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Scene 1
redonia. NY: [The sound of wind]
re ’ In the beginning there was nothing. Ac-
1993 cording to some, God said, “Let there be
" l-t 1993 ight™ and there was. And He fashioned the
; -Ii)le\:v Yodk: ~Heavens and the Earth, and He placed men
: and animals on the Earth, and after seven
Builds North ys He rcs.ted.
‘ Accofc,hng. ta others, there was a gigan-
93 Ie explosion, big bang—and from that
3 : “Cxplosion 4 life in the Universe wWis

nied. Thae creative explosion formed the
Y subscance, (he laws of the Universe,
MEEarth o r bodies,
CED!‘dillg to Cn)‘()rc‘_ [hc E:‘:rlh Wwas
¢ humap hcing‘ The Creator made her
e 2 Woman, “You will be the Mother

People,” 1, said. And the Farth s
1Y€ taday, T,

rk: Schocken

¢ soil is her fesh, the
re hey bones, the wind is her breath,
Sand grag her hair, She lives all
2:2;'\1:&“'\6 live an top of her, When-

» W€ haye 4 carthquake.

Based on legends of the North American Plains Indians.

The Crearor gathered some of her flesh
and rolled it into balls. And these balls be-
came the first creatures of the early world,
the Ancients. The Ancients were' half.
people, half-animal, Some walked on rwo
legs, some on all fours: some could fly and
others could swim, They all had the gift of
speech and lived together.

But there was g difficulty with this carly
world. The Ancients knew they had to hunt
in order 1o live, but they sometimes got
mixed up as to which creatures were food
and which were themselves, and sometimes
they ate their own people by miseale.

At last the Creator said, “Soon there
will be no more people if T let things goon
like this.” So he sent Coyote down to kill
all the monsters and other evil beings, and
to teach all of us how 1o live,

Sang: Ya no way ho vaani

Ya no way ho ya ni

Ya no way ho ya a ni

Ya no way ho ya ni

Ya no way ho ya a nj

Ya no way ho ya ni

Ya no way ho ya a nj

Ya no way ho ya ni
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Scene 2

One day Coyote was going along up the
viver and it was really hot. Coyote was fecl-
ing pregty good. He camcup 10a large rock
and said, “Grandfather Rock, T am going
to give you my fine blanket. It’s too hot,
you may have it.”

Tt was a beautiful blanket covered with
beads, porcupine quills and hummingbird
feachers that moved in the wind. He spread
the blanker over the rock and went on his
way. After a while, Coyote saw a storm ap-
proaching and thought, “Hmm. I need my
blanket.” So he went back to get it.

“Rock, Rock, I wantmy blanket back.”

And the Rock said, “No.” And Coyote
said, “Rock, I must have my blanket.” And
the Rock said, “No, no: Rocks never give
back presents. Once you give something t
a rack, you cannot rake it back.” Now Coy-
ote was very angry. He rushed up to the
Rock and snatched off the blanket.

Ya no way ho ya a ni, ya no way ho ya
ni.

Coyote had only gonea litde way when
he heard something behind him, 2 rumbling
noise. He turned around and saw Rock roll-
ing after him. Coyote ran to the people for
help but no one would help him; not the
Grizzly Bear nor the Mountain Lion or even
the Buffalo. At last Coyote came 10 the
Nighthawk people and asked them for help.

“Hide inside our lodge, Coyote, and
we will take care of this.” The Rock came
rolling up and said, “Where is Coyote?” The
Nighthawks flew straight up into the air,
dove down and chipped the Rock inrto litte
picces. Then they told Coyorte to come out
and go on his way.

Well, Coyote went down through the
valley and up to the pext hill. He turned
around and shouted to the Nighthawk

people, “Hey! Hey! Hey, you big—noscd,
weirdo birdbrains. I sure fooled you. I was
plaving 2 game with the Rock and you guys ‘ ¢
wrecked it. Idiots!” 2| A

The Nighthawks pretended they didi’e
hear Coyote. “Heyl Hey!™ [Coyote wakes fart
noises.) “Hey, you beady-eyed. bandy-legged
bug-chewers: Your mother lays eggs!”

