2019 SummerReading List

Young Adult (YA)

American Street: a
Multicultural
Anthology of Stories
(2019 Revised Edition)

“A collection of short stories that brilliantly capture defining moments in the lives of a
diverse group of American children and teens.... a series of snapshots of the lives of youth
growing up in the United States…. A lyrical, poignant collection of voices that reflect the
racial and ethnic diversity of modern America.” - Kirkus

Ascent: A Peak
Marcello Adventure

Peak Marcello goes to Myanmar, a country that has been in the grips of a brutal military
regime for more than fifty years, to visit Alessia. When he's invited to climb Hkakabo Razi,
one of the most isolated mountains in the world, Peak can't pass up the opportunity. But
getting to the mountain will involve a four-week trek through tropical rainforests rife with
hazards--from venomous reptiles and leeches to corrupt police and military.

Beast Rider: A Boy's
Journey Beyond the
Border

Twelve-year-old Manuel leaves his small town in Mexico to join his older brother in Los
Angeles. To cross the US border, he must become a "beast rider"--someone who hops on a
train. The first time he tries, he is stopped by the Mexican police, who arrest and beat him.
When he tries again, he is attacked by a Mexican gang and left for dead. Just when Manuel
is ready to turn back, he finds new hope. Villagers clothe and feed him, help him find work,
and eventually boost him back onto the train. When he finally arrives in LA and is reunited
with his brother, he is elated. But the longer he's there, the more he realizes that something
isn't right.

Beyond Gender
Binaries

While transgender people have been called many different things by different cultures, they
have always existed. This book traces the history of how transgender, third gender, and other
varieties of gender-nonconforming individuals have functioned in various societies. It
documents how different societies' understanding of sex and gender has changed over time.
Readers will explore how different cultures viewed these individuals as well as how their
legal rights have evolved (or devolved). They will meet some of the historical figures that
paved the way for so many others to live their truth.

Ms. Otero, Library Director

All summaries are from the
publisher unless otherwise noted.

Page 1 of 8

2019 SummerReading List

Young Adult (YA)

Edited by National Book Award finalist Ibi Zoboi, and featuring some of the most acclaimed
bestselling Black authors writing for teens today--Black Enough is an essential collection of
Black Enough: Stories
captivating stories about what it's like to be young and Black in America. In these stories,
of Being Young & Black
black kids are nerds and geeks, gay and lesbian, first gen and immigrants, outdoorsy and
in America
artists, conflicted and confused, grieving and succeeding, thriving and surviving—in short,
they’re fully human.

Bridge of Clay

The breathtaking story of five brothers who bring each other up in a world run by their own
rules. As the Dunbar boys love and fight and learn to reckon with the adult world, they
discover the moving secret behind their father's disappearance. At the center of the Dunbar
family is Clay, a boy who will build a bridge--for his family, for his past, for greatness, for
his sins, for a miracle. The question is, how far is Clay willing to go? And how much can he
overcome?

A Curse so Dark and
Lonely

Harper has learned how to fight. Not physically—her cerebral palsy makes that hard—but
against the fear she feels every day for her mom, who's dying of cancer, and her brother,
who's keeping their family afloat through any means. When she tries to stop an attempted
kidnapping on the frigid streets of D.C. one night, Harper finds herself transported to the
cursed world of Emberfell. Here Prince Rhen repeats the autumn of his eighteenth birthday
—every year, when winter comes, he transforms into a vicious monster. All that's left is a
dwindling hope: if a girl falls in love with him, the curse will break. But in more than 300
years, none has.

This is a story about America during and after Reconstruction, one of history's most pivotal
and misunderstood chapters. In a stirring account of emancipation, the struggle for
Dark Sky Rising:
citizenship and national reunion, and the advent of racial segregation. Real-life accounts
Reconstruction and the
drive the narrative, spanning the half century between the Civil War and Birth of a Nation.
Dawn of Jim Crow
Here, you will come face-to-face with the people and events of Reconstruction's noble
democratic experiment.

