SENIOR SCHOOL

HEADMASTER’S INTRODUCTION

Peter Goodyer
Headmaster

E

very child is unique, each possessing hidden talents which
wait, like treasure, longing to be unearthed.
At Bede's, we foster a community of discovery which
encourages every individual to find and develop these
passions, seek new horizons, develop lasting friendships and
achieve their potential.
By presenting our pupils with the prospect of innovation,
exploration and experimentation, all the while championing
choice at every turn, we imbue each Bedian with the confidence
to say that they excel at those things which they value most.
We are also, significantly, firm believers that if children are
happy during their time in school then their happiness will
inform their successes – so much so that every teacher and
pupil at Bede’s is united by the idea that if we support one
another and work hard then we can all exceed every expectation.

This culture of support and determination enables Bede’s
to nurture inquisitive minds and, in combination with the
opportunities our campus provides, creates the conditions for
unforgettable memories.
The more time I spend here the more I realise that this is a
truly remarkable place. As such, I hope that your discovery of
our school will mark the beginning of a new journey full of joy,
knowledge and exhilarating challenges.

A PERSONALISED EDUCATION

John Tuson
Academic Deputy Head

A

t Bede’s, we truly treat children as individuals.
As no two pupils are the same, our school is geared towards
enabling everyone to identify their personal passions and then
acquire expertise in their specific areas of interest.
While achievements in public examinations are a major measure
of success, it is our ultimate objective to ensure that Bede’s
works for the children rather than the other way around. We have
no interest whatsoever in raising ‘identikit’ children, and for this
reason we offer a considered and diverse array of high quality
courses both within the academic timetable and as part of our
unique co-curricular programme.
Pupil choice is paramount in every year group, underpinned by
guidance from our team of Personal Tutors, with the end result
being that one child’s week at Bede’s will look markedly different
to that of their peers.

To achieve these outcomes, we work closely with every pupil
who joins us, whether they have a very clear idea of their
ambitions or are unsure as to what they would like to achieve
during their time at school, and really listen to their hopes,
fears and aspirations.
Whether in the First Year, Fifth Form or Sixth Form, our
whole approach to the curriculum emphasises openness
and celebrates experimentation, with every child actively
encouraged to take their time, try their hand at as many things
as they can and come to understand that there is a world of
opportunities open to them.

THE FIRST YEAR

T

he majority of pupils join Bede’s in Year 9 and for this reason
our ‘First Year’ curriculum has been carefully designed to
provide children with unparalleled opportunities.
As GCSE selection takes place at the end of the First Year, the
main aims of the programme are to introduce the children
to a truly expansive array of subjects, including a number of
bespoke courses designed by Bede’s staff.
From the wealth of visual and performing arts options including
ceramics, photography and music to traditional humanities
subjects such as history, geography and philosophy, every First
Year pupil is encouraged to try as many subjects as possible
before they make their final GCSE decisions.
Fundamental to the programme’s success is, of course, a
strong emphasis on the core academic subjects; our English,
maths, science and modern language departments enjoy
more time with our First Years than all others, and each has
specially-designed First Year programmes to both inspire and
rigorously prepare pupils for their future academic life.

Elsewhere, our unique 21st Century Studies programme
offers every individual a wide range of important primers and
introductions to skills not otherwise covered in traditional
academic curricula; subjects addressed include public
speaking, mindfulness, nutrition and cuisine, personal finance,
internet safety, film-making and hands-on environmental work
in our one-of-a-kind Animal Management department.
With a whole-year Outdoor Pursuits Trip during the first
few weeks of the year designed to develop friendships and
promote a sense of camaraderie, a number of First Year-only
competitions to celebrate individual achievement and a
selection of co-curricular options available three afternoons
a week, the First Year at Bede’s is a genuinely exciting
approach to Year 9.

THE FIFTH FORM

THE SIXTH FORM

W

hen entering the Fifth Form, Bede’s pupils embark on one of the
most important and exciting legs of their educational journey.

outcomes but also on building passions, connecting learning to
the real world and putting knowledge into practice.

