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From the President

The term, philanthropy, is one which sometimes seems to belong to an elite,
well-moneyed class of individuals. As a result, most of us don't think of ourselves

as philanthropists. In reality, however, each of the names within this report is a
philanthropist - an individual whose gift has made a difference. This sort of grassroots
philanthropy is important because it provides opportunities for so many who, without
those gifts, may not realize the potential which exists in all of us.

The A+ Foundation for West Aurora Schools believes in the transformative power of
education and funnels its efforts, through the allocation of philanthropic gifts, to the
staff, students, and community which is West Aurora District 129. The very existence

of the A+ Foundation is due to the generous nature of our supporters. And, while

A+ is proud of its key endeavors like the Hall of Honor, Excellence in Education,
Fund-A-Need, and Banding Together, if it weren't for the continued support of our
community, alumni, and sponsors - our very own philanthropists — A+ wouldn't be able
to implement these initiatives and honor our mission. These "West-side Philanthropists'
contribute in a variety of ways - bequests, corporate sponsorships, endowment
contributions, honorariums, #ILGive, individual donations, payroll deduction, planned
giving. Regardless of the mode of support, we are grateful beyond words.

This A+ Annual Report applauds the philanthropist in each of its donors who, in his or
her own special way, is changing the lives of students by supporting and promoting
educational and cultural programs in District 129 schools. The benefit to the student
is immeasurable, and, in the short term, will be seen through that student's smile.
But, in the long term, these gifts will be manifested in that student's pride of
accomplishment and that student's belief in his or her future self.

Thank you for your continued support,

Don Pilmer
President
A+Foundation for West Aurora Schools
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Class of 1987 enjoy their 30th reunion with A+ Foundation at Banding Together.

Hall of Honor Banding Together
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West Aurora High School Alumni Scholarship Our Mission

Congratulations to PAULINA REYES SANCHEZ who is the 2018
recipient of the West Aurora High School Alumni Scholarship.
Paulina has long-term goals which involve her academic initiatives
of pursuing engineering as a profession. Engineering, the creative
application of science, mathematical methods, and empirical
evidence to the innovation, design, construction, operation and
maintenance of structures, machines, materials, devices, systems,
processes, and organizations, has fascinated Paulina.

As a result, Paulina plans to attend the Illinois Institute of Technology

(IIT) to pursue a degree in Chemical Engineering. But her goals don't stop there.
She also would like to obtain her Masters in Biological Engineering with a minor in
Engineering Management.

Smith School Scholarship Winner

Congratulations to KARINA ANTUNEZ who is the 2018 recipient of the Smith School
Scholarship. She plans to attend University of Illinois-Chicago to pursue Civil
Engineering. She wants to be part of construction projects that people will utilize.

Karina Antunez has been selected to receive the Smith Elementary School Scholarship,
an annual scholastic award given to a graduating senior who attended

Smith Elementary School. Karina, a 2018 graduate of West Aurora.

Civil engineers conceive, design, build, supervise, operate,
construct, and maintain infrastructure projects and systems in
the public and private sector, including roads, buildings, airports,
tunnels, dams, bridges, and systems for water supply and
sewage treatment. Karina wants to be a part of these types

of construction projects that all people use.

Congratulations, Karina.




PAST HONOREES

2018 Hall of Honor Honorees

John Cordogan, ‘73

John C. Cordogan, AIA (American Institute of Architects), West Aurora Class
of 1973, has created one of the largest and most successful architectural and
engineering firms in the greater Chicago area, Cordogan Clark and Associates.
On the top twenty list of Crain's Chicago Business, Cordogan Clark's portfolio
includes educational, cultural, hospitality, municipal, recreational and
residential projects. His work is included in the permanent collection of the
Chicago Historical Society and the Chicago Athenaeum Museum of Design.
He has garnered recognition and awards for numerous projects, among
which are:

Greenman Elementary School

Herget Middle School

41st & 43rd Street Pedestrian Bridge, Lake Shore Drive, Chicago

John Dunham Partnership School

His international impact includes a 1997 collaboration with the Zhou Brothers in conjunction with
the 2008 Beijing Olympics handling the structuring and programming of the Timegate Monument,
bringing the timelessness of the Chinese culture to the Olympics.

John Dunham, ‘43

In 1943, John Dunham took the reins of the Dunham Company, founded in
1913 by his father, Thomas Dunham. During John's tenure, Dunham Company
became Equipto, and became an industry innovator of steel shelving for retail,
medical, automotive, education, and government market sectors. \With Aurora
as the national headquarters, Equipto went global doing business in Central
and South America, Canada, Mexico, Asia, and the Middle East.

Aurora, however, was home and the community flourished under his
generosity. His lasting impact would be to leave his neighbors a safer and
more prosperous community. The Dunham Fund has grown to support all
aspects of the Fox Valley Community through its grants to non-profits including the Dunham
Educational/Vocational Training Center, John C. Dunham STEM School on the Aurora University
campus, Waubonsee Community College Early College Academy, A+ Foundation for West Aurora
Schools, West Aurora High School - Renovated Science Lab, Fred Rogers East Aurora Magnet
School, Paramount Theatre - Broadway Series, and the John C. Dunham Pavilion at RiverEdge Park.
John Dunham remains a force whose name is synonymous with Aurora and her successes.

Leslie (Roney) Johnston, ‘90

The global apparel industry employs over 150 million people whose jobs are
to create fashion. The reality of the industry, however, is that cotton farmers
often handle dangerous pesticides and factory workers often make clothes in
dangerous conditions. Leslie Johnston, Class of 1990, Executive Director of
C&A Foundation, believes that the apparel industry has the power to

change. Leslie and her team work to create dignified work, improve working
conditions, and accelerate the sustainability journey of those businesses
which are the industry's backbone.

Leslie's impact is seen through:
Transitioning smallholder farmers to organic cotton.
Eradicating forced and child labor.
Improving working conditions in factories.
Creating a multi-stakeholder innovation platform

Leslie has also advised several organizations on their strategies as a member of the Aspen
Institute's ANDE Executive Committee and TechnoServe's Global Advisory Council. She serves as a
Board Member of GoodWeave International (US), the Organic Cotton Accelerator (NL), Fashion for
Good (NL), Cotton Connect (UK), and the COFRA Foundation (CH).