Ms. Otero, Library Director
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Five Feet Apart

Stella Grant likes to be in control--even though her totally out of control lungs have sent her
in and out of the hospital most of her life. At this point, what Stella needs to control most is
keeping herself away from anyone or anything that might pass along an infection and
jeopardize the possibility of a lung transplant. Six feet apart. No exceptions. The only thing
Will Newman wants to be in control of is getting out of this hospital. Will's exactly what
Stella needs to stay away from. If he so much as breathes on Stella she could lose her spot
on the transplant list. Either one of them could die.

Hearts Unbroken

When Louise Wolfe's first real boyfriend mocks and disrespects Native people in front of
her, she breaks things off and dumps him over e-mail. It's her senior year, anyway, and she'd
rather spend her time with her family and friends and working on the school newspaper. The
editors pair her up with Joey Kairouz, the ambitious new photojournalist, and in no time the
paper's staff find themselves with a major story to cover: the school musical director's
inclusive approach to casting The Wizard of Oz has been provoking backlash in their mostly
white, middle-class Kansas town.

The Iliad

More than three thousand years ago, two armies faced each other in an epic battle that
rewrote history and came to be known as the Trojan War. The Iliad, Homer's legendary
account of this nine-year ordeal, is considered the greatest war story of all time and one of
the most important works of Western literature. In this stunning graphic novel adaptation -- a
thoroughly researched and artfully rendered masterwork -- renowned illustrator Gareth
Hinds captures all the grim glory of Homer's epic.

Internment

Set in a horrifying near-future United States, seventeen-year-old Layla Amin and her parents
are forced into an internment camp for Muslim American citizens. With the help of newly
made friends also trapped within the internment camp, her boyfriend on the outside, and an
unexpected alliance, Layla begins a journey to fight for freedom. Heart-racing and
emotional, Internment challenges readers to fight complicit silence that exists in our society
today.

Ms. Otero, Library Director
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Inventing Victoria

In a searing historical novel, Tonya Bolden illuminates post-Reconstruction America in an
intimate portrait of a determined young woman who dares to seize the opportunity of a
lifetime. As a young black woman in 1880s Savannah, Essie's dreams are very much at odds
with her reality. Ashamed of her beginnings, but unwilling to accept the path currently
available to her, Essie is trapped between the life she has and the life she wants.

Jazz Owls: A Novel of
the Zoot Suit Riots

Thousands of young Navy sailors are pouring into Los Angeles on their way to the front
lines of World War II. They are teenagers, scared, longing to feel alive before they have to
face the horrors of battle. Hot jazz music spiced with cool salsa rhythms calls them to dance
with the local Mexican American girls. These Jazz Owl girls are happy to dance with the
sailors--until the blazing summer night when racial violence leads to murder.

The Love & Lies of
Rukhsana Ali

Seventeen-year-old Rukhsana Ali is looking forward to going to Caltech and getting away
from her conservative Muslim parents' expectation that she will marry, especially since she
is in love with her girlfriend Ariana--but when her parents catch her kissing Ariana, they
whisk Rukhsana off to Bangladesh and a world of tradition and arranged marriages, and she
must find the courage to fight for the right to choose her own path.

Mike

Floyd, 15, has trained from age 5 to become the youngest UK Under-18s National Tennis
Champion. His dream is to win Wimbledon, and his dad, a former ranked player himself,
believes Floyd can do it. Every time Floyd wins, he is given a fish as a reward, and now he
has five full fish tanks. It seems as though Floyd's only rival for the title is girl-magnet
Barrington Gates, and he is well on his way to accomplishing his dream—until Mike, a
mysterious teenager no one else can see, begins appearing to him. Mike rarely speaks, but
his unexpected appearances on the court while Floyd plays are seriously throwing off
Floyd's game.

