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At ten years of age, I left my primary school with a
passion for learning that has never diminished.
I have only the best memories of my experiences
and can directly link my primary education to
my future life-choices. This is the experience
that we aim to deliver for every one of our
children at Doha English Speaking School.
At Doha English Speaking School we believe in making children worldclass learners, developing in them a confidence and thirst for knowledge
that enables them to realise their talents and create their own futures.
Children leave our school with an appreciation of the diverse range
of intelligences that are needed for our society to function. They are
prepared for the wider-world because they know what to do when
faced with challenge; better than that, they embrace challenge.
In our school our own understanding of effective learning is constantly
evolving and developing. We spend a lot of time researching,
developing and adapting the way in which we teach our children
ensuring that, if something works, we do more of it, if it doesn’t we
change it. We provide our children with an inspirational curriculum
that lights a fire inside them. Our curriculum creates life-long and
treasured memories. Our curriculum is supported with curricular and
extra-curricular enrichment that is innovative and purposeful and we
pride ourselves on the opportunities that we provide for our children.
I am so proud of our school and, more importantly, the individuals
who make it such a special place to be. Choosing the right
school for your child is one of the most important decisions you
will ever make and I warmly invite you to visit our vibrant and
caring learning environment where you can experience firsthand what Doha English Speaking School means to us all.

Sean Sibley
Headteacher
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EA R LY Y E A R S
F O U N DATI O N
STAG E
Foundation Stage 1 & 2
During our Foundation Stage we aim to provide a happy, caring and
stimulating environment where all children are encouraged to reach
their full potential.
Play is at the heart of our curriculum. We believe that children learn best
through hands on experiences that are provided both indoors and outdoors.
Children will develop positive attitudes towards learning if they are provided
with a curriculum that meets their developmental needs. We allow the children
to make choices about the activities they want to participate in.

As you walk around the Foundation Stage you will observe the children engaging in
adult–led focused or child initiated learning activities. We place a strong emphasis on the
prime areas of learning by developing your child’s personal social and emotional skills. This
helps them to feel confident and to achieve their full potential in all areas of learning. We
nurture their communication and language skills and encourage their physical development
through fun, play-based activities. We teach the specific areas of learning, which are literacy,
mathematics, understanding of the world and expressive arts and design. We value the
learning that has already happened in the home environment and aim to build on this by
developing close relationships with parents and carers.
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KE Y STAG E 1

KEY STAGE 2

Year 1 - 2

Year 3 - 6

In Key Stage 1, we have created a warm,
welcoming and stimulating environment where
pupils feel respected and valued. In both
Year 1 and Year 2, we foster a lifelong love of
learning and promote inquisitive minds in our
young people by teaching through a problem
solving approach. Children are encouraged to
be independent, successful learners, through
investigation and reasoning activities. We
help the children to blossom and develop
their confidence in an atmosphere where
children feel safe to share their thoughts and
opinions and to experiment and explore.

We believe in nurturing the whole child and
achieve this by delivering the full English National
Curriculum as well as Arabic and Qatar History.
The Key Stage 1 students, and teachers,
enjoy the outstanding facilities at DESS and
use them creatively to maximise learning
experiences; these include individual
class gardens and a Computing Suite.

The values of DESS: responsibility, kindness,
perseverance and respect, are at the core of
Key Stage 1. Children learn about these values
directly through assemblies and lessons,
but also discreetly through their daily life at
school as they underpin everything they do.
As a result, we help to nurture respectful,
resourceful and empathetic children who leave
us well rounded and ready for Key Stage 2.
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As our children move through Years
3 to 6, the focus continues to be on
developing knowledgeable forward
thinking communicators with a passion
for learning. Teaching staff challenge, give
opportunities for academic and personal
growth, develop interests, talents and self
-confidence. We inspire and nurture the
children in our care, enabling them to fulfil
their potential, whatever their ability.
Our students enjoy a broad and balanced
curriculum beyond the essential life skills of English
and Maths. We integrate special days or weeks,
where the emphasis is on developing, reinforcing
and applying skills learnt, such as Roman Day,
Environmental Day as well as Science and Book
Week. Everyday technology is used to facilitate
and enhance learning. An education beyond
the walls of our school is central to developing
confidence and self-discovery of the children in
Key Stage 2, such as camps within Qatar for our
younger children and abroad for those in Year 6.

