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The American
International School of
Guangzhou began in
1981 as the American
School of Guangzhou.
The first pages in the
history of AISG began
with 7 studentsin a
room at the Dong Fang
Hotel.

ASG was reorganized
legally as a non-profit
corporation in the

USA and registered as
school entity in China.
As part of this process,
the school changed its
name to the American
International School of
Guangzhou (AISG).

ASG was accredited

by the Western
Association of Schools
and Colleges (WASC)
to provide instruction in
kindergarten through
grade 8.

AISG celebrated its
very first high school
graduating class.
Three students
graduated, with one
student attending
Stanford University, one
attending UC Berkeley
and one attending New

AISG moved to a new
site on Ersha Island.
The facility housed all
grade levels until 2007.

The Middle and High
School divisions moved
to a new purpose-built
campus located in
Science Park. The Early
Childhood Center, for
preschool students
from age 3 to 5, was
then added to the
Ersha campus.

York University.

AISG is a vibrant
learning community
of over 1,000 students
from 50 nations

and a strong alumni
community across
the globe. AISG

and education have
changed significantly
during our 37 years

in Guangzhou, but
our commitment to
providing the best
and most innovative
learning opportunities
for our students has
remained steadfast.

ASG moved to larger
facilities in the Garden
Hotel to accommodate
the additional demand
and eventually
enrolled students from
other nations. The
community set about
creating a home away
from home.

ASG moved to its first
purpose-built space
in the Greenery. In the
same year, enrollment
grew to 102 students
from 21 nations.

AISG received
authorization from
the International
Baccalaureate Office
to offer the Primary
Years Program and IB
Diploma.

: Dipoma
() / Programme
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This year was one of
tribute and festivities
as we celebrated
our school's 35th
anniversary. AISG is
proud of its heritage
as the longest-
established and
only not-for-profit
international school
in Guangzhou and the
recognized leader of
education in South
China.
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head of visual and performing arts, muS’c teacher
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amily” is a recurring theme when the
head of the Visual and Performing Arts
department Betty Lin reflects on her
teaching career.

"My firstimpr on was that all the students,
staff and teachers were very friendly,” she says,
recalling her first visit to AISG for her interview.

‘It had a family atmosphere.” Betty knows from
personal experience how important it is for a school
to feel like family, as her own schooling took her
away from her family. ‘I was a boarder in Melbourne,
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Australia, and only came home to my family in Hong
Kong once a year," she remembers, ‘so my teachers
were like surrogate parents. They were all different
but all showed their care for me.”

The exceptional care her teachers expressed
for her affected her future career decision. She
remembers passion for their subjects. ‘One of my
favorites was my music teacher. 1spired me to
be like her.” And so Betty became a music teacher
and joined the AISG family.

The importance of family carries over to Betty's

teaching. Asked to share an unforgettable moment at AISG, she remembers a
relationship with one particular student: "“One precocious young man in Grade
6 showed the potential to be a talented musician but didn't have the necessary
self-discipline. He did not feel like he needed to work at his skills, as he saw
himself as the best student in the class already. With that attitude, he did not

ans, we had he and responsibilities must
0 hand in hand. At one stage, he asked me why his achievement, behavior, and
vork ethic were so important to me, because after all he was happy he could
play ‘good enough'l | replied that he was not doing himself justice by just being
‘good enough.’ I told him if | thought he couldn't do it, | would not be pushing him
for morel As this student moved through middle school and into high schoo
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class of 2017 7 years at AISG
student at New York University

‘I never liked acting,” says Gloria Huang. ‘In fact, | even once swore to myself that |
would never become an actor, as the thought of saying anything on stage in front of
people terrified me.” So what degree will Gloria pursue at university? A drama degree
at New York Universityl How did Gloria do a 180 degree turn on her career choice?

AISG was instrumental in that change of perspective, Gloria reflects. “AISG provided me with
numerous performance opportunities, such as performing atthe Grand Hyatt Hotel, participating
in APAC strings, and acting in APAC Theater.” But her most significant experience took place at
the DCINY Festival at Lincoln Center in New York City. She remembers it as a “once-in- a-lifetime
opportunity | will never forget. This experience made me suddenly realize my hidden passion
for theater. The trip to Lincoln Center and New York City caused me to give acting and theater
another chance.” Gloria says that AISG ‘made me into an independent person and learner.”
Her talents in orchestra and theater have been demonstrated by her accomplishments.
Stage fright is a thing of Gloria's past, as she now considers that all the world is her stage.
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class of 2015, 6 years at AISG
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NiNa schnelcer

