Fall 2019 SPRING 2020
C o u r s e C ata l o g

C o u r s e c ata l o g
C u r r i c u l u m

O v e r v i e w

Each semester, Conserve School immerses students in environmental history, nature literature, the
science of conservation, and outdoor skills. Innovative hands -on courses capture students’ imaginations
while making the most of Conserve School’s 1,200-acre wilderness campus. The school’s strikingly beautiful Northwoods location sets the stage for an exceptional educational experience; at Conserve School,
forests, lakes, and wildlife become students’ inspiration, their course materials, and their laboratory. At
the same time, Conserve School’s program advances students’ skills in standard high school subjects.
Conserve School achieves this blend of academics, environmental education, and outdoor activities by
offering a curriculum that includes three types of courses: Core Courses, at the center of Conserve School
learning, are designed around environmental themes and cover the standard academic skills and topics
addressed in upper-level college-preparatory high school courses; Continuity Courses ensure that students
keep pace with their home school courses in the sequential, skill -based areas of mathematics and Spanish;
and Electives and Online Courses offer students opportunity for exploration of the arts as well as the flexibility to enroll in a specific course that is a particular requirement of their home school. Students are
required to take the four core courses and one or two additional courses. All courses include more than
57 hours of direct instruction.
Our junior level college-preparatory high school courses are designed in alignment with the common
core and national standards in each subject. Designed around environmental themes, they all include
frequent outdoor activities.

Core Courses





Environmental Science: AP Environmental Science 1 credit
English: American Literature & the Land -½ credit
History: Environmental Citizenship -½ credit
Physical Education: Outdoor Skills -½ credit

Continuity Courses
Mathematics



Algebra II -½ credit
Precalculus -½ credit

Spanish


Three flexible levels of Spanish (not lower than Spanish 2) -½ credit

Electives



Earth Art -½ credit
Nature Photography - ½ credit
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A P E n v i r o n m e n ta l S c i e n c e - R e q u i r e d

- 1 credit

In this required course, students will complete all of the requirements of a yearlong AP Environmental Science course. Students will study key environmental
issues and investigate solutions that lead to sustainability, locally and globally.
They will identify environmental problems, investigate their causes and examine
from many perspectives the controversies raised by these problems. They will
study the environment in an interdisciplinary way, incorporating biology,
chemistry, and geology with respect to history, economics, politics, and ethics.
They will investigate the relationships between culture, sustainability, and
interrelations in ecosystems. Topics include but are not limited to: the wolf
management controversy, forest management, water quality monitoring.
biodiversity, pollution, waste management, toxicology, population dynamics,
and the limits and renewability of natural resources.
Conserve School's academic schedule is designed to provide long blocks of time
for science classes to utilize our 1,200-acre campus for hands-on problemsolving and research-based learning. This course incorporates field studies,
laboratory exercises, and lectures that guide students to explore the relationships between different components of
the environment, as well as human interactions with this system. The time afforded this class also creates
opportunities for students to investigate environmental science topics of particular relevance to our northwoods
setting.
Students enrolled in the fall semester are encouraged to take the AP Environmental Science exam in the spring at
their sending school. Students enrolled in the spring semester will take the AP exam at Conserve School, at no
additional cost, in May.
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English - Required
This required English course covers the standard academic skills addressed in upper -level college-preparatory high
school English courses, with an emphasis on literature and writing assignments related to environmental themes.
The course emphasizes literary appreciation and analysis, composition skills, and persuasive speaking and writing.
ENGLISH: Ameri can Literature & the Land - ½ c r e d i t
Wild land has long been one of the cornerstones of American literature. The
landscape has shaped who we are, what we think, and how we relate to the world
around us. In this advanced level course we look at how authors from Robert Frost
to Terry Tempest Williams, from Jack London to Jon Krakauer, have used wild
lands as a setting, as a character, as a symbol, and as a cause and celebration.
Students study how others – from Thoreau to modern-day nature writers – have
used the power of their pen, their voices, and today even the Internet – to speak for
the American landscape. We study classic and contemporary voices, the famous and
the lesser-known works of American literature, Emerson to the Internet, to examine how each has reflected the
evolving American relationship to nature.
Going one step further, this course gives students a chance to learn to use their writing and speaking skills, along
with other communication tools, to advocate for their own environmental beliefs, letting them add their own voices
to the long tradition of speaking for the land. Making use of Conserve School’s 1,200 acre campus and the adjacent
Sylvania Wilderness, this hands-on, engaging semester-long course gives the student a truly unique opportunity to
read, write, discuss and think about nature in nature, to experience a federally -designated national wilderness area,
and to learn about their instructors, their fellow students, and the wild land around them.

