Dear Xavier FamilyThere are a lot of ways that today’s high school students have an easier path than you
and I had. They have information at their fingertips (or voice activation) that we would
have had to research for hours at the library in order to find. They can learn how to fix a
furnace, knit a sweater, or prepare a tax return by watching videos online. They’ll likely
never unfold a map and try to find a street – or try to figure out how that map folds back
into place properly. They can shop without leaving their homes and be in touch with
their friends visually and vocally in just a moment. Life is good.
At the same time, our students face a level of challenges about which we knew very
little. Mental health issues among adolescents are at record levels. Social media require
digital citizenship and privacy awareness that we never considered. Perhaps the most
difficult part of being a consumer in the world today is knowing what is real and what
is not – what sources and information are reliable and true? This leads to our pillar of
the month from the Profile of the Xavier Graduate:
“The Xavier graduate assesses information and content critically, attending to issues of
civility and respect for persons.”
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How do we recognize the inherent bias of what we read or watch? What sources are
factual and what are the agendas behind websites that purport to be factual? Once we
find sources that we trust, how do we communicate that truth to others in a way that is
genuine yet respectful? Young people are prone to passionate defense of their ideas – as
parents, you know this far better than I do. So how can we, at home and at school, teach
them to stand up for what they believe while still respecting the dignity of someone
who disagrees? Today, the Xavier education requires this skill to be taught in every
course. English classes teach research techniques and citation. Theology classes remind
us that there is a higher truth, divine law, that transcends cultural norms. Science
teaches the critical thinking process required to analyze arguments and find
inconsistencies. Social Studies courses provide a wider perspective to help us realize
that our viewpoint is limited by time and place. We strive to produce graduates who ask
intelligent questions and resist the temptation to accept what they read without a critical
eye.
What is the process we use to discover the truth? First, be well read. Do not accept the
first thing that pops up on a Google search, Second, consult experts and discuss with
those one trusts. Collective wisdom is always more likely to see the truth. Third, make
sure one includes God in the process. Study the Church’s writings on the matter. Read
the Bible. Pray for wisdom. Finally, emulate Jesus by advocating for the truth while
showing compassion and love. If we can do this, we will be successful pursuers of the
truth.

For God’s Greater Glory,

Xavier High School is a proud member
of the St. Francis Xavier Catholic School
System, and has been accredited by
AdvanceED (formerly the North Central
Association) since 1970.

Mike Mauthe
Principal
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From the Business/
Attendance Office
All tuition questions are handled through the Central
Office. Please call that office if you have any questions
regarding charges or payments to your account. The number
there is 735-9380.
A sincere thank you to all parents who report absences and
delayed arrival times for their students!! Accurate attendance is
very important and this year calls to parents have been
minimal. Please remember to send a written note when your
student needs an early dismissal.
Lunch accounts should always have an available
balance. You may access your student’s lunch account at any
time. Notices of overdrawn accounts are emailed from the
Central Office. Please contact Madalyn Long if you have any
specific questions regarding an account.

Xavier High School

MEDICAL MENTORING - is a program which
allows students considering a career in the medical field to
have an in-depth job shadowing experience in a number of
health care areas.
Medical mentoring is open only to juniors. Any junior
interested in participating in medical mentoring this summer
should apply. Interested students can pick up an information
sheet in the counseling suite.
Applications will be available online starting 2/1.
More information can also be found online at
www.medical-mentoring.com . Applications must be completed online and one teacher evaluation will be due to Mrs. Schuh
by February 28th. For questions or more information, contact
Mrs. Schuh in the Counseling Department at 882-6912.

AP Testing
COME AND SUPPORT YOUR CHILDREN
THROUGH PRAYER!
Praying for Your Children Every Month
Parenting is the best of jobs and at times, the most difficult of
jobs. One where we need God to guide us and a community to
support us. This is an opportunity to join other parents and pray
for “our” children. A time to ask God to make His presence a
part of your children’s life and work powerfully on their
behalf. This is open to all parents, relatives and neighbors to
pray together for any and all of your children. No need to sign
up. Every third Tuesday during the school year from 6:30pm 7:00pm in the Xavier Chapel.
Any questions contact Ann McKnight:
amcknight@xaviercatholicschools.org

WORLD FAMOUS FISH FRY
Have you ever sampled the delicious fish fry at St. Edward’s in
Mackville? If not, find out what all of the excitement is about
this spring. The parish will once again be holding its fish fry on
the following dates:
March 8, 15, 22 & 29
April 5 & 12
Support one of our parishes while enjoying an unforgettable
meal!