AISG Inaugural Alumni Award Recipient

I'was born in Taiwan but grew up in Guangzhou,
China, until  was 18, My mother, Kris (Liu Min) Schneider,
is Taiwanese, and my father, Thomas Klaus Schneider,
is German. Genetically, | am Eurasian, but | consider
my cultural lineage to include Germany, China, and
United States. In fact, I have AISG to thank for bringing
out the latter and exemplifying the socially welcoming
and intellectually stimulating nature of the American
condition.

| attended AISG starting at age five, staying a grand
total of 13 years. Back when its preschool was located in
the Garden Hotel, | remember having a wonderful sausage
roll from the hotel bakery every day for snack time.

IN1993, my parents started a leather-finishing
factory in Wang Gang Village, Guangzhou, capitalizing
on my father’s leather specialization. The company
has since grown to embrace ecological protection and
sustainable supply chain management, and it now has

international locations in China, Vietnam, USA, and Italy.

When my family arrived in China, we were adv
that with my German passport, | was eligible only to
enroll in an international school. My parents were
impressed with AISG's international instruction, which
would put me on the path to global citizenship. | was
enrolled in1996.

As a third-culture kid (TCK), | found that the greatest
challenge was having to prove my inclusion in different
groups. Even though | speak fluent Chinese with a minor
Taiwanese accent, nobody in Guangzhou believed that
I belonged. People thought | was Uygur from Xinjiang
province, Russian from Heilongjiang, or simply an
American who had studied for so long in China that |
was fluent. Over the years, it became frustrating to be
so close to my Chinese family, yet always denied entry
because | was ‘other.” At the same time, because |
never lived in Germany, my accent-free German lacked
nasic colloquialism and casual "slang.” As a result, even
with my fellow German students and their families, |
was regarded suspiciously. To feel at home, | adopted
the American way, and specifically the New Yorker's
mentality that different facets of one's identity are
beautiful, like cuts on a diamond, because it makes one
more unique, more unusual, more valuable. If | was to
think about it deeply, AISG saved me by stressing that
expatriate purity is not the only way. | could be beautifu
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because my personality and character cross gender, national, and linguistic lines.

It has been nearly ten years since my graduation from AISG, and since then, I've
lived long-term in the United States, Austria, and Thailand, and visited more than 50
countries. What I miss most about Guangzhou is its predictability. Even though there
are always new restaurants, entertainment venues, and institutions popping up, |
miss visiting the same RBT cafe across Aayushi's home, the McDonalds across from
Novotel where Calder and | spent his birthday dinner feasting on chicken nuggets,
and the stretch of Pearl River along which Karel, Romesh, and | enjoyed the view over
wine spritzers. These have become childhood landmarks for me, places | can mentally
revisit while recalling all the amazing things that happened. The concept of "home” is so
variable, so while Guangzhou is no longer my home, | did leave a piece of my heart back
in the city.

Currently, | am engaged to a wonderful man, and in a couple of months, | will be
maving back to Vienna and then onwards to New York to pursue a life with my partner,
as well as ambitions with the United Nations headquarters. I would say the biggest
difference between my life in Guangzhou and now is the speed and variability of daily
schedules, and the reliance on calendar apps to keep me on task!

After AISG, | attended New York University for a Bachelor of Science in Applied
Psychology and Social Entrepreneurship. Having had a taste of the magic of data
science applied for development, I left New York to pursue a Master of Science in

Sustainable Development, Management, and Policy in
Modul University Vienna. There, | worked to refine my
thesis on empirical predictive modeling of the impact of
green growth policies. After graduating with distinction,

| was recruited by United Nations-ESCAP to work as a
data and policy analyst in service to Asia-Pacific member

states.

As of December 2017, | left United Nations-ESCAP
and established 9212 Data, a sustainable development
impact assessment consultancy. 9212 Data is a new
entrepreneurial venture, but it is already receiving regular
clients, and would be open to new challenges in both the
public and private sectors!

I am working to establish legal and professional
residency in New York, USA, with my fiance , and | am
also gaining new experiences through 9212 Data. | am
hoping to rejoin the United Nations system as an expert
in data applied to sustainable development, particularly
related to the environment.

Because | was five when I first enrolled in AISG
I no longer recall my first impressions. However, |
have two favorite memories of my time there. The
firstis the vastness of the Science Park campus.