During these years, enriched by outstanding teaching from our
exceptionally well-resourced academic departments, our Year 10
or ‘Lower Fifth’ pupils begin personalised programmes created
from our carefully curated range of GCSE and Btec options.

We do this through our links to local organisations including
Charleston Festival, the Sussex Historical Society and Sussex
University, and through guest lecturers who visit the School
regularly to offer insights into life in industry, academia and
the arts.

Supported by their Personal Tutors and Head of Year, both of
whom travel with pupils across the two years of the Fifth Form,
pupils then complete their programmes at the end of Year 11
ready to embrace the challenges of Sixth Form study.
Along the way, Bede’s teachers are tireless in support of every
individual’s ambitions, working with them to achieve their goals
and enabling them to become as independently minded, spirited
and motivated as possible.
With all of our academic departments empowered to make
their subjects as practical and hands-on as possible, the focus
during the Fifth Form is not simply on those all-important exam

Finally, every individual is encouraged to remember that so long
as they work hard then the choices they make in these years will
very rarely close off their options for Sixth Form study or beyond;
rather, the Fifth Form at Bede’s is there to open doors, and we
therefore pack it full of opportunity, creativity and wonder.

W

hen pupils join the Sixth Form at Bede’s, their relationship
with the school shifts towards a new style of learning.
Our Sixth Formers select their own subject specialisms and
are encouraged to take advantage of every amenity available
to them within their chosen departments. These academic
faculties are open in the evenings and at weekends for oneto-one and small group tutoring, and Sixth Form Tutors are
continuously available during term-time to offer guidance in
all aspects of School life.
Most importantly, every teacher at Bede’s will do everything
they possibly can to help their pupils with whatever challenges
they might face, and if there is a single thing that stands out
about our Sixth Form experience then this would be it.
Beyond these considerations, the expert team in the Sixth
Form office are wholeheartedly dedicated to ensuring our
pupils access the very best University courses possible, and
the new Bede’s Diploma has been engineered to enrich and
round-off the experience by offering Sixth Formers those
sought-after skills employers are increasingly looking for.

Alongside specialist tutoring for every individual in the highlyrespected Extended Project Qualification, the Diploma enables
pupils to access volunteering opportunities, presentation and
leadership coaching and guidance on a truly diverse array of
enrichment topics.
With all of this behind them, our Sixth Formers are therefore
empowered to work in a manner which suits them best and on
those things about which they are most passionate.
As a result, our pupils achieve exceptional outcomes both in
terms of their exam grades and their lives after school, where
our alumni go on to pursue courses and careers as diverse
and unique as they are.

I joined Bede’s at the Prep School when I was 8 years old, so I
have been here for pretty much my whole school life.
Art has always been my thing, ever since I was a little kid, and
right from the Prep School I took every chance I could to draw and
paint. I even used to come in for optional art sessions on Saturday
mornings, and did my first fine art portrait when I was in Year 6.
Most schools would never encourage you to do something like
that, and even though I was scared at the time it was the
start of me learning to take the initiative and understand that
I could do it, by myself.
Of course, my GCSEs were stressful, but even in subjects where
I struggled like Science and Maths I somehow managed to get A
grades. I was obviously really happy with my results, but I was
also surprised. I worked hard and had great support from my
teachers, but just didn’t see my four A*s and four As coming!
I’m now in the Sixth Form and I’m studying two separate A
Levels in Fine Art and Graphics plus Photography and Media
Studies. I have my own space in the Art Studios and I spend
as much time there as I can, which means, once you add it up,
that I spend about 25 timetabled hours a week studying Art,
which is exactly what I want.
Looking ahead, I would love to go to Central St Martins but in
a way I would like to just start work and get some professional
experience. The main thing is that by the time I leave I will have
been at Bede’s for 10 years, and that’s 10 years of training that
has meant that I can now choose to do whatever I want to.
That is obviously a very good feeling.

