
caught in the fence links, pulling tighter and:
tighter around its neck. When if saw Mairk; -
the puppy barked, but couldn’t move. So -

Mark spoke to it in & comforfing, soothing - f j

voice. He slowdy reached in fo untangle the

puppy’s chain, and gently held the litle one -
near o his chest, 1t whined and sniffled qnd' ,

cuddled cnd then reached up to lick Mark's
chin, Although he figured he'd be fate for
school, Mark knocked on apqnment-house

| doors unhl he [ound ihe puppy’s owner. The

3. Sights, tastes, or smells may trigger memories of past experiences.

old woman's gratitude did Mark’s heart
good.

. There it was again—that burning smell. It

was unlike any other odor Terry had ever
smelled—not burning leaves nor plastic; not
the stench of burnt rubber nor the reek of
singed hair; not the pungent camp fire smell,
either. No, the scent way similar to that of the
smoky mist when ... hmm ... that night when
the Norton’s old Five and Dime storé burned
to the ground downtown. What a sight that
had been, Terry mused. Boy! That must have
hqppened fifieen or twenty years ago!

o Dale siled dis he watched his baby nephew

Jackson erawl across the grassy yard. What

‘a mover! Along the back of the yard rested

an old car on cinder blocks, its tires gone.
The baby crawled toward this rusting hulk,
slowly reached for the door handle, and
pulled himself up. Suddenly the ancient car
lurched and slipped off the blocks, knocking
the startled child to the ground. The baby's

1¥5642 Surmmarizing




’"%?hat’s Going Ov? (cout,)

. “éry stirred something inside Dale. He dashed
- ~side of the car, called for help, and held the

 vehicle dloft until others dr’rivedf‘dnd removed
an thé"stfedming child. i B . o

5Wntean article or story for the following summary statement: Although people want whe ’t e |
" have, once they have it, they don't care for it anymore. Bl P
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1 you lecrned fo draw a condlusien like this:

Conclusion :

af d:fﬁcult to come by.

3 f 3 combmes .ﬁlakc a mlghty érunch when thcy snash Bl
togethcrl Demohnon derbms Wu:h, Cars ]ust dgn t .
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