As a former IB student, with management roles
in several high school clubs, alone time to process
homework was highly valued. | could always count
on the ground floor classrooms to empty out fully by
3:30 p.m., so | could hide away and work diligently for
an hour before returning home. Silence encouraged
focus and | credit the many empty rooms for my
strong graduating GPA and mental health.
ondly, I've spoken about this at length, but
AISG's teachers, faculty, and administration provided
the encouraging environment needed to nurture
ts. Many people don't realize this, but the
ason AISG has IB Psychology now is because in
2007, a small team of high-achieving students and
I p
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etitioned for its inclusion in the curriculum. We
ormalized a proposal and asked to be heard on this.
In 2008, I submitted an application to establish the
bssroads Club, intended back then to become
an NGO providing disaster relief and resilience
efforts across China by collecting year-end extra
production, housing it, and redirecting it to stricken
regions. On both petitions, AISG listened and carved




out space for us to pursue these goals. For this, I will always have the utmost
respect and love for this academic institution.

AL AISG, the teachers, friends, and culture encouraged us all to be naive
reckless, and overconfident, giving us free reign to pursue change as long as
it was socially and environmentally beneficial. Without the confidence of the
administration, | would never have thought it possible to start an NGO within
the school’s walls. I was and still am arrogant. In a world of 7.6 billion, it is
arrogant to believe that you have the power to make a difference, yet this is
what AISG did for me. They encouraged me to believe in my vision of a better
world - and that, along with so many factors, has led me to the UN and beyond.

[0))

I have numerical dyslexia, which was diagnosed long after | graduated
fram AISG, so IB Economics HL with Ken Turner had the greatest impact on
my thinking. I knew that | wanted to assist on the frontlines of policymaking to
benefit our social and ecological environments, yet to do this using our current
societal infrastructure, we must use existing tools to reform the issue. Which
is to say, I needed to learn the valuation of micro- and macro-economics and
seek hidden pockets of opportunity to contribute to the welfare of the lower
and middle-socioeconomic classes. Numerical dyslexia is the inability to
process abstract numeracy because numbers are often misinterpreted or their
corresponding units just don't make logical sense. | struggled for far longer
than anyone else my age, but | knew economics was critical for my future, so
every morning and lunch break, | brought my questions to Ken, asking him to
explain to me yet again why currency fluctuations could plunge a nation into
debt or why diminishing marginal gains still incentivize companies to operate
past their rational end-point. | completed that course with a 6 out of 7, which
was my greatest academic achievement at that time. In fact, | cried when |
learned my score - Ken and | had put so much work into straightening out the
numerical chaos in my brain. Ultimately, IB Economics HL sparked my lifelong

love of statistical operators via data. Even though |
still struggle with dyslexia today, | have safeguards
in place to ensure it doesn't bias my results.

While at AISG, | was the founder of Crossroads
Club, the Poetry Editor-In-Chief for the literary
magazine, and one of more active members of
Habitat for Humanity.

The world beyond high school is magnificent
incomprehensible, and full of potential - but
only if you have the courage to make the difficult
decisions. | have two pieces of advice, which can

be distilled into the following: you need to be brave.

1. Do everything: Reflect and know who you
are. Have a good understanding of the skills you
are good at (e.g. research, solving puzzles) and
the thematic areas they can be applied in (e.g. IT,
psychology, design). When you get into college,
specialize as fast as you can. Pursue multiple,
meaningful internships, volunteer your time to
professors to publish new ideas, find a group of
like-minded people and throw around concepts -
hint: that's how companies get started. Right now,
you are a jagged piece of organic carbon, and
your goal in the next four years is to learn fast, fail
hard, dust yourself off, and discard the useless.
Set hundreds of goals, rework or demolish them,
and solidify your path. If you do it right, when you
graduate, you will be polished and confident,

empowered with a strong resume, and ready to
contribute to a better, more beautiful society.