More information about Hall of Honor and our honorees can be found
on the A+ website at https://www.sd129.org/Page/2691.



William C. Murphy, ‘38

Following graduation from West High in 1938, William C. (Bill) Murphy
received a full scholarship from Harvard University. Graduating in 1942,

he then began his service in the U.S. Navy aboard the escort carrier US.S.
Corregidor during WWII. In 1949, he returned to Aurora to practice law with
the firm of Reid, Murphy, Ochsenschlager & Hupp, one of the largest and most
successful law firms in suburban Chicago.

He was a member of the Illinois State Bar Association (ISBA), the American
Bar Association (ABA), the Association of Trial Lawyers of America (ATLA), the
American Law Institute, the Kane County Bar Association (KCBA) (President
1972-1973), and American College of Trial Lawyers.

Regarded as one of the best trial lawyers in Illinois, his skill and eloquence were models for two
generations. His notable cases included People v. Isaacs (1969), Vendo Company v. Stoner, and
Molitor v. Kaneland Community School District. The latter was a landmark lawsuit, which abolished
the doctrine of sovereign immunity in Illinois and allowed individuals to sue government entities for
negligent conduct.

Nancy Ochsenschlager, ‘57

Nancy Ochsenschlager, Class of 1957, is hailed nationally as the “Mother

of Cultural Festivals" for her career as Associate Producer for events which
celebrate diversity and support humanitarian and philanthropic goals. In
1982, she became the Associate Producer for The New Orleans Jazz and
Heritage Festival "a cultural feast in which thousands of musicians, cooks and
craftspeople welcome 400,000 visitors each year."

For 30+ years, Nancy was responsible for this large, 10 day fair with food
booths, arts and crafts booths, and multiple stages featuring indigenous
music styles and evening concert series featuring such notables as Eric
Clapton, Bruce Springsteen, Charlie Wilson, Public Enemy, Preservation Hall Jazz Band, and gospel,
R&B, African, Latin, Caribbean, and folk music.

Nancy coordinated President Bill Clinton's Inaugural events and organized the Saratoga and
Bermuda Jazz Festivals. Nancy's lifetime of embracing cultural differences led to her ‘retirement’in
Guatemala and the non-profit Amigos de Santa Cruz Foundation.

Roy J. Solfisburg, ‘61

Roy J. Solfisburg lll, Class of 1961, created structures that combined utility
and awe. As the Senior Managing and Designer Partner at Holabird and Root,
a premier architectural firm, he distinguished himself as an architect known
for his performing arts centers, corporate buildings, hospital architecture and
residential designs.

Some of his notable designs are captured in Northwestern University's
McGaw Memorial Hall renovations, the Saenger Theatre in Pensacola, Florida
(whose four-year restoration project elevated it to the National Register of
Historic Places), and the Casa Cameleon, the Solfisburg vacation home on
Florida's Sanibel Island (featured in Architectural Digest).

Roy's honors include the American Institute of Architects (AIA) National Honor Award, the
Florida Governor's Award, 100 Top Architects in the World-Architectural Digest (1991, 1992),
and Fellow of AIA,

David M. Theno, ‘68

It's about saving lives.

Remain unrelenting in your passion for food safety.

Never forget to have that deep concern for people who are victims
of illness.

With these three goals, Dr. David M. Theno, Class of 1968, encouraged food
companies to make food safe for customers. In 1993, Jack In the Box became
the face of a deadly outbreak of E coli, killing four and injuring hundreds in
the Pacific Northwest. Dave was recruited to investigate and determine what
could be done to stop it from happening again. His strategy and commitment
to food safety not only changed the company, but Dave's solutions transformed the entire food
industry. His suggestions for new guidelines, stricter rules, and concern for consumers persuaded
the USDA and the FDA to endorse HACCP (Hazard Analysis & Critical Control Point). This industry-
changing move became the fundamental safety program for meat inspection. Dave ushered in the
modern era of food safety.

Our Vision

enrich
THE CURRICULUM

inspire
EXCELLENCE IN

STUDENTS

AND STAFF

expand
OPPORTUNITIES
FOR COMMUNITY

INVOLVEMENT

foster
ALUMNI
CONNECTIONS




2017-18 Fund-A-Need

The A+ Foundation sponsored the following Parent/Teacher Association (PTA),
Parent/Teacher Organization (PTO), and Parent/Teacher/Student Association (PTSA)
projects for 2017-18.

GOODWIN HERGET WASHINGTON
Fun Fair Husky Hangout 4th and 5th Grade Fun Night
HALL JEFFERSON WEST HIGH
Santori Library Family Night 8th Grade Dance Hot Chocolate Fridays

FEARN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Enriching Reading through Literature - Funding provided by the
A+ Foundation Reading Fund
Lyrics2Learn - Funding provided by the A+ Foundation

FREEMAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
Guided Math Station Tools - Funding provided by the A+ Foundation

GREENMAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Literacy Bags - Funding provided by the A+ Foundation Reading Fund
One Book, One School - Partial funding provided by the A+ Foundation

HALL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
SWAG - Students Who Are Great - Partial funding provided by the
A+ Foundation
Summer Reading Program - Funding provided by the Sherry Eagle

Endowment Fund
Friends of Aurora After School Program Summer Reading

Mentor Program - Partial funding provided by the A+ Foundation
Green Screen is the Place to Be - Funding provided by the A+ Foundation
Girls’ Club - Funding provided by Neal and Mary Clark Ormond

HOPE WALL SCHOOL
Getting Ready for School - Funding provided by the A+ Foundation

SCHNEIDER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Listening Center Read Alongs - Partial funding provided by Jim and Clare
Toynton and the A+ Foundation Reading Fund
Morning Tubs - The Power of Play - Funding provided by the A+ Foundation
Schneider Multicultural Celebrations Around the World - Partial Funding
provided by the A+ Foundation

SMITH ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Second Grade Scholastic News Subscription - Funding provided by the
A+ Foundation
Smith Superstar Peer Buddy Group - Partial Funding provided by the
A+ Foundation