On a Sunbeam

"Walden immerses readers in a uniquely imagined and compelling sci-fi universe with a cast
that’s refreshingly and matter-of-factly female-centric, orientation-inclusive, and racially
diverse. (A subplot about nonbinary crew member Elliot is also welcome.) The inventive
cosmology is…rooted in the idea of not just finding but actively and consciously creating
yourself, love, and your family." - Kirkus Review

Ms. Otero, Library Director
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Sixteen-year-old Bri wants to be one of the greatest rappers of all time. Or at least win her
first battle. As the daughter of an underground hip hop legend who died right before he hit
big, Bri's got massive shoes to fill. Bri soon finds herself at the center of a controversy,
portrayed by the media as more menace than MC. But with an eviction notice staring her
family down, Bri doesn't just want to make it--she has to.

Our Stories, Our
Voices: 21 YA Authors

This collection of twenty-one essays from major YA authors--including award-winning and
bestselling writers--touches on a powerful range of topics related to growing up female in
Get Real About Injustice,
today's America, and the intersection with race, religion, and ethnicity. Sure to inspire hope
Empowerment, and
and solidarity to anyone who reads it, Our Stories, Our Voices belongs on every young
Growing Up Female in
woman's shelf.
America

Out of Salem

Genderqueer fourteen-year-old Z Chilworth has to adjust quickly to their new status as a
zombie after waking from death from a car crash that killed their parents and sisters. Always
a talented witch, Z now can barely perform magic and is rapidly decaying. Faced with
rejection from their remaining family members and old friends, Z moves in with Mrs.
Dunnigan, an elderly witch and befriends Aysel, a loud would-be-goth classmate who is, like
Z, a loner. As Z struggles to find a way to repair the broken magical seal holding their body
together, Aysel fears that her classmates will discover her status as an unregistered werewolf.

Pirate Queen The
Legend of Grace
O'Malley

The legend of Grace O'Malley, who spent her life wishing to join the fight to keep Henry
VIII's armies from invading her homeland of Ireland--only to be told again and again that
the battlefield is no place for a woman. After English conspirators brutally murder her
husband, Grace leads men into battle on the high seas and quickly gains a formidable
reputation as the Pirate Queen of Ireland.

The Poet X

Xiomara Batista feels unheard and unable to hide in her Harlem neighborhood. Ever since
her body grew into curves, she has learned to let her fists and her fierceness do the talking.
But Xiomara has plenty she wants to say, and she pours all her frustration and passion onto
the pages of a leather notebook, reciting the words to herself like prayers--especially after
she catches feelings for a boy in her bio class named Aman, who her family can never know
about.

Ms. Otero, Library Director
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Pride

When the Darcy family moves in across the street, Zuri wants nothing to do with their two
teenage sons, even as her older sister, Janae, starts to fall for the charming Ainsley. She
especially can't stand the judgmental and arrogant Darius. Yet as Zuri and Darius are forced
to find common ground, their initial dislike shifts into an unexpected understanding. But
with four wild sisters pulling her in different directions, cute boy Warren vying for her
attention, and college applications hovering on the horizon, Zuri fights to find her place in
Bushwick's changing landscape.

Sea of Ink and Gold
Series

Sefia knows what it means to survive. After her father is brutally murdered, she flees into the
wilderness with her aunt Nin, who teaches her to hunt, track, and steal. But when Nin is
kidnapped, leaving Sefia completely alone, none of her survival skills can help her discover
where Nin's been taken, or if she's even alive. The only clue to both her aunt's disappearance
and her father's murder is the odd rectangular object her father left behind, an object she
comes to realize is a book--a marvelous item unheard of in her otherwise illiterate society.

Soaring Earth

Margarita Engle's childhood straddled two worlds: the lush, welcoming island of Cuba and
the lonely, dream-soaked reality of Los Angeles. But the revolution has transformed Cuba
into a mystery of impossibility, no longer reachable in real life. Margarita longs to travel the
world, yet before she can become independent, she'll have to start high school.

Sorry Not Sorry

Janelle Pruitt is into activism and causes, her former best friend Alyssa is just into herself
and her "group" of self-absorbed teenagers; but then Alyssa collapses, and it turns out that
diabetes has ravaged her body and now she is in urgent need of a kidney transplant--Janelle
signs up for the donor program, but when it turns out that she is an excellent match for
Alyssa she is faced with a terrifying and life-changing decision: just how far does a former
friendship require you to go?

