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Mssion
Conserve School inspires young people to environmental stewardship through academics and
engagement with the forests, lakes, and wildlife of Lowenwood.

Vision
Conserve School carries forward Jim Lowenstine’s legacy by providing a diverse group of young people
with a residential academic setting that fosters:
 understanding of the science of natural resource conservation,
 commitment to protecting the environment,
 an inclination toward careers that help conserve the natural world,
 enjoyment of outdoor activities, and
 love and respect for nature.

Program Description
Conserve School is for students who have demonstrated a genuine interest in the natural world and who
are motivated to conserve it. This semester-long immersion in environmental studies and outdoor
activities deepens students’ love of nature, reinforces their commitment to conservation, and equips
them to take meaningful action as environmental stewards.
The program interweaves college-preparatory academics with:
 the study of environmental history, nature literature, and the science of conservation,
 environmental service work,
 exploration of careers related to conservation,
 training in teamwork and leadership, and
 engagement with the outdoors.
Designed primarily for high school juniors, Conserve School incorporates the flexibility to
accommodate advanced sophomores.
Conserve School students become part of a community that heightens their sense of identity and selfworth and imparts the confidence they need to go forward and make a difference, not only as stewards
of the environment, but also as stewards of their own destinies.

School-wide Learning Goals
The Conserve School experience is further detailed in the 14 School-wide Learning Goals, which you
can read on the school website at: www.ConserveSchool.org/LearningGoals.

Statement of Non-discrimination
Conserve School admits students of any race, color, national and ethnic origin, immigration status, sex,
sexual orientation, gender identity, creed, or religion to all the rights, privileges, programs and activities
generally accorded or made available to students at Conserve School. Conserve School does not
discriminate on the basis of race, color, creed, religion, national and ethnic origin, sexual orientation,
gender identity, or sex in administration of its educational policies, admissions policies, scholarship and
loan programs, and athletic and other school-administered programs.
Conserve School reserves the right to modify the program described in this guide as necessary to better
meet the needs of our students.
Conserve School
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The Lowenstine Honors Scholar Program
With exceptional generosity and foresight, James R. Lowenstine set in motion the founding of Conserve
School, dedicated to teaching young people to value conservation, understand ecological systems, and
respect and enjoy the natural world.
Acceptance to Conserve School is competitive—based on high standards and careful examination of
student application materials. The cost for tuition, room & board at Conserve School is similar to other
semester schools. Additionally, all families are responsible for travel expenses, required gear and a small
enrollment fee.
Mr. Lowenstine wanted deserving students to benefit from the unique Conserve School experience
regardless of financial means, so generous, need-based scholarships are available to accepted students. It
is our hope and expectation that our students and their families, in gratitude for their transformative
experience here, will "pay it forward" to future students by contributing in future years, as they are able,
to our annual fund.

Lowenwood: Our Wilderness Setting
James R. Lowenstine grew up boating, hiking, fishing, and hunting at Lowenwood, his family’s
Northwoods estate. At his wish, this land has now become a school dedicated to teaching young people
to value conservation, to understand ecological systems, and to respect and enjoy the natural world. Out
of respect for Mr. Lowenstine’s generosity and for his deep affection for this property, we continue to
use the name Lowenwood to refer to our 1,200 acres.
Lowenwood provides access to eight lakes, used by students for both recreation and learning. Students
hike, bike, snowshoe and Nordic ski on more than twenty miles of trails and sleep in tents or under the
stars on campsites dotted across the Conserve School property. Additionally, Lowenwood adjoins many
more thousands of acres of public forestland.
Conserve School has several different types of plant communities within its Lowenwood campus,
making it an ideal location for students to study the ecosystems of the Northwoods. Within Conserve
School’s boundaries one can find bogs, lakes, forests, meadows, a small restored prairie, an organic
orchard and garden, and a school apiary. The abundant wildlife on campus includes white-tailed deer,
foxes, eagles, osprey, coyotes, otters, loons, and the occasional black bear or wolf.