TODD SCHOOL Do your little

Kinderbop Spectacular - Partial funding provided by the A+ Foundation |

Parent Resource Lending Library - Funding provided by the A+ Foundation blt Of g OOd

Reading Fund \X/ h e r@ yo U

Family STEM Nights - Funding provided by George and Brenda Malina a re lt'S th OS@
1

Watch D.O.G.S. - Funding provided by George and Brenda Malina

little bits of

JEFFERSON/McCLEERY
Jefferson/McCleery Reading Buddies - Funding provided by the g OOd p Ut
A+ Foundation together that
JEFFERSON MIDDLE SCHOOL overwhelm
8th Grade US History Field Trip to Naper Settlement - Funding provided by th e WO r[d
the A+ Foundation '
Funding for Spring Musical - Partial funding provided by the A+ Foundation —Desmond Tutu

Wireless Stage Microphones - Funding provided by Kerry Proczko and the
A+ Foundation

Senior Citizens Band Breakfast and Concert - Funding provided by Jim and
Clare Toynton, Neal and Mary Clark Ormond and the A+ Foundation

JEWEL MIDDLE SCHOOL
‘There’s a Spy in the House" - Funding provided by the A+ Foundation

WASHINGTON MIDDLE SCHOOL
Students Get “Hooked" on “Booked"” - Funding provided by the A+
Foundation
My Genius - Funding provided by the Sherry Eagle Endowment Fund

WEST HIGH SCHOOL
Work Program Community Field Trips - Partial funding provided by
Ingrid Roney and the A+ Foundation
Successful Transitions - Funding provided by the A+ Foundation
Parent/Student College Tour - Partial funding provided by the A+
Foundation
Escape the Classroom - Funding provided by the A+ Foundation
Book Club - Funding provided by the A+ Foundation Library Fund
Restorative Justice - Funding provided by the A+ Foundation
Kleenslate Customizable Dry Erase Boards - Funding provided by the
A+ Foundation
Business Professionals of America - Funding provided by the A+ Foundation
Above the Influence - Funding provided by Gary and Mary Jewel
Marching Band Uniforms - Funding provided by the North Aurora Lodging 1 LLC




Excellence in Education Banquet

2018 Excellence in Education Award Recipients

The Excellence in Education Banquet was held on March 8 at the Aurora Country Club.
This special event honors the highest achieving, Class of 2018 students graduating
from West High School and the educators who have influenced them. The evening is
dedicated to the recognition of academic accomplishments by the top 5 percent of the
graduating senior class and the support from their parents and educators. Each student
honored selected the educator who had the biggest impact on his or her scholastic

life. These educators include elementary, middle and high school teachers, music and
dance instructors, mentors, tutors, coaches and club sponsors.

CLASS OF 2018: Excellence in Education Scholars

Mariah Barnett Kaylin Lay Jacqueline Rivera
Stella Barrera Mercedes Maglio Sienna Rucka
Isabelle Barriball Emily Manko Elizabeth Stefancic
Emma Boyle Riley McCabe Matthew Sullivan
Beth Bunnetto Tyler McLaren Alexis Tartaglia
Shannon Casey Kyle Melles Vanessa Terrazas
Alonso Cisneros Pranav Menon Zachary Thorell
Carrick Coakley Ryan Miller Dustin Tomas
Sarah Denovellis Melanie Oswald Gabriella Tovar
Theresa Dolasinski Sofia Papoutis Jane Voris

Saarah Hall Sofia Patida Maria Zamudio
Erin Inglesias Deviena Pratomo Cameron Zimmerman
Hannah Johnson Kristen Raffanti

Daniel Keller Paulina Reyes Sanchez

Olivia La Allison Riggs

2018: Excellence in Education Educators

Vic Anderson Steven John Robert Payne
Christi Castenson Thomas Kraus Mike Runge
Jason Christiansen Amy Lopez Rod Schueller
Meghan Cochran Matthew Love Steve Stern
Andrea DiDonato Sue Ludwigs Christina Tammen
Sue Fowler Lauren Mackey Theresa Thum
Ryan Gatbunton Andrew McCann Levi Treadway
Valerie Heinkel Heidi Ochsenschlager Teresa Waldinger

Jennifer Hornburg Jennifer Pauley Lauren Wasulko
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Banding Together

In its sixth year, the family which is District 129 Music gave a fresh spin to their yearly
Banding Together event. Students, alumni (kudos to the Class of 1987's reunion with
Q0+ in attendance), staff and community members came together to enjoy an evening
of music, fun, and reconnecting. Hosted by Two Brothers Roundhouse, the talented
performers rocked the night away. All proceeds from the concert, which amounted

to over $4800, go to the Halfvarson Endowment Fund for music education and the

Meg Papadolias Endowment for the Arts, helping District 129 students pursue careers

in music. The night was perfect, as everyone enjoyed an evening “under the stars”.
Banding Together has also become a great reunion meeting spot. Last year, the class of
1987 enjoyed their 30th reunion at Two Brothers. listening to live music by West Aurora’s
past and present musicians and enjoying their company.

Mark your calendar for September 22, 2018 for Banding Together VII. |—| ]Ce,S
persistent
District Fine Arts Festival and most

Members of the A+ Board awarded recognition to twenty-one students at this year's U I’g e ﬂt
festival. Categories for the awards were: Hope Wall, Pre-K - 1, 2-3, 4-5, middle school, q u estl O n |S
and high school with recognition being given in areas such as drawing, painting, "
3-dimensional art, digital art, and photography. Ribbons and certificates were given to all \X/ h at a re
honorees. Elementary students also received a book, Shakespeare’s Seasons, illustrated ;

ou doin

by Shannon Whitt, a West Aurora alumna. Secondary students received a certificate Y
and a $20 Amazon gift card. Entries this year were wonderful and it was difficult to make fO I Ot h e rS?

decisions!! The recipients were:

—Martin Luther King Jr.
Hope Wall: Citlali Arendondo, Sara Mull, David Leana

Grades K-1: Jazmyn Villalpando, Hall; Benedite Kupa, Nicholson;

Logan Ferreiro, Goodwin

Grades 2-3: Kanleyah Mayberry, Greenman; Kyli Garcia, Goodwin; Chasity, Hill
Grades 4-5: Maggie Pendell, Freeman; Fiona Lin, Goodwin; Jacci Garfias, Schneider
Middle Schools: Jaylen Andujar, Kara Fowler, Emma Camp,

Washington; Molly Best, Jewel

High School: Caitlin Bower, Claire Matrisciano, Victoria Smith,

Natalie Diaz, Leslie Gonzalez

THIS YEAR THE A+ FOUNDATION
SPONSORED THE SCHOOL DISTRICT'S
GOLDEN APPLE WINNERS.