The Nighthawk people got angry and
put Rock back together again and Rock
went rolling after Coyote. Coyorte jumped
up and ran off as fast as he could. He
jumped over a ditch, but the Rock was right
behind bim. The Rock fell on Coyote and
crushed him flat as a pancake. And Coyote
died. The Fox came up and felc very sorry:
for Coyote; after all, they had been friends.’
So Fox jumped over Coyote four times. No Lt il
sooner had he finished the fourth jump than
Coyote’s body sprang upright and began to
move. Coyote said, “Oh mas, whard you
wake me up for? I dreamt T was upriver
helping the chief’s daughter get into her
canoe!” [Coyote pzmt.r.c]

And Fox said, “Oh Coyote, you werern’
dreaming. You were dead. I just brought
you back to life. Come on Coyote, we have
to go. The Great Spirit has called us all to-
gether. There is going to be a change. The
Great Spiritis going to give us new names-
Some of us have names now, some of us
don't. Tomorrow everyone will have a pame- &
This will be your name forever, for all your &%
descendants. The first one to arrive at rl:i
Great Spirit’s lodge tomorrow morning\:l
get to choose whatever name he wants'

Well, Coyote walked around saying”

i be firse, Coyote didn' Jike his
was going to be fir y _
name, Everyone called him Trickster MG
Imirator and Old Coyote. E\fﬁ'l‘)’lwd)' 5_:"1
those names fitted him, but he wante

new name.




u big-nosed,
ed you. | was
and you guys

d they didn’;
8¢ makes fr
1andy-legged
s eggs!”
't angry and
1 and Rock
0te jumped
could. He
*k was righ,
Coyote and
wnd Coyote
very sorry
en friends.
“times. Ng
jump than
d began to
vhat'd you
s upriver
T into her

u weren’t
: broughr
, we have
us all to-
nge. The
v names.
ne of us
‘aname.
all your:
¢ ar thes

e

]
R

U or YOu 19, g, The New

Anew namer” [ M bowls.) ] will take
oncol the (yee powerful names. Yeah, like
Grizaly Bear, king of the forest, who riles
all the four-legge,fg (e flexes.) Ayel Or
liow abouy Eagle, chief of the air? Ayel O3y
Salmon, the big fish! Aye! Yeah, Those age

the hest nirises, Ull take one of those,"

So. Coyore ok two small sricks and
wedged them benveen his eyelids to Loy
his eyes open so tha he wouldn' £ asleep,
And he sat down in front of the fiye and
thaughe of all the wonderful chings he was
uoitg 16 be. Befor '_'Inng he was asleep with
fyis uyes wide open.

The next day whet thie s was high,
in rhe sky, Coyote wole up and ran over ro
the lodge of the Great Spirit, Coyote saw
that 1o one wag around and thought he yag
the first ope thére, He yelled vo the Great
Spitie, “L want to be called Grizaly Bear, king
of theé forest.” '

The Giear Spirie said, “The name of
Grizzly Beqy was taken at dawn " *“Then.m ¥
nameshall e Eagle, king of the air,™ " Eagle
W away with thae hame at sunrige,”
“Saltion?* "That name has been taken as
wel], Coyore. As a marter of faey, 4 the

Cnames Jigve been taken except for yours, No
One warited to Jye called Coyore,

Coyore looked very sad. He tucked his
il betweer, his legs and walked away, The
Tear Spirg Was touched.
“Coyore, Imitaor, you must keep yoyy
Coyore js 4 good name for you. |
ted yoy have thay name and sq |
¢yoy Sleep laze. 1 have im portant wark

; Peaple are corming,

_ﬁ }I\‘IJ be their chief"
, - The Ney, People wil] not know any-
_wh'cn they Come—nor how to dicss,
IU'u:O g, how ¢ shoot an arrow. Yo
the Wilys of li-vin;;;, r