Alina Wiltshire
Lower Sixth

Artist

When I came to Bede's I was academically very behind. The
School took me on and helped me excel at GCSE, I was then
made a Prefect and even won an Inter-School Debating
Competition. It has given me a lot.
Back then I aspired to do something important, like
engineering or economics, but my Maths was terrible. My
teachers at Bede's, especially Mr Richards, changed
everything. Aside from just getting the A* at GCSE, I also got
100% in two of the three papers. It was quite a turnaround.
One of the things that has definitely helped me grow into
myself is being a member of Dicker House. It's so inclusive.
Hierarchy can be a good thing but none of the Houses at
Bede's have that traditional structure of the Sixth Form being
somehow above everyone else.
Bede's suits me because it's not like other Schools. Each
person can pursue things that are personal to them. If you
don't want to play Sports you don't have to. You can play
Chess competitively or join Knitting Club, and every individual
is encouraged to find a role.
For me, this has meant stripping down and rebuilding engines
on the one hand and Economics on the other, and Mr Jackson
has been superb in the latter. I've learned as much from him
as any teacher I have ever had.
Overall though, people need to know that this is the future of
independent schooling. It's quite a unique place.

Ed Cudlipp
Upper Sixth

Economist

I joined Bede’s in the First Year and at that point had been
dancing for twelve years.
We had moved around a lot, from Malaysia to Qatar to
Aberdeen, and I wanted to go to boarding school and really
dedicate myself to dancing. It was nerve-wracking at first
as everyone was older than me but I quickly realised that
everyone wanted to help and get to know me. I’m happy to say
that’s part of the school’s culture.
At Legat, the opportunities were both brilliant and ridiculously
intense, and my decision to stop dancing was a gradual one.
Although I absolutely loved it, by the end of my GCSEs I had
concluded that I enjoyed academia more.
The people responsible for me making that decision were, in
Science, Dr Allison and Mr Costley. They both teach far beyond
what the syllabus requires, providing a lot of additional
material and answering any questions their pupils have.
Otherwise my English teachers, Mr Tuson and Ms Savage,
helped me to develop a passion for literature which I know I
will always carry.
Having been at Bede’s for so long now, the most important
thing I would emphasise about it is that the whole school is
geared towards helping every pupil become a better person.
Looking ahead, my plans are now to study Pure Physics at either
Oxford or Imperial. After that, I would like to study in America
and undertake a Liberal Arts education. Thankfully none of that
is set to happen for a little while as whenever I’m here I feel like
I’m home, and Bede’s is such an easy place to live in.
It makes me very happy.

Nadia Gjerdingen
Lower Sixth

Scientist

Without meaning to be controversial, my old school wasn’t
interested in guiding children towards what was best for them
as individuals.
When we came to Bede’s for a tour, I just loved the feel of it. I met
Mr Backler, the Head of First Year, and he emphasised the idea
that the curriculum at Bede’s works around you rather than you
working around the curriculum. That suits me as I have never felt
like I fit the model of the classic independent schoolboy.
Thankfully, from my first lesson here it was clear that I was in
a whole new world. Every teacher at Bede’s is so passionate
and really cares. They love their subjects and all want you to
succeed, and that passion is infectious. It makes you want to
be your best and give everything a try.
As a result, I have learned and experienced so many things across
this year that I would never have thought of beforehand. Just one
example of that is Mandarin. I couldn’t have had a better teacher
than Mr Breeze. He took me on halfway through the year and I’m
now taking it for GCSE alongside French and Latin.
Also, when it comes to Drama at Bede’s, I love that it doesn’t
matter which year group you are in. There are parts for anyone,
whatever age, and there are so many things to involve yourself
with in the Drama department beyond just acting.
As I’m looking at being a director, I personally feel that I have
been cultivated and helped to find myself but, honestly, you
could say that about all of my friends and they are all different.
That’s because Bede’s is a school for all types of people from
every walk of life, and it helps you to see that you can be anyone
and do anything.

Max Mason
First Year

Director

OUR CO-CURRICULAR PHILOSOPHY

Rachael Woollett
Co-Curricular Deputy Head

A

t Bede's we educate the whole person, and because of this
we give equal importance to Academic, Pastoral and CoCurricular aspects of life.
This holistic approach to education is not just an add-on. It is
our strong belief that learning takes place beyond the confines
of the classroom and, with this in mind, we place creativity,
service and action at the heart of the pupil experience.
In practice, this means that Bede's pupils can pick from a
wide array of over 100 clubs and activities and over a dozen
sporting opportunities each week, with each pupil’s decisions
guided by their Personal Tutor.
These Co-Curricular choices are important, in particular for
our older pupils for whom the programme, in conjunction
with the Bede’s Diploma, offers the opportunity to develop
specialisms which meaningfully enrich their CVs.
Through this work, Bede's pupils are ultimately enabled to leave
the school knowing who they are and what they want from life.