H

H i s t o r y

History - Required
This required history course covers the standard academic skills addressed in junior and senior level college preparatory high school history courses, with an emphasis on US historical events and analysis related to
environmental themes.
History: Envi ronmental Citizenship - ½ c r e d i t
This course follows the history of environmental stewardship,
primarily in North America, from pre-colonial times through the
present day. Students will explore people's relationship with the
land, and how that has changed over time. The course embraces
experiential learning, and incorporates hands-on activities like mapmaking or orienteering, which help students imagine themselves as
leaders and explorers, develop empathy for Americans from different
eras, regions, and ethnicity, and expand their understanding of their
own experiences through insights drawn from their study of the
American past.
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Physical Education - Required

-½ credit

This required physical education course includes instruction in life -long fitness
as well as in specific outdoor activity skills. Students take part each day in
physical activities that improve their fitness level, their agility and coordination,
and their ability to enjoy the outdoors in a variety of ways. The course also
includes instruction in health and wellness issues such as nutrition and other
components of proper preparation for physical exertion and outdoor travel in
varying weather conditions.
Physical Education—Outdoor Skills
Outdoor Skills
In this course, students are introduced to a full complement of challenging and enjoyable outdoor activities,
designed to increase their comfort in the outdoors, introduce them to life -long outdoor pursuits, and provide them
with opportunities to enjoy the beauty and wonder of the natural world. Conserve School encourages human powered activities, following Leave No Trace (www.lnt.org) principles. Conserve’s Lowenwood campus provides
an ideal setting to learn how to canoe, kayak, Nordic ski, snowshoe, ice skate, and mountain bike. This course
includes instruction in backcountry travel and living skills, including campsite selection and preparation, fire
building, shelter building, backpacking, backcountry cooking and sanitation, and backcountry health and safety.
The course includes time to prepare for multi-day backcountry camping excursions, during which students practice
their backcountry travel and living skills. These excursions include paddling in the Sylvania Wilderness Area,
backpacking along the North Country National Scenic Trail in the Trap Hills, or backpacking in Pictured Rocks
National Lakeshore, all in the backcountry of Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. Students will also participate in a
supervised solo camping experience, utilizing campsites on Conserve’s Lowenwood campus.
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Electives
Elective options may differ from semester to semester; the following are current elective offerings.

M

Mathematics - ½ credit

Mathematics coursework at Conserve School covers the standard academic skills and topics addressed in
typical upper-level college-preparatory high school mathematics courses. Students are placed in courses based on
a review of information provided by the sending school.

Conserve School offers mathematics instruction at two levels:
Algebra II (sometimes called Advanced Algebra)
Pre-Calculus
Conserve School uses the computer based individualized Assessment and LEarning in
Knowledge Spaces (www.ALEKS.com) system to provide each student with a course
of studies that meets their individual needs and the expectations of their sending
school. The ALEKS website describes the program as:
“… the new way to learn math on the World-Wide-Web. By knowing exactly which math concepts the student has mastered,
which are shaky, and which are new but within reach, ALEKS enables the student to work on those concepts the student is most
ready to learn. ALEKS is a full-time automated tutor, including explanations, practice and feedback.”
ALEKS begins with a comprehensive assessment to determine what each student has already mastered and what
each student is ready to learn next. Based on assessment results, students are presented with choices of what to
learn next. This process continues until the entire curriculum is mastered.
As students work through the course, they can select among a range of topics. The topic list is completely
individualized – and shows only those topics for which the student has already mastered all the prerequisites.
Students are more successful because they are ready to learn the topic. Success leads to increased confidence and
self-esteem. ALEKS also fosters independent learning by providing multiple explanations and solutions.
Students are assessed on what they have learned during the semester, with the expectation that all students will
progress at least one semester in their mathematical understanding. Each student’s semester course is based on the
course information received from their sending school. All students will have access to ALEKS for at least one
month after the end of the semester, so students who wish to go further may do so.