A;‘.-'ﬁ:?/h(g e Coyose

“Buin youwillalse do foolish things oo,

way. Bur T will Bive you 4 special power,
When you die, you will always conie baclk
to life again, This will be your way, Coy.
ore, Afraid of No One. Go and do your
work wel"
Song: Hey ya-hey ya-hey o ya

Y hey ya hicy eya, ya hey e ya

Hey ya hey ya ya hey yo

Ya hey ya hey e ya

Ya hey ya hey ey, ya hey ¢ ya

Hey ya hey ya ya hey yo

Scene 3

In the beginning, the animal people |ad
10 fire, The on ly fire anywhere was on the
top of 3 high, SNOw-covered DYguntain,
where jt Was guarded by the skookums, The
skookums were three sisrers who were
wrinkled and old and really, really g1oss. The
skookums yere afraid that if the anirhal
people had any fige. they might becoime very
powerful—;; powerful as the skookums
themiselves, So the skookums wo uldn'’e give:
the fire o anyonc.

Because the animal people had e fire,
they wege always shjvctring, and they had
to cat their food ray, When Coyote came
along he found them cold and miserable,

"C-C-Coyore,” they begaed, “you must
bring us fire from the mounain or we will
d-d-d-die from 4| this é-c-c-cold.” “I will
see what I can do for you,” promised Coy-
ote.

Well, Coyore didn’t know whar o do.
He thought and thoughe, b couldn’t come
up with a plan. $o Coyote decided ro ask

his three sisters w help him. His SISLers werg
huckleberrics thar lived in hjs stomach,
They were very wiseand could rel] him whae
1o do.

and for this New Peaple will laugh a
you. You cannoy help iv. This will be your
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“Wake up, sisters!” At first Coyote’s sis-
rers were reluctant to help him. “If we tell
you what to do, you'll just say you knew it
all along.”

“No, | won’t do that. Now tell me how
to get fire from the skookums.” [Shakes head
no.) “Tell me!”

(Shakes head no.] “Tell mell All right
then, Hail, Hail, fall down from the sky!”

This made the sisters very afraid. They
cried, “Stop, don't bring the hail down.
We'll tell you what you want to know.
Go...! The skookums may be old, but
they're fast. Now, Coyote, you must hide
in the bushes until the one guarding the
fire turns to wake up her sisters. The sec-
ond she turns her back on the fire, race in
and grab ir.” .

Coyore said; “@h, well I knew that all
along.” His sisters walked back down into
his stémach and Coyote went 16 see the
animal people. He picked out the fastest
runners and had them stand in a long line
from the village all the way up to the top of
the mountain. Coyote crept in among the
bushes around the skookums’ fire and
waited.

[t was just as the huckleberries had said.

Two of the skookums were sleeping while
the third guarded the fire. Just as soon as
the wrinkled old skookum got up to call
her sisters, Coyote sprang from the bushes,
seized a burning brand of fire and ran away
a5 fast as he could. The threc skookums were
behind him in an instanc. They were so close
they were showering Coyote with snow and
ice churned up by their feet. Coyote ran
faster than he had ever run in his life. He
leaped over cracks in the ice. He rolled down
the mouncain like a snowball. But the
skookurms were right behind him, so close
that their hot breath scorched his fur.

Lt g iy

Coyote reached the weee line and Cou- 3
gar jumped out from liis hiding place. So '
Coyote passed the fire to Cougar—as Coy-
ote fell flat on his face from exhaustion.
Cougar ran through the high trees until he
met the Fox, who took the fire and ran
through the underbrush until he met Squir-
rel, who took the fire and ran up the trees,
through the branches, back down the trees
until he came to the edge of the woods.
Squirrel then gave the fire to Antelope, who
bounded across the plains.

At last he reached the river, and he
passed the fire to the frog. The frog. By now
the fire was only a little glowing coal. The
frog rook the coal and swallowed it. He dove
into the deep river. When he got to_the
other side, he found the skookums all
around him! The Frog leapt between their
legs, but he was an old frog and the
skookums caught him and tried to squeeze
the coal out of him. So Frog spat the hot
coal out onro Wood, and Wood swallowed
the coal.

