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The Backstagers
and the Theater of

the Ancients
(Backstagers Book2)

After saving the day and stopping the ghost from taking over their theater, things are quiet for the Backstagers
of the St. Genesius School Drama Club. Too quiet. But when that quiet is filled by a mysterious voice that
haunts the Backstagers day and night, they set off on a globetrotting adventure to discover the ancient secrets
of the legendary artifacts of the theater. Can they solve the mystery in time to open their production of the
rock musical Tammy?

Returning for her second year at Pearl Famous Academy to master wu liu, an art form that blends figure

Battle of
Ch . skating with martial arts, Peasprout finds a new rival in Yinmei, the exiled heir to the Shinian throne, and
~=A4mplons suspects that she is a spy.
Beyond Words:
What Elephants & | Drawing on decades of field observations of elephants and killer whales, this book offers a view of animal
Whales Think & [behavior that challenges the boundaries between human and animal psychology.
Feel
Life is harsh in Chennai's teeming streets, so when runaway sisters Viji and Rukku arrive, their prospects look
grim. Very quickly, eleven-year-old Viji discovers how vulnerable they are in this uncaring, dangerous world.
The Bridge Home | Fortunately, the girls find shelter--and friendship--on an abandoned bridge. With two homeless boys, Muthi

and Arul, the group forms a family of sorts. And while making a living scavenging the city's trash heaps is the
pits, the kids find plenty to laugh about and take pride in too.

Genesis Begins
Again

There are ninety-six things Genesis hates about herself. She knows the exact number because she keeps a list.
Like #95: Because her skin is so dark, people call her charcoal and eggplant--even her own family. And #61:
Because her family is always being put out of their house, belongings laid out on the sidewalk for the world to
see. When your dad is a gambling addict and loses the rent money every month, eviction is a regular
occurrence.
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The Hunt iy | The Hunt for the
oo L

In this Scottish medieval adventure, after attempting a daring rescue of her war-band family, Drest learns that

Mad Wolf's Lord Faintree's traitorous uncle has claimed the castle for his own and convinced the knights that the lord has

Daughter (Mad been slain . . . by her hand. Now with a hefty price on her head, Drest must find a way to escape treacherous

Wolf's Daughter | knights, while proving to her father, the "Mad Wolf of the North," and her irrepressible band of brothers that
Duology 2) she 1s destined for more than a life of running and hiding.

Fig, a sixth grader, loves her dad and the home they share in a beachside town. She does not love the long
months of hurricane season. Her father, a once-renowned piano player, sometimes goes looking for the music
in the middle of a storm. More than anything, Fig wants to see the world through her father's eyes, so she

| Hurricane Season |takes an art class to experience life as an artist does. Then Fig's dad shows up at school, confused and looking
for her. As the walls start to fall around her, Fig is sure it's up to her alone to solve her father's problems. But

with the help of her best friend, a cute girl at the library, and a new neighbor, Fig learns she isn't as alone as
she once thought.

In the Land of Largely overlooked or forgotten, these hidden treasures from the early and middle twentieth century by some
of the most respected Yiddish writers of their time--including Jacob Kreplak, Moyshe Nadir, and Rachel
Shabad--remain surprisingly resonant for a contemporary audience. Folktales can be scary, as wrongdoers
often get their comeuppance in unsuspected or even macabre ways, but the reinvigoration of values sometimes

Happy Tears:
Yiddish Tales for

Modern Times

perceived as quaint makes for a stimulating read.

Trevor Noah, the funny guy who hosts The Daily Show, shares his remarkable story of growing up in South
Africa, with a black South African mother and a white European father at a time when it was against the law

It's Trevor Noah for a mixed-race child like him to exist. But he did exist--and from the beginning, the often-misbehaved

Trevor used his keen smarts and humor to navigate a harsh life under a racist government.

