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Google Vs The Library!
Google

● Less than 10% of 
Google is K-12 
curriculum relevant. 

● No method for 
adjusting reading level. 

● High percentage of 
information is not 
updated regularly, and 
may be created by 
questionable sources. 

The Library 

● K-12 curriculum relevant for 
students and teachers. 

● Variety of databases at all 
reading levels. 

● Editorially selected best of 
publisher quality articles and 
websites that are reviewed and 
updated regularly and meet K-
12 curriculum and state 
standards 

Sources:  http://www.library.yale.edu/researcheducation/pdfs/Searching_Evaluating_Resources.pdf
 and  http://www.region15.org/filestorage/158/160/458/676/sirsxgoogle.pdf



Student 
Links 

is available 
on every 

elementary 
school 

homepage!



Student iPads also have 
easy access to these sites!











ERESOURCES TO USE AT 
HOME AND IN THE LIBRARY

Youth Edition



WHY DO KIDS NEED 
INFORMATION?
•Expand information literacy

•Learn research skills

•Complete school assignments

•Discover facts about personal interests

•Meet educational standards



WHY USE 
ERESOURCES?
•Always available with a library card

•Professionally published, authoritative content
•Written by experts in their fields

•Evaluated for accuracy and credibility

•Go through an editorial process, like books

•Designed for students, with many listing lexile levels of content

•Well-organized and stable

•Promotes digital literacy skills



TROY PUBLIC 
LIBRARY WEBSITE

troypl.org









BOOKFLIX, FREEDOM 
FLIX & TRUE FLIX

Resources for 
reading, science and 
history



• BookFLIX combines a video storybook 
with a non-fiction text on the same 
topic.

• Children are introduced to reading for 
fun and reading for information.

• The program helps to build literacy 
concepts, such as identifying 
important details and integrating 
knowledge.



• FreedomFLIX includes eBooks 
for the entire Cornerstones of 
Freedom series by Scholastic.

• Each topic includes a short 
video clip, maps, timelines and 
whiteboard activities.

• eBooks can be sorted by Lexile 
Level.

• There also are links to primary 
source materials.

To access 
FreedomFLIX at 
home, you must 
have a valid library 
card number.



• TrueFLIX offers eBooks for 
the complete set of True 
Books, a non-fiction series in 
science and social studies.

• Each topic includes a video 
clip.

• The resource includes read-
along capabilities.

• The content is designed for 
children in third through fifth 
grade.

• Primary source material and 
links to relevant websites 
also are available.

To access 
TrueFLIX at 
home, you 
must have a 
valid library 
card number.



HOMEWORK HELP
Live online tutoring, 
writing help, and 
research databases



• BrainFuse offers live tutoring from 2 
to 11 p.m. daily.

• Tutoring is grade level and topic 
specific.

• Students are capable of creating a 
whiteboard or chat space to 
communicate with classmates when 
they can’t meet in person.

• Practice activities and tests can be 
saved in a free account.

• Tutors are qualified instructors, and 
have cleared background and 
reference checks.



PEBBLEGO & KIDS 
INFO BITS 



• Pebble Go is designed for 
beginning researchers and 
offers easy navigation.

• Learning experiences are 
available via text, video, 
audio, read along and more.

• The program is meant for 
emergent readers, from 
preschool through third 
grade.

• The content includes 
reproducibles and games.



• Kid Info Bits allows early 
researchers to search for 
articles on a variety of 
topics.

• Search results can include 
magazine articles, news 
video clips, newspaper 
articles, pictures and 
excerpts from books.

• The articles can be read to 
users.

• Results can be sorted by 
Lexile Level.

• Kids Info Bits can be useful 
to children in a variety of 
ages and grade levels.



WHAT DO I READ 
NEXT?



• NoveList K-8 Plus offers book 
recommendations and 
reviews from book experts.

• Users can search by subject, 
title and author.

• Some results have book 
discussion guides included.

• Each selection offers title, 
series or author read-alike 
lists.

• Lexile Levels are included.
• Selections are linked to the 

TPL Catalog. That way, it’s 
easy to find out if a book is 
available to check out.



CONTACT 
INFORMATION



TROY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
CONTACTS
•Youth Services Reference Desk: 248-524-3541 or 
ysref@troymi.gov

•Meaghan Battle, Head of Youth Services: 248-524-3543 
or M.Battle@troymi.gov

•Olivia Olson, Teen Librarian: 248-680-7297 or O.
Olson@troymi.gov

• More information about the library is always available at 
www.troypl.org.



QUESTIONS? 
FUTURE TOPIC 

IDEAS?
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