Furthermore, they do so with the skills and experience they
need to pursue the things which matter most to them, whether
that be a passion for additional languages, qualifications in
climbing, sailing or experience of breeding endangered species
at our Animal Management department.
Indeed, whatever a young person's needs, passions or interests,
the Bede's Co-Curricular Programme truly enables them,
increasing their confidence, broadening their horizons and
building a sense of empathy which truly sets our pupils apart.

THE ARTS

SPORT

B

ede’s beating heart is its creativity, and every pupil at the
School is given as much training and encouragement as
possible to not only participate but to lead.
We strongly believe that children should develop hobbies and
skills that are personal and special to them, so from learning
how to make jewellery to designing websites to building
furniture, we encourage every pupil to try something new and
embrace the unknown.
In our Drama department, for example, the children not only
perform but are trained in how to create costumes, manage the
sound and lighting, do their own make-up and that of others as
well as how to direct.
These opportunities are equally available to our dancers within
the Legat School of Contemporary Dance and Ballet, the oldest
residential dance school in the United Kingdom, where pupils
enjoy a professional level vocational dance programme at the
same time as completing their academic studies.

We also celebrate choice, and our Music department gives
equal priority to classical and modern music, with would-be
songwriters and school bands receiving as much attention as
the members of the orchestra or chamber choir.
In the Art School itself, pupils can choose to be trained in
techniques that have remained unchanged for thousands of
years alongside those that are truly cutting-edge, experimenting
with stop-motion animation, film-making, metalwork and much
more besides.
Led by the pupils as far as is possible, this provision makes
Bede’s a remarkable place to study and, most importantly,
ensures that the principles of flexibility, variety and
independence underpin every aspect of school life.

B

ede’s has an enviable sporting reputation, with four Sports
Academies which run from the Prep School through to the Senior
School and which encompass Cricket, Football, Hockey and Tennis.
We have won County, Regional and National titles in each of these
sports since the turn of the millennium, and have over twenty
Sports Clubs including in Netball, Basketball, Rugby, Swimming
and Squash, all of which compete nationally and in which we have
also earned significant team and individual honours.
Our campus includes our Sports Complex, within which we have
an 8-court Multi-Purpose Sports Hall, Fitness Suite, squash courts
and a competition-size swimming pool, as well as an international
standard floodlit water-based Hockey Pitch, a Multi-Use Games
Area, all-weather Tennis Courts, numerous grass pitches, cricket
ovals and a practice golf course.
While facilities are obviously important, what truly sets Bede's
apart is our coaches, amongst whom are ex-England and British
sportsmen and women. Their passion is infectious and inspiring,

with their coaching sessions reinforced by a comprehensive
fixture list that ensures every pupil has the opportunity to
represent the school in at least one sport of their choice during
their time here.
The pinnacle of our sporting provision meanwhile is our
Emerging Talent Programme or 'ETP' which prepares elite
sportspeople for lives in professional sport and offers Bede's
elite athletes every opportunity to truly excel.

I came to Bede’s from a school in Surrey, and the two are so
different that I don’t know where to start.
It is my dream to play Hockey for England, and that dream
came about almost by accident. At my old school, I didn’t feel
motivated to work hard but I still managed to earn a place
playing for the county. Since coming to Bede’s though, I have
been able to reach a whole other level.
I have training with Bede’s Strength and Conditioning coach,
who really knows how to get the best out of everyone, and Mr
Johnson, the Director of Hockey, is a truly great coach. He makes
time in morning break, at lunch and every afternoon to hold
extra training sessions, and the effects are plain to see. I have
learned so many new skills and can really feel the difference.
Unfortunately, I’m not particularly academic but the teachers here
are so passionate that it’s genuinely surprising. I’m getting great
grades for the first time in my life, and I feel motivated almost in
spite of myself. The confidence I feel in Hockey is starting to bleed
into my academic life, and that is something I never expected.
Boarding here is also absolutely brilliant. I remember my first
day and feeling awkward for a few moments, but I seemed to
make friends straight away and now we’re really close. I actually
feel like I’m at home.
If you don’t know what to expect from Bede’s, take it from
me: this is the most friendly and supportive school you could
ever imagine. I say that as a very competitive person, because
Bede’s really is the best.