The three skookums just stood there
and didn’t know what to do. None of them
could figure out a way to get fire out of
Wood. After a while they got discouraged
and left, making their way slowly back up
to their snow-covered mountaincop.

Coyore then called all the animals to-
gether, and they all gathered around the
Wood. Coyote was very wise, he knew how
to get fire out of Wood. He told the ani-
mals, “What you must do is rake owo dry:

sticks and rub them rogether. Pretty soon
Then add dry mos?
and you will haves

sparks will jump out.
and twigs to those sparks
a fire.”

From then on the people knew how ¥
get the firc out of Wood. They cooked thelf

meat, their houses were warm, an

were never cold again.
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1 around the

She reached down and took his paws into
her hands,

Slowly she danced with him, up from
the mountains; far up into the sky, over the
carth. Coyote got dizzy; his heart yeas afraid.
They swent higher into the sky; among all
the other stars, Tt was bicrer cold and silen.
None of the stars spoke. Coyote looked
down and fear filled his heart, He begged
the stars 1o rake him back to carth. When
they reached the very wp of the sky, the

star let go of Coyore,

Wey ya hiyah, wey ya hiyo

Coyote fell for thitty days and thirty
nighrs, and when he finally struck the carth,
he knocked 3 great big hole in i, whick
beecame Crater Lake,

|
t
Scene 4
i Song: Just one more kiss for the last time
f Until [ come ek
Hold me close in the beautiful mooq.-
light
Farewell sweethe e
Wey ya hiyah, wey ya hivo
Cayote loved the night.
Song: Come fram Oklahoma
Got tio one for my own
So.l come here looking for you, hiya
I will be your Sugas you will be my
honey
By and by—yx, wey ya hiyo
All night long he would sic and watch
the stars. There was one str in particular
thiat was more beauriful than anything Coy-
ote had ever seen. Me was in love with thar
st and would talk to her, ightafier nighe,
and all night long, Bur the star wouldn't
answer him; she walked across the sky, look-
ing at him bug saying nothing,
Wey ya hiyah, wey ya hiyo
Coyore grew more and more crazy for
that star, He noticed that always, as she
o walked through the sky, she passed very
close 10 5 certdin mountain peak, so close
itwould he €45y 1o touch her. Coyote tray-
:tl:lcd as fast as he could, a long long way,

untj) very tired, he stood on this mounrain
~And he waired,

Scene 5
One day Rabbit was out on a plain eating
when Coyoie came u p- “lam very hungey,
I'm going to cat you!”

“Oh no, Coyote, don't ear me, They're
cookinga really good meal of chicken right
over there. Wait hire and ] bring it o
you.” And the Rabbir hopped off toward
the mountain, Coyote happily waited, sing-
ing in anticipation ofa fine meal. He waiteq
a long time. At last he became angry and
he followed the tracks of Rabbie.

He found Rabbir i 4 gully standing
by a cliff with his foxepaws up against the
wall. “T bet you're wonder; ng what I'm do-
ing here, right Coyote? I'm holding this cliff
up.” At that momen 5 lietle rock fell and
the Rabbit pushed even harder. "Here, you
hold the diff up while | g0 and ger the food
1 was talking abour, It’s almost reacly.”

And the Rabbir hopped away. Coyore
put his paws up against the cliff, pushing
desperately, while the Rabbit ran off. At thay
moment anather rock fell, and Coyore

In tlye evening he saw

her coming; she
G very beauify), He could sce now thar
¢ and

Ad the orlep Stars were d:tm:ing; they
Yed througl y)ye sky dancing. Coyore

is hearg nearly bursting through
i but e kept Quict. The star danced
and Beares; ar last she was at the
BN peak e reached up as high as
Motquite touch her,
T1o take his hand. “Please,”

Accorzl’ing to Coyoze
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pushed all die harder. He waited fora Jong
time. He was very tired and tervibly hun-
ory. Suddenly he let go of the cliff and ran
as fast as he could. Nothing happened. He
followed the tracks of Rabbit.