As an integral part of the curriculum, Personal
Social & Health Education (PSHE) covers personal
development. Specialist subjects are taught
by our experienced Music, PE, Computing,
Arabic, Islamic Studies and French teachers.
Exciting and wide ranging After School Activities
complement our teaching programme.
Our children are actively engaged in a variety of
experiences which foster their ability to research,
debate, become analytical, evaluate and extend
critical thinking skills. We push the boundaries
beyond mere acquisition of knowledge.
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WH Y CH O O SE
D ES S ?
Our students’ academic results are significantly
above those demonstrated in the UK
national average statistics and their sporting
achievements are also impressive.
We are extremely proud that during our recent
inspection by Penta International our school was
awarded the highest grading of ‘Outstanding’. The
grading allows DESS to be easily compared with other
UK and overseas independent schools. Students
leave DESS well-prepared to move on successfully to
their next phase of education, whether in the UK or
internationally.
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OU R
C LASSES
With a maximum of four form entry in each Year Group our
school remains relatively small with a true community spirit
and family feel. This permits our staff to have individual
knowledge of every child in our care and ensures that each
child is nurtured in a secure and supportive environment
encouraging them to embrace new challenges.
Our teaching staff are hard-working, committed, experienced UK
trained specialists who deliver creative and inspiring lessons.
Doha English Speaking School’s most recent inspection was
conducted by PENTA, an extract from the report reads:
‘The quality of teaching is outstanding. From each different starting
point, the proportion of pupils making and exceeding expected
progress are high compared to UK national figures. Nearly all children
make progress at least in line with their ability, many do better.’
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OUR
C O M M UN I TY
We pride ourselves as a family at DESS working with
parents to nurture and educate their children on
an emotional and practical level during some of the
most exciting, formative, years of the children’s lives.
Our students leave DESS well-prepared for a seamless
transition to UK independent, grammar, state and
international schools they go on to attend.
We have strengthened links with our parental body through our
Parent Council which has assisted our Senior Leadership Team
to improve areas of the school including communication, home
learning and outcomes for children.
Friends of DESS (FOD) is the fundraising forum for DESS parents
and teachers. FOD have generously contributed to our Community
Garden, Adventure Playground and Trim Trail. Every year FOD
organises fantastic events including the Community Garden Planting
Morning, Winter Fair, Ice Lolly and Pizza Days and Bake Sales for the
children to enjoy.
We have a strong connection with our local community and have a special
relationship with the British Embassy who are our sponsors. Our Alumni
community hold dear their memories of attending DESS and still remain in
contact with us.
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PASTORAL
CARE
At DESS we are committed to providing a caring and welldisciplined environment as a basis for our whole school
community to engage in a life-long love of learning.
We work together for the benefit of each individual student,
teaching them the importance of making friendships and to
respect and care for others. Through the rigorous academic
curriculum and our wide range of extra-curricular activities our
children are given the best opportunity for self-development
and discovery to become well rounded, happy, confident
individuals who reach their full potential.
Health and well-being is a priority at DESS. We have a
dedicated nurse, full-time Health and Safety Officer and a
Safeguarding Team. We offer lessons in Personal, Social and
Health Education as part of the core curriculum, and our
‘Learning Mentor’ provides a unique link between the school
and home, offering children and parents guidance when
needed.
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FAC I L I T I E S
DESS benefits from ‘state of the art’ facilities on a
campus which is surrounded by trees, greenery and
grounds where students can learn and play.
DESS facilities include an exceptional library with over
17,000 books; two fully equipped gymnasia; a covered
swimming pool; a grass pitch and hard courts; a fabulous
new Adventure Playground; an Eco Friendly Community
Garden; a theatre (as part of the multi-purpose hall); a
dedicated music and computing suite and a cookery room.
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SPORT
At DESS we want all our students to benefit from
and to enjoy participation in sport. Accordingly
we provide a wide range of curricular and extracurricular sporting opportunities. Sport is an
integral part of life at DESS and we have an excellent
reputation in sports within Qatar with a sporting
prowess to be proud of.
We offer a diverse physical education programme
with unrivalled opportunities for both girls and boys to
acquire skills, develop strength and stamina and play
competitively for the school.
Our swimming, netball, football, indoor and outdoor
athletics and basketball squads are regularly placed
on the winning podium in the many key national
competitions they participate in, including the Qatar
Private Primary Schools Sports Association (QPPSSA)
competitions and the British International Schools Qatar
Games (BISQ Games).
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M U SI C A N D
DRAMA
Music is a foundation subject taught to every child
where pupils learn music theory, sing and play
instruments as part of their lessons. Children also
have the opportunity to take part in instrumental
lessons after school hours.
Our choir has won the Qatar Primary School Choir of
the Year Competition and is well known throughout the
country, performing at high profile events at the British
Embassy, other local events and national competitions,
and was the first international choir to perform at ‘Choirfest
Middle East’.
We think it’s important for children to have the opportunity
to express themselves outside of the classroom in a fun
environment. DESS is fortunate to have a fully equipped stage
with lighting and sound equipment and the children perform in
imaginative and creative fully choreographed musical productions.
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Address
Al Maarri Street, Fereej Kulaib,
Doha, Qatar

Telephone
+974 4459 2750

Admissions Enquiries
registrar@dess.org
www.dess.org
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