2. Dream big but educate yourself: Find
someone you want to emulate. Do you want to
advise the senate or be the next Elon Musk? If you
don't want to lead, there is no shame in admitting
this. How about fighting for human rights at the
grassroots level? Being a financial economist
helping to change the banking sector? The second
part is to educate yourself. It's fine to set lofty goals,
but be realistic about your time frame. In order
to be the next UN Secretary-General by age 45
and have a family, what do you need to do today?
Within the next year and the next five? Set concrete
targets and be unafraid to adjust them. Beware of
relying on the much-publicized Perfect Storm, i.e.
when your skills perfectly align with an opportunity
dropped from the heavens. Statistically, this is
just rare. Nobody is reserving a career just for
you. Be accountable for your own life so that your
achievements are yours alone.

am proudest of stepping away from the United
Nations at this point in my life. No matter how much
you love and respect an institution, sometimes
to make the biggest impact, you must step away
and improve yourself so when you return, you'll be
more effective. When | left United Nations-ESCAP
in December 2017, | understood that it was my time.
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| could no longer provide the value they deserved
without being much, much better myself. | had no
idea how to accomplish this self-improvement but
| found I could pursue incremental improvement
by plunging myself into impact assessment for
sustainable development, doing it on my own with
no safety net. This was the inspiration behind 9212
Data.

| believe in the United Nations because I've
seen how it can guide member states’ sustainable
development policies, and encourage poverty
reduction and knowledge transfers to protect the
lives of future generations. | want to return to them.
But | can't do that until | am stronger and better.

| dedicate my life, career, family and spare time
entirely to the service of my fellow man. Bettering
the world is not a matter of deploying taxes on

cigarettes or mandating universal primary education,

it is the mentality of sustainable development.
Optimum balance means economic growth that is
simultaneously politically feasible, environmentally
responsible, and financially viable. If | could change
one thing, I would adjust the true valuation of all the
products we consume. For example, a cell phone is
cheaply produced, but what if we include the carbon
dioxide emitted during the production of each of its
elements and the life-cycle degradation and toxic

disposal of its end-of-life parts? What if we pay its
manufacturing workers a living wage and consider
the ecological cost of extracting the minerals and
materials for its components? What if we truly
guantified every single ingredient and reflected this
costinto the final consumer price? This cell phone's
price would now skyrocket and | guarantee that cell
phone companies would do everything in their power
to make phones cheaper by using fewer materials
at every stage. If we did this, our growth would not
come at the cost of our children’s health and our
environment's ability to renew itself. If I could change
the valuation of our consumption patterns, the world
would be a better place.

I'm interested in sustainable development
because it prioritizes equally economic prosperity,
environmental integrity, and social benefits. This
should be the benchmark of global activity and
even our own career pursuits, Where and what you
choose to work on must be beneficial to all of these
dimensions; otherwise, you might be considered
part of a systemic problem. Even though | am not
a vegetarian or a zero-waste contributor, | value
environmental protection and reducing climate
change's impact because of ecological economics.
The public doesn't realize that our economy is an
artificial, man-made system, 100% supported by the
environment. We obtain natural resources from the
environment, sell and consume them, and discard
them right back out into the environment. Recycling is
not a solution, because the energy we use to recycle
material must come from new sources.

The public is already using too much, and so
quickly we are plummeting to a point of no return,
according to the anthropogenic climate change
temperature rise. If the average global temperature
increases beyond two degrees Celsius, the earth will
fail to renew itself. When it does, the economy and our
society will as well. You can't eat money and you can't
breathe coins. | am interested in these challenges
because, for the sake of my family and friends, for my
future children, for our neighbors near and far, and for
those who have no voice, we have to be part of the
solution.

My passion is ecological and social minimalism
and efficiency. Use less, in every sense of the word.
As a global citizen constrained by immigration
and legal requirements, | have moved homes
approximately twelve times in the last ten years.

Over time, I've had to learn what was considered
irreplaceable, and what | take with me in my suitcases
when asked to move again. | can't tell you how many
times I've had to leave behind or discard working
furniture and appliances because | couldn't donate or
sell them in time. My own carbon footprint as a young
woman is terrifying, but I am working now to better

it. Imagine millions just like me, and now our world's
environmental problems start to make sense. | had to
do something different for my own life, and hopefully
change government policies so others will act more
conscientiously. B
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student gLl of British Columbia

Nikhil Budhdev% to AISG in 10th grade and remembers it as “a hard time for me because
| had switched from a Canadian to an American curriculum. It took a month to get adjusted
to the style of teaching and the use of MacBooks in class. After that, it was a challenging
and enriching experience.” Though the curriculum was time-consuming and took up even his
free time, Nikhil says that in the past three years AISG has made him a better person and
student. The best part about AISG? Nikhil answers, “The teachers!” They “fueled a type of
passion for the subject that was missing before | came to AISG." He offers the example of
his physics teacher, who not only thoroughly discussed his Extended Essay with him but also
“talked about concepts that were way beyond the scope of the course. All this because he
had the passion for the subject and he was passing that passion on to me. That is what |
love about the teachers here and that is what has made me ready for my future endeavors.”