“T'his time I'm really going tocat you!”

“Just sit down. They're going t0 bring
that food right h::rc-.'Thc-y"ll bie here soon.”
So Coyote sac down, Joaking hungrily 4t
Rabbit. Rabbir jumped up: “I'm going @
hutry them. Pl be dight back, 1 pEu_mi_’s'c;_,f’
So Rabbir hopped off and Cayore waited:

Meanwhile Rabbir sct fire all around

the thicket. He went hopping
back to Coyote. “There. You smell the
smoke? Do you hear the fire, Coyore?
They're bringing you 2 wonderful meal of
fry bread, kouse; and chicken!” And the
Rabbit ran away as fastas he could.

Coyote happily danced and sangas he
waited for his meal. The fire soon sur-
rounded him and he was burned up.

Poor Coyate.

So Fox had to jump over
again.

One day Coyote was walking up the
siver when he came npon a lodge. No one
lived thete, but inside the lodge wasa box.
And inside the box was a pair of white leg-
gings. These were magic leggings, fire leg-

Whoever wore these leggings waould
not only be pmtcctcd from fire, but they
would also have the strength of fire, the
strength to transform an object from one

the edges of

his friend

gl ngs.

thing to anather.

Scene 6

_Sn:: winter Coyore’s wife became ill. She
died. In time, Coyore became very lonely.
He did nothing but weep for his wife. One
night the Death Spirit came to him and
asked if e was erying for his wile.

Coyote said, “Yes, my friend, 1 ong for

her. There is a great pain in my heare,”

After a while, the Death Spirit feltsorry
nd said, "1 can take you to the

for Coyote a _
but if 1 do,

place where your wife hasgone,
you must do exactly what T say. You can’

disregard a single word." He knew Coyote

had trouble following directions.

“NWhat would you expect. mic to do? OF
course, I will dowhatever yousay; anything,
my friend.” “Well chen, let’s go." After they
had gone a-ways the Death Spiritagain cau-
tioned Coyote ro do exactly as he was told
and Coyote said he would.

By then jtwas morning and Coyote was
having trouble secing the Death Spivit. It
vias like a shadow on an overcast day. They
wete going actoss the prairic (o the cast

when suddenly the Ghost stopped and said,
“Oh, look at all these horses over there. It
must be @ roundup.” Coyote couldn't see
any horses, but he said, “Yes, yest”

They went on a little further. “Oh, look
berries! Let’s pick some
es, and
ach

at all those service
raeat.” Coyote couldn't secany berri
the Ghost said, “When you see me It
up and pull the limb down, you da the
same.”

Even though Coyote couldn't see any-
thing, he imitated the Ghost, putting his
hand to his mouth as though he were €t
ing. He watched how the Ghost did every”
thing and imirated bim. “Very good, Coy- =

1]

ore.

They walked a short distance. “Co?rl-
4 door now- Do in
will take holJ
and, hcudir‘_l_g'
Le hold of thes
y the)!

ote, we are coming o
every way exactly what 1 do. 1
of the door flap, raise it up,
low, will enter. Then you 2
door flapand do the same.” Tn chis W2
went in. The Ghost said, “Sir down here

your wife.”
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:nd, T long for
ay heart.”

pirit felt sorry :
ike you to the .[
1e, but if T do, |
say. You can't
knew Coyote

“T'must go now, Coyote. You stay here.”

- Now it was getting dark and Coyote

me to do? Of thought he could hear voices, very faintly,

say, anything, alking all around him. Then darkness set
2

10.” After they
it again cau-
as he was told
ting by his side. He was overjoyed. He cried.
Coyote went around and greeted all his old
friends who had died long ago. This made
him very happy. All nighe long, he went
among them visiting and talking with ev-
el')'c)l‘z(:-.