Students interested in taking an AP test must register AND
make a payment in the Counseling Suite no later than
Thursday, April 4th. Each AP test costs $94. Students can
either pay in full when they register or make a down payment
of $15 now and pay the balance prior to testing. Late
registration will cost an additional $55. Students who received
accommodations for the PLAN, ACT or SAT must see Mrs.
Schuh immediately to discuss possible accommodations for
AP testing. The deadline to apply for accommodations is
February 22 . If you have any questions regarding AP testing,
please see your AP teacher or talk with Mrs. Schuh.
nd

Junior Parent Night
All parents of juniors are encouraged to attend this meeting
on Wednesday, February 5 at 6:30 p.m. in the Xavier Fine
Arts Theatre. The counselors will review your student’s
transcript and discuss course selections for senior year. In
addition, we will discuss topics pertaining to the junior
timeline; college entrance exams, finding the right college,
college visits, the application, and our junior meetings with
your student.

Parent-Teacher Conferences
Parent-Teacher Conferences for the third term will be held on
Wednesday, February 20 from 4:00 to 7:00 pm. They will be
held in the commons and gathering space.

News & Notes is a periodical which is published
monthly by Xavier High School, 1600 W. Prospect
Avenue, Appleton, WI 54914
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Band Greetings!

Orchestra Notes

Hello everyone! There are no major events for the month of
February. However, the students are hard at work this month,
preparing for our Winter band concert, Solo/Ensemble, and
our Jazz Guest Artist concert in March. The Winter Band
concert is new this year, so please double check your calendars. The concert will be held on March 4 at 7pm. Call time
is 6pm. Dress is the usual concert black.

Are you considering coming to Xavier High School next
year? Please be sure to look at the Orchestra webpage to see
what the orchestra program has to offer. We have a
wonderful growing orchestra program with many fun and
exciting events and performance opportunities. You also have
the opportunity to sign up for Chamber, which meets before
school. Chamber consists of small groups of musicians, one
person per part, working on pieces together. Please contact
Mrs. Kenney with any questions you may have.

th

District Solo/Ensemble will be held on March 2rd at
Wrightstown HS. If your student is performing at the festival,
please help your students make sure they have an original
copy of the music for their judge. If one cannot be found or is
lost, please let me know as soon as possible and I’ll be happy
to help out .
Our Jazz Guest Artist Concert, will be held at Xavier HS on
March 13 . The concert begins at 7pm. This is a benefit
concert to raise money for Dan’s House of Hope, a program
that offers support and community to young adults fighting
cancer. Our guest this year, Timothy Albright, is the Professor
of Trombone at Lawrence University. We’re very happy that
he can join us this year. I want to thank Xavier junior Teresa
Dold for all of the hard work she has done putting this event
together. Hope to see you there!
th

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR THE YEAR
Upcoming events for the entire year in band at Xavier have
been posted on the Xavier Band Google Calendar that can be
accessed from the Concert Band, Wind Ensemble and
Marching Band Powerschool/Haiku pages. These pages are
accessible from the teacher webpage links on the Xavier
home site.
BIG UPCOMING EVENTS!

Winter Concert – Wednesday, February 27 , 2019 ,
6:30pm
The Xavier Orchestra will perform our Winter Concert at
Xavier High School on February 27th. This will be a 7 and
8 grade and high school strings concert with a combined full
orchestra performance of “Tragic Overture” by Brahms. In
preparation for this concert, the 8 grade orchestra class and a
select number of 7 and 8 grade band members will be
taking a field trip to the high school for a rehearsal in
mid-February. This is an exciting time for the 8 graders to
see a glimpse of the wonderful Fine Arts that Xavier has to
offer. Please come hear the results of all the student’s hard
work!
th

th

th

th

th

th

th

th

High School State Honors Orchestra Audition Schedule
The High School State Honors Orchestra schedule is posted
online. This orchestra is a great opportunity to play with
talented musicians across the state. If you registered, be sure
to check out www.wsmamusic.org for more information.
Good luck to all those who will be auditioning Saturday,
February 3 .
rd

Solo & Ensemble
District Solo & Ensemble for the Xavier Orchestra will be on
Saturday, March 2 at West High School. In addition to the
orchestra performing as a class, students have the opportunity
to prepare solos, duets, trios or quartets for a qualified
adjudicator. The pieces can be found on the WSMA website.
Please encourage your son or daughter to participate in this
event as it is a wonderful opportunity to have another
musician’s feedback on your student’s musical progress.
nd

Saturday, March 2rd – District Solo/Ensemble
Location – Wrightstown HS
Time 8am – 4pm
Monday, March 4 – Winter Band Concert
Time – 7pm, Call 6pm
th

Wednesday, March 13 – Jazz Guest Artist Concert
Time – 7pm, Call 6:15pm
th

MUSICIAN/ATHLETES, PLEASE NOTE - All marching
band practices and performances are scheduled around
athletic events and practices as much as possible, both in the
summer and throughout the year. Occasionally there are
unavoidable scheduling conflicts and I am always happy to
communicate with the coach of any fall sport and with our
athletic director to work out a compromise. All of us want
our students to benefit from the arts and from athletics!