Looking northwest across Lowenwood into the Sylvania Wilderness Area
Conserve School
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School Leadership
Please see their full bios on our website at http://www.conserveschool.org/our-school/school-directory

Stefan Anderson, Head of School
M.S. in Physics, Massachusetts Institute of Technology
B.A. in Physics, St. Olaf College
Phil DeLong, Director of Student Support
B.A. in History, Accounting, and Secondary Education, Walsh University
Paul Lovaas – Director of Recreational Programming
M.S. in Natural Resources with an emphasis in Environmental Education, University of
Wisconsin - Stevens Point, Stevens Point, WI Kathleen O’Connor, Director of Student Instruction and Spanish Teacher
Ph.D. in Spanish, Emphasis in Latin American Literature, Yale University
M.Phil. and M.A. in Spanish and Portuguese, Yale University
B.A. in English and B.A. in Spanish, University of Wisconsin-Madison
Cathy Palmer, Director of Student Life
B.S. in Biology and Outdoor Education, Northland College
Elva Potter, Director of Conservation Programming and Stewardship Teacher
Pursuing E.d.D. in Sustainable Education from UW - Stevens Point
M A. in Environmental Education, University of Minnesota Duluth
B.A. in Environmental Studies, International Studies, and Political Science, University of
Wisconsin-Madison
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Faculty
Our courses are taught by experienced and multi-talented teachers who are passionate about education,
are experts in their fields, and enjoy collaborating with young people.
Andrew Deaett, Science Teacher
B.S. in Environmental Conservation, University of New Hampshire
Robert Eady, Art Teacher
M.A. in Computer Information Systems, Nova Southeastern University
B.S. in Education, Mathematics, and Science, University of Michigan-Ann Arbor
Jean Haack, Stewardship Coordinator
M.S in Environmental Education, George Williams College/Aurora University
B.A. in Biology, University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point
Leanna Jackan, Science Teacher
M.S. in Natural Resources, University of Wisconsin - Stevens Point
B.S. in Biology with a minor in Environmental Studies, Viterbo University
Caitlin Lemley, Mathematics Teacher
B.S.E. in Mathematics Education, University of Wisconsin-Whitewater
Kathleen O’Connor, Director of Student Instruction and Spanish Teacher
Ph.D. in Spanish, Emphasis in Latin American Literature, Yale University
M.Phil. and M.A. in Spanish and Portuguese, Yale University
B.A. in English and B.A. in Spanish, University of Wisconsin-Madison
Eleva Potter, Director of Conservation Programming and Stewardship in Action Teacher
M. A. in Environmental Education, University of Minnesota Duluth
B.A. in Environmental Studies, International Studies, and Political Science, U.W.-Madison
Rebecca Rand, Outdoor Skills Teacher
M.S. in Natural Resources, University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point
B.A. Biology and Environmental Studies, St. Olaf College
Jeff Rennicke, English Teacher
M.F.A. in Writing and Literature, Bennington College
B.A. in English and Creative Writing, University of Wisconsin-Madison
Michael Salat, History Teacher
M.A. in Teaching, National Louis University
B.S. in Business, Indiana University, Bloomington
Nancy Schwartz, Art Teacher
M.A. in Art Education, Michigan State University
B.A. in Art, Michigan State University
Teaching Fellows
Conserve School’s teaching staff includes several Teaching Fellows. They each help teach one of our
core courses, and supervise students during extracurricular activities and in the residence houses. In
addition, they model environmental stewardship and act as mentors for Conserve School students.
Conserve School
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Assessment
Teachers ask students to demonstrate their learning through a variety of standard and innovative
assessment techniques, including hands-on demonstrations, impromptu discussions, interviews, debates,
re-enactments, three-dimensional constructions, artistic representations, tests of all types, short quizzes,
and varied projects and presentation formats that tap into different styles of learning. Likewise, teachers
deliver feedback in many ways, including short one-on-one conferences, narrative written comments,
rubrics, test and quiz scores, peer assessment, and self-assessment.
Grading Scale
Course work is graded on a traditional letter and percentage grade scale. The following grade scale is
used at Conserve School:
A+, 96.7-100%
B-, 80-83.2%
D, 63.3-66.6%

A, 93.3-96.6%
C+, 76.7-79.9%
D-, 60-63.2%

A-, 90-93.2%
C, 73.3-76.6%
F, 0-59.9%

B+, 86.7-89.9% B, 83.3-86.6%
C-, 70-73.2%
D+, 66.7-69.9%

Reporting
Quarter and semester grades with narrative comments are sent to parent/guardians and sending schools.

Admissions
Conserve School is looking for students who can demonstrate:








Prior success with college-preparatory academic material.
An interest in understanding the science of natural resource conservation.
A commitment to protecting the environment.
A willingness to learn about careers that help preserve the natural world.
The fitness level necessary to engage in outdoor activities such as canoeing, backpacking, biking,
skiing, and snowshoeing.
The desire to learn new skills. (Students need not have prior experience with outdoor activities.)
Readiness to live responsibly in a trusting community.

