Builld a Better Recess

Ist Grade The Bronxville School Winter

How can we make recess better in Bronxville
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Qur 'Tirst drade students i(Jenthfie(J a challengirﬁproblem In their
own oacLyarc: how to create a Ioetter recess. Iney founcJ the were
spending a great deal of time resolving issues after recess anj
Assessme“t vvantecl to et outsicJe more in winter months. ﬂlrouﬁh the PBL
process, students researched recess around the WOr cJ oloservecJ

recess in other local communities and proposecl solutions through
inchvicJual persuasive writing anol group presentations. The project
also aclclressed NY State Soeial Stuo{ies stanclachs inclucing

participation in group anol community activities, maLing
Stude“t work connections to other countries and cultures, ancJ developing an
uncJerstanchng oF peing a global citizen.
Creation oFGoogle Slide Erese Ttation of

proposed recess clnange ased on clata,

Persuasive |_etter

First, teachers ancJ students consicJerecJ what questions tl]“ey would
neecl to answer In order to address their clriving question, How can

interviews and observations. |n additior we make recess better at Bronxville¢ ﬂley began by investi ating
Stuclents wrote individual persuasive letters. questions in smaller groups, which were selFseFectej/ l9y student
interest. [hese groups generated more questions to ask ditferent
experts.

Teachers then invited in experts to respond to the generatecl
questions. Experts included those from Bronvxi |e, a neighboring
school, and e-Pals in Canada. Once the interviews were
completed, students gathered data and organized it in order to
better denerate proposed solutions.

Next, each srou created a Google slide for their proposal that
served as part oEa group presentation. The students presented to

arents and our Assistant Principal, and resident recess expert,
KAS. Laitman. The students then had a follow up meeting with the
school administration to discuss the changes made to recess at
Bronxville School based on their researched proposa|s. As part of
the project, students were also taught how to collaborate in Sroups
and communicate through developing presentation skills.




Bulld a Better Recess

Ist Grade The Bronxville School

Week 1

o KFCLOFF Fvent

o (enerate a list of concerns

e (enerate need to know questions to address uichng questions, using sentence starters- "How
can we get outside more in cold weather?' ”\E/lnat can we do so no student is excluded¢"

e (reate Sroups of student based on research questions and student interests

Week 2

(Generate a list quuestions For Ms. Laitman

Interview Ms. Laitman

Generate questions o ask peers In otl\er schools.

Begin communicating with other classes and collect data

Week 3

o Visit another school to observe recess
o (bserve Recess at Bronxville
e ook at data and come up with ideas to solve prololem/ recommendations for change and put

ideas on large paper for gallery walk

Week 4

Planning vvitln group For persuasive writing
Write persuasive letter independently
8egin slide design W
Jractice presentation witln student counci memloers (older Lids) &5
Slnare presentation with Ms. Laitman and Mrs. Murray
Assess stuclents with the communication rupric
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