Ella Bartram
First Year

Hockey Player

I joined Bede’s Nursery when I was two years old and went right
through the Prep School.
In retrospect, that small, cosy atmosphere was perfect for me
then, but as soon as I started spending time training at the Senior
School in Year 7 and Year 8 I just couldn’t wait to move up.
I used to play a lot of Tennis but when I was 11 I started to
take Football more seriously. I was then fairly quickly invited
to join ISFA’s U13s team and have played for Independent
Schools Football Association in every season since, including
representing England.
As part of the Junior Academy at Bede’s I spent 8-9 hours a
week training, plus fixtures, and those experiences made me a
much better player. As a result, even though I’m only 16 I play
for the 1st XI.
I also started to play more Hockey during the First Year and my
year group went on to win the Sussex Championship at U14, U15
and U16 Level. On top of that, I play wicket keeper for the 2nd
XI Cricket team, and all of that might suggest that I’m sport
obsessed but there’s a lot more to me than that.
Admittedly, I’m not an Art, Drama or Music person. I have tried
them all but it’s just not for me. Luckily, many of my closest
friends are really talented in those areas.
More importantly, even though you might say I’m Bede’s born and
bred, my friends are from all over and I have genuinely never met
anyone who has joined and said they preferred their old school.
I mention that because really, all other achievements aside, it
speaks for itself.

Tommy Trenaman
Upper Fifth

Sportsman

I joined Bede’s Prep School halfway through Year 3, so I thought
I knew what to expect in advance of coming here.
In reality, I have been constantly surprised at the range of things
I have tried during the First Year. The experience has really helped
me grow, and I have made so many friends across all the year
groups. It genuinely feels like we all have a common bond.
I’m the sort of person who likes doing things for themselves,
but I understand that not everyone’s the same. Thankfully, the
teachers at Bede’s want you to be yourself, so you’re encouraged
to try loads of things and are supported in all of your ambitions,
whatever they may be.
Personally, I want to be a vet and have done since I was six, so
it might be no surprise to learn that Animal Management is my
absolute favourite. The range of animals you engage with is
amazing, and I really appreciate the way Mr Juniper and Mr Jones
have helped me to acquire practical science skills and knowledge.
I’ve learned so much, from how and what to feed the different
animals to how to construct habitats, and I think it’s amazing
that, once I’m in the Sixth Form, I will even learn how to deliver
medication. What other school can you think of where you can
help to look after and breed endangered species every week?
More generally, it’s very special to be at a school where I feel like
I’m listened to – and where I genuinely like all of my teachers. The
kids here are so lucky. I wouldn’t change a thing about it.

Tilly Atherton
Upper Fifth

Veterinarian

I’m the fourth sibling in my family to come to Bede’s and I
honestly used to dream about coming here from Nigeria.
My brother and sisters are all really different people. One is
a sportsman, the next an artist, the next an actress, and it’s
amazing to think that the School supported them all in their
different ambitions. I’m a little different because, seeing the
opportunities it gave them, I developed a desire to balance
every aspect of school life. As a result, Bede’s has given me the
best of everything.
I am a year ahead age-wise, play Football for the 2nd XI, am
a straight A student and did every drama production I could
for three years. Like everybody here, I have felt free to express
myself, try new things and learn about who I am. Now I’m in the
Sixth Form, I have narrowed my focus and have developed the
ambition to become a politician.
I’m very motivated by the idea of helping people, and that
has definitely come from the culture of the School. Everybody
here really can achieve whatever it is they want to, although
sometimes they arrive not believing that they can.
That’s the most special thing about Bede’s: by encouraging
everyone to be the best they can be and supporting one another,
the school helps us all to have confidence and realise that we
are all special in our own way.
If you are thinking about coming here then my main message
would be to do what I have done and make the most of it. It will
be frightening how quickly the time will go by.