What future endeavors is Nikhil looking forward to? He is studying at UBC for a five
year course in Applied Sciences with a concentration in Mechanical Engineering.
He certainly overcame that “hard time" adjusting to AISG, and after taking full
advantage of the opportunities here, he is setting forth on a very rewarding future!
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would become a new community center. We were
not simply building a structure—we were building
relationships and a deeper understanding of how
HFH impacted lives. An integral part of any build was
the reflection process. After dinner back at the hotel,
we would gather in a circle. Each of us described a
special moment about the day. Later in the week, |

asked students to pair up and interview the residents.

Despite difficulty understanding the dialect, Chinese
speakers could glean enough to share some insights
about the hard lives of these people.

We were keen to build in another recovered
leprosy village and were pleased to be assigned
to Chagen in Guangdong province, 360 km from
Guangzhou. Our third trip there was right around
Autumn Festival in 2007. By that time, the people had
come to know us very well. As we approached the
village on foot, we could see two lines of villagers
along the sides of the dirt road. They cheered in
welcome as we filed past them. At lunchtime,
they had a surprise for us. As a gesture of their
appreciation, they “threw us a party” with special
locally made cakes. Considering how little income
they had at their disposal, this was indeed a grand

gesture. To show our thanks, HFH officers cut up the
cakes and served them to the villagers. | will never
forget that sight; it was very touching to see our
students affirm the dignity of these severely disabled
people living in such humble conditions.

When we weren't building, we were raising money
and awareness. Typically, there were two to three
builds per year for students, one of which was a
China trip open to anyone. In time, a “faculty build”
for adult members of the AISG community was
added, due to popular demand! We also had many
fundraisers. One of our favorites was selling crafts
made by leprosy survivors supported by HANDA
Rehabilitation and Welfare Association (Guangzhou).”
Another was our annual "buy-a- brick” campaign,
in which we would sell 100 paper "bricks” for 100
RMB, and "windows," the “‘door” and the ‘roof” for
several thousand each, to total about 25000 RMB.
We displayed our "house” in a prominent place on
campus. All the money we raised went straight to
HFH's China Program. Building houses with HFH
China is one of the most fulfilling experiences anyone
can have.  am happy to know that HFH at AISG
continues to thrive! m

blass of 2017 %GB8T s at AISG
student at Homg Kongwniversity of Science & Technolagy.

Sometimes Helen would just like to..."take a nap”! At least she counts “napping” as one of her
favorite hobbies, saying she can occasionally “sleep for up to 16 hours." But there is more
to Helen than napping. She plans to pursue a degree in the medical field as a physician or
biomedical researcher. The diagnosis of her father with type 2 Diabetes “awakened” her to the
importance of health to a happy life. She says, “If you have your health, anything is possible.”
Helen appreciates that her AISG science teachers built up her science foundation, which
made studying science at a higher level possible. When Helen reflects on AISG's concept
of being “future-ready,” she feels it means having “self-discipline and self-motivation.”

Those qualities are evident in her four years of service on the Student Council, an experience
that taught her leadership skills. Though her path in the IB program was time-consuming and
at times stressful, she says that “AISG taught me that there is always a solution to a problem,
it's just that the solution is not as easy as we had hoped.” Studying for the IB program, leading
on Student Council, and prepping for university means that Helen has certainly earned the
right to indulge occasionally in that favorite hobby—napping—but it won't be very often.




Central Park, New Yo

ne of the best le /e

learned from AISG is that

it's OK to be different. We all

came from such different
backgrounds that, unlike in more
culturally homogeneous schools, there
) social standard to conform or
aspire to. It was impossible not to be
different from everyone else in some
way. As a result, we expected and
embraced differences among ourselves.
That sounds like it should be obvious, but
it turns out to be a lesson I've needed to
re-learn well beyond AISG.

W

As a high-ac
grades to for

hieving student, | expected my
t professional success. Teenaged
me might have been surprised to learn that many of
my c nates ended up attaining more education
than | did, making more money than | do, and being
more influential than I am. | hope to hear about them
in this magazine! I didn't truly appreciate it at the time
but there are many paths to success; excelling in
class is a good one, but your grades don't determine
the rest of your life.

Good grades helped get me into Princeton
University, but they didn't help me figure out what
do with my life.  majored in Chemistry by default,
because | had to choose and | hadn't found anything |

stints working at a perfumery
ach English, I landed a
job at Bristol-Myers Squibb, working on new drug
discovery.