Calendar Information
Each semester spans 16 weeks, in addition to one week of break. Formally structured contact time for all
courses exceeds 57 hours per semester, with many courses meeting for more than 60 hours.
Conserve Semester 19 (CS19): Fall 2019
For the fall of 2019 students arrive on August 23 and return home December 21. In addition to 15 weeks
of a more traditional daily schedule (included at the end of this document), students experience a one
week wilderness exploration and additional enrichment days.
Conserve Semester 20 (CS20): Spring 2020
For the spring of 2020 students arrive on January 24 and return home May 25. In addition to 15 weeks
of a more traditional daily schedule (included at the end of this document), students experience a one
week wilderness exploration and additional enrichment days.
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Curriculum Overview
Each semester, Conserve School immerses students in environmental history, nature literature, and the
science of conservation. Innovative hands-on courses capture students’ imaginations while making the
most of Conserve School’s 1,200-acre wilderness campus. The school’s strikingly beautiful Northwoods
location sets the stage for an exceptional educational experience; at Conserve School, forests, lakes, and
wildlife become students’ inspiration, their course materials, and their laboratory. At the same time,
Conserve School’s program advances students’ skills in standard high school subjects.
Conserve School achieves this blend of academics, environmental education, and outdoor activities by
offering a curriculum that includes three types of courses: Core Courses, at the center of Conserve
School learning, are designed around environmental themes and cover the standard academic skills and
topics addressed in upper-level college-preparatory high school courses; Continuity Courses ensure that
students keep pace with their home school courses in the sequential, skill-based areas of mathematics
and Spanish; and Electives and Online Courses offer students opportunity for exploration of the arts as
well as the flexibility to enroll in a specific course that is a particular requirement of their home school.
Students are required to take the four core courses and one or two additional courses. All courses include
more than 57 hours of direct instruction.
Core Courses
 Science: AP Environmental Science
 English: Wilderness Voices – American Literature and the Land
 History: Environmental Citizenship
 Physical Education: Outdoor Skills
Continuity Courses
 Mathematics
o Algebra II
o Precalculus


Spanish
o Three flexible levels of Spanish (no lower than Spanish II and typically no higher than
AP Spanish Language and Culture)

Electives
 Elective offerings will vary from semester-to-semester, but typically include an art course and
another humanities course
 Check the Conserve School website for current elective offerings
Online Courses
Students may enroll in one online course, if needed, at additional expense.
Accreditation
Conserve School courses are accredited by the North Central Association Commission on Accreditation
and School Improvement (NCA CASI), an accreditation division of AdvancED.

Conserve School

5400 N. Black Oak Lake Road Land O’ Lakes WI 54540

*Conserve School and the leaf logo are registered trademarks of the Conserve School Corporation.