The Strange True Tale
of Frankenstein's
Creator Mary Shelley

The story of Frankenstein's creator is a strange, romantic, and tragic one, as deeply
compelling as the novel itself. Mary ran away to Lake Geneva with the poet Percy Bysshe
Shelley when she was just sixteen. It was there, during a cold and wet summer, that she first
imagined her story about a mad scientist who brought a corpse back to life. Success soon
followed for Mary, but also great tragedy and misfortune.

Ms. Otero, Library Director
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Fifteen authors of East and South Asian descent present original short stories inspired by
culture-specific tales from their own childhoods; immediately following each story, the
A Thousand Beginnings
authors provide synopses and/or other information about their source material. All of the
and Endings:…Asian
stories achieve emotional depth and connection while showcasing each storyteller’s unique
Myths and Legends
literary voice. Each story is followed by a short essay in which the authors discuss the
origins of their retold myths.

The Vanishing Stair

The Truly Devious case--an unsolved kidnapping and triple murder that rocked Ellingham
Academy in 1936--has consumed Stevie for years. It's the very reason she came to the
academy. But then her classmate was murdered, and her parents quickly pull her out of
school. For her safety, they say, she must move past this obsession with crime. Stevie's
willing to do anything to get back to Ellingham, be back with her friends, and solve the
Truly Devious case. Even if it means making a deal with the despicable Senator Edward
King.

Watch Us Rise

Jasmine and Chelsea are best friends on a mission--they're sick of the way women are
treated even at their progressive NYC high school, so they decide to start a Women's Rights
Club. They post their work online--poems, essays, videos of Chelsea performing her poetry,
and Jasmine's response to the racial microaggressions she experiences--and soon they go
viral. But with such positive support, the club is also targeted by trolls. When things escalate
in real life, the principal shuts the club down. Not willing to be silenced, Jasmine and
Chelsea will risk everything for their voices--and those of other young women--to be heard.

We are Here to Stay:
Voices of
Undocumented Young
Adults

Meet nine courageous young adults who have lived in the United States with a secret for
much of their lives: they are not U.S. citizens. They came from Colombia, Mexico, Ghana,
Independent Samoa, and Korea. They came seeking education, fleeing violence, and
escaping poverty. All have heartbreaking and hopeful stories about leaving their homelands
and starting a new life in America. And all are weary of living in the shadows.

Ms. Otero, Library Director
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Melati Ahmad looks like your typical movie-going, Beatles-obsessed sixteen-year-old.
Unlike most other sixteen-year-olds though, Mel also believes that she harbors a djinn inside
The Weight of Our Sky

her, one who threatens her with horrific images of her mother's death unless she adheres to
an elaborate ritual of counting and tapping to keep him satisfied. A trip to the movies after
school turns into a nightmare when the city erupts into violent race riots between the
Chinese and the Malay.
A gorgeous and timely novel-in-verse based on the incredible story of Sophie Scholl, a
young German college student who challenged the Nazi regime during World War II as part
of The White Rose, a non-violent resistance group. Disillusioned by the propaganda of Nazi

White Rose

Germany, Sophie Scholl, her brother, and his fellow soldiers formed the White Rose, a group
that wrote and distributed anonymous letters criticizing the Nazi regime and calling for
action from their fellow German citizens. The following year, Sophie and her brother were
arrested for treason and interrogated for information about their collaborators.
Ever since she got pregnant freshman year, Emoni Santiago's life has been about making the
tough decisions--doing what has to be done for her daughter and her abuela. The one place
she can let all that go is in the kitchen, where she adds a little something magical to

With the fire on high

everything she cooks, turning her food into straight-up goodness. Even though she dreams of
working as a chef after she graduates, Emoni knows that it's not worth her time to pursue the
impossible. Yet despite the rules she thinks she has to play by, once Emoni starts cooking,
her only choice is to let her talent break free.

Ms. Otero, Library Director
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