Toward moming, the Deach Spirit said,
“Cogote, the sun js coming upand ina lirdle
while you will ne see us. But you muse stay
hiere. Do not move, | o the evening you will
< seeall these People again.” “Where would
= Tgo my friend> Sure, I wil] stayright here,”

When dawn ¢4 me, Coyorte found him-
_;.‘lf'silring alone in the middle of the [prai-
. The syp got very hot and Coyore
hough e could hear meadowlarks some-
lere, Finally evening came and he saw the
5€2gain. This weng on for over a week.
2t would sit iy the ho sun in the day-

5 and gy night he would visit with hig
pile and hjs friends.

= One nighe ¢h
i

s « .
said, Coyore, tomorrow you will

<. You wij) take your wife wigh you.
1to F:'IL‘- There re five mountains o
: E‘;[ \u'f:-ld:tl"ﬂintrav.cl for ﬁ\./e days. You
Y circumstances touch

e 2ife, Whey You have crogsed the fifth

h "
o ten yo €an do whatever you

1d Coyorte was
eath Spirit. It
cast day. They
ie to the east
jped and said,
over there. It
e couldn’t see

Ik

yes
1er. “Ob, look
:Cs pick some
y berries, and
;cc me reach
, you do the

ldn’c see any-
, putting his
he were cat=
yst did every-

e Dearh Spirit came to

Coyote could sec noching. He sar down
in an open prairie i the middle of the af
ternoon with nothing in sight. “Your wife
has prepared food for sl Let us eat.” Coy-
ote could only see grass and dust iy frong
of him. They ate. And then the Ghog: said,

mand Coyore began to sec many small fires
i the long house. He began to see people,
like shadows, And then he saw his wife sir

A(z‘o:rfizzg o Coyore

“That is the way it will be then,” saig
Coyote. When dawn came, Coyote and his
wife set our, They crossed over one moun-
tain, then two mountains, then thyee. On
the fourch mountain, Coyote built fire,
Coyote sar on one side of the fire, his wife
on the other,

Coyote could sce the firelight dancing
on her buckskin dress, on her face and in
her eyes. How he wanted to embrace hig
wife. But he didn’t dare touch her. But a5
Coyote watched his wife, an overwhelm-
ing and irresistib]e urge came over him. He

had to kiss his wife. He jumped up and ran
around the fire to embrace her.
“No! Stop! Stop! Coyote, do not ro uch
me!” '
But her warning had no effect. Coyore
rushed to her and Just as he touched her
she vanished, She disappeared and rery rned
to Shadowland. When the Deah Spiric
learned whae Coyote had done, he was fir.
rious. “Why are you always deinghrhin_gs
like this, Coyore? T told you not to do any-
thing foolish. You weye about to eseablish
the practice of returning from deah, Now
that will never happen and you have made
it this way.”

Coyote wept and wept. His sorrow wag
very deep. He decided that he would go
back, find the deach lodge and find hig wife
again. And this time he would do it right.
He crossed baclk over the mounrains, went
out onto the prairie, and Began to do the
same things he had dope on his firsc trip to
Shadowland.

“Oh, look at all those horses. It mus;
bea roundup! Oh, such choice service ber-
ries. Ler’s pick some and eat.” He came 1o
the place where the Death Lodge had stood.
“Now I must do everything my friend to]d

me. ['will reach for the door flap and, bend-

585




586

Playwrights of Color

ing low, will enter. And here is the spot
where 1 sat with my wife. My wife has pre-
pared food for us, let us eat.”

Datleness fell and Coyote listened for
the voices. He looked all around, but noth-
ing happened. Coyote was just sitting in.
the iniddle of the prairie, He sat there all
hight long, but the lodge never appearcd
again.. In the morning he heard the sound
of the meadowlarks.

Scene 7

“The Human Beings, the New People, my
children will be coming soon. I can feel it.
I'll give them a start with the Monster of
Kamiah!”

The monster Coyote was talking about
was over eleven miles Jong. It lived in the
Kamiah valley and had swallowed all the
animal people living there.

“Oh, you horrible monster, it is I who
am here now. Inhale me! Inhale me! You
have already swallowed all the other people
around here, you may as well swallow me
as well. I don’t want to be lonely. Aye. In-
hale me! Inhale Coyote, the powerful
Itsiyaya! I have come here to destroy you
with my strong medicine. Suck me in if you

»

can. )

[Sounds of wind—Coyote tumbles in slow
morion.)