Twelve-year-old Sarah is finally in charge. At last, she can spend her summer months reading her favorite
Just South of science books and bossing around her younger brother, Ellis, instead of being worked to the bone by their
Home overly strict grandmother, Mrs. Greene. But when their cousin, Janie arrives for a visit, Sarah's plans are
completely squashed.
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Klawde: Evil Alien

Klawde had everything. Sharp claws. Fine fur. And, being the High Commander of the planet Lyttyrboks, an
entire world of warlike cats at his command. But when he is stripped of his feline throne, he is sentenced to

| Day-of-Summer

Warlord Cat the worst possible punishment- exile to a small planet in a quiet corner of the universe . . . named Earth.
This is a funny book for students in grades 4 and up. Otto and Sheed are the local sleuths in their zany
Virginia town, masters of unraveling mischief using their unmatched powers of deduction. And as the summer
| The Last Last- winds down and the first day of school looms, the boys are craving just a little bit more time for fun, even as

they bicker over what kind of fun they want to have. That is, until a mysterious man appears with a camera
that literally freezes time. Now, with the help of some very strange people and even stranger creatures, Otto
and Sheed will have to put aside their differences to save their town--and each other--before time stops for
good.

Little Monsters of

the Ocean:

Metamorphosis
Under the Waves

Everyone knows that butterflies and frogs go through metamorphosis. But a number of sea creatures do too!
Experienced science writer Heather L. Montgomery explores wacky details in the life cycles of some of the
world's most bizarre and fascinating ocean animals in this fresh spin on a highly curricular topic.

Midsummer's

Eleven-year-old Mimi Mackson comes from a big Indian American family: Dad's a renowned food writer,
Mom's a successful businesswoman, and her three older siblings all have their own respective
accomplishments. It's easy to feel invisible in such an impressive family, but Mimi's dream of proving she's

1

Mayhem not the least-talented member of her family seems possible when she discovers a contest at the new bakery in
town. Plus, it'll start her on the path to becoming a celebrity chef like her culinary idol, Puffy Fay.
Seventh grader Jordan Banks loves nothing more than drawing cartoons about his life. But instead of sending
him to the art school of his dreams, his parents enroll him in a prestigious private school known for its

New Kid academics, where Jordan is one of the few kids of color in his entire grade. As he makes the daily trip from his

Washington Heights apartment to the upscale Riverdale Academy Day School, Jordan soon finds himself torn
between two worlds--and not really fitting into either one.

Ms. Otero, Library Director

All summaries are from the

publisher unless otherwise noted. Page 3 of 7




“‘ _ Middle Grade 5-8

San Francisco Day School 2019 SummerReading List

Jude never thought she'd be leaving her beloved older brother and father behind, all the way across the ocean
in Syria. But when things in her hometown start becoming volatile, Jude and her mother are sent to live in
Cincinnati with relatives. At first, everything in America seems too fast and too loud. The American movies
that Jude has always loved haven't quite prepared her for starting school in the US--and her new label of
"Middle Eastern," an identity she's never known before.

Other Words for

Home

A Japanese-American family, reeling from their ill treatment in the Japanese internment camps, gives up their
American citizenship to move back to Hiroshima. Twelve-year-old Hanako feels lost. To her, the world, and

A Place to Belong [her world, seems irrevocably broken.America, the only home she's ever known, imprisoned then rejected her
and her family--and thousands of other innocent Americans--because of their Japanese heritage, because Japan
had bombed Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.

All class clown Farley Andrew Turner wanted the summer before seventh grade was to give his image a little
boost-and maybe, just maybe, impress his oldest pal, whom he has a secret crush on. But when Farley
accidentally manifests a tiny internet guru into existence (think genie, but far more annoying and without any
ability whatsoever to grant wishes), his entire plan goes sideways. Now, in order to rid himself of the four-
inch tall pest spouting ridiculous self-help advice and doing yoga on his mouse pad, Farley must complete all
'Seven Steps to a Whole New You!

Project Me 2.0.