There are a lot of very smart people doing
important work in pharmaceutical research, but
for whatever reason, | w er very good at or
invested in my job there. After a few years, | was
bitterly disappointed in myself for not doing "better
in my life, in contrast to both my peers' trajectori
and my expectations. | was going nowhere, and
envious of my friends who had concrete g
fvancing steadily toward them. Ten years after
graduating from high school, I still didn't know what |

liked better. After s




|
| T
|
<N ]
(--R |
T F ]
L. =
L

L

L |
¥ q
n “
o d

T
T B o g + o e

'&E’H; Y (1 A, R ——————

—_—

SR

ClassOr2015, 9 years at AISG
Student at University of New-South Wales

s freeing bece

ne thing
The advice from 2015 AISG graduate Michael Wu for present high school students is to “find
your passion and make a career out of it, and you'll always enjoy your work. That's what you
want, to enjoy your work, to take pride in it, so don't force yourself to do something you don't
love." That's very challenging and welcome advice from someone who has already achieved
a great deal. How is he doing on his own advice? Michael's favorite teacher at AISG was Mr.
Navis, in IT. ‘I enjoyed working with computers and new technology and these still are two of
my passions, but outside of that | also enjoyed after-school activities like robotics, science
club, and media crew.” And now Michael is at the University of New South Wales pursuing
a Bachelor of Computational Design degree. Looks like he is following his own advice!
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AISG had a significant impact on building Michael's interests and skills in the area of
computers. When Michael reflects on what AISG means to him, he says, “Connecting
individuals with their passions.” What does Michael envision as his future field? Being
able to shape the future in a very tangible way, in the environment, but also on a small
scale, working with products and designs that we can physically hold. Michael's advice
to “find your passion” is not just words but his way of life—and an inspiration for us all.

just me. There are a lot of people
working don'tlc
t has to be a step forw

at person if | differences. m




cary \vears

ON TOF OF THE TURG FANG
by Americen School of Guangrhou

On top of the Tung Fang in 802

We ordered some jaudr and wei-gwo-rou too.

The }audr was greasy, the service was slow

We zrked for some pirra, Shao Gau said "meliyou®.

We walked through the courtyard to =ee the new sights
The trees are of concrete, the grapes--they aren't ripe.

Though the fish are of porcelsin and the rams are of stone
We'1l ju=st make the best of it ‘cause Tung Fang's our home.

TR

1. Apoem about the days at Dongfang Hotel.

. AISG students at a field trip to the Coca-Cola factory, 1983,
. AISG's Award Assembly, 1983,

. AISG's first class, 1981.

. AISG's music class, 1984,

. AISG's Thanksgiving Play, 1983.

. Elementary students posing in the library, 1983,

NooaohanN



10.
1n.
12.
13.

. Ersha Campus Dedication Ceremony, 2002.

Field trip to the zoo, 1985,

Students enjoying recess at the Garden Hotel, 1984.

A visit to the Orbis Flying Hospital, 1982.

Students on the steps of the Chen Clan Academy, 1990.
Sharing a laugh in class, 1985.
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AISG grade 12 student,
class of 2018, 7 years at AISG

I'was really impressed with how
developed the school was. AISG was
the first international school | had

ever gone to and I thought the campus looked
awesome. Not only that, but my teachers and
classmates were super friendly and they helped
me settle in right away.

My favorite memory is when | first auditioned
for the high school musical in Oth grade. | was
EXTREMELY nervous but | was really happy to be
there and push my limits.

| feel that the biggest concept I've learned at
AISG is that the universe is a humongous place and
that we're all extremely small fractions of it. Having
said that, | realize that life should be enjoyed and
that we should take risks rather than hide away in
the dark and not be happy.

In my four years at high school, | always focused
on the performing arts. Whether it was the musical,
APAC Theater, APAC Choir, or HS Choir, I was always
happy performing in front of others. I think that I've
learned from these experiences who I am and who |
want to become when | grow up.

Don't feel ashamed because you're different
from everyone else. Don't feel ashamed because
you're “weird.” Don't feel ashamed because
you're doing what you love, Life is too short to let
others decide what you can and can't do and you

school mus
Shop of Horro

brand new t
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should always strive for greatness and happiness.
Especially when others are doubting you!