Congratulations to the West
Aurora 2018 Golden Apple
recipients Brad Hillshiem, Kim
Orchard, and Corrine Rapp.




ILGIVE RAISED
OVER

$15,070

Don't judge
each day
by the
harvest
you reap,
bout by

the seeds
you plant.

—Robert Louis Stevenson

O
O

Giving Tuesday’s #ILGIVE Campaign

A great big thank you goes to the generous people who donated to our Foundation's
“Giving Tuesday" campaign on November 28. Giving Tuesday gives us an opportunity
to unite our community around causes in which we truly believe and help nonprofit
organizations connect to the larger community. With your help, we can continue to
provide support to enhance lifelong learning opportunities for the students, staff, and
alumni of West Aurora. The money raised on Giving Tuesday goes directly to student
programs and events.

We appreciate you!

Katie Pool, Mark and Susan Siekierski, Elizabeth Lundeen, Debbie Steinheimer, Lois
Sanders, Bart Grometer, Randy Steinheimer, Jennifer Herman, Don Pilmer, Kerry Proczko,
Cherie Esposito, Scott Robowski, David Richert, Richard Kerns, Mike Laurx, John F. McKee,
Frank and Char Voris, Kirhofer Sports Inc., Patrick and Ingrid Roney, Patrice Perez, Scott and
Michelle Voris, Brian Dahl, Mary Clark Ormond, Dawn Gluting, Joseph Henning, Michael
Morcos, Laura Beatus, Laurel Ormond, Old Second National Bank, Sanjay Shetty, George
and Brenda Malina, Neal Ormond, Bert and Pat Swanson, Linda Pilmer, Ralph and Linda
Voris, Olsson Roofing, Randi and Bob Ochsenschlager

Donor Appreciation Breakfast

The A+ Foundation for West Aurora School hosted its 2nd Annual Donor Appreciation
Breakfast on Thursday, November 18. The event was held at the new Nancy Hill
Elementary School in Aurora, a vibrant neighborhood school which blends the old and
the new through the restoration of the original Hill School W/PA tile and wood murals,
original 1888 millwork, closets, doors, casings, and the original Nancy L. Hill School
limestone plaque. The 60+ guests were treated to a delicious breakfast served in the
beautiful library media center which houses some of the recently restored old murals
which had graced the District's buildings.

Not only were these donors surrounded by the past beauty of the District's history but
they were also informed of some of the new and exciting programs that their donations
have helped fund in the West Aurora School District. Dr. Brett Burton talked about
Washington Middle School's after school program, My Genius. My Genius offers students
a variety of activities which focus on these students' talents while working on raising
their reading levels. Ms. Kelly Jacobson spoke on the importance of the Peer Mediation/
Restorative Justice program that is in place at the high school. This program helps
students who have been in crisis remain on the right track to individual success. The
breakfast program concluded with entertainment from the Hill School Choir under the
direction of music teacher, Kelsi Miller. This group of students meets on a regular basis
both to practice and perform at various events.

Ingrid Roney, Executive Director of A+, believes it is important (and fun) to say thank you
and “to show sponsors what their donations are funding, is an important component of
any Foundation." She continues to applaud that the A+ sponsors and said events such
as the Donor Appreciation Breakfast “lets us brag about West Aurora and show off some
great programs that are now in place because of their generosity.”



Financials

Balance Ending
as of Balance
FUND 12/31/2016 Receipts Disbursements 12/31/2017
A+ Foundation for West Aurora
Schools Administrative 243,868.86 37.344.23 10,099.64 271,113.45
Endowment Fund
A+ Foundation for West Aurora
Schools Fund 68,150.28 272,856.51 289,060.62 51,046.17*
A+ Foundation for West Aurora 0578714 00.050.00 152787 804.300.27
High School Science Fund 305787 500.050. 527 309
Dr. Sh R E E i
r. Sherry agle Education 87,065.88 14,071.56 2,817.22 08,320.22
Endowment Fund
Sten & Lucile Halfvarson 150 5 82 1868 18002
Endowment Fund 5.073.4 4.348.23 518. .902.97
Janet Kircher Isler 166 8 2670 1132 102 521
Endowment Fund 9494 70473 13247 92,521.74
Meg Papadolias
Endowment Fund 24.469.32 5,817.80 53115 29.755.97
West Aurora High School Fund in .
Memory of Richard J. Dorsey 499880 - 90.62 490818
Richard & Carole Wyatt
Endowment Fund 40,639.78 6.808.20 61.88 47.386.10
West Aurora High School
Library Endowment Fund 89.354.34 2347749 182516 111,006.67
Smith Elementary 1000.00 75.00 10022 727
School Scholarship DR 5 00225 75
A+ Foundation for West Aurora 001052 20.267.02 8 100,872.70
Schools Reading Endowment Fund 90.0195 297 44354 9872
A+ Foundation for West Aurora 20317560 10.550.00 2220 21040246
Schools Reading Initiative Fund 3175 550 3323 4024
John W McDougal MAC. 612 55 00 100 646.0
Scholarship Fund 324.39 325 00335 p£45.04
West Aurora High School Alumni _ 1000.00 1000.00 p—
Scholarship Fund RS T
A+ Foundation checking account 5521 1471408 12,088 6 -
held within the CFFRV 53223 4314 3, 97 0474
Checkbook at Old Second 1808 500000 1200h } 20000
National Bank (#10101021524) 515. ' ' 209.05 309.03
Total of all funds 1,352,717.20 040,039.85 (328,735.97) 1,064,021.08
NOTES:

* These funds do not include investment of its principal and therefore will not include dividends, interest income or realized

and unrealized gains and losses.