An exploration of the workings and gifts of light. Matter can be solid, liquid, or gas—but what about light?
“What is it made of? How does it fit alongside everything else in the world?” Light is energy, and Wick’s
photographs —huge, glossy, and crystal clear—glow with it. On the first spread, a shaft of light, a beaker of

A Ray of Light: A
Book of Science

and Wonder water, and some rocks appear almost mystical.
Ken seems to be the only EngiNerd who is worried about a runaway robot. The rest of the crew seems to be
Revenge of the missing in action and Ken fears it is because of Mikaela Harrington. she is the new girl in town who is UFO
Enginerds and alien-obsessed and wants to join the Enginerds. But as far as Ken is concerned, the EngiNerds are Y-
chromosome only, no X's allowed!
All summaries are from the
Ms. Otero, Library Director publisher unless otherwise noted. Page 4 of 7




PN T ™

San Francisco Day School

BBl

SHUTIVG

A

PAULA CHASE

2019 SummerReading List Middle Grade 58

Ronan Boyle and

the Bridge of
Riddles

Fourteen-year-old Ronan Boyle is the youngest and lowliest recruit to the secret Garda, an Irish police force
that handles the misdeeds of numerous magical creatures. Ronan's parents are in jail, but Ronan is convinced
that they were framed by the wee people. So, despite his small size, poor eyesight, and social awkwardness,
he's determined to learn all he can in the Garda in order to prove his parents' innocence. To show he's got what
it takes, he'll have to confront a fiery leprechaun, a sinister harpy, and a whole world of monsters.

Shouting at the
Rain

Delsie loves tracking the weather--lately, though, it seems the squalls are in her own life. She's always lived
with her kindhearted Grammy, but now she's looking at their life with new eyes and wishing she could have a
"regular family." Delsie observes other changes in the air, too--the most painful being a friend who's outgrown
her. Luckily, she has neighbors with strong shoulders to support her, and Ronan, a new friend who is caring
and courageous but also troubled by the losses he's endured.

So Done

Jamila Phillips and Tai Johnson have been inseparable since they were toddlers, having grown up across the
street from each other in Pirates Cove, a low-income housing project. As summer comes to an end, Tai can't
wait for Mila to return from spending a month with her aunt in the suburbs. But both girls are grappling with
secrets, and when Mila returns she's more focused on her upcoming dance auditions than hanging out with
Tai.

Spy Runner

Twelve-year-old Jake McCauley, who lives very close to the air force base, becomes suspicious when a

Russian man becomes a boarder in his home and who claims to have known Jake's father who disappeared
during World War II.

Sweep: The Story

It's been five years since the Sweep disappeared. Orphaned and alone, Nan Sparrow had no other choice but to
work for a ruthless chimney sweep named Wilkie Crudd. She spends her days sweeping out chimneys. The

of a Girl and He
14 . job is dangerous and thankless, but with her wits and will, Nan has managed to beat the deadly odds time and
Monster time again.
Putnam, the future king of Raftworld, wants more than anything to prove himself. When the water in the
A Tear in the Second World starts to become salty and his father won't do anything about it, Putnam sees his chance. He
Ocean steals a boat and sneaks off toward the source of the salty water. He doesn't know he has a stowaway onboard,

an island girl named Artie.

Ms. Otero, Library Director
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Trace Carter doesn't know howtofeel at ease in his new life in New York. Even thoughhis artsy Auntie Lea is
cool, her brownstone still isn't hishome. Haunted by flashbacks of the accident that killed his parents, the best
Trace he can do is try to distract himself from memories of the past. But the past isn't done with him. When Trace
takes a wrong turn in the New York Public Library, he finds someone else lost in the stackswith him: a crying
little boy,wearingold tattered clothes.

It has been nine months since Gordy and his friends, Max and Adilene, saved B.R.E.W. (the Board of Ruling
The Transparency | Elixirists Worldwide) and the Vessel--the power source for the secret society of potion masters. Now, Gordy is
Tonic starting the eighth grade, and has been trying new potion brewing techniques, but when he starts zoning out

during practice, he knows something is wrong.