2018-2019 performance dates
Wednesday February 27 – 7 - 12 Grade Winter Concert,
6:30pm, XHS Fine Arts Theater
Saturday March 2 – District Solo and Ensemble (all day)
West High School
Saturday April 27 – State Solo and Ensemble, Oshkosh (only
those receiving a 1* at District)
Monday May 13 – Fine Arts Awards Night, 6:30pm, XHS
Fine Arts Theater
Wednesday May 22 – Spring Concert, 6:30pm, XHS Fine
Arts Theater

As always, if you have any questions please do not hesitate to
contact me!

Laura Kenney, Orchestra Director
lkenney@xaviercatholicschools.org

Phillip Dobernig pdobernig@xaviercatholicschools.org,
(920) 882-6915

th

th
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World Language Honor Societies
Chinese, French, German and Spanish students may be
eligible for membership in one or more of our world
language honor societies. To qualify academically, students
must be sophomores or older and have completed three
terms of their language at Xavier. Their grade point average
in the language must be at least 3.5, with no grade lower
than a B.
In addition to the academic requirements, new members
must earn a minimum of six service/social/cultural-activity
points by the end of third term. Continuing members must
continue to maintain the 3.5 grade point average in the
language and earn eight points each year. The most popular
ways to earn points have been by preparing and serving
international meals for family and/or friends, hosting
international students, working at Food Fair, viewing
international films, and tutoring students who are struggling
with language learning.
There are many other opportunities to earn points. The
complete list is included on the application for membership,
which may be obtained from any world language
teacher. The deadline for applying for membership, either
as a new or a continuing member, is Wednesday, March
20th. The Academic Awards Night is scheduled
for Wednesday, May 1st.
If you have any questions or want more information, please
contact Connie Rosenbaum at
crosenbaum@xaviercatholicschools.org or your son or
daughter’s world language teacher.

Xavier High School

Campus
Ministry
With the Christmas season just behind us, the season of Lent
is just around the corner. Lent begins with Ash Wednesday
on March 6.
During the season of Lent students will have an opportunity
to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Services are
scheduled for each class: freshmen on Tuesday, March 12,
sophomores on Thursday, March 14, juniors on Tuesday,
April 9 and seniors on Thursday, April 11. All of these
services will be held at St. Bernard Parish from 9-10:15
am. We are grateful to the many parish priests and retired
priests who give of their time so that we can offer this to our
students.
Senior Retreat will be held on Sunday, Febr uar y 10 at
Xavier. We plan for this to be an afternoon for seniors and
their parents. It seems that by the time the students are
seniors their lives are filled with so many activities and often
times families are running in many different directions. This
is a day for parents to spend with just their senior child before
graduation. We will begin the day by “breaking bread”
together and sharing in a potluck lunch at 12:15 and conclude
with Mass at 4:15. Information about the retreat was sent
home via email in January. If you are the parent of a senior
and you did not receive the information, please contact Kelly
Wilda at 882-6909 or kwilda@xaviercatholicschools.org.
We will have our February Mass on February 13 and we will
have Ash Wednesday Mass on Wednesday, March 6. Both
Masses begin at 10:40 am and are at St. Bernard Parish. As
always, parents are invited to join us for Mass.
Thinking about summer plans? There is still room on the
summer service trip to Columbia, SC running June 11-17,
2018. More information is available through Ms. Wilda in the
Campus Ministry office.
Juniors and Seniors can still sign up for the April 17-19
Kairos retreat. The retreat is a wonderful way to dig deeper
into your faith during one of the holiest times of the Church
year—Lent! See Kelly Wilda for a permission form.
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ATHLETIC NEWS
FEBRUARY ATHLETIC NEWS - 2019
SPRING SPORT ELIGIBILITY
To participate in any of our spring sports this season, every
student MUST obtain a signed check off card from Mrs.
Bates just prior to the start of the season.
The card must be submitted to the coach before an athlete is
allowed to try out or practice.
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Athletic Fees
The fees for the 2018-19 school year are $140 per sport. Do
NOT send a separate check. Athletic fees will be added to the
monthly financial statements once teams are selected and
uniforms are distributed.

Spring Sport “Homes”
Track & Field: Knights of Columbus/Rocky Bleier Field
Girls’ Soccer: Xavier Soccer Field – east side
Boys’ Golf: Ridgeway Country Club
Boys’ Tennis: St. Francis Xavier Middle School
Baseball: Don Hawkins Field/American Legion Post 38
Softball: Xavier High School Diamond – east of building

If a parent did not attend one of the mandatory parent
meetings this past summer, please email Mrs. Bates at least
two weeks BEFORE the start of your athlete’s spring
sport. kbates@xaviercatholicschools.org
CURRENT ELIGIBILITY LIST for SPRING
ATHLETES
To check if your student has all the requirements met to be
eligible to participate in a spring sport, click on the
link: http://goo.gl/flnjQ2
If your student is not listed, please contact Kathy Bates via
e-mail kbates@xaviercatholicschools.org call at
920-882-6908, or have your student stop in her office.