2 The 3" quarter 2017 report from the Community Foundation of the Fox River Valley was corrected to include an additional
$2,935.64 in contributions. This addition has been reflected in the 4" quarter Fund Balance Report as we had already approved

the 3 quarter Report.
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DICK DORSEY
SPORTSMANSHIP
WINNER

Faith Pokryfkeis a

standout softball player who
also excels in the classroom.
Faith has garnered a 4.18 GPA
and ranks at 46th out of 746 in
the senior class. Her coaches
praise her and her resolution.
One coach said that “Faith is a
very respectful student-athlete.
While there are things that have
not gone her way, she pushes
past them and tries to get
better. She is determined not to
let these things get to her and
figures out a way to make things
better." Faith exhibits all those
characteristics that will make her
a success in all her endeavors.

2017 Lifetime Giving to the
A+ Foundation for West Aurora Schools

PLATINUM STAR $250,000

City of Aurora
Dunham Fund

GOLD STAR $20,000+

Alarm Detection

Kevin Fitzpatrick

Fuse

Janet Kircher Isler

William and Fran Myers

Richard and Cloe Jean Olson
Family Charitable Fund

Neal and Mary Clark Ormond

VAYA Group

Frank and Char Voris

Ralph and Linda Voris’

Voris Family Permanent
Endowment

The Wadsworth Family
Endowment Fund

West Aurora Schools District
Odd Cents Fundraiser

Arthur \Wyatt

SILVER STAR WITH
DISTINCTION $10,000

Aurora University
Community Foundation of the
Fox River Valley
Sherry R. Eagle Endowment
Fund
Emerson Network Power
& Energy Systems
Grainger Matching Fund
Program
James Groninger
Halfvarson Endowment
Joanne Harris/Robert and
Betty Hosler Harris Fund”
Herget Family”
Gary and Mary Jewel
Kelmscott Communications
North Aurora Lodging 1 LLC
Neal and Mary Clark Ormond”
Old Second National Bank
Papadolias Endowment
James and Jo Rydland
Angela and Greg Smith
Scott and Michelle Voris
Waubonsee Community
College

SILVER STAR $5000+

Caterpillar Inc.

Clear Perspective Advisors

Jane Davis

Isla "Tish" Evers

George Finley

Peter and Judy Kerl®

LuAnne Kelsey

Bob and Randli
Ochsenschlager

PMA Financial Network Inc.

Read with Me Fund

Robbins Schwartz

Edward and Sharon Stredde

Studio GC Inc.

James and Clare Toynton

West Aurora Alumni
Association

BRONZE $2,500+

Artlip & Sons

Aurora Housing Authority

Aurora Kiwanis Club

Aurora Metals Division

Aurora Rotary Club

Aurora Tri-State Fire
Protection

Jim and Ruth Benson

Cordogan and Clark
Architects

Ted and Diane Crawshaw

Crowe Horwath

Sherry and Howard Eagle

Frost Electric

William Gifford

Bruce and Margot Goldsmith

Kirhofer Sports

George and Brenda Malina

Mark and Nina Menis/Kayton
Family Fund

Mickey, Wilson, Weiler, Renzi
& Andersson PC

McDonalds Matching Gifts

Dennis Olden

Olsson Roofing Company

PMA Financial Network

Painters District Council 30

Dave and Mary Ann Petree

Schmit McDonalds Inc.

Studio GC

West Aurora Office
Professionals

Mary Lou Zolper

PEWTER $1000+

Deann Alleman

Alschuler, Simantz & Hel LLC

American Taxi Dispatch Inc.

Arbor Management

John Auther

Jim and Ruth Benson

Dave and Helen Bergman

Roger and Mary Bernard

BMO Harris

John and Nancy Brock

Don and Betty Brownson

David Bryant

Jeff and Pat Butler

Michael and Francine Chapin

Dennis and Virginia Cotter

Crystal Financial Consultants

Durham School Services

Fairview Dental

Frances Dorsey

eChalk

Farmers Insurance Group of
Companies

Caryl Farnum

First Busey Corporation

Fox Valley Building Trades
Allan and Marilyn Freedy
Friends of Lauzen
Frost Electric
Thomas Gallagher
Jeff Gatesmith
John and Mary Ann Gee
Peter and Susan Grometer
Dick and Lynn Harrison
Healy Chapel
Ronald and Janet Hem
Healy Chapel
Tom and Sonni Herget
Gary Hessenberger
David and Sandy Hipp
Jonathan and Amber Hylton
JILT. Johnson
Craig and Karen Johnson
Phillip and Kathern Johnson
Johnson, Harkness & Park
Bruce Kammenzind
Arthur Lage
Cynthia Latimer
Chris and Sarah Lauzen
Sandra Lay
James and Jan Mamminga
Carol Ann and Richard
McElroy
John McKee
Wendell and Florence Minor
Music and Arts Center
Edward Ochsenschlager
Irving and Mary
Ochsenschlager
Paul and Sue Ormond
Michael and Ann Oros
Packer Foundation
Meg Papadolias
Michael and Nancy Pehan
Perkins & Cole
Pike Systems
Linda Pilmer
and Dennis Stone
Gerald Richardson
Patrick and Ingrid Roney
Martha Shafer
Rebecca Sherrick
Erin Slater
Martha Evans Sloan
Studio GC
SunGard Public Sector Inc.
Robert & Donna Taggart
Toyota Motor Sales, USA Inc.
Don and Margaret Truax
Eugene & Christi Tyler
Catherine Veal
Dave & Ann Ward
Teresa Wagner
West Aurora High School
Faculty Welfare
West Aurora School
District 129
Board of Education
Administration and Staff
Paul Williams
Wine Sergi Insurance
Richard Wyatt

The A+ Foundation has made every effort to guarantee the accuracy of this list of generous donors. If an error
or omission has occurred, we sincerely apologize & hope you will bring it to our attention by emailing us at
info@aplusfoundation.org or writing to The A+ Foundation for West Aurora Schools ¢c/o Randi Ochsenschlager,
1877 West Downer Place, Aurora, IL 60506.


mailto:info@aplusfoundation.org

2017 Donors

The following list reflects donations made during calendar year 2017. Thank you to again
to all our contributors for their support of the A+ Foundation for WWest Aurora Schools!