S

Spanish - World Language -½ credit

Conserve School provides direct instruction in Spanish. Students improve
cultural and intercultural understandings through practicing the four basic
skills of reading, writing, speaking, and listening. As students learn languages and
cultures, they increase their awareness of the environmental, ethical, and
technological issues facing the world today.
Three flexible levels of Spanish are available, though never lower than Spanish II. These courses cover the standard
academic skills and topics addressed in typical upper-level college-preparatory world language courses. Sending
school teachers are asked to fill out questionnaires to help Conserve School teachers tailor the curriculum so that
students are able to re-join their sending school classes with ease.
Students studying other languages have two options:
Students may choose to take a break from language studies while at Conserve School.
Students may continue language study on-line, at their own expense. See “Online Courses” on a later page.
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Earth Art—Visual Arts -½ credit
This course focuses on creating art with and within the natural world. Making paper that
includes fiber from local invasive plants, painting with pigments extracted from soils that
students bring with them from their homes, and drawing with pens made from twigs and
bamboo are some of the crafts and arts that students will explore. Binding books, creating
cordage from local fibers, felting wool, and drawing and painting are other activities and
adventures that will happen in the course. Students will often venture outside during all
seasons to interact with the landscape and the weather to discover more about their own
relationship to the natural world. Prepare to explore the resources offered by this place
in the world, and to deepen your learning and your own connection to “terra firma” while
you develop your resourcefulness!

Nature photography—Fine Arts -½ credit
In this course we will look at the power of photography from its creation to today – its role in nature art, the environmental movement, adventure, as well as developing a personal sense of place. The goals of this course include introducing the students to the increasingly important body of work known as Nature Photography in
America and around the world. Students will study the history of photography, the mechanics of how a camera
operates, the work of influential photographers from historic times to the present, the power of photography in
the environmental movement, as well as artistic components
such as composition, depth of field, and more. It will challenge
students to study both how humans see and how cameras record
an image, and give them the tools to convert their vision into a
photograph. Each student will build a personal
portfolio of photographs – from environmental portraits to macro work to wildlife photography – for display and critique and
study the business of publishing and exhibiting photography .
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Online Courses-Conserve

School does not

credit

online

courses

In order to fulfill a sending school requirement or pursue an academic interest not addressed by Conserve
School’s program, students may be allowed to enroll in one online course while attending Conserve School.
Conserve School will not place the online course on the Conserve School transcript. Families are expected to
cover the cost of the online course. The online school should report the student’s grade directly to the sending
school. Families should be sure to discuss the online course with the sending school counselor prior to enrolling
the student in the course, in order to make sure that the sending school will accept the online school’s credits.
Online courses are independent and they require a great deal of self -discipline and academic motivation. Conserve
School does not provide instruction for online courses, and only provides limited support for online courses. Our
experience has shown that even high-performing students can struggle with the online format. Students at
Conserve School typically want to spend as much time as possible out -of-doors, taking advantage of
extracurricular opportunities, so in this setting an online course can be particularly difficult to focus on.
Conserve School suggests students complete an online readiness survey prior to signing up for an online course
(found on our website https://www.conserveschool.org/uploaded/photos/Academics/Our_Curriculum/
Online_Readiness_Self-Assessment.pdf). After reviewing the readiness survey and the student’s academic
background, students and their families should determine if a student is really ready to take an online course while
attending Conserve School. While at Conserve School, students taking an online course must schedule that course
into one of their two morning elective blocks, and are required to report to the assigned classroom during that
block to work independently on their online course.
Please see the Conserve School Community Handbook for more information regarding taking an online course.

5400 N. Black Oak Lake Rd. Land O Lakes, WI 54540
715-547-1300
www.conserveschool.org

Non-Discrimination Policy

Conserve School admits students of any race, color, national and ethnic origin, immigration status, sex, sexual orientation, gender
identity, creed, or religion.
Conserve School reserves the right to modify the program described in this guide as necessary to better meet the needs of our students.