Hello. Hello! Oh, yuck, I must be in-
side the Monster’s stomach. Now wherec is
the Monster’s heart? Oh, this is disgusting.
Hello Moose. And Grizzly Bear? And my
friend Fox! And my auntie Meadowlark.
Tots maywe” Listen up, all of you. I'm go-
ing to cut the Monster’s heart off. As soon
as I do, all of you must run out the open-

e e ———

* Native American form of greeting.

ing nearcst you. Get yourselves ready. The

heart is here.”

“One. Two. Three. Four. Five. RUNY

Hey ya hey ya hey e ya .i

Ya hey ya hey ¢ ya :

Ya hey hey e ya '

Hey ya hey ya ya hey yo

“From the Monster’s legs T make the
Blackfeet and the Sioux. You are the New
People. You will be good runners!”

“From the Monster’s arms I make the
Cayuse! You will be strong and brave. You
are the New Peaple!”

“From the Monster’s stomach 1 make
the Blood and the Cree. You will cat well
and be good hunters. You are the New
People!”

“From the bones, | make the Flathead!
You are the New People! Think and act
wisely.”

“From the Monster’s body | make the
Klickitat, the Yakima, the Colville. You are
the New People!”

“And from the Monster’s blood, 1 make
the Nez Perce. You will live here in this val-
ley. You may be small but like the light you

must be brilliant. You are the New People!”

Scene 8

Coyote's work was done. He was going
through the woods up above Kamiah when
he noticed a rope hanging down from the
sky. Coyote thought, “N¥har the heck is
going on here? A rope has to be attached to
something.” 4
What Coyote didn’t know was that the &
rope was attached to A-kum-kinny-koo:
Heaven. And the rope was for Cayote. The
Great Spirit had put it there o Coyote coul
climb up the rope and join the Great Spirit
in Heaven. But the only way Coyot¢ cou
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grab hold of the Tope was if he confessed to
all of his tricks.

“Oh shoot! Well, ence | pave a present
o a Rock and then 1 ook it back again.
And then once I called all these birds nasty
names. And then 1 stole something once,
bur it was fire from the skookuring! And then
there was the rime | had taken my eychalls
out and was jugeling wich them, when
someone stole them and ran away! So I had
to accidendy beat up an old woman, put
an hier clothes so I could get my eyeballs
|)'.|.L'](."

And once I stepped on this
Rartlesnake’s head and squished ie flat. You
should have seen his face! And then, once ]
witned myself into a licde bitey baby and I
gorall these preery girls to hold me and burp
me and o change my diapers!”

“And once I got this real dugish guy to
mariy me! No, he was real coneeited and
waiting for just e right wife. Boy, thar was
2 good one. OH! Theres the time | stole
the sun-and the moon, but then I put them
in the sky for all of us o sec. Should I go

on?”

“No, Coyore, don't go on. Just grab

- hold of the rope and let me pull you to

Heaven.” §q Coyore grabbed hold of the

- 1opeand he weng higherand Jy igher, up past

According tq Coyore

the clouds, up 1o A-kum-kinny-koa, Bue
unfortunately, many of the people Coyote
had tricked were now | iving in Heaven. And
when they heard thar Coyore was coming
up to live in their world, they got mad. One
of them grabbied a knife and cur the rope.

And Coyete fell down through the aiy
and hit the earth,

And he changed.

He turned into the timid anl siinki_ng
creature that We see running through the
hills and valleys today. The Grear Coyore,
the powerful Lisiyaya, and all of the animal
kingdom, was no more.

But then again 1 heard thar Coyore is
now living in LA, I mean he's starring in
movies-as Wile E. Coyote. ,

I remember when the asronauts firse
landed on the moon. T was back on the res-
ervationand talking to my grandfacher, mmy
Pelukut. And he said, “Oh, those people
think they're so smart. They don't even
know Coyore’s already been to the moon
and back,”

Curtain
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