VALEDICTORIANS ($1,000+)
Kenneth Donart Alarm Detection

George and Brenda Malina ~ Anonymous
Neal and Mary Clark Aurora University
Ormond City of Aurora
David and Mary Ann Petree  Clear Perspective Advisors
Frank and Char Voris Community Foundation of

Ralph and Linda Voris

the Fox River Valley

Frances Voris Myers Crowe Horwath

HONOR SOCIETY ($500-$999)

Robin Fisher Kirhofer Sports
John and Mary Ann Gee Label Printers
Peter and Jackie Henning Olsson Roofing
Gary and Mary Jewel Painters DC 30

SCHOLARS ($250-$499)

Diane Brasfield
Jeffrey and Pat Butler

Pam Erschen
Cheri Esposito

Kim Dirck Allan and Marilyn Freedy
Krysten Dodson Bruce Kammenzind
Jennifer English

FRIENDS ($100-%$249)

Paula Abdullah Brian Dahl
J.Mark and Sarah Adrian Mary Day
Anonymous William Dwyer

Laura Beatus

Helen and Dave Bergman
Sarah Biewer

Debra Block

Melissa Block

Don and Betty Brownson
Jason Buckley

James and Judith Budde
Brett Burton

Patricia Butler

John and Bonnie Carey

Richard and Marlisa Ebeling

Claire Ethington

Tom and Joyce Fisher

Timothy Gallagher

Melena Gasparadek

Bruce and Margot
Goldsmith

Bart Grometer

Paul and Caryl Herwick

Scott and Linda Jordan

Lisa Kerns

Dunham Fund

FUSE

Kevin Fitzpatrick

North Aurora Lodging LLC
Old Second National Bank
Robbins Schwartz

Robert Baird & Co.

Studio GC

Gerald and Mary Ellen
Palmer

PMA

Donald and Vicky Scott

Bob and Randi
Ochsenschlager

Donald Pilmer

Kerry Proczko

Pat and Ingrid Roney

Morgan Lanahan

Mike and Tracey Laurz
Matthew Love

Kimberly Lundberg
Whitney Martino

Scott and Kelly McCleary
Jonathan McLear
Walton and Darst McNairy
Polly and Marlin Mittag
Lorraine Murphy

Jim and Kathy Navota
Anna and Russell Norris
Michael and Ann Oros
Andrew and Suzanne

VAYA Group

Voris Family

Waubonsee Community
College

Whitt Law LLD

Jim and Clare Toynton
20/10 Engineering
Wadsworth Foundation
Weldstar

Debbie and Randy
Steinheimer
Kindergarten Teachers

David Richert

Nicole Roberts

Scott and Kelly Robowski
Cheri Sager

Elizabeth Smith

Michael Smith

Jean Spaeth

John Stark and Terry Slaney
John and Margaret Swalec
Bert and Pat Swanson
Juan Thomas

Michelle Voris

Mary Kathleen Yarbrough
Gina Zager

Lisbeth Celaya Richard Kerns Peterson Proud Blackhawk Alumni

Cathy Cody Donna Kuntzi Rapheal Podolsky

Judi Collette John and Dana Lamont Sandra Quintanilla

CONTRIBUTIONS ($0-$99)

Sandry Acuff Terry and Ann Jason Hlavin Megan Mussano Mark and Susan

Virginia Albertino Dempsey Stephanie Hoogland ~ Bethann Myles Siekierski

Deann Alleman Krysten Dodson Nancy and Jim Hopp ~ Cari Neville Elizabeth Silva

Christine Anderson Pamela Dodson Grant Hopper Joseph Neville Linda Slaker

Diane Angello Martha Egeland Annalisa Hoskins Ron and Margaret Tony Smillie Minton

Patricia Ashman Ruth Emmons Dan and Nancy Howell  Nickerson Ericka Solgos

Jamie Bacarella Laura Emory Jeneanelle Huebner  Marcela Nuyen Diane Spiotta

Shelli Badger Cliff Englishharden Amanda Huinker Gene and Diane Julie Sprau

Amy Bagliere Jack Farrell Jeffrey and Susan O'Connor Steve Stern

Esther Bevan Kaitlyn Fauth Humm Laurel Ormond Shelly Stork

Joy Bieker Robert Fowler Quyen Huynh Lisa Padilla Sharon Stredde

Meg and Mitch Boliver Sandra Fuller Dane Johnson Julie Paulson Tom and Sharon Streit

Ella Brown Joshua Fusek Jeff and Beth Johnson Annette Pearson Terry and Ann Talcott

Jeffrey Bryant Noah Fusek Joan and Arthur Mary Ellen Peffer Kevin and Amy Talking

Ellen Buchanan Ashlee Garcia Johnson Patricia Perez Sandra Taylor

Willard and Margaret ~ Chuck and Betty Valerie Jones Katie Pool Sharon Thierfelder
Buckley Gilmore Hanna Jurkowski Patty Ramirez Mary Thompson

Kathy Buhrt Todd Gingerich Haylee Kalkman Corinne Rapp Amy Tomney

Lynda Burise-Lantz Dawn Gluting Jilland Joe Keller Kori Rentas Steven and Rebecca