866-547-1300

ConserveSchool.org

Conserve School Program Guide

8

Course Descriptions
AP Environmental Science (Required Course) (1 credit)
In this required course, students will complete all of the requirements of a year-long AP Environmental
Science course. Students will study key environmental issues and investigate solutions that lead to
sustainability, locally and globally. They will identify environmental problems, investigate their causes
and examine from many perspectives the controversies raised by these problems. They will study the
environment in an interdisciplinary way, incorporating biology, chemistry, and geology with respect to
history, economics, politics, and ethics. They will investigate the relationships between culture,
sustainability, and interrelations in ecosystems. Topics include but are not limited to: the wolf
management controversy, forest management, water quality monitoring. biodiversity, pollution, waste
management, toxicology, population dynamics, and the limits and renewability of natural resources.
Conserve School's academic schedule is designed to provide long blocks of time for science classes to
utilize our 1,200-acre campus for hands-on problem-solving and research-based learning. This course
incorporates field studies, laboratory exercises, and lectures that guide students to explore the
relationships between different components of the environment, as well as human interactions with this
system. The time afforded this class also creates opportunities for students to investigate environmental
science topics of particular relevance to our northwoods setting.
Students enrolled in the fall semester are encouraged to take the AP Environmental Science exam in the
spring at their sending school. Students enrolled in the spring semester will take the AP exam at
Conserve School, at no additional cost, in May.
English (Required Course) (0.5 credit)
This required English course covers the standard academic skills addressed in upper-level collegepreparatory high school English courses, with an emphasis on literature and writing assignments related
to environmental themes. The course emphasizes literary appreciation and analysis, composition skills,
and persuasive speaking and writing.
Wilderness Voices – American Literature and the Land
Wild land has long been one of the cornerstones of American literature. The landscape has shaped who
we are, what we think, and how we relate to the world around us. In this advanced level course we look
at how authors from Robert Frost to Terry Tempest Williams, from Jack London to Jon Krakauer, have
used wild lands as a setting, as a character, as a symbol, and as a cause and celebration. Students study
how others – from Thoreau to modern-day nature writers – have used the power of their pen, their
voices, and today even the Internet – to speak for the American landscape. We study classic and
contemporary voices, the famous and the lesser-known works of American literature, Emerson to the
Internet, to examine how each has reflected the evolving American relationship to nature.
Going one step further, this course gives students a chance to learn to use their own writing and
speaking skills, along with other communication tools, to advocate for their own environmental beliefs,
letting them add their own voices to the long tradition of speaking for the land. Making use of Conserve
School’s 1,200 acre campus and the adjacent Sylvania Wilderness, this hands-on, engaging semesterlong course gives the student a truly unique opportunity to read, write, discuss and think about nature in
nature, to experience a federally-designated national wilderness area, and to learn about their instructors,
their fellow students, and the wild land around them.
Conserve School
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History (Required Course) (0.5 credit)
This required history course covers the standard academic skills addressed in junior and senior level
college-preparatory high school history courses, with an emphasis on historical events and analysis
related to environmental themes.
Environmental Citizenship
This course follows the history of environmental stewardship, primarily in North America, from precolonial times through the present day. Students will explore people's relationship with the land, and
how that has changed over time. The course embraces experiential learning, and incorporates hands-on
activities like map-making or orienteering, which help students imagine themselves as leaders and
explorers, develop empathy for Americans from different eras, regions, and ethnicity, and expand their
understanding of their own experiences through insights drawn from their study of the American past.
Physical Education (Required Course) (0.5 credit)
This required physical education course includes instruction in life-long fitness as well as in specific
outdoor activity skills. Students take part each day in physical activities that improve their fitness level,
their agility and coordination, and their ability to enjoy the outdoors in a variety of ways. The course
also includes instruction in health and wellness issues such as nutrition and other components of proper
preparation for physical exertion and outdoor travel in varying weather conditions.
Outdoor Skills
In this course, students are introduced to a full complement of challenging and enjoyable outdoor
activities, designed to increase their comfort in the outdoors, introduce them to life-long outdoor
pursuits, and provide them with opportunities to enjoy the beauty and wonder of the natural world.
Conserve School encourages human-powered activities, following Leave No Trace (www.lnt.org)
principles. Conserve’s Lowenwood campus provides an ideal setting to learn how to canoe, kayak,
Nordic ski, snowshoe, ice skate, and mountain bike. This course includes instruction in backcountry
travel and living skills, including campsite selection and preparation, fire building, shelter building,
backpacking, backcountry cooking and sanitation, and backcountry health and safety.
The Outdoor Skills Course includes time to prepare for multi-day backcountry camping excursions,
during which students practice their backcountry travel and living skills. These excursions include
paddling in the Sylvania Wilderness Area, backpacking along the North Country National Scenic Trail
in the Trap Hills, or backpacking in Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore, all in the backcountry of
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. Students will also participate in a supervised solo camping experience,
utilizing campsites on Conserve’s Lowenwood campus.
Mathematics (Elective Course) (0.5 credit)
Conserve School uses the computer based individualized Assessment and LEarning in Knowledge
Spaces (www.ALEKS.com) system to provide each student with a course of studies that meets their
individual needs and the expectations of their sending school. The ALEKS website describes the
program as:
“… the new way to learn math on the World-Wide-Web. By knowing exactly which math concepts the
student has mastered, which are shaky, and which are new but within reach, ALEKS enables the student
to work on those concepts the student is most ready to learn. ALEKS is a full-time automated tutor,
including explanations, practice and feedback.”
Conserve School