Twelve-year-old Coco Hidden has grown up in her mother's chocolate shop in Colorado, along with her friend
Leo de la Cueva, but recently things have not been going well; the shop is failing, and Leo is hanging out with
Tree of Dreams the other boys, and barely wants to talk to her--but when they both win a culinary contest, the two children

and their mothers find themselves on a trip to the Amazon in Ecuador, where Coco hopes to find the rare ceiba
tree, and where the plight of the native people and their jungle gives her a new perspective and purpose in life.

Usagi can hear a squirrel's heartbeat from a mile away, and soar over treetops in one giant leap. She was born
in the year of the wood rabbit, and it's given her extraordinary zodiac gifts. But she can never use them, not

The Twelve . . . . . .
SIS WERE while the mysterious, vicious Dragonlord hunts down all those in her land with zodiac powers. Instead, she

must keep her abilities--and those of her rambunctious sister Uma--a secret.

#|INSUNG On Gabriel's twelfth birthday, he gets a new bike--and is so excited that he accidentally rides it right into the

[

1RO # BIRDSN . . Y
1o O[‘l}ﬁ, path of a car. Fortunately, a Black man named Meriwether pushes him out of the way just in time, and fixes

his damaged bike. As a thank you, Gabriel gets him a job at his dad's auto shop. Gabriel's dad hires him with
some hesitation, however, anticipating trouble with the other mechanic, who makes no secret of his racist
opinions.

The Unsung Hero
of Birdsong, USA

All summaries are from the
Ms. Otero, Library Director publisher unless otherwise noted. Page 6 of 7




“‘ _ Middle Grade 5-8

San Francisco Day School 2019 SummerReading List

Thirteen-year-old Annabelle struggles in school, no matter how hard she tries. But as soon as she dives into
the pool, she's unstoppable. She's the fastest girl on the middle school swim team, and when she's asked to
join the high school team over the summer, everything changes. Suddenly, she's got new friends, and a high

Up for Air school boy starts treating her like she's somebody special--and Annabelle thinks she'll finally stand out in a
good way. She'll do anything to fit in, even if it means blowing off her old friends. But after a prank goes
wrong, Annabelle is abandoned by the older boy and can't swim.

Thelonius Mitchell is tired of being labeled. He's in special ed, separated from the "normal" kids at school

The Usual who don't have any "issues." That's enough to make all the teachers and students look at him and his friends

- with a constant side-eye. When a gun is found at a neighborhood hangout, Thelonius and his pals become

Suspects instant suspects. Thelonius may be guilty of pulling crazy stunts at school, but a criminal? Thelonius isn't
about to let that label stick.

Eleven-year-old Riley believes in the whispers, magical fairies that will grant you wishes if you leave them
tributes. Riley has a lot of wishes. He wishes bullies at school would stop picking on him. He wishes Dylan,

The Whispers his 8th grade crush, liked him, and Riley wishes he would stop wetting the bed. But most of all, Riley wishes
for his mom to come back home. She disappeared a few months ago, and Riley is determined to crack the
case.

Some days, ten-year-old Margarita Sandoval feels as if the wind might blow her away. The country has been
The Wind Called [gripped by the Great Depression, so times are hard everywhere. Then she has to leave her familia in New
My Name Mexico -- especially her beloved Abuelita -- to move to Fort Steele, Wyoming, where her father has taken a
job on the railroad.

Zenobia July is starting a new life. She used to live in Arizona with her father; now she's in Maine with her

‘LE“QB' A aunts. She used to spend most of her time behind a computer screen, improving her impressive coding and
E)“LY Zenobia July hacking skills; now she's coming out of her shell and discovering a community of friends at Monarch Middle
Lisa |, Bunker School. People used to tell her she was a boy; now she's able to live openly as the girl she always knew she
o was.
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