Adele Buss Patricia Godfrey Jennifer and Win Kipp  Don Ringelestein Trefz

Steven Butcher Taylor Goebel Evalyn Klein Kathleen Risch Shawn Vankampen

Ericka Campbell Jo Goodger Laurie Klomhaus Carolyn Roesner Previn Verghese

Amy Carrado Jerri Graham Pam Kluber David and Camille David and Camille

Jim and Betty Carson  Maureen Granger Deanna Konstans Rohlman VonTrachtenberg

Bill Champa VanNessa Greer Robert Kubik Arielle and Matthew  Laurel Wasulko

Sonia Chavez Mallorie Greiner Richard and Irma Rosenberg Suzanne Weber

Diane Christian Layla Groleau Larson Joan and Arthur Cheryl White

Tina Clement Gundersen Lutheran  Annette Laughlin Rosenberg Kimberl Wicyk

Chelley Cochran Adm. Svcs. Hedy Lindgren Calvin and Nancy Ross Kristi Williams

Dennis Converse Lynne Hall Elizabeth Lundeen Sarah Rowold Eve Willmann

Kelly Cook Susan Hard Peggy Main Billand Lou Scanlon  Jennifer Wyeth

Heidi and Michael Tracey Harding Kelly McCarney Richard and Susan Per Wyholt

Cristaldi
Diane Daugherty
Kathy Davis
Anita Delacruz

Ron and Jan Hem
Joseph Henning
Jennifer Herman
Amy Hett

Dave and Sandy Hipp

Preetha Menon
Madeline Miller
Marilyn Morfitt

Wally and Sue Mundy Sanjay Shetty
Shawn Munos

Schindel
Holly Schmidt

Stephanie Schweers

Laura Shure-Hauser

Mary Lou Zolper
Fearn Teachers
Goodwin PTO
Nicholson PTO
Washington Staff

How

wonderful

that no one

need walt

a single
moment

to iImprove
the world.

—Anne Frank

DICK DORSEY
SPORTSMANSHIP
WINNER

Dustin Tomasis an
outstanding pitcher on the

baseball field. Dustin

has a more

than respectable 4.48 GPA and
ranks 23rd out of 746 in the
senior class. His coaches say

that “Dustin shows respect both

on and off the field. He would
never act out on anything that
did not go his way. He brushes
it off and moves on to the next
play without hesitation." Dustin's
ability to keep his head above
the fray and his eye on ‘'home
plate’ will serve him well in

his future.



Never doubt
that a small
group of
thoughtful,
committed
citizens can
change

the world.
Indeed, it Is
the only thing
that ever has.

—Margaret Mead

Certificate of Appreciation

A big thank you to all that purchased Certificates of Appreciation to recognize our

parents, teachers and staff that make a difference. In donations, ranging from $20-$50,

this grass roots initiative raised over $3,000 for the Foundation this school year. These

monies are used to support programs within the schools of designation. e would like

to thank Randy and Debbie Steinheimer for spearheading the program. Their energy and

creativity have helped to grow this program each of the last three years.

A+ Certificates of Appreciation Recipients

We would like to congratulate all of our teachers, staff and volunteers that were

recognized with Certificates of Appreciation during the past school year.

A+ FOUNDATION
Frank Voris

ADMINISTRATION
Jose Arellano
Lara Delgado

Jeff Drenthe

Anna Gonzales
Karina Ochoa
Anthony Reiskis
Amy Winslow

FEARN

Ginny Burdett
Marybeth Sterr
Pat Watson

FREEMAN
Jennifer Contreras
Jennifer Cresse
Mrs. Deppler

Pat Doctor

Karri Fudacz®
Faith Greising

Lisa Kerns

Nicole McPherson”

Mrs. Mitz

Sojna Novotney
Kristin Rowley
Mr. Van Slyke

GOODWIN

Megan Anderson
Christina Buckman
Ken Carlson

Dan Donohue
Brenda English
Debbie Groom
Joanna Lorden
Ann Pawlisz

GREENMAN
Desiree Guzman
Elizabeth Keenan
Betsie Weisse

HALL
Bonnie Hebden
Tycora Morris

HERGET
Rachel Donatlan
Laura Eastlick

HILL
Any Gierden

JEWEL
Kathy Dilday
Kate Hahn

MCCLEERY
Josephine Curtis
Rosie Mendoza

NICHOLSON
Jim Rieser”
Elizabeth Tefera

SCHNEIDER
Tereca Korf

Donna Kuntzi

Deb Mickelson
Nikki Scott

Heather Tarmichael
Katie Wagner
Melissa Wilton

SMITH
Missy Catania
Colleen Gawlik
Kristen Golembeck
Shari Wells
Smith School

Staff

* indicates received multiple certificates

TECHNOLOGY
Jeff Watts

TODD

Maricela Portillo
Bonnie Ramirez
Gina Zager

WASHINGTON
Candy Bradford
Dr. Brett Burton
Kathleen Cone
Colin Danzinger
Julie Denovellis
Krysten Dodson
Tracy Duncan
Layla Groleau
Lynne Hall
Lyndsi “Brooke"
Hausmann
Ms. Heinkel
Leigh James
Andrea Klimpke
Melissa Krause
Mr. Laporta
Preetha Menon
Maggie Olson
Ms. Oulanvong
Mr. Perez’
Carmen Shragal
Rick Rivera
David Rohlman®
Pat Swanson
Lynn Taylor
Pam VanKampen
Colleen White
Mr. Wiktor
Deb Wilson
Jill Zine
Washington Middle
School PTA

WEST
Bill Stanley
Gregory Partyka
James Connolly
Jason Kaiser
Lauren Wasulko
Lisa Sinopoli
Lt. Col. Erik
Pettyjohn
Melissa Bell
Mr. Chris Green
Mr. Kevin Burke
Mrs. Albrecht
Patricia Sampson
Patrick Eschman
Robert Payne
Rodney Schueller
Scott Robowski
Steve Janca
Steven John
Tomary Walls
Tricia Schrope



2017 Memorial Gifts

Lee Gleasman
Matthew Lange
Richard Dorsey
Thomas Pearson
Steve Wilson
Wally Smith
Charlotte Peichl
Carl Hafenrichter

Larry Pinnow

Jim Pittman
Susan Davis
Virginia Cotter
Louie McDonald
Thomas Neupert
David Theno
Lillian Steinheimer

Recognition/Celebration Gifts

FOR Richard Ebeling FROM Dave and Mary Ann Petree

Pete and Joyce
Podschweit
Michael Peterman
Courtney Voda
Patricia Cross
Karen Towers
John Williams

Contributors to the Warren Felts Band Wing

Nancy Hopp
Donald Taylor
Cynthia Hicks
Martha Bosma
David Hausmann

Bert and Pat Swanson

Phyllis Bleck

Albert and Rita Doud

John Egolf
Patrice Perez
Amy Krause
Regina Hills

John Heath

Rosemary Swenson
Irv Ochsenschlager

Claire Ethington

District Teachers and Staff Giving Back

Thank you to the district teachers and staff members who have continually given to the
A+ Foundation through payroll deduction. This year we double the amount of givers.