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ALEKS begins with a comprehensive assessment to determine what each student has already mastered
and what each student is ready to learn next. Based on assessment results, students are presented with
choices of what to learn next. This process continues until the entire curriculum is mastered.
As students work through the course, they can select among a range of topics. The topic list is
completely individualized – and shows only those topics for which the student has already mastered all
the prerequisites. Students are more successful because they are ready to learn the topic. Success leads
to increased confidence and self-esteem. ALEKS also fosters independent learning by providing multiple
explanations and solutions.
Students are assessed on what they have learned during the semester, with the expectation that all
students will progress at least one semester in their mathematical understanding. Each student’s
semester course is based on the course information received from their sending school. All students will
have access to ALEKS for at least one month after the end of the semester, so students who wish to go
further may do so.
Students may enroll in either Algebra II or Precalculus.
Spanish (Elective Course) (0.5 credit)
Conserve School provides direct instruction in Spanish. Students improve their cultural and intercultural
understandings through practicing the four basic skills of reading, writing, speaking, and listening. As
students learn languages and cultures, they increase their awareness of the environmental, ethical, and
technological issues facing the world today.
Three flexible levels of Spanish are offered, though never lower than Spanish II and typically no hgigher
than AP Spanish Language and Culture. These courses cover the standard academic skills and topics
addressed in typical upper-level college-preparatory modern language courses. Sending school teachers
are asked to fill out questionnaires to help Conserve School teachers tailor the curriculum so that
students are able to re-join their sending school classes with ease.
Students studying other languages have three options:
1. Students may choose to take a break from language studies while at Conserve School.
2. Students may continue language study on-line, at additional expense.
Additional Electives and Online Courses
Electives
Elective offerings (0.5 credit each) will vary from semester-to-semester, but typically include an art
course and another humanity course. Check the Conserve School website for current electives.
Online courses
Students may use an elective block to pursue an online course, if needed to meet a requirement of their
home school which can’t be met through Conserve School’s regular curriculum. Conserve School does
not transcript online courses, nor cover the cost of such courses, which are the responsibility of the
student’s family. Students taking an online course must schedule that course into one of their two
morning elective blocks, and are required to report to the assigned classes during that block to work
independently on their online course.
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Student Life Overview
Student learning at Conserve School is not limited to the classroom. The student life curriculum
reinforces for students the importance of personal responsibilities like homework completion,
punctuality, and cleanliness, as well as community responsibilities like maintaining shared spaces, and
helping to prepare and clean the dining room for meals. The environmental theme of the school is
carried through in day-to-day life on campus.
Environmentally-focused service learning on campus and in the community is an important component
of our program. Students carry out a variety of stewardship and service activities, including fighting the
spread of invasive species, helping organizations like the DNR or Nature Conservancy carry out
conservation projects, and teaching local elementary school children about environmental stewardship.
Each of these service activities includes an educational component, making service learning an
integrated component of the academic curriculum.
Student Life Seminar
On Tuesday mornings students attend Student Life Seminar where students meet in small groups.
Seminars cover a range of topics including: social media use, home sickness cures, civil discourse about
challenging topics, diversity, equity and inclusion. Wednesday afternoons include Student Life
Enrichment with similar topics and speakers addressed in a larger group format.
Community Expectations
All members of our community, students and staff, participate in setting the expectations for community
living. We hold each other accountable for living according to these expectations, which have their roots
in the values set forth in the Conserve Code:
Compassion - Honesty - Justice - Respect - Responsibility
Student Life
At Conserve School, students experience the joys and challenges of living in a residential community.
They share meals and fellowship with the entire community of students and staff, and learn to share
common living space in the residence houses with other students. Students pitch in to care for the
campus during chore times, and many choose to donate time to serve the local community. They come
to understand what it means to live in a community with others, giving them a distinct advantage upon
entering college.
Conserve School’s residence houses are exceptionally comfortable and attractive. Donahue House,
Elaine House, and James House each become a home-away-from-home. Students live together (noncoed) in a college-like setting, with each student having a single room, and every two students sharing a
bathroom. Each house has three or four wings of student rooms (6-8 student rooms per wing), with a
common space in each wing. Students learn to take ownership of their house through maintaining a
clean living space.
Each residence house is also home to several Teaching Fellows, who provide supervision and support to
students. The Teaching Fellows also prepare and lead activities for students to enjoy during their free
time after school, as well as during the weekends. Our low student-to-residential staff ratio ensures that
each student receives personal attention.
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Key Dates
Fall 2019 Semester (CS19)



August 23, Friday
November 22, Friday




December 1, Sunday
December 21, Saturday

Semester begins; students arrive between 9:00 a.m. & 3:00 p.m.
Fall break begins at 12:15 pm; students must be off
campus by noon on Saturday, November 23
Thanksgiving break ends; students may return after 1:00 p.m.
Semester Celebration and Departure; students must be off campus
by 5:00 pm

Spring 2020 Semester (CS20)



January 24, Friday
March 20, Friday

Semester begins; students arrive between 9:00 a.m. & 3:00 p.m.
Spring break begins at 12:15 pm; students must be off campus by
noon on Saturday, March 21
 March 29, Sunday
Spring break ends; students may return after 1:00 p.m.
 May 23, Saturday
Semester Celebration and Departure; students must be off campus
by 5:00 pm
We reserve the right to adjust dates based upon program evaluation and goals.
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Sample Weekly Schedule
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