Jay Adebisi
Lower Sixth

Politician

I came to Bede’s from Spain because I wanted a school where I
could balance Dance and Academia. Thankfully, it has given me
those things and so much more.
When I first visited Bede’s I picked up immediately on the
friendly atmosphere. The views here are amazing – all of the
green spaces – and the facilities and opportunities made a
big impression, but the heart of the school is the welcoming,
supportive community.
I only started dance training when I was eight years old and
before that used to dance just for fun. My mum encouraged me
to try attending a dance school at home for two hours a week,
and once I started doing that I felt like a new dream of a life
was opening up. Now, coming to Bede’s and attending the Legat
School, my dreams might actually become a reality.
Training to be a dancer is really hard, both physically and mentally.
At Legat, we spend so much time dancing and then pursue our
studies on top of that, and it requires so much effort and passion.
There is no doubt that it’s challenging and takes a lot of time, but
it’s completely worth it.
I have learned so much across my three years at Bede’s, and I’m
sure I will learn much more in the Sixth Form, but the biggest lesson
has been independence. I have become quite strict with myself and
really put effort into my life. I give 100% to everything I do, and my
family back home are amazed by how much I have changed.
A huge part of that transformation has come about through
boarding. I had never done anything like it in my life before, and
when I came here I was suddenly trying so many cool things and
making so many friends that I didn’t even miss home. It’s like
staying at your friend’s house every night!

Joana Rosell-Pineda
Upper Fifth

Dancer

PASTORAL CARE

Jerry Lewis
Principal Deputy Head

O

ne of Bede’s defining characteristics is our commitment to
enabling every individual to become the very best version of
themselves.
Fundamental to the success of this approach to education is
our Personal Tutor system, with every girl and boy having a
dedicated member of staff who looks after only a handful of
pupils and who knows every one of them extraordinarily well.
Our Tutors are on hand to assist their tutees every single day
and will help with whatever challenges they might face, be that
navigating the many choices available to them at Bede’s, finding
enrichment opportunities they might not have otherwise thought
of or guiding them towards specialist advice.
Often this means enabling pupils to reach greater heights both
academically and socially, or taking on leadership roles within
the School such as on one of our House or School Councils,
enacting changes to the way Bede’s runs which genuinely
make a difference.

We also proactively work to promote emotional resilience,
healthy living and mindfulness, and these endeavours
are supported by everyone at Bede’s, from our Academic
departments to our Houses, from the School Chaplaincy to our
forward-thinking Health and Wellbeing Centre.
This culture of proactive care permeates every aspect of life
at Bede’s and is something we are exceptionally proud of, as
enabling our pupils to be healthy, happy and productive is the
most important thing we do.

THE BEDE’S COMMUNITY

E

very pupil at Bede’s belongs to one of our ten day or boarding
houses, and this system of organisation is not just notional.
Each house at Bede’s is a physical space to work, relax and
meet with Personal Tutors. Every house has its own common
rooms and work areas, its own kitchen, and enjoys a busy
schedule of events including formal lunches, dinners, charity
fundraising drives and trips outside of school which foster a
sense of family, identity and belonging.
At weekends, although there is no formal school on Saturdays,
all of the houses are open and activities run across the
day, with each boarding house hosting Saturday night
entertainments alongside a number of whole school events,
such as Sunday trips which day pupils can opt to join.
Of course, our boarders live in the stunning boarding facilities
at Bede’s and come from every corner of the globe, bringing
with them a rich array of cultural influences which are
celebrated both in their respective houses and within the
school community at large.

Unlike at many schools however, there is little distinction
otherwise between Bede’s day and boarding pupils and their
experience of school.
Rather than subdivided, all form fond friendships, living and
working side-by-side on a day-to-day basis which ensures
that the entire school community operates as one.

Bede’s Senior School
Upper Dicker
East Sussex BN27 3QH

T 01323 843252
school.office@bedes.org
bedes.org