If there's anything that I'm passionate about,
it's acting. I've been passionate about acting
since middle school and I'll probably stay that
way until my dying days. Not only did my time in
high school help me realize that the art of acting
is about representing the human spirit, but more
importantly, that it's a necessity for humanity. |
learned that acting isn't about pretending, but
rather, it's about helping others experience new
realities through you.

| feel that my friends would probably say that
I'm outgoing when | love doing something, and I'm
not afraid of taking risks or taking on challenges.

Iam proud that | was able to improve myself as
a perfarmer and, more importantly, as an individual,
| feel that because | went to AISG, I've been able to
find out what I want from life.

After graduating from AISG, | will be leaving
to study in New York City at Pace University's
International Performance Ensemble. | am really
looking forward to starting my classes in New York
City and meeting my new classmates!

| see myself working on Broadway or creating
something new for Broadway in my apartmentin
Manhattan.

Don't ever give up on what you love doing
the most!
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My favorite place is my sister's class.
My sister is in grade 2 and | am in grade
1. 1'like going to her classroom. | also like the rope
bridge.

Maybe about plants. The whole grade 1took a
field trip to the botanical garden today. We saw a
duck, just one duck, but we saw a lot of plants. We
are learning the unit called "Sharing the Planet.”
Plants are part of the planet. | took about 20 pictures
of the plants.

I like AISG because there are a lot of subjects
here. We study maybe just a few subjects in New
Zealand. I am learning writing, reading, unit of inquiry
and plants.

I didn't go to school before. AISG is my first
school. I've been in China for one year.

I'would like to flyl All of the dragons can fly. I ride
my bike to school every day now. If | could fly like a
dragon, | could fly to school.

I like reading and drawing. | can draw a dragon.

I watch How to Train Your Dragon, Harry Potter
and Star Wars. | really like the dragon in How to Train
Your Dragon. Its name is Toothless. | like it because it
can fly and glow.

We play games. One of us normally pretends
to be the evil person and catches others. The good
people have to run away. Games like that.

I haven't read them all.

‘AISG is my first
school. I like AISG
because there are a
lot of subjects here.”

- Blythe Kendall



O+\vears of service:

|
The AISG faculty is the cornerstone upon which our community of learners thrives. In

middle school & h/gh - : the world of international e,ducat\on‘, where people often come and go, a lengthy tgmure
is a testament to a teacher's commitment to a school and its students. We would like to

school QSS/IStaﬂfp///ﬂC/'pa/, L . recognize the following faculty members for their long-standing dedication to the AISG
6)/68/8 at AISG RJ community. Thank you for helping our students ignite their passions!

If you want to get to know Assistant ROWONE:
Principal of the Science Park Campus Will ' '
Tragert, don't go to Spirit Week, Halloween,
or teacher orientation days. Why? Because
you won't find him, or more likely, you won't
recognize him. Instead he is more likely to
be a blonde bombshell, a hippie or a man in
black, but behind those costumes is Will's
familiar smile and his fun-loving nature!

Will has been the assistant principal for five
years and he couldn’t be having more fun. ‘I
love going to work each day and being able
to spend time with our students,” he says.
Never have |'b o involved wi ch -
dynamic, creative, inspirational, and gifted

ROW TWO:
Erica Liu
Erika Olst
David Me

people. 'm amazed every day by the gifts
and talents our students have.”

Will got into teaching through the e
inspiration of a ninth grade math #
teacher who “shifted me from being 8
indifferent about math to truly loving " s

e subjectuldon’tremember many

ad 3 O ULE

remember exactly how he made me feel
and the passion he ignited within me. It
was that feeling that made me want to be
a teacher.” That passion is evident in Will's
work with the IB Diploma.

ROW THREE:
Henry Ha

He explains, ‘I grew tg
seniors so well and garedso deeply for their
wellbeing. | loved béing partners in learning
yith them and helping them work towards
. 1t sirgoals in math. The feeling
of pride and'acgemplishment that | shared
with my first gg@Uip'ef'graduating seniors
was an unforgettable experience and one
that | still hold'dear to my heart.” Most days
you will findWill'hard at work following his
passion, ut don‘t be surprised if you don't
recognizlé him..except for the smile.

ROW FIVE:
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middle school and high
School mandarin teacher,
15 years at AISG

Chinese language teacher Erica Liu’s first
impression of AISG was at the Greenery
campus, and she remembers that the
height of the building, with classrooms on
different floors and not a single elevator,
made her worry about the poor knees of
exhausted teachers! Erica’s memory reveals
some significant things about her and her
experiences at AISG. Not many people
know about the Greenery campus, which
preceded Ersha and Science Park. But Erica
does because she is a veteran teacher with
a tenure that exceeds most teachers and
administrators! Her worry about the knees
of exhausted teachers reveals that she
knows the work that teachers do, above
and beyond their time in the classroom.