We appreciate you!

Pamela Abdullah
Sandra Acuff
Diane Angelo
Patricia Ashman
Laura Beatus
Sarah Biewer
Diane Brashfield
Jeffrrey Bryant
Ellen Buchanan
Jason Buckley
Lynda Burise-Lantz
Brett Burton
Steven Butcher
Ericka Campbell
Tina Clement
Cathy Cody

Judi Collette
Kelly Cook

Diane Daugherty
Krysten Dodson
William Dwyer
Ruth Emmons
Jennifer English
Cherie Esposito
Robin Fisher
Robert Fowler
Sandra Fuller
Timothy Gallagher

Melena Gaspadarek
Todd Gingerich
Debra Glock
Melissa Glock
VanNessa Greer
Lynne Hall

Amy Hett

Jason Hlavin
Grant Hopper
Quyen Huynh
Haylee Kalkman
Lisa Kerns

Deanna Konstans
Donna Kuntzi
Morgan Lanahan
Tracey Laurx
Matthew Love
Kimberly Lundberg
Elizabeth Lundeen
Whitney Martino
Jonathan McLear
Shawn Munos
Lorraine Murphy
Megan Mussano
Cari Neville
Joseph Neville
Laurel Ormond
Julie Paulson

Pathway of Honor

Cheri Sager
Michael Peterman
Mr. Hafentichter

Mr. Halfvarson
Matthew Lange

Sandra Quintanilla
Corinne Rapp
Kathleen Risch
Nicole Roberts
Scott Robowski
Sarah Rowold
Mark Siekierski
Susan Siekierski
Linda Slaker
Angela Smith
Elizabeth Smith
Michael S. Smith
Corinn Sparks
Jill Sprau

Pat Swanson
Ingrid Roney
Mary Thompson
Amy Tomney
Previn Verghese
Michelle Voris
Lauren Wasulko
Cheryl White
Kimberly Wicyk
Eve Willmann
Kathy Yarbrought
Gina Zager

Susan Davis
John R. Plain

JOHN
MCDOUGAL

SCHOLARSHIP

John

McDougal,
West High's
beloved head
basketball coach
from 1965 until 1976
passed away October 28,

2016, at the age of 92. His family
established the McDougal Athletic
Charter Award in his honor.
McDougal coached basketball at
the high school and college level
for 40-years. He qualified for the
Illinois Elite 500 Club and ranks
among the state's winningest head
coaches with 692 wins, 556 of them
at the high school level. While at
West his 1973 team finished third in
the IHSA state tournament and his
1976 team finished second. Coach
McDougal left West to become

the head coach at Northern Illinois
University, later moving to Western
Michigan University and retiring

in 1997 after finishing his career

in coaching at Rockford Lutheran
High School.

A scholarship has been named in
his honor for John McDougal, an
Aurora Basketball legend, and all
he has done for Aurora and for the
sport of basketball. His love of the
game, however, was second to

his humanity, love for his students
and teams, and his belief in the
character of youth. As a result, the
McDougal Athletic Character Award
was created.

This year's recipient is
Edward Fowler,
a West High, 2018
graduate. Edward plans
to attend Illinois State
University to pursue a
degree in Physics. His
goals are lofty but, with
his qualities of academic
excellence and persistence, his
success is assured. He would
like to work for NASA or another
research facility researching the
physics of space.

Congratulations, Edward!!



| am only
one, but

| am one

| cannot do
everything,
but | can do
something.
And | will
not let what
| cannot do

interfere with
what | can do.

—Edward Everett Hale
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Our Sponsors

We would like to thank our sponsors and friends for their most generous financial
support during the past school year.

Diamond Robbins Schwartz Blackhawk
VAYA Waubonsee Community 20/10 Engineering
Kevin Fitzpatrick College Kirhofer's Sports
Platinum Gold Label Printers

Painters District Council 30

Alarm Detection Crowe Horwath PMA
Clear Perspective Advisors ~ FUSE
Community Foundation Robert Baird & Co Olsson Roofing

Wadsworth Foundation

of the Fox River Valley Whitt Law Weldstar

Old Second National Bank

These gifts are donations by area businesses, big and small, which help
fund A+ programs. These gifts are targeted to specific events or their
distribution is left to the discretion of the A+ Board.

Kevin Fitzpatrick's life embodies Hale's philosophy. Kevin has, indeed,
‘done something' wonderful, and the children that Kevin has influenced
through his philanthropy learn that they, too, can do something great.
A former special education student who struggled with reading his whole life,

Kevin, through his continued generosity, has dedicated himself to helping children
overcome the problem he had in school. Kevin struggled to 'keep up' with his classmates.
He struggled in his ability to read at grade level, and research has indicated that
elementary school students not being able to read at grade level is the major reason they
eventually lose interest in school and drop out. Kevin, in tandem with The A+ Foundation

for West Aurora Schools, is helping to address this problem. Through Friends of Aurora's
After School Programs (FAAP), Kevin, a 1979 graduate of West High School and local
businessman, has committed a lead gift of $10,000 to this effort. His generosity also
includes his tireless promotion of the reading programs and his continued financial gifts. His
support underscores FAAP's goal (and one of the goals of the A+ Foundation) to ensure that
children be given the support necessary to become successful readers by the third grade.

Kevin is one of the primary funding partners for FAAP, and his continued leadership and
support of A+ and the Aurora community couldn't be more appreciated. He embodies
the philanthropic spirit, and that spirit has the ability to cause those students whom his
gift touches to believe in themselves and their ability to believe that they, too, “.can

do something." Thank you, Mr. Fitzpatrick for being one who believes that he can do
‘something’ and make that something great.


http://www.aplusfoundation.org