Starting Dates for Spring Sports
Coed Track & Field—Monday, March 4
Coach Nicole Ebben
nebben@xaviercatholicschools.org
Softball—Monday, March 11
Coach Peggy Visocky
peggyvisocky@gmail.com
Girls’ Soccer—Monday, March 18
Coach John Meyer
John.meyer@vallen.com
Baseball—Monday, March 19
Coach Tim Harikkala
harikkala@new.rr.com
Boys’ Tennis—Monday, March 25
Coach Dian Ziegler
dianeziegler@new.rr.com
Boys’ Golf—Monday, March 25
Coach Corey Feller
cfeller@pga.com

Additional ImPACT Testing Date
One date has been added for any spring athlete who needs a
current baseline ImPACT test. See Mrs. Bates to confirm if you
need one. All will be conducted in Xavier computer lab 122 at
Xavier at 3:30 sharp on Tuesday, February 5, 2018.

Xavier Calendar and Be Notified of Schedule
Changes:
An on-line calendar is utilized for ALL Xavier sports teams,
events and schedules. That calendar also includes school events
plus all events utilizing school facilities. Following is the link
to access the calendar: http://bayconference.org/public/
genie/169/school/1482/

When you access the link, on the right side you can click on
“Notify Me” which will allow you to receive email notifications
of changes of sports you select. We strongly recommend that
parents of spring sports athletes sign up to be notified, as spring
weather triggers several changes to spring sports.
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Academic Awards Evening
Mark your calendar for Wednesday, May 1 to join the
Xavier community in celebrating academic achievement. Parents, grandparents and siblings are encouraged to attend this celebration. The evening will begin
in the theatre at 7:00 pm.
During this event, we will induct new members into
the Xavier Honor Society and the Spanish, German,
Chinese and French Honor Societies. In addition, all
those who have achieved high honor status (3.5 GPA
or above) during the second semester of the 2017-2018
school year or the first semester of the current school
year (2018-2019) will be announced and asked to come
forward to receive an academic award. The evening
will conclude with a reception in the fine arts lobby.

VEX Robotics Summer Camp for
current 6th - 8th grader students
June 10-14, 2019 at Xavier High School
Maximum enrollment: 20 students
Join the Xavier High School Robotics Team as they
guide you through the design, build and programming
of a VEX EDR Robot. Xavier Robotics is recognized
as one of the top VEX Robotics programs in the state
having won
several State Championships as well as a US Open
Championship and numerous appearances at the VEX
Robotics World Championships. Students who attend
this camp will learn the basic of good robot design and
construction as well as how to program the robot to
perform various tasks. The culmination of the camp
will be a class competition, putting the student’s designs to the test.
Fee: $400 if registered before April 1, 2019, $425 after
up to May 1.
Fee: includes a Xavier Robotics Camp tshirt. Campers are responsible for supplying their own
sack lunch.

Xavier High School

Upcoming Events
February 1
February 1
February 5
February 5
February 6
February 7-16
February 10
February 13
February 19
February 20
February 27

Eucharistic Adoration in chapel
UWSP Jazz Festival
Freshman Respect Retreat
Junior Parent Night (6:30 in the theatre)
Current Freshman Parent Night (6:30 in theatre)
Valentine’s Day Revue
Senior Retreat
All School Mass
Parent Prayer Night (6:30 in chapel)
Half Day – Parent-Teacher Conferences (4-7pm)
Orchestra Concert (6:30pm)

March 1
March 6
March 9
March 12
March 13
March 13
March 21-22
March 25-29

Eucharistic Adoration in Chapel
All School Mass – Ash Wednesday
Xavier Forensics Tournament
College Fair
Jazz Band Guest Artist Concert (7:00 in theatre)
XSC Blood Drive
Term Exams – Half days
Spring Break – No school

April 5
April 5-6
April 5-6
April 9
April 10
April 11
April 12
April 16
April 17-19
April 18
April 19-22
April 24
April 27
April 27

Eucharistic Adoration in chapel
Women’s Silent Retreat
Forensics State Tournament
Junior Reconciliation
Decades Day - 1990
Senior Reconciliation
International Dinner
Parent Prayer Night (6:30 in chapel)
Kairos VI Retreat
Half Day - Holy Thursday
Easter Break
KaBoom Concert
State Solo & Ensemble
Prom