Teachers plan, prepare, consult and move
between classrooms that sometimes are
not very convenient. She says that her
qualities as a teacher are a sense of humor,
fairness, efficiency, organization, and a
passion to keep up with the world.

For Erica, that first visit to AISG resulted in
a long-term relationship with significant
rewards. She says what excites her about
AISG is when she get visits from AISG
graduates. “This is always the moment

| feel proud, joyful, and grateful, as | am
remembered. | love to hear about their
stories, life, thoughts and learning in the
bigger world.” To know that her students
have excelled at AISG and in university
and work is her greatest reward. Erica has
taught long enough to experience a new
campus with elevators, and her qualities
as a teacher take her students to a higher
level—we might say she is THEIR elevator!

O+\vears of service:

AISG is a flourishing learning community because of our support staff, who work
endlessly to ensure that our programs and systems run smoothly. They are the unsung
heroes of our school, working behind the scenes to guarantee that our students, faculty,
and other community members benefit from everything AISG has to offer. We thank and
congratulate the following staff members and teaching assistants for their boundless
contributions to AISG,

ROW ONE:
Angel Cer
Irene Huan

ROW TWO:
Eva Ho
Jessica Chen

na Lao

na Li

ROW THREE:

LEFT TO RIGHT:

Cherry Oliveros
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The connection between the school

and our alumni should not end on
graduation day. Even though our alumni
have moved on, we hope AISG continues
to hold a special place in their hearts.
We're thrilled that they are pursuing their
passions, making the world a better
place, and serving as incredible role
models for our current Rams.

Alumni, no matter where you are now,

we hope you remember your years

at AISG fondly. Thank you for helping
AISG become a leader in international
education and making us so proud.

Once a Ram, always a Ram.




Q: How can | update my

information with the Alumni
Office?

: You can update your
information in a few ways. You
can call the Alumni Office at
(+8620) 3213 5555 ext 1168, or
e-mail us at alumni@aisgz.org.
You may also update your
information online by quickly
filling out our Keep in Touch
form.

: Id like to come back to

Guangzhou and visit the
campus. Is there any information
that will help in my planning?

: Contact the Alumni Office

and we will provide you with

the updated transportation
information to get back to
school. We can also provide a
list of hotels that offer the AISG
corporate rate for you to choose
from. Be sure to stop by the
Alumni Office while you're in
town!

: How do |l plan a reunion?

: To plan a reunion, please
contact the Alumni Office via
email: alumni@aisgz.org or
by calling (+8620) 3213 5555
ext 1168, We can assist you in
getting started, planning your
reunion and promoting the
event on AISG alumni social
media channels,

Q: How can | get the information

about alumni activities and
publications?

: This information will be sent

regularly to each alum’s
registered email address or via
alumni social media channels.
If you need to update personal
information or contact details,
alumni can use the Keep in
Touch form on the AISG website
to stay connected,

Q: How can | getinvolved?

A: We're always looking for fellow

Rams who are passionate
about AISG and ready to lead
and share. There are countless
ways to get involved on
campus, in your community and
across the globe. Whether your
passion drives you to become
a mentor or ta volunteer for a
good cause, please send us an
email and the Alumni Office will
facilitate your event,

Q:

| am searching for friends
I went to AISG with, How do |
find them?

If you are searching for contact

information for an alum of AISG,

we are happy to forward an
email on your behalf if we have
current contact information

in our database. Please send
us an email along with a note
containing as much detall
information about the person
(age, graduation year, etc.) as
possible.

How can | let my classmates
know what | am doing?

AISG shares alumni updates
via the alumni newsletter, Ignite
and social media channels. You
can email the Alumni Office

at alumni@aisgz.org whenever
you make a career change,

get a new job, get married,
have a baby, or graduate with

a new degree or award. All new
information is then updated

in our alumni database and
included in future editions of
Ignite.

How can | give a gift to AISG?

Please visit the Giving page
on the AISG website. This
outlines the many wonderful
contributions you can make to
AISG. Thank you in advancel

Al|SIG

CONTACT US:

ERSHA CAMPUS

Guangzhou

Email: alumni@aisgz.0rg

FACEBOOK: facebook.com/aisgzalumni @
INSTAGRAM: @aisgalumni

WECHAT: aisgwechat
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